














ae as 























o Ent 


“A 


Published Weekly at 1654 West 46th Street, 

















ered as second class maiter December 


COPYRIGHT, 








VOL. 173 No. 8 





ELE MOLDING it 


R 


New 





VIDEO 











York 15. 2h Fi, & Variety, Ine. Ant 
22, 1905, at the Post Office at New Y« 


1949, BY VARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHT 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 





Hwood Scripters Finding It Tough MANY Cre VI 





Getting Back to Writing for Stage 


Flock ‘of Hollywood scripters, on+ 


the beach because of production 
cutbacks, are currently entering 
the depleted ranks of legit play- 
wrights. But while Broadway is 
encouraged by the prospect of 
gaining additional creative talent, 
immediate reaction to the Holly- 
woodite’s initial efforts is temper- 
éd with a wait-and-hope attitude. 

Some Broadway play agents feel 
that Hollywood has been a poor 
training ground for work in the 
living theatre. The once-over- 
lightly technique of chraftsman- 
ship, which these agents say: is 
promoted in Hollywood, is being 
carried over into the legit field 
with disastrous results. In many 
cases, ex-Hollywood writers are 
producing unsuitable fluff because 
they’ve lost the touch in being ab- 
sent too many years from Broad- 
Way. 

Leah Salisbury, New York play 
agent, observes that many Holly- 
wood writers “are out of touch 
with the theatre and must become 
part of it again’ before they can 
show results. More extreme opin- 
ion holds that the refugees from 
the film studios are out of touch 
with reality also and must undergo 
a complete reorientation in a dif- 
ferent atmosphere. Miss 
bury, however, expressed confi- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Capitol Weeding Out 
‘Nazi Artists for US. In 


German Disk Takeover 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Capitol Records is carefully 
Screening the vast Telefunken cat- 





alog it acquired to eliminate any | 


sides etched by “known” Nazis. 
Already tossed out are those by 
Pianist Walter Gieseking, who was 
hurriedly routed back to Europe by 
the State Department last week be- 

he could undertake a planned 
concert tour. 

Cap also will discard sides made 
since 1933 by Wilhelm Furtwang- 
ler, whose appointment as Chicago 

ymphony conductor created a fu- 
Tore that died down only when the 
outfit reversed itself and can- 
celled the maestro. In the case of 
Furtwangler, Cap is still trying to 

de what to do with faces he 


waxed before Hitler came to power. | 


wintery acquired the Telefunken 
rary through the offices of the 


U. S. Military Government in Ber- | 


pon The German platters will be 
Pega next month to blaze the 
é : or Cap S entry into the classi- 
al field with its own artists. Tele- 
Peer arrangement calls for an 
a ange of masters, the German 
di Pressing and marketing Cap 
SKS on the Continent. 
wit gtunken artists whose works 
a. ae epvone the releases are 
Z ai” the La Scala Symphony 
Symphony _ the Amsterdam 
Mengelberg. irected by Willem 


Salis- | 





_ Oh, Beautiful Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 
Jack Carson, who did his net- 
work broadcast Friday (28) from 
stage of Stanley theatre, where he’s 


| playing a week’s engagement, had | 
|the constantly expanding TV pat-| 


| Mayor David Lawrence written in- 
| to the show. But His Honor took 
| one look at the script and said no. 
He objected to some of the refer- 
|ences to Pittsburgh and said he’d 
exchange banter with Carson only 
| if the objectionable (to him) lines 
were eliminated. 

P. S.: Mayor Lawrence wasn’t on 
the program. His Honor is very 
touchy on the subject of Pitts- 
burgh’s smoke, smog, dirt, etc. 





Hope, Par in Feud 
As Comic Insists 


OnDoing TV Show 


Bob Hoffe is feuding with Par- 
/amount Pictures because he wants 
ito go on television now and Par 
'says “no can do.” 

Hope is determined to have it 
out with Barney Balaban, prez. 
| Latter feels Hope might jeopardize 
|his terrific b.o. draw if he does a 
| video show on a regular weekly 
| basis at this stage of the game. 
| Hope feels differently. He thinks 
the time is ripe to get his TV feet 
wet and that it would redound to 
| Par’s benefit as well. 

Hope, it’s understood, is so anx- 
|ious to embrace video now that he 
would be willing to spend his be- 
tween-pictures time in New York 
'for a continuing live series (It’s 
‘recalled that when Hope, some 
| months back, did a “surprise” guest 
ishot on the Fd Sullivan “Toast o 
lthe Town” on CBS-TV he was 
| widely acclaimed as a “video nat- 
| ural.’’) 

| Fact that Balaban is determined 
'to keep Hope off video at this time 
|perplexes many in the trade in 
|view of Par’s insistence on estab- 
| lishing a bigtime franchise in the 
/'medium on stations and facilities. 











Radio, Tele, Newsreels 
Barred From Red Probe 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

Radio. live ana recorded, news- 
reels, television and still cameras 
yesterday (Mon.! were ordered 
barred from future public hearings 
of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee. 

Committee, seching to live down 
its past reputation for hoopla op- 
eration in a circus atmosphere, 
ruled that hereafter only news- 


paper reporters may cover its axe 


ceedings. 


= 








Ay OAVING: 


| By GEORGE ROSEN 


Television may be the saviour 
|of the film industry, leading it out 
of its current financial difficulties. 
That’s the growing conviction of 
many video-picture’  braintrusters 
who, with eyes and ears.attuned to 


| terns, are more convinced than 
lever that, rather than kill off 
the film biz, TV will be the instru- 
|ment to mold the whole future of 
| Hollywood and establish a new 
| modus operandi that will pay off. 
| As Hollywood struggles to evolve 
operational techniques that will 
keep it a going enterprise in the 
| face of the public’s reevaluation of 
films and boxoffice prices, the 
|amazing aspect is that the “form- 
| ula for the future” is coming di- 
rectly from televisien rather than 
| the pic industry. 

It is television, for example, say 
| the keener minds on the film scene, 
| that will show the way to the pro- 
| duction of lower-cost pictures and 
| the elimination of coin-consuming 
| overheads. It is to television, they 
| Say, that the film industry can 

look for the formats that will strip 
| pix of the highly-criticized “‘Holly- 
(Continued on page 55) 


lens Radio Pacts 
Getting Brushoff 
~ As Tele Beckon 


In signaturing a deal to return 
to the air next fall, Edgar Bergen 
has nixed a two-year contract prof- 
fered by his new bankroller, Coca- 
Cola, with Bergen agreeing only 





to a one-year pact. 


Bergen's move is considered sig- 
nificant ir the trade, for it reflects 


the new thinking on the part of. 


top radio artists who, in the transi- 
tional AM-to-TV era, no longer are 
(Continued on page 55) 


‘TEXACO RUSHES IN SUBS 
AS MILTON BERLE AILS 


Jack Carter and Rudy Vallee 
have been rushed in to substitute 
for the ailing Milton Berle in the 
video and radio editions, respec- 
tively, of “Texaco Star Theatre.” 
On both video and radio, emcee 
changes will be made weekly until 
Berle’s return, which is expected 
for his Feb. 22 tele session. Phil 
Baker emcees the Feb. 15 tele 
, show. 

Berle was originally slated to 
take a two-week vacation starting 
after tonight’s (Wed.) radio pro- 
gram, but he was downed by a 
virus attack late last week, and doc- 
tors have warned him to curtail his 


(Continued on page 55) 
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TV: Therapy Video 


Michigan City. Ind., Feb. 1. 

Indiana State Prison, which sev- 
eral months ago became the first 
such institution in the U. S. to 
present television to prisoners, re- 
ports that video has had a calming 
effect on the 352 mental patients 
there. Carter Manny, chairman of 
the board of trustees, said fewer 
sedatives are being used now than 
/at any other time in prison history. 

Television shows are presented 
two nights a week in the hospital, 
and on other nights to a limited 
number of prisoners in the chapel. 
The television set was assembled 
by an inmate. 





Blame Television 
In Circulation Cut 


Of Daily Papers 


Television. already accused of 
| cutting into the grosses of every- 
thing from sports events to taxis, 
is now named responsible for the 
_ slump in circulation suffered by 
| several New York daily newspapers 
during the last year. 

Most seriously hit by the circula- 
‘tion dip are the evening news- 
‘papers, such as the World-Tele- 
gram and Sun, according to the 
,;most recent Audit Bureau of Cir- 
culation figures. W-T exec editor 
Lee Wood admitted there had been 
some discussion about tele’s re- 
sponsibility for the dip but de- 
clared he would tend to doubt it. 
If TV has any effect on news- 
papers, he said, it can only be that 

(Continued on page 53) 
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| Hollywood Officially Stumps to End 
MS ‘Depression’ Talk as 


Snipe at B.0. 


y HERB GOLDEN 


“The End” has now been offi- 
cially stamped on the popular yarn 
of last year that the film industry 
is suffering a catastrophic depres- 
sion. It has become industry pol- 
icy, as far as any such plan can 
become official, to promote publie- 
ly the idea that things aren’t so bad 
at all in Filmlandia—in fact that 
business is mighty fine, only being 
topped by the phenomenal grosses 
of 1946 and 1947. 

Eric A. Johnston, prexy of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
has signalized the new policy with 
two statements during the past two 
weeks. Both times he pointed out 
that business is down only about 
10° from the peak years and ihat 
patrons are still flocking to the 
theatres in tremendous numbers. 
MPAA _ publicists in Hollywood, 
New York and Washington are 
avidly beating the drums io get the 
same idea across, and a spate of 
Statements to similar effect may 
be expected from the top brass of 
major companies. 

New policy arises from convie- 
tion by industry execs that the 
constant depression publicity is 

(Continued on page 55) 





Met Opera Facing 
9006 2-Yr. Deficit; 


Tour Can Save 506 


Metropolitan Opera Assn. execs 
are concerned about the deficit of 
$233,357 for the 1947-48 season be- 
cause, contrary to published re- 
ports, this deficit hasn’t been made 
good and isn’t being take 1 eare of 
imminently. Deficit was a sock be- 
cause the Met, for the season pre- 
vious (1946-47), showed an $11,000 
profit. Management also estimates 
it will have a similar deficit of 
about $250,000 this season. Both 
deficits will have to be taken care 

(Continued on page 53) 
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Indie 


Producers Laugh Of Idea 
Of ‘New Code’ in Picture-Making. 


Suggestion by a radio commen-, would be required to accede if | 
fator last week that the Society of they wanted their product to reach | 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- a reasonable number of theatres. | 
ducers adopt a liberalized produc- Industry critics not wholly 
tion code of its own—which a few familiar with the workings of the 
davs later was transformed by a Breen office also err in thinking 
Broadway columnist into a state- that the production code is an in- 
ment that the Society was already flexible instrument. Technically it 
planning to formulate a new set of is, but there is great variance pos- | 
moral standards—hasn’t even been sible in interpretation. The liber- | 
thought about by SIMPP members ality of this interpretation flexes 
or officials. SIMPP laughed off the (Continued on page 53) 
idea, and insiders were quick to aie 


point out that any such scheme as . 
Eisenhower Book 








the workings of the code. 
idea was originally advanced by 
Gilbert Seldes on his “Lively Arts” 

show on WNEW, N. Y., Sunday, 

Other writers immediately picked | casting Co. was set yesterday 
up the item and expanded on it) ‘Tues.) in a four-way deal among 
with loud hurrahs. Seldes’ idea| ABC, 20th-Fox, Doubleday & Co. 
grew out of the previous week’s| and the March of Time. Book cur- 


a code separate from that formu- 

lated and -administered by the 

Motion Picture Producers Assn. 

would be naive and inconsistent a 
with the knowledge of the back- 

ground and inner ramifications of ef Or e e ] 
Jan. 23. The following Wednesday By 20th, ABC, MOT 
(26) Danton Walker, in the New} 

York News and syndicated papers, Filmization of Gen. Dwight D. 
stated that Samuel Goldwyn and Eisenhower's “Crusade in Europe” 
Ellis Arnall (prez of SIMPP) are| exclusively for television trans- 
going to draw up a new code. mission by the American Broad- 
battle between Goldwyn and Eric | rently topping the nonfiction best- 
Johnston, prez of the Motion Pic-| seller lists, is to be depicted in a 
ture Assn. of America and its! series of 26 two-reel documenta- 
affiliate, MPPA, which operates) ries, which will be produced by 
Joe Breen’s Production Code Ad-! MOT in conjunction with 20th. 
ministration setup. ABC is paying a reported $400,- 


‘Fallacy’ Pointed Up 000 for the series, for which it 
it eieeiae gains exclusive rights for 21 
Insiders pointed out the fallacy months. Thus, the network can 


of the whole idea was the assump- 
tion by critics of the industry that 
the majors like the production code 
and subscribed to it wholly because 
they wanted to. Actually, the 
majors are no fonder of it than 
the indies or any other film- 
makers. They follow its tenets for 
the same reason that SIMPP mem- | 
bers will undoubtedly continue to | 
~—because it is a matter of eco- 
nomie necessity to do so. 

There are, of course, moral 
issues involved in the industry’s 
adherence to the principles of the 
PCA, but when everything else is 
stripped away. it eventually gets 
down to a matter of dollars and 
cents for the producers. Were they 
not to insist on adherence to the 
code, some film-makers would un- 
doubtedly quickly step beyond the 
bounds of propriety and immedi- 
ately there’d be a tremendous hue 
and cry across the land that would 
reflect on all the producers in a 
boycott on Hollywood pictures or 
in local censorship legislation. 

It was, as a matter of fact, to} 


run them as many times as it de- 
sires on either its own or non- 
affiliated stations and can _ sell 
them for sponsorship under the 
best deal obtainable. Films are 
never to get theatrical release, 


(Continued on page 20) 





Cohn Wants Premium From 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Number of femme stars are 
pitching to Harry Cohn, Columbia 
prexy, for lead in “Born Yester- 
day.” but he’s holding out for an 
arrangement that will 
the studio 
000 it paid for the Garson Kanin 
legiter. It is understood he’ll only 
make a deal with a star who is 
willing to make at least two other 
pix for the studio. 


Cohn feels he is in a strong bar- 


escape such a boycott that the code | 8aining position, since such out-| 


was originally drawn up. It was| Standing roles are few and femmes 
formulated with the advice of the and their agents know they can 
Catholic Church to get the heat insure boxoffice standing by doing 
off the industry when the Legion the part. 
of Decency was campaigning to) 
keep Catholics out of theatres. 
Results threatened then to be 
financially disastrous to producers, | 
and there’s no desire by either) 
majors or indies to have a repeti- | 
tion now. — ' Metro production head Dore 
Eliminates Pressure Schary will have a wheelchair put- 
Equally important, presence of put contraption to take him down 





Schary Uses Special 


Cruiser to Ease Injury 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


the PCA seal on every print goes the long corridors at Culver City | 
far toward eliminating pressure of for the next two or three months | 


local civic, church or social groups ; because of his recent mishap and 
on their municipal and state poli- back injury, whieh necessitates 
ticos for censorship legislation. wearing a metal brace. In order to 
Only seven states and a handful of avoid surgery, the film executive 
cities now exercise censorship must stay off his feet for a number 
_— hoard films. If restrictions of weeks. 

»y the PCA are thought tough, i +j is ai 

can be imagined ome veut aa | ee eS eee 
pen with every state and thousands | 
of municipalities each having a after being bedded for two weeks 
different code to which film-makers with virus infection. ae 
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| 347th Week! 


which automatically rules out the | 


‘Born Yesterday’ Star 


guarantee | 
return of the $1,000,- | 


Deutsch. just got back to the studio | 
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Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Since almost anything marked “confidential” has now become proof 
per se, of a subversive mind, perhaps it would be smart of me (for a 
novelty) fo release a signed confession admitting that the reason I went 
to Tucson was to check if the Jim Hefferan in 20th-Fox’s version of 
Rosemary Taylor’s “Chicken Every Sunday” wasn’t really an alias for 
Mose Drachman. 

Maybe it would be the better part of valor, as valor is appraised these 
days, if I confessed that I’ve known various members of the Drachman 
| menage for 30 years, and if I have kept it a secret all this time it’s 
because I didn’t know it was disloyal for colmnists to stop sounding of 
and listen for a change. 

The Chaise Lounge Sports Editor 
Tucson is my home town. I recently made by first visit in 24 years, 


)°* 





EE 
f 





3,549 Performances but it’s still my home town. What’s more, they remembered me. 
All-time long run record in the Coming from a tinsel town where you do well to be remembered 24 
legitimate theatre. hours, 24 years represents a lot of remembering. Beyond growing 


from 20,000 to 140,000 Tucson has not changed much since 1924. Where 
a generation ago Mose Drachman meant western hospitality now it’s 
Roy Drachman, and where Harold Bell Wright was the literary light 
when I was the chaise lounge sports editor of the Arizona Daily Star, 
now it’s Rosemary Taylor—whose maiden name, incidentally, was Rose. 
mary Drachman. 

I lived the four happiest years of my life in Tucson and have a 
weakness for confusing happiness with blessed events. Long before 
doctors told Pegler that Tucson had rattlesnakes which could feed him 
a venom in case he felt his supply being dried up by tax collectors, [ 
already had discovered that the town’s sunshine could cure everything, 
including snakebite. And among the many beautiful people in that 
beautiful oasis none was more beautiful inside and out than the 
Drachmans. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF i949” 

E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 

Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 


WMGM To Acquire 


| 
The family originally came west before the Civil War. Their son, 


Coast Stars In M-6 Mose, was said to have been the first white child born in Tucson, but 


| actually it was his older brother Harry. Harry, now 80, confirmed this 


| Mutu al- Aid Pact priority to me recently. * 


A Man Of Color, Anyway 
Incidentally, the word “white” is used loosely in this case because 
WMGM. Loew’s-owned N.Y. indie, 
has just put the finishing touches 


all the Drachmans, and particularly Mose, were as brown as a well-fed 
Indian squaw chief. Mose’s wife, however, was a blonde, small, frail 
and rosy-cheeked gal from Danville, Va. Her name was Ethel Edmunds, 

to a mutual-aid pact with Metro- She had come west originally as a healthseeker, but she outlived old 
Goldwyn-Mayer, implementing an- Mose by 11 years. Theirs was the first Abie’s Irish Rose merger I had 
nouncements made when the sta- ever seen, and a happier married couple never lived. 
tion changed its call letters from | In “Chicken Every Sunday” Mose Drachman is portrayed as fre- 
WHN last year. According to the quently involvendo and temperamentally unfitted to plod along in the 
plan, the station will air six hours | harness of a good provider. For one investment he made in a laundry 
of Hollywood features every week, | that paid off, a seemingly endless stream of gold mines, oilwells, 
using Metro’s players and proper- ranchés, hotels, theatres and even banks went broke under his magie 
ties. ,touch. This never shocked him half as much as seeing his wife turning 

The deal will give WMGM per- their hacienda into a hash-house in order to tide things over during his 
sonalities and programs that would Many one-man depressions. His wife’s open confession of their plight 
~~ almost impossible for an indie Seemed to leave him speechless with fury. 
‘to get on its own, and in return| | | realize that this follows the well-set “Life With Father” pattern of 
the studio will receive valuable American literature. Fathers are forever choleric and incompetent; 
local promotion. 

One of the stanzas will be the 

(Continued on page 53) 








mothers calm, sweet and efficient. But at the time I knew Mose Drach- 
man he was a bank director, with ample real estate holdings, and a 
member of the board of regents of the U. of Arizona, with one daughter 
at a high-priced college in California and two boys at the state uni- 
versity. In brief, a solid citizen. 

That he was chumped in deals many times I have no doubt, but some 
of these reversals took on a different hue when dowered with the patina 
of time. For instance, when Arizona became a state in 1912 some bar- 
tenders in Tucson figured they could cut in on the gravy. They passed 
the hat around for funds to send Mose to the territorial capital in 
Prescott. They ordered him to bring back the state capitol, or the 
state penitentiary, or the state insane asylum. 

By the time Mose reached the trading post all the pork had been cut 
and passed to other towns—all except the state university. Nobody 
wanted it, and Mose and Tucson got stuck with it. 

“What’ll You Have, Professor?” 

When he returned with this bauble, his bartending backers screamed 
that they had been robbed. 

“Whoever heard of a professor buying a drink?” they bellowed as 
one man. 

It took Mose years to live down this one, but today if Tucson has one 
asset to be prized above all others, it’s that same state university. 

On another occasion I recall that Mrs. Drachman had invited three of 
us waifs to dinner one night. A guy named Al Kieson, who had known 
Mrs. Drachman’s family back east, got us the “in,” but it was Jack 
Keevan’s charm that got us invited more than once. Rosemary was 
| sweet on him, too. 


, Keevan was a huge, handsome hunk of man who was getting through 
House Report Cleanses . the U. of Arizona school of mines on a wink, a prayer and my tutoring. 
H’wood of Red Taint 


I was invited to dinner, too, because I knewsEmily’s Book of Etiquette 
from piliow to Post, and these jerks didn’t dare pick up a fork without 
Washington, Feb. 1. | @ nod from me. 

House Un-American Activities) During the dinner Keevan was regaling the table with details of a 
Committee, reporting on its work ™ining coup he had pulled off that afternoon. Seems, unknown to me, 
in the last Congress, found some We had bought in on an asbestos mine near Globe and before the year 
signs of Communism in Hollywood, W@S over we would ali be millionaires. 
blamed it on the “Unfriendly 10”|. Mose listened and his eyes glistened, until he heard who were the 
and pretty well gave a clean bill 
‘of health to the remainder of the | 


BETTE NOT EXCLUSIVE 
ANY MORE FOR WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

18 years with the valley 
studio, Bette Davis went off War- 
ners’ exclusive contract list over 
the weekend. Old contract was re- 
written to allow her to make one | 
outside picture annually in addi- | 
tion to one annually for Warners. | 

Pact with WB is for four years 
at $150,000 per film, or $600,000 | 
total on new non-exclusive basis. | 
Neither her first pic for studio un- 
der new termer, nor the first out- 
| side pic has been set. During her. 
,tenure at Warners she copped two. 
‘Oscars, “Dangerous” (1935) and 
“Jezebel” (1938). 





After 





| 


burglars back of the bluesky stock-selling enterprise. 


“You'd better stop payment on that check,” he advised. “They're 


industry. | worse than Ponzi!” 

Report, put out last Thursday| . “We can’t do that,” said Keevan. “I gave them a cashier's certified 
'(27) was a watered-down version | check.” 
of a highly controversial report; Mose looked grim. “I guess you've lost your money then, boys,” he 
eovering all fields in which the Said. 


committee had investigated during | How to Chump a Glutton 
1947-48. | “Are you in this, Albert?” Mrs. Drachman wanted to know. Kieson 
‘said no, he wasn’t. Kieson was the sort of guy you'd expect to be 
N. . A Assemblyman’s Bill _chumped first. If you said to him, “Hey, what time is it, stupe?” he'd 
Lage tell you the time and five minutes later he’d say, “And furthermore, 

To Ease Pain in Neck my name’s not stupe.” Smart as a mudpack. I looked at him. 
Albany, Feb. 1. “Mr. Drachman,” I said, “do you think» these guys would give up the 
Assemblyman Francis 
McGowan, Manhattan Democrat, 


x. cashier’s check if we tempted them with a bigger take?” 
_He thought a moment and guessed they might. ‘You mean,” he said, 
has introduced a bill requiring “if you went to them and said that the deal looked so good that your 
that tickets for theatres, sports friend Kieson wanted to get in on it too, would they bite?” 
arenas, etc. be marked “partial or) |“ Yes,” I said, “and then we could get back our $1,000 cashier's check, 
obstructed view” in case they are 8ive them a $2,000 personal check of Kieson’s and get to the bank In 
for seats behind posts, in corners | the morning early and stop payment.” 
and the like. Assemblyman said “It’s daring,” said Mose, ‘but it’s worth trying.” 
that people often pay high prices; “Not with my money it’s not worth trying!” cried Kieson. , 
for tickets only to find themselves; But we soon convinced Kieson by breaking his left arm (which i 
in seats where they can see little that wonderful climate healed overnight) that he was taking no risk, 
without a great straining of the Whereas if Keevan lost our dough Kieson would have to support the 
neck. _three of us for the rest of the winter. 
McGowan, a lawyer, also put in Mose rehearsed the plot with us till we got one we could print. 
a measure which would compel all Then we rushed#ff with Kieson’s check to outchump the cheaters. 
referees at boxing, sparring or Mose called the president of the bank and told him to stop payment 
wrestling matches to undergo aon the check. 
physical examination, including; Our switch went through perfectly. Thanks to Mose we had got our 
eyesight and hearing, within an| dough back and were thus able to buy our own chicken every Sunday 
hour before the contest. i instead of mooching further on the biggest beart in Arizona. 
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Yanks Stall on Joint Film Meet To 


Pressure Brit. Into Wider Delegation 





POSSIBILITY’ OF 








Feeling that nothing could be+ 
ained by the meeting of the/ 
Anglo-American Joint Film Coun- | 
cil, scheduled for March, unless | 
the nature of participating groups | 
was broadened was a principal rea- | 


Rogell to Rule RKO Lot 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Sid Rogell, member of a trium- 
virate which currently rules the 


-PICKFORD'S BUI 


General trade opinion this week 
was that United Artists owners 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chaplin 
would find no buyers for their in- 
terests in the company and that the 


SEE NO TAKERS ON UA SHUFFLE 





‘Sex in Jap, German Local-Made Pix 
- Too Much Competish for U.S. Product 


7s 


* Hollywood films, 
|censorship superimposed on the 
industry’s own production code, 
|are finding it increasingly difficult 
to compete in Japan and Germany 
with locally-made pictures. Jap- 





with Army 


Brown Seeks Legit Name 


Metro producer Clarence Brown, 
currently in Gotham on a short 
Stopover, is on the hunt for a 


son for decision of the major com- 
pany prexies to push off the ses- 
sion. They want the British dele- 
gation to include reps of the 
unions, circuits, indie theatres and 
all other facets of the industry. 
Word is now being awaited from 
England on whether this plan is 
acceptable. If so, the meeting may 
be held later in the spring. 

There are also several other rea- 
sons the decision was reached by 
the prexies at their recent session 
in Miami Beach and communicated 
to J. Arthur Rank by Eric John- 
ston via trans-Atlantic phone. One 
is a desire to wait until the pres- 
ent negotiations on decrees — to 
settle the anti-trust suit have fur- 
ther crystallized. 

Still another factor is the re- 
cent stand by the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 


that reps of the Motion Picture | 


Assn. of America are in no way 


authorized to speak for the entire | 
it be} 


industry. SIMPP has let 
(Continued on page 6) 


‘Johnston Stays, 
Say Co. Prexies 


Presidents of the member com- 
panies of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America yesterday 





prexy Eric Johnston to blast a re- 
port that he was on the way out, 
with Lewis W. Douglas, U. S. Am- 
bassador to England, 
named as successor. Aiming to 
scotch recurrent rumors of Johns- 
ton’s departure, statement flatly 
declared that “rumors of this char- 
acter are unfair to two distin- 
guished Americans and do a great 
disservice to the industry.” 

“The facts are,” declaration con- 
tinued, “Mr. Johnston came to the 
association in 1945 under a five- 
year contract. Sometime later, at 
our insistence, his contract was ex- 
tended to eight years. We expect 
he will continue with us for many, 
many years beyond that period.” 

Johnston, the company toppers 

declared, “is giving outstanding 
leadership.” They added: 
need a man of his ability as never | 
before to help in the solution of | 
difficult problems confronting the | 
industry at home and abroad.” 
_ Presidential blast stems from a 
radio broadcast by a Hollywood 
columnist over the past weekend, 
which marked Ambassador Doug- 
las as the next MPAA prez. 


Rank, Korda May Visit 
U.S. Despite Delay In 
Anglo-Yank Session 


London, Feb. 1. 

Strong possibility exists that 
both J. Arthur Rank and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda will go ahead with 
their plans for visiting the U. S. 
in March despite postponement of 
the Anglo-American Joint Film 
vouncil session. Meeting was to 
03." been held in New York March 





Both Rank and Korda have other 
usiness and personal reasons for 


, Visiting America and have been 


Hana on the trip to take care 
7 \~ matters, Both producers 
tl € Deen in the habit of going to 
y Ne S. at least once a year. 
Fa among other reasons, is 
me ge see his grandchild, re- 
a — to his daughter, Mrs. 
Sova « ackard, in Hollywood. 
is Am xpects that by mid-March 
will } erican rep, Morris Helprin, 
lave ready for inking a num- 
ro of deals for 
Forge Product by American 
Production aia further joint 
elprin is presently worki 
(Continued on page 6) ~ 


| RKO lot, is expected to take over 


exchange of stock options between 


them last week will serve merely 
as a delaying action. Opinion was 
shared not only by Wall streeters 
and bankers handling film biz, but 
by UA’s own directors and manage- 
ment execs. 


the top production job on a solo 
basis. Rogell formerly served 
under Dore Schary, as operational 
chief of the lot. When Schary 
stepped out, Howard Hughes 


Broadway legit name to supple- 
ment the cast for his filmization of 
William Faulkner’s novel, “In- 
truder in the Dust.” 

Brown heads south for Memphis 
and a stopoff in Mississippi en route 


anese studios, which before the 
war didn’t even permit kissing on 
the screen, are now going all out 
in the opposite direction, and audi- 
ences apparently love it. German 
films have always been noted for 
an “adult” point of view. 


(Tues.) | 
hopped to the support of MPAA} 


already | 


named him, along with C. J. Tev- 
{lin and Bicknell Lockhart, to su- 
| pervise production. 

| Both Tevlin and Lockhart are 
basically accountants and will prob- 
|ably again plunge into financial 
work. 


8006 in Escrow 
By French Govt. 





| Inability of the major American 
| distribs to agree among themselves 
;on divvy of the coin has led the 
French government .to put in 
escrow $800,000 due as payment 
|for the first six-month period un- 


der the revised Blum-Byrnes 
agreement. Companies have just 
completed filing of briefs with 
Will Hays, former prexy of the 


| Motion Picture Assn. of America, 


who is acting as arbitrator in the 
| matter. 

Lineup of the distribs finds 
Metro, Columbia, 
| versal on one side and Paramount, 
Warner Bros., United Artists and 
| 20th-Fox on the other. Bitter divi- 


ment provision that no company 
can remit to the U. S., out of the 


installments under the Blum-; 
| Byrnes agreement, more dollars 
than the equivalent number of 


| frozen francs it had on hand in 
| France when the new pact became 
| effective last June. 

| Metro, Col, RKO and U hadn’t 
|as many francs on hand as they 
| required to get their full share of 
(Continued on page 20) 


| 


SKOURAS, RANK HUDDLE 





Under U.S. Deal 


RKO and Uni- | 


sion arises from a French govern- 


Only possibility seen of a change 
in ownership is that Miss Pickford 
herself might buy out Chaplin’s 
50% share. This is despite the fact 
that she is known to have several 

| potential buyers interested. Chap- 
| lin wants $2,700,000 for his chunk 
|of the company. 

Miss Pickford holds a 30-day 
option, starting yesterday (Tues- 
day), to initiate a buy of Chaplin’s 
| 4,000 shares of stock, and a 10-day 

|} overage period to close the deal. 
|If she hasn’t acquired Chaplin’s 
|share within those time limits, he 
may arrange for sale of her 4,000 
shares. While most observers are 
bearish on the possibility of any- 
thing coming of it, this is the first 
time that it has been possible for 
any potential buyer of all or part 
of the company to close a deal by 
sitting down with just one party, 
(Continued on page 20) 


H’wood AFL’s Exit From 
_ MPIC Over De Mille Tiff 
| Again Snafus Film Unity 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Another attempt at promoting 
unity in the industry and better 
public relations has snapped back 
into Hollywood’s face. The latest 
snafu is the withdrawal of the 
Hollywood AFL Film Council from 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil, following the naming of pro- 
ducer Cecil B. De Mille as chair- 
man, succeeding Dore _ Schary. 
MPIC was formed by Eric John- 
|ston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s president, late in 1947, 
to bring about a united front of all 
elements of the industry. 

The fracas caused by the De 
/Mille designation—he was tapped 
by the Screen Directors Guild as 





their choice—has already garnered | 


‘plenty of unfavorable space in 


gets similar periods in which he} 


“we! ON CIRCUIT BOOKINGS 


London, Feb. 1. | 
Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox presi- | 
dent, is due here this week on 


daily newspapers and trade publi- 


Cations. It again plays up the war- YA, he is planning to go into indie | 


(Continued on page 13) 


to the Coast towards the end of the American pix are likewise com- 


— —— in New Ynrk, he is/ peting in Germany with British, 
ae ung some _ Broadway | French and Italian films, for which 
Snows. 


native audiences are said to be 
starting to show a preference over 
the super-sapolioed version of 
Hollywood product on which the 
Army is insisting. Result is a first- 
rate battle in the making between 
the American film industry and the 
}Army’s Civil Affairs Division, 
| which controls pictures going into 
occupied countries. 

Word of the developing bitter- 
ness has been coming from Ger- 
many and Japan for the past 
month. Officials of the Motion 

(Continued on page 12) 


Reagan Post _ 
To Schwalberg 


Alfred W. 
exchange 
aide to 
tribution 





Report Selznick 
Seeking Major 
‘Jennie Release 


David O. Selznick is reported 
endeavoring to make a deal with 
a major company for distribution 
of “Portrait of Jennie.” If he is 
successful, it is understood, he will 
shut down completely, his Selznick 
Releasing Organization. If not, he 
will continue with his present force 
of 11 sales execs in the field initiat- | 
ing important deals for the pic, | 
| while Eagle Lion will start simul- 
|taneously selling the minor ac- 
counts. 
| Meantime, a complete merger of 
EL and SRO physical facilities in 
the field is taking place. 








Schwalberg, head of 
operations and general 
Charles M. Reagan, dis- 
veepee for Paramount, 
has been named new sales chief 
Bookers of the company. He _ succeeds 
;and clerks in all of SRO’s 27) Reagan, who will step out Monday 


branch offices are finished as ef | (7) both as an officer and director 
this Friday (4), the offices will be of the company. 
closed and the duties taken over Schwalberg has been with Par 
(Continued on page 6) | for the past year following an 18- 
| month tenure with Eagle Lion as 
| its general sales -manager. He 
,originally hales from Warner Bros., 
where he first broke into the film 
business and then rose to chief of 


UA’s New British Chie ! 
the company’s exchange opera- 


Gerry Taylor, United Artists tions 
manager in Johannesburg, has re- It 
portedly been tapped by exec) 
veepee Arthur W. Kelly to head 





Gerry Taylor Reported 


is believed that he will be 
(Continued on page 13) 











outright purchase 


a fiying trip from Turkey for 


| Arthur Rank. Skouras, it is re- 
ported, will take up a question of 
the Gaumont-British circuit, which 
20th partners with Rank. Under- 





pany’s pix on the circuit. 

| Lately, scheduling of Yank pix 
|on both Gaumont- British and 
Odeon chains have been held to a 
minimum. 

| It is reported here that Skouras 
will also seek to draw up the 
agenda of the Anglo-American 
' Film council meeting slated to be 
held in the U. S. either in April 
or May. 


Bank Clampdown Stalls 
| 33 Indie Productions 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

At least 33 indie productions, 
with budgets ranging from $150,000 
to $1,000,000, have been stymied 
iby the inability of producers | to 
‘meet the new bank loan require- 
/'ments. Latest demand by the bank- 
ers is that indie producers defer 
‘their usual fee until the original 
loan is liquidated, meaning that 
i'they would draw nothing for their 
work for about a year. In the past 
the producer lived on his produc- 





‘tion fee until the profits rolled in. 
| Bankers now require a 100° 
guarantee on loans, and the limit | 
'on loans is"50°o of the production | 
' budget. 


huddles with British film-maker J. 


National Box 
Cold Plus Weak Pix Slow 


stood he will plug for a greater! 
| number of bookings of his com-| 


Highly unfavorable weather in 
many sections of country plus the 
fact: that many holdovers have 
stayed too long is crippling film 
theatre grosses this stanza. Added 
|factor is that the public is not go- 
ing for some of new _ product. 
Worst cold waves of year had ex- 
hibitors moaning in numerous sec- 
tors of the middlewest. 

“Joan of Arc’ (RKO). out in 
nine key cities covered by VARIETY 
| this week, is roaring ahead to 
;snatch top money and make the 
biggest all-round showing in the 
week’s boxoffice sweepstakes. 
Film’s widely recognized strength, 
shown on prelim dates. pushed 
“Snake Pit” (20th) back to second 
place, although latter is playing in 
14 cities. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), still 
showing great drive, is winning 
third money while “Don Juan” 
(WB) is dropping down to fourth. 
Fifth position is being copped by 
“Accused” (Par). “Red Shoes” , 
(EL) will climb up into sixth slot 


with “Yellow Sky” (20th) in sev- 
enth. “Wonderful Urge” (20th) is 


nosing up into eighth. 

Best runner-up pix are “So Dear 
to Heart” (RKO), “Hamlet” (U), 
“Every Girl Married’ (RKO) and 
“Red River” (UA). , ik 
i New crop of pictures is a bit 


‘Juan,’ ‘Accused,’ ‘Shoes’ Make Best Showing 
































the company’s setup in England. | 
|It is understood that Kelly, during 
his current stay in London, will 
install Taylor in the post, where RIETY 
he will succeed David Coplan. | 
| Coplan handed in his resignation | FOUN ee? uae Remiotered aici 
|several months ago, effective Jan. | Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
31. Former Canadian manager for Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥ 
‘production in England. obst Manan barnes 
Washington 4 
1292 National Press Building 
~ Chicago 1 
office Survey 860 No. Michigan Ave, 
London WC2 
; : an Da : . _§ St. Martin’s Pil., Trafalgar Sa. 
Biz—‘Joan,’ ‘Pit,’ ‘Witch, meeeamescne _ 
ANHGAT. os.<is $10 Foreign...... $11 
Single COpie®.«ccoccicevesene 25 Cents 
disappointing aside from “Letter ||| Vol. 173 gst No. 8 
to Three Wives” (20th), strong on | 
second N. Y. Music Hall week, INDEX 
‘and “Command Decision” (M-G). ||| Bills ............ceecces 48 
Former apparently is overcoming 7 z 
handicap of its title and is stronger || Chatter ........+++seee. 54 
on first holdover round than open- || Film Reviews ........... 12 
ing week. “My Own True Love” ||; House Reviews ..... ° . 44 
(Par), dim in Washington, looks ||! [Inside EE RPE BES 50 
husky in San Francisco, “Lucky 7 ji 
Stiff’ (UA) is no soap on N. Y.|| Inside Music owen eobere 36 
preem. | Inside Pictures ......... 20 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G) will || Inside Radio ............ 35 | 
show mild results in most keys ||} fncide Television ........ 30 | 
this frame. “Sun Comes Up” || ayer ehy | 
(M-G ) is averaging better, with | |! Inter national ee ee 16 
very strong returns in St. Louis ff SO se kes ocsin 49 | 
and nice biz 5 ee “Dark nL 5 Vv caw ae Wane hae 53 
Past” (Col) looks good in St. Loo || ee 
but only fair in L. A. ‘“Flaxy Mar- am et ae ee a 
tin” (WB) is hitting a new high in || New Acts eke een 46 
Pitt with a terrific boost from Jack ||| Night Club Reviews ..... 47 | 
Carson's stageshow. | CPRUMOTINS fon. cies onees 55 
“Criss Cross” (U), which opened || Orchestras o aprib 6 ¥ omaha 36 
last week in L. A., shapes fine in ||| Pictures .....--++++++++% : 
Toronto. “Walked by Night” (EL) ||| Radio... ......s++eeees =| 
is doing nicely in K. C. and Philly, || Radio Reviews ......+++. 24 | 
“Whiplash” (WB) will be trim in || Records ......--++ses+e 36 | 
Philly this round and smart in || Framk Scully ...+++++-+- 2 | 
Cincy. “Enchantment” (RKO) con- || Television ..... Pinash <> ae 
tinues its smooth pace in Boston, || Television Reviews ...... 28 | 
N. Y. and Washington. “Kissing ||| Vaudeville .....-..----+ 43 
Bandit” (M-G) is not showing much | «DAILY VARIETY 
currently. i (Published in Hallywood by 
Panera by se eeenbcs Revere ee HH. ne Bik 8 Leab~ Side Fereigs 
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Production-Distrib Unit to Snare 
Most of RKO’s $25,000,000 Cash Split 


Greater part of RKO’s current¢— 
cash holdings of approximately: 


000,000 will land with th - | i icl 
20.00 wl and wa ie oz | Taplinger Into Publicity 


company splits into two separate) Robert S. Taplinger has formed 
units under present plans of its a_ national public relations outfit 
management. Included in the hard with offices in New York, Chicago 
cash which will find its way to the and Los Angeles. To be known as 
film-making unit will be a consid-'| Robert S. Taplinger & Associates, 
erable part of the $3,000,000 which firm is representing national indus- | 
the company borrowed last month: trial and entertainment accounts. 

from the Equitable Life Assurance Taplinger plans to divide his 
Co. on debentures floated by the time between the three offices. He 
theatre chain. had his own public relations offices 

With Paramount apparently head- jn these cities until 1937, when he | 
ed for a similar settlement of the was brought to Hollywood by 
Government anti-trust action, and Warner’s to head its publicity de- 
other majors likely to follow, for- partment. Previously, he had been 
mula of cash division hit on by publicity manager for CBS. 
RKO will likely set the pattern 
for the rest of the industry. Pro- 
duction unit, it is noted, needs a 
far greater slice of ready coin to 
meet its current operating expenses 
than a theatre chain. Hence, other 
companies will undoubtedly brack- 
et the lion’s share of liquid assets L ¢ ld n 
to that end, of the outfits in the ures 0 Wy 
throes of separation. 

In RKO’s case, production out-| Samuel Goldwyn reportedly may 
fit has a $7,500,000 loan outstand- have a stake in the Ingrid Berg- 
fing which was borrowed for the man film which Roberto Rossellini 
company’s production chores. Loan yjj] produce and direct in Rome 
is on a short-term basis requiring | starting about April 1. Goldwyn 
plenty of liquid assets to meet it has for more than a year evinced 
as it falls due. Theatre unit, on the | egnsiderable interest in Rossellini’s 
other hand, owes some $23,600,000 work, and the Italian producer- 
on long-term debentures which are director and his partner in the 
amortized annually over a period Bergman film, Ilya Lopert, were 
of 20 years. Hence, the latter does guests at Goldwyn’s Palm Springs 
not require a substantial amount of home over the past weekend. 
liquid assets for its loan structure. Rossellini and Lopert, New York 

Division of cash and other assets foreign pic importer and theatre 
by RKO is viewed as comparatively operator, have been in Hollywood 
simple because the parent org 1S for the past 10 days evolving the 
a holding company and the pro- qea) with Miss Bergman and her 
duction-distribution unit is already agent. Lawyers have been at work 
distinctly separated from the the- on the contracts for several days 
atre group. So far as Par is con- 4nq it is hoped to have them signed 
cerned, problem is complicated bY co that Rossellini and Lopert will 
the fact that the company is bro- pe able to train for New York to- 
ken up into a flock of theatre com- gay (Wednesday). 
panies, with Paramount Pictures, Mice i ile _ 
the parent outfit. directly owning Miss Bergman is underteo4 ‘@ 
mame o these — neenes the the largest single share—in the 
production-distribution —— .. company which will produce the 

RKO's proxies to stockholders, Rgture in Italy. This is similar to 
which will seek an okay for the cer desl on “Joan of Are.” in 
Government settlement, will prob- which Walter Wanger and the late 
ably be mailed between Feb. 15 and Victor Fleming shared the remain- 
30. Understood the combined ing 60°% 
proxy-prospectus will break down 8 , : - 
earnings of both units separately Goldwy n was at one time inter- 
so that stockholders will have an, ested in bringing Rossellini to Hol- 
idea of the potential of each com- !ywood to direct and had his for- 
pany. eign chief, Alfred Crown, see 

Disposition of cash holdings can Rossellini in Rome several times 
conceivably affect the price of the im efforts to make an agreement. 
stock on the N. Y. exchange when 
the figures are aired. It will not, 
however, influence the overall val- 
ue of what the stockhokder gets 
since he takes shares from both 











Bergman Italo Pic 


however, and then Goldwyn sound- 
ed him out on a deal for produc- 
‘tion in Italy. This fell through 
when Goldwyn, as did Miss Berg- 
man, objected to Rossellini’s in- 
_sistence that he couldn’t agree to 
| stick to a script prepared in ad- 


units when the split is completed. 
vance. It is now believed that 
| Rossellini has given limited as- 


Mull Moving Oscar Derby 
To Palladium Terpery fctiow the approved screenplay. 


Hollywood. Feb. 1. | If Goldwyn fits into the new 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts deal, it will probably mean pro- 
and Sciences Board of Governors duction financing will be with his 
meets tomorrow night (2) to con- lira in Italy and that his office 
sider a possible new site for the will handle distribution via RKO, 
annual Oscar Derby—the huge Pal-, which releases his pix. 
Jadium terpery on Sunset Boule-| Putting up part of the dollar 
vard. Special meeting has been financing for the Bergman film, 
called to discuss members’ protests | incidentally, are two of New York’s 
over decision to hold. the affair biggest real estate holders, Robert 
in the Academy Awards theatre, Dowling’s City Investing Co., and 
which can seat only 950 people, less, Robert Goelet, Sr. They are in- 
thon half the Acad membership. vestors in Lopert’s firm, and Goe- 
Palladium normally seats 850 let has an additional personal in- 
people but if chairs and tables are vestment in this film. 


placed on the big dancefloor, it can | 
March 25 Split for UA 








accommodate about 2,500. This: 
figure would just about cover Acad 
membership and the press corps 


which will cover the event on ’ 
March 24. _ Theatres With Par, Loew’s 
William Dozier was appointed | Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


_ hag Atta Pond yp Becca United Artists Theatres circuit 
who resigned. ’ has fixed March 25 as the date 

Hartman pulled out because he when the chain will end its part- 
objected to the switch of the cere- "@rship interests with Paramount 
mony from the Warners stludio, 274 Loew's, according to Joseph 


sa ie ea ——— UA’s principal stock- 
x older. Understood the dissolu- 
McCormick to N.Y. 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


tion of joint holdings will pave the 
way for Schenck’s departure from 
S. Barret McCormick. RKO’s 20th-Fox production post, although 
ub-ad director, is leaving for New his resignation has not been ac- 
ork Friday (4) after a two-week cepted to date. 
gander at 14 upcoming RKO films.| Schenck personally engineered 
In Hollywood for same purpose, the dissolutions when he was in 
Ned E. Depinet; RKO prez, and New York several weeks ago. They 
Robert Mochrie, sales chief, have became a must in view of the Gov- 
already planed back to N. Y. ernment anti-trust case. Para- 
Terry Turner, exploitation di- mount and UA are partners in a 
rector, trained to Dallas to set up number of theatres located in De- 
machinery for preem of Glenn Mc- troit, Chicago and N. Y. Loew’'s-UA 
Carthy’s production, “The Green partnership houses are in Balti-| 
Promise.” 5... 66: yy. fe tis) :more, Pittsburgh and Columbus. — | 





Rossellini refused to come over, | 


Train for two additional years. The 


Jan. Golden Dozen | 


The 12 boxoffice champs for 
_January, in order of showing 
in representative key cities, 
are: 

“Paleface” (Par). 

“Words & Music” (M-G). 

“Snake- Pit” (20th). 

“Every Girl Married” (RKO), 

“Yellow Sky” (20th). 

“Joan of Arc” (RKO), 

“Hamlet” (U). 

“Wake of Witch” (Rep). 

“Don Juan” (WB). 

“Enchantment” (RKO). 

“Accused” (Par). 

“Red Shoes” (EL). 


Rooney-Stiefel 
Split Nips UA Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Five-vear association of Mickey 
Rooney and Sam Stiefel, who have 
been partnered in the Rooney- 
Stiefel Corp., is understood ended. 
This will . probably mean _ that 
Rooney will not make the film for | 
United Artists release for which | 
R-S made a deal last week. 

Understood Rooney, on returning | 
from esatern personals, was dissat- | 
isfied with financial results he’d 
been getting from Rooney-Stiefel 
and decided to disassociate himself 
from Stiefel and the latter’s part- 
ner, Mort Briskin, also a member 
of the corporation. 

Rooney was set in the deal by 
Stiefel with United Artists to make 
“Quicksand.” However, he’s now 
negotiating with King Brothers to 
make a picture, with Lou Rantz, 
repping the Kings, putting together 
the package and dickering with 
RKO for release. 

Rooney reportedly had expected 
to make considerably more from 
R:S than he did. It is understood 
he received $800,000 in four years 
and claims he has little to show 
for it. William Morris will con- 
tinue to agent Rooney. 


His Distrib Knowledge 
‘Negligible,’ Admits 
Disney in Detroit Suit 


Detroit, Feb. 1 

Walt Disney led a group of big- 
time Hollywood producers to De- 
troit yesterday (31) to testify in 
connection with their $8,750,000 
anti-trust suit against two Detroit 
theatre chains. 

Disney and members of the So- 
‘ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, in addition to dam- | 
ages, are seeking to break up what 
they charge are the monopolies 
maintained by the United Detroit 
Theatres and Coopeyative Theatres 
of Michigan. In addition to the two | 
chains the suit names as defend- | 
ants Earl J. Hudson and James 
Sharkey, managers of United and 
| Co-op, respectively. 
| Although the suit has not yet 
been set for trial, Disney was sum- 
moned to Detroit by defense coun- | 
sel to testify on a deposition the 
defendants need to prepare their 
pre-trial answers to the plaintiffs’ 
charges. At a private hearing in 
office of defense attorneys in Na- | 
tional Bank Bldg here, Disney said | 
that although he is chairman of | 
Walt Disney Productions, Inc., his | 
knowledge of distribution is ‘‘negli- | 
gible.” He added that his brother | 
Roy, who has been president of the | 
company for the past three years, 
may be the one who can supply the | 
information the defense wants. Roy 
Disney may be subpoenaed. | 

Marvin Faris, executive-secretary 
of SIMPP, appeared before Federal | 
Judge Arthur A. Kosciski today | 
(Tuesday) to give his deposition. 

Defendants have until Feb. 28 to 
file their formal answers to charges 
that they are maintaining a mo- 
nopoly in violation of the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. 

Disney arrived from New York 
Monday morning (31). He'll be fol- 
lowed by producers Sam Goldwyn, | 
Walter Wanger and William Cag- 
ney. Disney left for Chicago im- | 
mediately after the hearing. 




















More Years for Freedom Train? 
Washington, Feb. 1. 
House Postoffice and Civil Serv- 
ice Committee is considering legis- 
lation to continue the Freedom 


train, which has completed its 
transcontinental tours with historic 
documents, was largely supported 
by the picture industry. 
The Government would 
the money under the bili, 





provide 
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Hope-Paleface’ Tops BO. for Jan, 
‘Words’ 2d, ‘Snake Pit’ Cops 3d 


+> 
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Horne’s Tele Buy-in 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. | 
Hal Horne, who has been here 


‘from New York for the past three | 
| weeks 
vision Corp., has made definite ar- 
-rangements during his stay to buy 


with execs of Lion Tele- 


into and -ecome an active partner | 
in the setup. LTC group has been 
viewing possible videu product and 
making deals for production. 

Horne is slated to nead east with 


‘the other execs Friday (4). In the 


contingent are Jules Levey, pro- 
duction chief; Robert Savini, whose 
states rights exchange setup will 
be used for distribution; Paul 
White and Charles Casanave. 


§ Indies Sign Up 
Agnew-Casanave 


William Dieterle, Nassour broth- 
ers and the Maria Montez-Jean 
Pierre Aumont units are* among 
eight indie producers inked for 
representation by Motion Picture 
Sales Corp., new Neil Agnew- 
Charles Casanave setup. Flock of 
other indies are close to the sign- 
ing point and will be announced 
later in the week, it is understood 
e Dieterle will send “Rachel” 
before the cameras in France April 
1. It will be released by Eagle 
Lion and is the first Dieterle pic 
on which Agnew and Casanave will 
rep the producer, Their initial job 
for William and Edward Nassour 
will be “Africa Screams,” Abbott & 
Costello starrer being released by 
United Artists. 

Miss Montez and Aumont, her 
husband, are producing “Street of 
Fallen Angels” in France, with 
Miss Montez and Lilli Palmer in 
the cast. Going in heavily for Eng- 
lish-language pix made. abroad, 
which Agnew and Casanave see as 
an importantly developing field, 
they will also rep the Franchot 
Tone-Irving Allen unit on the 
Paris-made “Man on the Eiffel 
Tower.” They had been previously 
signed to handle “Jig-Saw,” star- 
ring Tone and produced by the 
Danziger brothers in New York for 
UA release. 

Another deal concluded by 
MPSC gives the firm a 50% in- 
terest with Roland Brown in 
“White Shadows,’ which will be 
made by Brown in Tahiti. A 
straight romance, it will be a com- 
panion picture to “Tabu,” Robert 
Flaherty’s South Seas documentary 
released by Paramount years ago. 
Brown owns the rights to “Tabu” 
and MPSC will reisste it. Distribu- | 
tion of “White Shadows” and | 
“Tabu” will be by Agnew and 
Casanave themselves, rather than 
by turning it over to a distributing 
company. 

Still another deal is with Frank 
Seltzer, who has recovered from 

(Continued on page 6) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Burtis Bishop, Jr. 
Eddie Carrier 
Monty Collins 
Herbert Crooker 
Alfred Crown 
Howard Dietz 
Ernest Emerling 
William R. Ferguson 
Ted Gould 

Lew Grady 

Irving Helfont 
John Huston 
Michael Kanin 
Moe Kerman 
Arthur Krim 
Arthur M. Loew 
Ernest Martin 
Glenn McCarthy 
John Murphy 
Edwin Claude Mills 
Gar Moore 

Elliott Nugent 
William Ornstein 
Robert Paige 
Margaret Phillips 
Eugene Picker 
Cole Porter 

H. M. Ritchey 
William F. Rodgers 
Silas F. Seadler 
Edward M. Saunders . 
Mike Simons 
Morton Spring 


Europe to N. Y. 


Hans Busch 
Percy Grainger 











John B. Nathan *® 
Robert Taylor ‘iaean) 


Bob Hope’s “Paleface” (Par) 
was the boxoffice champion in 
January, according to reports re. 
ceived from VARIETY correspond. 
ents in 22 representative key cities 
during the past month. After fin. 
ishing first the final week in De. 
cember and hinting strong future 
boxoffice draw, the Hope comedy 
copped first place in Varterty’s 
compilations for three successive 
weeks, landed fifth later in the 
month and still was racking up 
coin as January ended. “Paleface” 
not only was more than $100,000 
ahead of its nearest rival but was 
uniformly big to smash in virty. 
ally every key, winning extended. 
runs and moveover dates in nearly 


every situation. 
“Words and Music” (M-G) was 
second-place winner last month, 


being helped of course, by its six 
big weeks at the Radio City 


| Music Hall. Third spot was cap- 
'tured by “Snake Pit” (20th), based 


on its smash showings in the rather 
limited number of spots where 
launched. 

“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
(RKO), actually grossing more 
money than “Pit” during January, 
was a strong fourth-place winner. 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) copped fifth 
although never rising above second 
in the weekly showings. 

“Hamlet” (U) was nosed out of 
sixth position by the upcoming 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO). “Joan,” only 
out on a sizable number of play- 
dates near the end. of the month, 


was big to sock in all opening 
weeks, and _ showing _ sustained 
strength. ‘‘Hamlet,” third in De- 


cember, managed to gross close to 
$500,000 during the month to make 
it a solid seventh-place occupant. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), a 
heavyweight right from teeoff play- 
date in N. Y., roared ahead to land 
eighth money. “Don Juan” (WB), 
getting under way just as month 
ended, pushed up to ninth. 

“Enchantment” (RKO) wound 
up 10th while “Accused” (Par) was 
lith. ‘Red Shoes” (EL) rounded 
out the Golden Dozen boxoffice 
winners for January, 

Best runneru'p films were 
“Walked by Night” (EL), “Rogues’ 
Regiment” (U), “Wonderful Urge” 
(20th), ‘‘Man from Colorado” (Col), 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO), “Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U), ‘Mexican Hay- 
ride” (U) and “Three Musketeers” 
(M-G), in that order. 

Large array of newcomers was 
being launched as the month 
ended. “Command Decision” ‘(M-G) 
shapes as one of the best of these. 
“So Dear to My Heart” (RKO), 


‘given a four-state preem in some 


150 theatres late in January, also 
shapes up as a potentially big 
grosser. “My Own True Love” 
(Par) opened okay in one spot. 
“Criss Cross” (U) did well on 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Lex Barker 
Clarence Brown 
David Butler 
Michael Carr 

John Claar 

Sam Dembow 

Ned E. Depinet 
Charles Einfeld 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Melchior Ferrer 
Irving Fromer 
Bonita Granville 
Abel Green 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Maxwell Hamilton 
Henry Henigson 
Marsha Hunt 
Donald Hyde 

Kay Kyser 

Howard Le Sieur 
Ilya Lopert 
Rudolph Mate 
Somerset Maugham 
S. Barret McCormick 
Jimmy McHugh, Jr. 
Robert Mochrie 
Phil Moore 

Abe Olman 

Ezio Pinza 

Robert Presnell, Jr. 
Harry M. Popkin 
Manning Post 
Roberto Rossellini 
Zachary Scott 
George Seaton 
Joshua Shelley 

Lee Sholem 

Rudy Solmsch 
Lionel Stander 
Paul Stewart 
Franchot Tone 
Terry Turner 
Charles Vidor 
John Wildberg 
Howard Young 
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SIMPP MULLS DECREE PROTEST 


~ Par Eyes Theatre Auction Sales 


Paramount may dispose of a number of its theatres, ordered sold 
under either a consent decree or court directive, by public auction 


rather than private negotiations 


with prospective purchasers. At 


least one inquiry of Leonard Goldenson, Par’s theatre head, by a 
party interested in buying a group of theatres has elicited the 
response from the company veepee that Par intends to liquidate 


via the auction method. 


If this system is employed, it would mean that the company 
would advise the trade that specified theatres are available for bids. 
By stacking one prospective purchaser against the other, manage- 
ment probably feels it can obtain the best price without any sub- 
sequent dissidént stockholder charges against private deals. 

On other theatres, being privately dickered, company has hit on 


another formula, it has been learned. 
the net earnings or five times the gross take. 


It is asking for eight times 
Either net or gross 


is figured on an average of the past five years. 








Stickler of What Constitutes a Closed 
Situation Stalls Par Consent Decree 


One of the disputes which must+? 


be ironed out between Paramount 
and the Government before a 
settlement can be finally inked in 
the anti-trust action is whether a 
drive-in constitutes competition in 
a given town or city. Continuing 
negotiations have set up the prin- 
ciple that Par will sell at least one 
theatre in every closed situation. 
But the sparring around has failed 


to clear up the question of what | 


makes a situation closed. 

The difficulty over drive-ins 
illustrates the reason why negotia- 
tions have now stretched out to a 
five-week serial. Both parties are 
in agreement on the fundamental 
that closed spots must be opened. 
However, the chores of applying 
the principle in detail to specific 
situations is proving the stumbling 
block. 

The negotiations, it was learned, 
have caused a sharp split of opinion 
among the board of directors. One 
group is opposed to accepting the 
harsh terms laid out by the Dept. 
of Justice. Majority faction, how- 
ever, is backing a compromise with 
the contention that it would serve 
the best interests of stockholders. 

Board has its regular monthly 
meeting tomorrow (Thurs.) when 

(Continued on page 20) 


New Par Decree 


Set for Wrap-Up 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

Attorney General Tom C. Clark 
indicated over the weekend that 
the new Paramount anti-trust con- 
sent decree is ready for the final 
wrap-up. At the same time, he 
hinted that these decrees with the 
majors may be amended reason- 
ably early. 

Clark, who had declared a day 
or two earlier that the Par item 
would be history within a couple 
of weeks, came into a session of 
Theatre Owners of America board 
of directors to state: “We have 
have had a consent decree with 
one producer, and another is about 
to be worked out. I hope whatever 
ararned out benefits the exhibi- 

In response to questions from 
the theatremen, Clark said the 
door would be open on the com- 

(Continued on page 12) 


Finfeld Stresses He’ll 
Make No Staff Changes 


Charles Einfeld, new publicity- 
advertising veepee of 20th-Fox, 
emphasized this week that he con- 
spa no changes in the staff 
oi ws department. Einfeld ar- 
i In New York Friday (28) 
in _ the Coast. He'll headquarter 
nat algo oy = that he would 
. month Pp to the studio in about 

harles Schlaifer, whom Einfeld 
oe wound up at 20th last 
tion and left on a month’s vaca- 
Goce When he returns to New 
ape it will be to set up the 

arles Schlaifer company, adver- 
Sing and public relations, which 


will take 0 ; 
ou June . aah wrsig ad agency 











Hughes’ Ist for RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Editing, dubbing and scoring of 
first pic completely made under 
Howard Hughes’ regime at RKO 
was completed over the weekend. 
“It’s Only Money,” Frank Sinatra- 
Jane Russell starrer, came in on 
nose of $850,000 budget. 


Two other pix .wound up re- 
cently, “Clay Pigeon” and ‘“Set- 
up,” were started when Dore 


Schary headed the studio. 


Kickback Verdict 
On C. P. Skouras 
Due In Few Wks. 


Word is expected from Referee 
Jacob S. Demov within the next 
few weeks on whether an okay will 
be forthcoming on the offer of 
Charles P. Skouras, National The- 
atres head, to kick back to 20th- 





posed N.Y. 
holder settlement. Action charged 
NT officials. Hearings before the 
referee, which started Oct. 1, have 
now been completed. Testimony 





| are 
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KEY TO GRIPES 





The Society of Independent Mo- | 


‘tion Picture Producers is mulling | 


plans for protest against the Gov- 
ernment’s apparent willingness to 
settle the industry anti-trust suit 
via a series of consent decrees 
which will keep intact large por- 
tions of the theatre circuits pres- 


ently affiliated with the major 
company defendants. RKO has 
already come to terms with the 


Dept. of Justice on such a decree, 
Paramount is near one, and 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros. have been 
consulting with D. of J. ‘officials 
with that possibility in mind. 

SIMPP members, execs and 
legalites have not fully determined 
whether they want to enter a pro- 
test and, if they do, exactly what 
form it should take. Uncertainty 
is based partially on the fact that 
the legal grounds are not quite 
clear and that SIMPP members 
more or less sure that their 
squawk would have ho effect be- 
yond the moral one in publicizing 
their objection. 

Protest might be made directly 
to Attorney General Tom Clark or 
to the court when the decrees are 
presented for approval. At the 
time of the 1940 consent decree, 
the Federal court allowed a full 
day for interested parties to sound 
off their objections. The judge 
then went ahead and signed the 
decree as written, which is one 


|reason why SIMPP execs are not 


|too optimistic about getting re- 
sults. Decrees are technically a 
deal between the Government, 


which brought the action, and the 
defendants, and so the right of the 
indies—or any other outsider—to 
protest is hazy. 

Difficulty with a howl to the At- 
torney General is that, aside from 
the case of RKO, where a settle- 
ment was announced, SIMPP has 

(Continued on page 48) 








Disney s Blitz 


Fox some $1,300,000 under a pro- | 
supreme court stock- | 


exorbitant salaries and bonuses to | 


/on the proposed compromise filled | 


|815 pages in addition to a large 
‘number of exhibits. 

Demov was named by N.Y. 
supreme court Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora after a_ splinter group 
protested the settlement arranged 
by minority stockholder plaintiffs. 
Besides repayment by Skouras, 
deal called for rebates of $198,000 
| apiece by his aides Frank (Rick) 
Ricketson and Elmer Rhoden plus 


a smaller sum by Harold Fitz- 
gerald. 
Ceiling of $360,000 yearly was 


placed on _ percentage bonuses 
/ which could be paid to Skouras 
/under his contract. Milton Pollack 
|is fronting for minority  stock- 
| holders seeking an okay on the 
compromise. 


METRO COAST CONFAB 
TO TEE OFF 25TH ANNI. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 


Metro's Silver Anniversary Fes- 
tival, marking 1949 as the com- 
pany’s 25th year of operations, will 
get its sendoff during the series of 
confabs slated to start here Sunday 
(6). With top execs of the three 
branches of the company converged 





for the huddles, plans will be 
drafted for special promotion 
through Metro’s regular ad-pub 


‘unit and its music, record and radio 
| subsids. 

| Scheduled to arrive here from 
N. Y. today (Tues.) and tomorrow 
are Arthur M. Loew, Howard Dietz, 
‘John Murphy, Eugene Picker, Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, Edward M. Saun- 
ders, Ted Gould, Silas F. Seadler, 
William R. Ferguson, Herbert 
Crooker, Ernest Emerling, H. M. 


Ritchey, Mike Simons and William 
{ Ornstein. 


‘ 
>dpe 


Preem for Heart 


Walt Disney’s “So Dear to My 
Heart,” currently at the Palace, 
N. Y., will be exhibited on a unique 
policy in the metropolitan N. Y. 
area. It will preem in 113 other 
houses on Washington’s birthday, 


‘Feb. 22, and then in two waves of 


additional houses with seven days 
clearance in between. 

Scheme, worked out by William 
B. Levy, Disney distribution exec, 
with RKO, the distrib, is a modi- 
fication of the plan used by David 
O. Selznick for his ‘‘Duel in the 
Sun.” In that case “Duel” 
preemed in 54 metropolitan houses 
day-and-date with the opening at 
the Capitol on Broadway. 

Disney had hoped for a nabe 
day-and-date preem with the 
Palace, but it couldn’t be worked 
out. Same purpose will in part be 
served, however, since advertising 
and promotion for the Palace run 


|is being held to a minimum. Con- 


centration of the campaign will be 
on the nabe openings. 

This is in line with a grow- 
ing opinion, shared with Disney by 
Selznick and other indie pro- 
ducers, that for some types of 
product there is a great waste of 
coin on a big pre-Broadway cam- 
paign. So much is spent on ad- 
vertising that it cannot be hoped 
that the engagement will turn out 
financially profitable. All the pro- 
ducer can get is prestige—if his 
picture is well received. 

New thinking is: “Why spend all 
that money in the newspapers and 
on the radio when, at best, you 


can expect to fill nothing more 
than a 1,500-seat house? For the 


same expenditure, or a little more, 
you can make the advertising work 
toward filling thousands and thou- 
sands of seats in scores of houses.” 

Disney spent $68,000 on _ pre- 
opening and first-week advertising 
of his last pic in New York, 
“Melody Time,” at the Astor. 
Total expended for all engage- 

(Contmued on ‘page '12) 


INTACT CIRCUITS TOA Directorate Asks 20% Tax Repeal, 





Washington, Feb. 1. 


Points Up Exhib Fear of Video 


Are Pix That Bad? 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Popcorn and candy, old resi- 
dents of film’ house lobbies, 
have a new  neighbor—per- 
fumery. Six downtown thea- 
tres here have installed slot 
machines to dispense vials of 
sweet odors. 

By dropping two bits in the 
Slot the film fan can carry 
home a tiny bottle of Joan 
Bennett Perfume. 


EL’s 3006 Rental 
For Week Points 
Up Profits Rise 


For the first time since it started 
releasing pix two years ago, Eagle 
Lion last week went solidly ahead 
of operating costs in film rentals. 
Company took in over $300,000 for 
the seven days, scoring a substan- 
tial net over its break-even point 
of $250,000 for current weekly ex- 
penses. High point was reached 
after EL had upped its take for 
the week before to $270,000 in 
rentals. 

Rally of EL in the past 12 
months has showed up in the fact 
that the outfit for the past half- 
year has been garnering rentals 
sufficient to get it past its oper- 
ating nut. Profit margin, how- 
ever, had heretofore been com- 
paratively thin, bettering the 
overhead figure by $5,000-$10,000 
weekly. 

Pacing the climb to a solid mar- 
gin of profit were J. Arthur Rank’s 
“The Red Shoes,” handled here by 
EL, and its own Hollywood-made 
“He Walked by Night.” Showing 
of “Shoes,” currently distributed 
on a roadshow basis at a $2.40 top, 
is particularly strong, with the pic 
displaying potent staying power. 








Film, which has opened in some. 


10 spots in the past few months, 


has yet to close in any of the sit- 


_ uations. 


Increased bulk of shipping and 


, playdate availabilities on other 
_ product helped push the total last 
week. At the same time, while 
current releases are now turning 
up with a sizeable profit, writeoff 
of weak product released during 
its first year still presents a prob- 
lem. Part of the thin take of that 
semester must still be absorbed by 
the net now being consistently 
turned in by the newer films. 


MAJORS SOCKED WITH 
NEW $1,317,000 SUIT 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Major distributors, affiliated the- 
atres and one independent circuit 
were hit Monday (31) with an anti- 
trust suit seeking a total of $1,- 
317,000 in damages. Complainant 
is Griffith-Coleman, Inc., on behalf 
of its new La Tijera theatre. Suit 
is the second to be filed by a new 
exhibitor in recent months on the 
grounds of failure to obtain first 
run product because of alleged 
discrimination. 

La Tijera suit charges that the 
new de luxe shcwease is being 
jeopardized in its efforts to con- 
tinue as a firstrun because of the 
majors’ refusal to supply product. 

William J. Kupper, Jr., general 
manager for Griffith - Coleman, 
declares that, although the theatre 
was built and advertised as a first- 
run house, it is in danger of closing 
down because of the lack of prod- 





uct. Theatre opened with “My 
Dear Secretary” from _ United 
Artists. 

Defendants in the action are 


20th-Fox, National Theatres, Fox- 
West Coast theatres, Warners, Co- 
lumbia, Loew’s, Universal, Para- 
mount, RKO and Prin-Cor United 
Co., operator of the four music 
halls from which UA sold away 
on “Secretary” booking for the La 
Tifera.' | o@ Pio sien 


teuwCsy 


| $44,905,000, 


The directors of the Theatre 
| Owners of America called on Con- 
‘gress over the weekend to repeal 
the 20% admissions tax, and 
pointed up the sharp awareness 
that exhibitors have of the poten- 
tial competition of video. 

The two-day board session here 
(28-29) urged exhibitors to look 
over their local situations with a 
view toward getting into television 
it feasible, even if only a small in- 
terest in a station. Meeting also 
warned the studios that “a grave 
danger and injustice” would exist 
if the films made for theatres are 
also sold to video. The. theatre- 
men heard Wayne Coy, chairman 
of the FCC admit that their indus- 
try will face a tougher job getting 
tele licenses than most other lines 
of business because pictures 
already are “a medium of com- 
munication.” 

Other highlights of the conven- 
tion: 

Los Angeles was selected as the 
1949 convention city. There was 
talk of a four-day affair, probably 
early in October. 

In a resolution calling upon Con- 
gress to repeal the admissions bite, 
the TOA board claimed this would 
so stimulate attendance that the 
Government would receive enough 
revenue from increased corporate 
income taxes to make up for the 
loss of the 20% excise. 

Ted Gamble offered a resolution 
calling upon Eric Johnston to re- 
schedule the cancelled all-indus- 
try meeting in Hollywood, so that 
the matter of the bad press caused 
by some few stars could be con- 
sidered. 

A resolution calling upon MPAA 
and the producers “to cease sup- 
plying service camp theatres with 
commercial motion picture films 
prior to their showings in the 
competitive theatres of the United 

(Continued on page 13) 


Pic Dividends 
Off $9,500,000 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

Film industry dividends for 1948 
ran over $9,500,000 behind the 
1947 stockholders’ melon, U. S. 
Department of Commerce figures 
disclosed past week. Dive was due 
principally to the fact that four 
companies—RKO, 20th, Universal 
and Warners — aggregated divi- 
dends of about 30° less than dur- 
ing the preceding year. 

Total pix dividends reported to 
the Government amounted to 
compared with the 
sock, record-breaking $54,641,000 
of 1947. Decline was about 18° 
but still it was one of the most 
profitable years on record for the 
picture stockholders. 

In December, the pix companies 
disbursed $7,593,000 to stockhold- 
ers, not far behind the $7,959,000 
for December, 1947. 

Commerce Department estimates 
that these publicly reported divi- 
dends are about 60°% to 65° of all 
dividends issued. 


7th Stockholder Suit 
On WB-USP Setup 


Seventh minority stockholder ac- 
tion attacking a 1946 production 
deal between Warner Bros. and 
United States Pictures has been 
filed in N. Y. Federal district court. 
Named as defendants besides the 
two companies are Harry M., Jack 
L. and Major Albert Warner, Sam- 
uel Carlisle, Samuel Schneider, 
John E. Bierworth, Joseph Bern- 
hardt and Milton Sperling. Ac- 
counting of all profits from the 
production unit is demanded, sim- 
ilarly to the other pending suits. 

Action was filed by Abraham 
Fistel, who claims a production 
pact whereby the unit would'make 
six pix on the Burbank lot with 
Warners paying 50° of the nut 
was illegal and improper. 
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$3,162,812 Red for Universal in “48 
After $3,230,017 Net Profit in ‘47 





Yanks Stall 


Continued from page 3 


known repeatedly that it would by 
no means consider binding on its 
|}members any agreement nego- | 








nett. “Secret” carried a negative 





Number ot expensive pix which ¢ 
failed to pay off their negative 
cost at the boxoffice shoved Uni- 
versal inte the red to the tune 
of $3,162,812 during fiscal 1948, 
ended Oct. 30, company’s report, 
this week disclosed. Actually, the 
crimson tinge was even deeper, 
since the loss hit $4,424,625 before 
a tax credit of $1,240,000 was ef- 
fected. With its production budgets 
adjusted to new market demands 
and most of the costly celluloid 
amortized, however, U sees more 
profitable days ahead. 

Loss compared with a $3,230,017 
net profit for the year before 
Grosses showed a decline to $57,- 
989.307. off $6,969,098 from ‘47, 
when the total take included $3.- 
875,000 received in partial payment 
for a reissue deal with Realart 
Pictures. 

Effect of U’s recent economies 
showed up in the company’s evalu- 
ation of film backlogs. From a high 
of $20,835,127 at the clese of °47, 
amount has retreated to $16,835,- 
127. Sharpest drop was in films be- 
fore the cameras, which came to 
only $3,997.655 against $6,438,659 
in °47. While productions com- 
pleted but unreleased climbed to 
$3,841,363 from $1,761,032. re- 
leased pix dipped to $9,057,761 
from $12,635,436. 


Upped Pix Costs 


Increased cost of films released 
during the year showed up in the 
amortization total of $44,009,043, a 
healthy boost over the $38,834,336 , 
figure in 1947. U’s cost-cutting 
moves, which had not been fully 
effected when the fiscal year ended 
saved the company close to $2,000.- 
000. Sales and administrative ex- 
penses are figured at $18,063,357 
for 1948 while 1947’s comparative 
total was $20.048,828. Chief sav- 
ing was in the foreign wing of the 
company, where +$4,812.247 was 
ladled out last year against $6,056.- 
470 in the previous semester. 

Decline in the foreign take is 
fixed by th- report. Earnings over- 
seas in realizable dollars slipped to 
$19,408.147 last year compared to 
$22,648,677 in ’47. Dollar revenues 
from Britain dropped 15%, amount- 
ing to $4,164,000 against 1947's $4.,- 
880.000. Contribution of foreign 
markets to overall company gross 
declined to 33%, report noted, 
while in 47 it was 35% and in °46, 
43%. 

Number of economy readjust- 
ments are touched on. Most “senior 
executives” took substantially less 
pay last year and have agreed to 
do the same during all of 1949. 
Shooting time on films are now 
down 30% on the average from 
last year. 


Indie Product Now 25% 


Realignment of U’s plans with 
reference to indies that have deals 
to produce on the company’s lot 
jointly is also spotted. While last 
year’s product was 50° produced 
on this basis, ratio this year has 
been sliced to 25%. “Although this 
policy requires a greater invest- 
ment by the company,” it is ex- 
plained, “it makes possible tighter 
control over costs and, we believe. 
improvement in their quality and 
boxoffice appeal.” 

Another feature played up is a 
revision of U’s amortization ta- 
bles, which has speeded up the 
bookkeeping tempo considerably. 
Revamping has been caused by the 
uncertainty of the foreign market 
and has resulted in a lowering of 
the company’s inventory by $1.- 
750,000. In effect, first 26 weeks 
after release now must absorb 
73.75% of the negative cost while 
previously it took up only 63.50°. 


Narrow-gauge business handled 
by U’s wholly-owned subsid, United 
World Films, expanded 21% during 
the year, report discloses. Reissue 
business, handled by Realart. has 
also proven Satisfactory, and the 
company believes if present sales 
trends continue, it will garner an- 
other cut from the oldies’ earnings 
in another year. 

Winding up with a declaration 
of its attitude towards the current 
conspiracy suits brought by the 10 
“unfriendly witnesses” in the 
House’ un-American Activities 
probe, U states flatly: “It is the 
settled policy of this company not 
to employ known Communists, and 
it will remain so unless held illegal 
py the proper courts.” 


French Pix Pulled in Dutch 


‘tiated without the presence of its | 
reps. MPAA has no desire to) 
spoil the atmosphere surrounding | 
H I M . § ) the oy lb preorienyed ms hed ra | 
ublic howl from the indies. e | 
olises n USIC nar British agree to broaden the scope | 
Amsterdam, Feb. 1. of the session, SIMPP will un- 
Aftermath of a court decision to doubtedly be invited to attend. 
adjust a suit brought by BUMA, : : 

the Dutch equivalent of the Ameri- 3 Yanks, 3 Britishers 

can Society of Authors, Composers Original conception of the Joint 


of the play. 


cluded in the writeoff bracket. 


smdil sum. 


and Publishers, against the Bio- Anglo-American Council. as 

scoop Bond, has resulted in French formulated by Johnston and Brit- entertainment pictures aimed 

pictures being pulled from south- | jch toppers when the 75% tax dis- 

ern Holland theatres. pute was settled last March, was and the Abbott & Costello “Mexican Hayride.” 


Exhibitors’ refusal to play Gallic {hat it was to include three Ameri- do about $2,200,000. 


Diana Pic Top U Loser 


Biggest money loser in the group of films which Universal wrote 
off at a loss before airing its annual statement of profit-and-loss is 
understood to be “Secret Beyond the Door,” production of Diana 
Pictures, co-owned by Walker Wanger, Fritz Lang and Joan Ben. 


cost of about $1,800,000 and was 


only good for a domestic take of some $700,000. 


Another on the big red team was “Another Part of the Forest” 
for which U reportedly paid $500,000 to Lillian Hellman, author 
Pic’s production nut came to some $1,300,000, of 
which it will pick up $700,000-$800,000 domestically. 
ment,” with a nut of $1,400,000, was also a b.o. missout. 

“Letter From An Unknown Woman” and “Ivy” also were jn. 
“All My Sons,” another prestige 
picture of U, cost over $2,000,000 but lost only a comparatively 


“Lost Mo- 


Against these prestige films, U is now showing an upturn on 
for 


the bread-and-butter market. 


Current top moneymakers, significantly, are “Rogue’s Regiment” 


Each pic looks to 





product stems from their unwilling- can and three English reps. Yanks 


a 





ness to permit BUMA to collect a, were Johnston, Barney Balaban, 
percentage of a film’s gross for paramount prexy, and Nicholas M. 
musical royalties due the French Scehneck, Loew’s prexy. British- 


Societe des Auteurs, Compositeurs 
et Editeurs de Musique. 


1948 Estimated At 


ers were Rank, Sir Alexander Kor- 
da and Sir Henry French, head of 
the British Film Producers Assn. 
Reason for desiring a broadening 
of the participants in the conclave 
—if and when jit is held—goes 





Nat'l Allied’s Demands To Remove 
‘Must’ % Gets Brushoff from Majors 


+e 
v 





back to the thinking that caused 
the Americans to delay so long in 
agreeing originally to a joint meet- 
ing. They don’t see anything to be 
gained on their side. They know | 
that all Rank and Korda want is | 

} 


Tele, 16m Top Agenda 
At 1A Exec Bd. Meet 


New Orleans, Feb. 1. 
Organization of the television 
and 16m fields is topping the 
‘agenda of the semi-annual execu- 


51 ,245,000,000 In 
Total Pic Receipts 


Universal’s annual statement, 
released this week, airs. a number 


increased playing time in America 
and they maintain that they are 
in no position to guarantee that. 


This factor is also tied in with 


: 43 pean ; sti the desire for the commana tive board meeting of the Interna- 
ol Seaaaee tee diet eke teak cae because of the impending court tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
sale decrees. When these have been| Employees being held here this 


ed. In a survey which curtain-raises 
the report, U estimates total box- 
office receipts in the U. S. during 
1948 at $1,245,000,000, or a decline 
of less than 10% from the pre- 
vious year. 

In °47, according to the report, 
domestic grosses hit $1,380,000,000 | #2 houses. 
while the figure reached an alltime | The move by the U. S. majors in 
peak of $1,427,000,000 in ’46. “This Originally agreeing to the March 
decline should probably be regard- meeting, after pushing a session 
ed not so much as a trend, but off for a long time, was dictated 
rather as a leveling off from the by several factors. First was the 
abnormal peaks of 1946-47,” it con- force of public and Governmental 
tinues. opinion. They wanted to avoid 

Spotting the trend foreign-wise, | Making it look like they were per- 
U sees an estimated total of $100,- | petuating difficulties with the 
000,000 in actual remittances ac- British by refusing to accept the 
cumulated by the industry during Rank-Korda offer to settle matters | 


agreed upon with the Dept. of Jus-| week. Regional chiefs of the IA 
tice, the Americans can go into} are also discussing current con- 
the Joint Council session and truly | tract negotiations of various locals, 
say they can do nothing regarding | including the Hollywood crafts. 
British playing time in U. S. thea-| Richard F. Walsh, IATSE prez, 
tres because they no longer have jg presiding. 











Selznick Seeking 


Continued from page 3 








by EL’s staff. The 11 sales execs 
‘in the field have been allotted of- 
| fice space in EL’s branches and the 





EL’s insignia. 
All Selznick pix will be released 


1948. Peak, it said, was in 1946, face-to-face. iby EL in 1949, William J. Heine- 
when the foreign take came to y |man, distribution veepee, disclosed 
$138,000,000, and then declined to| _ _UPPed Quota Threat this week. Startoff film will be 
$124,000,000 in ’47. The British .. Secondly, was the threat of the | «cince You Went Away,” which 


‘will have its test run at the Par- 
‘amount theatre, San _ Francisco, 
| Feb. 10. Pie will be labeled a play- 
| back rather than reissue. Test 
| engagement is to determine 
, whether the pic is strong enough 


market was down to $35,000,000 British government pushing up its 
last year, report ddded, against present 45% quota to 60% or 75% 
$56,000,000 in 1947 and $70,000,000 ©” urging of the producers and the 
in 1946. unioas. Latter see this as a means 
Current foreign dilemma “arises °f, &4Sing the present production 
solely from a shortage of dollar C!sis in which many studios are 
exchanges,” U noted, “actually Shut down. ‘to pull first-run admissions in big 

American films are doing a very, Yanks hoped that the meeting | houses. 
good business in foreign markets.” might alleviate this threat of a| Only other oldie to be booked 
Tremendous earning power is quota tilt, but feel that this can singly will be “Spellbound.” Film, 
“damned up temporarily,” and best be accomplished with reps of | however, will not be released until 
while the immediate outlook in the British exhib organizations and | Walter Wanger’s “Joan of Arc,” | 
1949 is for a further decline in unions on hand. Exhibs, of course, | another Ingrid Bergman starrer, | 
dollar remittances, “there is some are strong allies of the U. S. firms | has played off. Other six Selznick 
reason to believe that we may be in holding the quota down, since | reissues will be packaged by EL | 
nearing the bottom of the trend.” they prefer, for the sake of the| and sold as dualers. 

uropean Recovery Plan as well as _b.o., to be permitted to play a 
bettering international conditions , maximum quantity of Hollywood : wequrma tani ih 
generally are viewed as pointing product. Unions, on the other | Heineman will launch a series | 
to an upswing. hand, which have been hot for the Of four regional meetings within | 
Making a pitch for greater exhib | quota upping could be impressed | the next few weeks to set the | 
cooperation, U’s prelim statement with the idea that lack of playing policy on the Selznick offerings. 
declares, “there is doubt that any time for British product in the), Sales of “Jennie,” which had 
producing-distributing company, U. S. is not the fault of the majors >een halted temporarily, have now | 
exclusive of its theatre operations, or of Yank exhibs, but that it is resumed. Initial eastern date, 
is making money today. It is gen- just the quality of the pictures. Translux theatre, Washington, | 
erally believed that most if not D. C., Feb. 19, which was called | 
all are conducting producing and | off a couple weeks ago, has been | 
distributing operations at a sub- reset for April 17. Engagements | 
stantial loss. On the other hand, | are also being set up in Boston, | 
theatres throughout the country, , | Chicago, Miami, San Francisco and | 
both large and small, with few if. | other major cities on the basis of | 
any exceptions have been operat- 20th-Fox the European distribu- 2 Small tilt in regular admission 
ing profitably.” tion rights on three films he made | S¢2!€S. | 
Leonard Case, company treas- 


cL ,/—, mdependently for worldwide re- ; g 
oe lease by 20th. MPSC will handle | Urer and long a Selznick financial | 
- is understood taking over | 
Rank, Korda | 


he E ’ _ aide, rs | 

. A cape ong is . | general supervision of the SRO dis- | 

wo other pix from abroad in tribution operation, with Sidney. 

"| the Agnew-Casanave stable will be Deneau continuing in charge of 

rar gg "‘Seaeanaer te sales, Case is currently confabbing | 

eartnered with Monte Shaff, is , With Selznick on the Coast, while 
tentatively titled “Thief of Venice,” 

and will start shooting in color in 


'Deneau returned last week from 
Venice about March 1. The other 


huddles. 
Continuing to pare his organiza- | 
4 3 . tion, Selznick this week gave no- 
one, in which Wachsberger is ;; 
partnered with Giuseppe Baratolo, Son 00 Slee tee Saree, Dene ab She 
is being produced in Rome with 
Roberto Rossellini directing and 


contract department, and William 
Kaufman, budget clerk. Miss De 
'Anna Magnani starred. Tentatively 
labeled “Beggar of Rome,” it halt- 


Grau, who came to SRO after 
| many years at Paramount, is being | 
ed production recently to allow 
Rossellini to make his current trip 


succeeded by Sam Sigman, who is 
adding contract supervision to his 
to the US. 
Casanave, who has been on the 


other duties. 
Selznick is planning to re-edit 
Coast for the past three weeks 
working out details of some of the 











8 Indies Sign 
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Continued from page 3 


the sale to U. S. distribs for frozen 
pounds of “Winslow Boy” and 
“The Small Back Room.” “Wins- 
low” has been highly successful 
here, and “Room” has recently 
been completed by Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger. These 
deals will be similar to that by 
which David O. Selznick recently 
acquired ‘Fallen Idol.” 

_ Korda also hopes to sew up dur- 
ing his U. S. visit a deal with an 
American indie for joint produc- 
tion in England. Yank would put 
up frozen coin for production and 
possibly provide stars and story, | 
for which he’d get western hemi- 
sphere rights. This is the plan on 


“The Fallen Idol,” Sir Alexander 

= mg prizewinning British film, | 

while waiting for Jennifer Jones to. 
which Korda is currently making deals, leaves for New York Friday wind up in Metro’s “Madame Bo- 
The Elusive Pimpernel” with (4). Agnew, who went out with vary.” That is expected to be in 
Samuel Goldwyn and “Third Man” Casanave, returned east last week | April, when they will be married 
= Gone to Earth” with Selg-: to continue rounding out the home- and go to Europe. Selznick owns 
nick. office setup. U. S. distribution rights on “Idol.” 


SRO name is going on doors under | 


/pensive product cannot 


Sweeping demands by a National 
Allied committee on major dis- 
tribs for removal of “must” per- 
centage selling of films have ap- 
parently met an equally sweeping 
rejection by the companies. After 
huddling with sales toppers of all 
majors except RKO, the four-man 
delegation, headed by Col. H. A. 
Cole, is reportedly taking back to 
Allied a report that the companies 
are insisting on percentage terms 
for all top product. Several dis- 
tribs, however, evinced a readiness 
to sell flats providing the figure 
was set on formulas which consider 
the earnings of big pix previously 
sold on percentage. 


While blanketing their demands 
in an aura of secrecy, it has been 
learned that Cole’s committee 
asked for a lifting of percentage 
product so far as all indie exhibs 
were concerned in smaller situa- 
tions. A return to flats was de- 
manded, it’s said, regardless of 
whether the theatre operator falls 
into a first-run or subsequent 
bracket. 


The big gripe voiced by the dele- 
gation is that branch managers and 
salesmen no longer have dis- 
cretionary powers to award flat 
terms on the _ higher-bracketed 
product. Because homeoffice sales 
toppers now set mandatory per- 
centage requirements on the A’s, 
Cole’s group argued, the local 
sales staffers can no longer make 
exceptions for exhibs whose par- 
ticular problems warrant that sort 
of treatment. 

Cole maintained that only local 
sales personnel knew personally 
of these problems. Allied wants to 
reverse the current swing towards 
centralization in distribution and 
bring discretion back to the ex- 
changes, sales toppers were in- 
formed. 

Distrib execs chilled the Allied 
plea with the assertion that ex- 
be sold 
profitably on flat rentals at present 
inflated production costs. Number 
of them paraded their books and 
records to show that the distribu- 
tion end of the business is now 
operating in the red. 

Cole committee will report to 
the Allied board meet now set for 
Washington, Feb. 14-15. Members, 
including Charles Niles, Sidney E. 
Samuelson and Martin G. Smith, 
were named following a resolution 
of Allied at its November conven- 
tion in New Orleans. 


B. 0. Champs 


Continued from page 4 — 


preem week in L. A. “Letter to 
Three Wives” (20th) was very g00 
on first week at Radio City Music 
Hall. “Unknown Island” (FC) did 
remarkably strong trade on first 
batch of dates. , 
“Walked by Night” (EL), which 
was playing some of initial dates 
late in January, looks like a comer. 
“Act of Murder” (U) has been do- 
ing no better than when released 
as “They Live Today for Tomor- 


row.” 
(UA) 














“Red River” continued 
registering smart money. “Three 
Godfathers” (M-G) did not do s0 
well on some of its first playdates. 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) was 
doing spotty trade last month. , 

“Last Days of Pompeii ’-“She. 
RKO’s reissue combo, still was 
measuring up to its initial proms 
and smash showing made at %. 
Palace. “Angel on Amazon” (Rep 
managed to collect healthy coib 


on scattered playdates. 
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BRITISH CRISI 


Canadian Production Plans Go Boom: 
No U. S. Films Quota Seen in Works 


Montreal, Feb. 1. 

The Canadian production boom, 
which started with a bang last year, 
has thinned down to a _ whisper. 
Several U. S. producers, including 
some of the majors who originally 
planned to set up Canadian com- 
panies, have begun the southward 
trek to home grounds after run- 
ning into such obstacles as lack of 
adequate facilities and manpower. 

The U. S. film industry is still 
ready, however, to turn out pix in 
Canada, with Canadian back- 
grounds and personnel. Original 
move by American producers was 
made as a cooperative gesture to 
the Canadian government, which 
wanted to even up the one-way flow 
of dollars to the U. S. Canada’s 
annual deficit resulting from ex- 
hibition of Hollywood pix amounts 
to $17,000,000 annually. 

In the future, U. S. companies 
will follow through by scheduling 
several pix for shooting on 
Canadian location. Eagle Lion has 
already completed “Northwest 
Stampede” in this country, while 
20th-Fox is planning to _ shoot 
“Canadian Pacific,” 
Scott-Jane Wyatt starrer, up here. 
March of Time has also slated the. 
production of some_ shorts in 
Canada. 

Large-scale financing from the 
U. S., of Canadian studios, how- 
ever, has become dimmer with the 
recent collapse ~of Renaissance 
Films, outfit set up last year of 
Joseph Than and Leonard Fields, 
indie Hollywood producers. Renais- 
sance was supposed to have started 
shooting Jan. 15 on the first of 10 
pictures to be released worldwide 
by Monogram and Allied Artists. 
Nothing materialized due to inade- 
quate studio facilities, and Than 
and Fields have returned to Holly- 
wood. 

Renaissance Reorganized 

Reorganized with a new board of 
directors, Renaissance is now blue- 
printing a French language film, 
budgeted at about $140,000. Re- 
turns from Quebec, only area the 
film can hope for full distribution 
due to the language barrier, will 

(Continued on page 20) 





American Companies Put 
Clamp on British Duals 
In Slough of U. S. Films 


Availability to. British exhibs of 
much minor and independent U. S. 
product for the lower half of dual 
bills is responsible for the new 
action of major Yank companies in 
insisting that both ends of a double 
feature be the product of the same 
distrib. New rule, an extension of 
the “unit plan,” which requires 
that films of major American com- 
panies cannot be twinned with any 
but Yank pix, becomes effective 
April 1. 

U. S. majors made the new rule 
for two reasons. First is to im- 
prove the b.o. return on the top 
picture on the bill. Exhibs were 
tending to throw a cheaply-bought 
weakie in the bottom slot. Inas- 
much as some fairly good major 
Product would get. no other play- 
ing time, because of the quota 
regulations, companies felt it 
would be advantageous to use it to 
ee the take of the top-rung 

Secondly, since these lesser- 
quality pix wouldn’t get dates 
otherwise, the majors thought they 
on as well be getting the coin 

uallers rather than allow it to go 
to the U. S. indies and minor com- 
en, Practice is to deduct from 
a Rana w of the top pic the cost 
pa Are of the secondary one, 
let that coin get. away. 

Original purpose of the “unit 
P vert was to prevent J. Arthur 
age from using big American pix 
. ter Meee on his circuit to 
slotted int> own prodtct, which he 


cone been well satisfied with 


fae s¢'vme has not called forth un- 
rable repercussions from Brit- 
$4 exhib associations. 
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J. B. Nathan At 1.0. 


John B. Nathan, Paramount's 
European sales manager, planed in- 
to New York from Paris Monday 
(31) for a three-week stay at the 
homeoffice. Paramounter pushed 
his visit ahead to huddle with 
George Weltner, company’s foreign 
dept. head, prior to the latter shov- 
ing off for his semi-annual trek 
abroad. Trip was tagged as rou- 
tine by h.o. execs. 

Nathan will be joined by his wife, 
who is currently in Buenos Aires. 
He returns to the Continent with- 
out visiting the Coast. 


Brit. Peer Wants 
To Be Pals Again 
With U.S. Pixers 


London, Feb. 

An appeal to the government to 
come to terms with Hollywood, to 
which there has been “unreason- 
able hostility,” was made by Lord 
Strabolgi at a second reading of 
the Film Finance Bill in the House 
of Lords. In the early part of the 
war when Britain had few friends, 
he said, Hollywood leaders proved 
good supporfers of the British. 

Strabolgi thought the govern- 
ment, with the best of intentions, 
had forced the pace to bring about 
an artificial stimulation of the in- | 
dustry with rather bad results. “If 
we forced production,” he added, 
“‘we’re bound to suffer in quality.” 

Many peers, including Lord 
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London, Feb. 1. 


British film industry’s crisis is 


| scheduled to be taken up tonight 


(Tues.) by President of the Board 
of Trade Harold Wilson in a three- 
hour huddle with heads of various 
picture employees unions. In ad- 
dition, Wilson is due to meet with 
the British Film Producers Assn 
tomorrow (Wed.) for talks on the 
same problem. 

Main discussion at both con- 
claves, it’s understood, will be cen- 


| tered around costs, with Independ- 


ent Frame, a revolutionary new 
production technique which elimi- 
nates expensive backgrounds, also 
slated for analysis. Prospect of 
nationalization, too, w tt be 
weighed. 

Meanwhile, it’s reported that top 
stars are ready to plough back part 


|of their earnings into the industry 
| in a move to aid British production. 


Grantley, appealed for the govern- | 


ment to rebate the the Entertain- 


tion. Further light on the situa- 
tion was provided by Lord Lucas, 
the government’s spokesman. A 
$20,000,000 revolving credit capital, 
he noted, is being made available 
and also explained that the gov-| 


/ernment’s objective is to increase 
ithe 45° playing time quota pro- 


, e exhib pays for the lower-rung | 


- S. majors saw no reason sl 


top position on the bili. | 


Particularly inasmuch as. 


gressively. 


Aspects of this proposal will be 
explored by the BFPA at a meet- 
ing with the Personal Management 
Assn. in which a plan may be 
worked out. 

As Wilson’s crisis meetings were 
scarcely underway, news came 


| through that Metro’s British organ- 


ization was laying off workers at 
its Elstree Studio following com- 
pletion of the Robert Taylor 
starrer, “Conspirator,” wrapped up 
over the weekend by director Vic- 
tor Saville. Closedown has affect- 
ed some 200 employees and no fur- 
ther shooting is contemplated im- 
mediately at the lot. 

Depression in British studios, 
which developed in the latter part 
of 1948, took another knock dur- 
ing the past week with the final 
closing of Islington Studios, axing 
of 250 workers from Denham and 


Pinewood, and the news of the 
closing of British National at 
Elstree, which will put another 


250 into unemployed ranks. 
Although Rank headquarters is 


t |maintaining a discreet silence on 
ments Tax as a subsidy to produc- | 


| studio unions 


latest developments, Rank himself 
has been compelled to put his case 
frankly to the leaders of the three 
and has enlisted 
their aid in the new approach to 


| Wilson, and British Treasury chief 


(Continued on page 20) 





‘ ? 
However, Lucas pointed out that | Banks Unreasonable 


the industry was unable to satisfy | 
the present quota and production | 
is being carried on at a loss. | 
Turning to the Film Finance Bill, | 
he said an amendment is being in- 
troduced to limit loans to produc- 
tions which would not exceed the 
amount of their anticipated budg- 
ets. 





Minority Stockholder 
Loses 20th-Fox Suit 


N. Y. Federal Court Judge Ed- 
ward A. Conger last week dis- 


missed a suit brought by minority 
stockholder David Colby against 
Raymond Klune and  20th-Fox. 
Plaintiff claimed that Klune, de- 
scribed as a production manager 
under Darryl Zanuck, violated sec- 
tion 16B of the Securities & Ex- 
changes Commission law of 1934 
by buying and selling 20th stock 
within a period of six months, and 
any profits he may have made 
should have gone to 20th. 

In tossing out the action, Judge 
Conger noted that the SEC statute 
applied only to officers of a cor- 
poration or its stockholders who 
held more than 10° of a firm’s 
stock. As a production manager, 
the court held, Klune’s post was 
not that of an officer, nor did he 
hold in excess of 10° of 20th’s 
stock. 





FORMS COAST AGCY. 

Lillie Messinger, formerly with 
Universal-International as an ad- 
viser on story properties and tal- 
ent, has formed an independent 
agency in Hollywood to handle ac- 
tors, writers, directors and pro- 
ducers. 

She and Gloria Safier, legit tal- 
ent agent in New York, will repre- 
sent each other's clients on the two 
coasts. , 


| with 


On Security Demands, 
Indie Producer Avers 


Current security demands of 
banks are “unreasonable,” indie 
producer Jack Wrather charged in 
New York Monday (31), and until 
the moneylenders’ rigid require- 
ments are eased “T’ll put up my 
own financing 100°.” Previously 
the Texas oilman utilized partial 
backing from institutions and 
handled: second-money himself. 

A film-maker for the past three 
years. Wrather ascribed the banks’ 
toughness to the fact that some 
were hooked by a wave of “irre- 
sponsible” producers who flocked 
to Hollywood in the lush times a 
few years ago. As a result, bank- 
ers are now drawing their purse- 
strings at the expense of the 
“legitimate” producers. 





Rank Counsel Preps 
For Canada Odeon Suit 


Proposed U. S. trip of G. L. 
Woodham-Smith, general counsel 
to J. Arthur Rank, in mid-March 
will be mainly to prepare for trial 


in the pending damage action 
brought against Universal and 
Rank by Paul Nathanson, former 


head of Odeon Theatres of Can- 
ada. Woodham-Smith will confab 
Charles Prutzman, general 
counsel and veepee of U, and pos- 
sibly trek to Canada to line up the 
defendants’ case. 

Nathanson brought his suit in 
Canada, claiming that he had ex- 
clusive distribution rights in the 
Dominion to United World Pic- 
tures’ product. Latter outfit, joint- 
ly owned by U and Rank, was dis- 
solved when U absorbed Inter- 


_ national Pictures. 


WITH INDUSTRY Trust Issue Seen in Recent FCC Moves 





Crown Huddles Goldwyn 


Alfred Crown, foreign = sales- 
manager and v.p. of Samuel Gold- 
wyn Productions, returned to New 
York last week from a four-week 
visit to London and Paris and 
headed immediately for the Coast 
to confab with Goldwyn. 

Crown conferred abroad with 
execs of RKO, which handles the 
Goldwyn product, on release plans 
for “Enchantment” and on sale of 
other films. 


Deluge Grows 
On US. Distrib 
Of British Films 


Sudden deluge of British pix re- 
leased in the U. S. crept higher 
this week when it was learned that 
the J. Arthur Rank organization 
has pulled two more films from its 
shelves for early screening in met- 
ropolitan theatres. One of the two, 
“Tt Always Rains on Sunday,” was 
the top British grosser in the 
United Kingdom last year but had 
been kept out of the American 
market for fear its appeal was 
strictly British. Unheralded slot- 
ting of the pic is credited to a 
complete reversal in the American 
attitude towards British imports. 

Execs in the U. S. Rank office 
will continue hauling British films 
off the shelves in a comeback move 
to make up for several years’ loss 
of ground, it’s now indicated. The 
, seven pix recently grooved into re- 
lease had been gathering dust for 
over two years because both Rank’s 
U. S. distribs, Universal and Eagle 
Lion, were convinced that the films 
had no b.o. appeal here. 

Peculiarly enough, Rank office 
used unorthodox tactics to demon- 
strate that the oldies could draw 





_American audiences. On their own 
| volition, Rank execs screened the 


films to exhibs recently and then 
obtained first-run bookings in N. Y. 
Only after the first five pix—all 


|of which have been in the U. S. 


for the two-year period — had 
played to solid attendance were 
the films picked up for distribution 
by EL. Fred Stein, formerly with 
the Skouras theatre chain, has 
been taken on now for special han- 
dling of the new wave of British 
films. 

Rank officials concede that ex- 
hibs were “dead scared of these 
films’ three years ago. While the 


pix will not get general release 
treatment, they are definitely 
slated for art-house circulation 


throughout the country. 

Second of the next two releases 
is the James Mason-Margaret Lock- 
wood starrer, “A Place of One's 
Own.” which goes into the Art the- 
atre, N. Y. Leadofi two were ‘‘Don’t 
Take It tu Heart’ and “Waterloo 
Road,” which played as a package 
at the Beacon theatre, N. Y. They 
were followed by “A Canterbury 
Tale” and “Woman in the Hall.” 

“Mr. Perrin and Mr. Traill,” 
playing <¢t the Little Carnegie, 
N. Y., is the other release. 





| Supreme 
| victions of 


7 Washington, Feb. 1. 


Will the big motion picture com- 
panies be ruled out of the tele- 
vision broadcasting field? There's 
a <ood chance they will. Not only 
that, but those firms which already 
have stations may be compelled to 
“divest” or divorce themselves 
from their licenses. And from 
their radio outlets too. 

The basis for such action would 
be their violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust law. A provision in the 
Communications Act, under which 
the Federal Communications Com- 


| mission operates, gives FCC power 


licenses to violators. 
Court has upheld con- 
the Big Five, which 


to deny 


raises the question of whether 
they should be disqualified from 
having broadcast station licenses 


There are several clues pointing 
to a Commission crackdown on the 
big producers. Only last Thursday 
(27) when licenses of Paramount's 
tele outlet in Chicago (WBKB) and 
DuMont’s New York video station 
(WABD) came up for annual re- 
newal, the Commission placed the 
stations on temporary license 
“pending examination of the 
qualifications of the licensee in the 
light of the decision of the 
Supreme Court in U. S. vs. Para- 
mount Pictures.” DuMont’s §sta- 
tion was included because the 
Commission considers Par’s 30% 
interest in DuMont a controlling 
one. A final ruling on this deter- 
mination will be made following 
oral arguments Feb. 21. 

Usually when a station is placed 
on temporary license, a hearing 
follows. The statute requires that 
a hearing be held before license 
renewal can be denied. 

The Commission action. on 
Thursday also affected two exper- 
imental stations operated by Bala- 
ban & Katz in Chicago and 10 in 
the New York area licensed to Du- 
Mont. 

On Friday, when renewal ap- 
plications came up for three Par 
video experimentals in the Los 
Angeles area, the Commission 
again issued only temporary li- 
censes, for a period of four months, 
“pending further examination of 

(Continued on page 13) 


U.S. High Court Ruling 
Key to Trust Actions 
Involvins $60,000.000 


Top legal puzzler critically af- 
fecting some $60,000,000 in pend- 
ing exhib anti-trust actions against 
the majors will be passed on by 
the U. S. circuit court for the first 
time uader an appeal filed in the 
N. Y. Federal district court last 
week. Question posed is whether 
an exhib may parade before a court 
and jury the ruling of the U. S. 
Supreme Court in the Govern- 
ment’s main anti-trust suit as evi- 
dence of monopoly violations by 
the distribs. 

Point is first raised on appeal 
by Fifth & Walnut, Inc., operator 
of the National theatre, Louisville, 
in a suit for $2,100,000 treble dam- 
ages against all majors except Uni- 
versal. Exhib claims that N. Y. Fed- 
eral Court Judge Vincent Leibell 
muffed the law when he refused 
to permit the plaintiff to read per- 
tinent parts of the high court rul- 
ing to a jury. These parts con- 





|demned certain distrib practices 


Dismiss Stockholder 
Action Vs. Blumberg 


Minority stockholder action 
brought against Nate J. Blumberg, 
prez of Universal, by Stephen 
Truncale has been dismissed by 
N. Y. Federal Judge Simon H. Rif- 
kind. Court’s niximg is similar to 
a previous ruling of Judge Harold 
R. Medina, which tossed out 
charges against J. Cheever Cowdin, 
U’s board chairman, and Charles 
Prutzman, veepee and _ general, 
counsel of U. | 

Action had asserted that gift of | 
stock warrants by Blumberg, part | 
of which were later sold by the re- | 
cipient, violated the Securities & | 
Exchanges Act, 


5, oiara } i+ 


and held they violated the Sher- 
man Act. 

Jury trial took place in June, 
1948, and resulted in a verdict fa- 
voring the defendants. Prior to 
the verdict, court dismissed the 
case against U and Republic. 

Major company attorneys believe 
the circuit court’s ruling on the 
question will play an important fac- 
tor in future strategy of the 50 or 
so exhib actions scattered through 
the country. While a finding which 
nixes the use of the Supreme Court 


‘opinion will do a good deal towards 


ending the bugaboo of costly reper- 
cussions from the Government ac- 
tion, reversal of Judge Leibell’s 
holding would smooth the way for 
an upped volume of, exhib, actions. 
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Holdovers Hamper L.A.; ‘Past Dark 





$73.500, ‘Verdict’ Drab 236, ‘Juan’ 22x 


Musketeers” also is big on second 


Virile 366, dd: ‘Words Strong 306, 3d a g ee ne a 


‘Jan’ Wow $35,000,Mot Pitt Goes for Carson Show-Flaxy,’ 


Montreal, Feb. 1. 
Big news here this week is ter-. 
ific business being done by “Joan | 
at the Palace. “Three| 


d $41,000; Sun’ Upcoming 
Record 941,0W; oming |4( 
iit Pittsburgh, Feb, } 
Jack Carson show, first stagebil] 
Stanley has had in nearly foyp 


F age 
rame after record in first session | 





Key City Grosses 





| 0-65)—| rapes for all-time record arta” 

_ ay F ) | Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— | shapes for all-time record at w 

First — ee gar — the | Nest 310 O00. tak week Gaeane. “Three Musketeers” (M-G) (2d Estimated Total Gross deluxer following biggest weekens 

tty here side this frame with| Pantages (Pan) (2,812;  60-$1)—|*)- Big $19,000 after record-| This Week . $2,774,000 | in its history. Third weeks of 
ay "ne lightweight entries as} “Return October”. (Col) and | Smashing week at $27,500. ‘ (Based on 22 cities, 223 aoe Seite bg ad and “Wake 
, ‘ sat? te | « ? 9 1%-%| Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60\— theatres, chiefly frst runs, tn of ‘ulton are both 
RET COeTS eee rene twol don Gaia sn0 000. Last’ week | “Tatleck’s: Millions” (Par). Good| cluding N. Y.). big and. Penn getting more with 


staying only one week at the two days). Mild $10,000. Last week, | 





$15,000. 





Last week, “One Sunday, Total Gross Same Week “The Sun Comes Up” than it bar- 








‘ ith lez 23,000 in : ’ 
st raat gpa cm Past” pred fair a (F&M) (3.398: 60-$1) , Afternoon” (WB), fair $12,000. Last Year $2,930,000 | gained for after crix Pans. 
$23,500 in four theatres, mostly “Sealed Verdict” (Par) and| Palace (C.T.) 2,625; 34-$1.20)— (Based on 20 cities, 211 | - ee et Fee Weak 
small-seaters. (Continued on page 13) “Joan of Arc” (RKO). Terrific! theatres). a. “ = ol et 44-76)— 

Second session of “Don Juan,” | aaa $35,000. Last week, “Life With a (Sen eenelie: Gat (Rep) (3d 
in three houses, is excellent $36,- Father’ (WB) (2d wk), $10,000. ; i: ). gp ® magye a to pieces 
000. “Words and —. ee CURT 9 Princess (C.T.) (2.131: 34-60)— 7 0 ae = oe - = but 

leasing $30,000 on thir rame, cy s d ” (WB) (3d wk). | s : : cep ion 
Sheet spots. “Red Shoes” continues ] C We ce, ohnny Belinda an a |and may hold again. Shooting for 


to build, sighting nearly $11,000 in 
fifth week at the small Fine Arts. | a 
“Joan of Arc” shapes sturdy $16,- | 
500 in two situations, being in sixth | Orr) | 
week at Palace and ee > | 
extended-run at nabe Apollo. | . 
Estimates for This Week Washington, Feb. 1. 
Apollo (FWC) (743; $1-$1.80)—| With only two newcomers along 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO). Good $6,500. the main stem, it’s another dull ses- 
posses a aaa aan for sion here this week. “Wake of Red | 
continuous adv - ; ‘ = ‘ 
Belmont (FWC) (1.532: 60-$1)— | Witch, at the Warner shines 
“Dark Past” (Col) and “Big Som- brightly in such setup with smash | 
brero” (Col). Mild $3,000. Last |stanza on tap. In holdover class, 
week, “Unknown Island” (FC) and “Joan of Arc” continues to show | 
“Feathered Serpent” (Mono), $3,- Strength. “Red Shoes” at Dupont 
700. stiH is going great with hefty take | 
Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80) on 16th week in town. 
—Closed out five-week run “Joan | Estimates for This Week 
Arc” (RKO) with $4,700 on final | Capitol (Loew’s) (2.434: 44-80)— | 


frame. . “Own True Love” (Par) plus vaude. 
Pot “aa. ao pe he wo a | Very dim $16,000, new low for this 

ena A bend” (UA) ‘(2d wk) jhouse. Last week, ‘Wonderful | 
rust —s *| Urge” (20th) plus vaude, so-so $23,- 


Okay $5,000. Last week, $6,700. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- | 000 for Inaugural week. | 


Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-74) 


.25)—“Portrait Jennie” (SRO) | 
Gih wk), Big $6,000. Last week, |— Wonderful Urge” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
$7,500. Okay $4,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
, (2,048; “In Navy” (U) and “Who Done It” | 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) ; 
60-$1)—“‘Yellow Sky” (20th) and/‘U) (reissues), fine $7,500. | 


$1.20- 


“Alaska Patrol” (FC) (3d wk-4! Dupont (Lopert) (376; 

days). Nice $5,500. Last week, $2.40)—‘Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). 

$10,400. | Very steady $5,500 after strong $6,- 
Culver (FWC) (1,145; or oe last week. 

“Dark Past” (Col) and “Big Som-| Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 76-$1.50)— 

brero” (Col). Near $5,000. Last |“Joan of Arc” (RKO) ‘da wk). | 

week, “Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs. | Great $25,000 on normal 5-a-day | 

sean. in Court” (Mono), neat | schedule, after a bit disappointing, 
000. | but still strong $30,000 ‘i 
Downtown (WB) (1,757; 60-$1)— | seven shows daily. ae wee 

“Don Juan” (WB) (2d wk). Nifty | ; 


Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) 


$15,000. Last week, $20,400. . Okay 


Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(902: 55-$1)— ‘Don't Trust Hus- 
band” (UA) (2d wk). Average $9,- 


—“Hamlet” (U) (15th wk). 
$3,500. Last week, $4,000. 

| Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74) 
000. Last week. $11,700. |—*“‘Don Juan” (WB) (2d run). Satis- 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— | factory $7,000. Last week, “Ser- 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (3d wk). |geant York” (WB) (reissue), stout 
Good $9,000. Last week, $10,800. | $9,000 in 8 days. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (3d-final | “Snake Pit’ (20th) (2d wk). 
wk). 
week, okay $5.000. | $21,000, great, first full week. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) | Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) — 
—‘Baker’s Wife” (Indie) (reissue) |“My. Perrin, Mr. Traill” (Indie). | 
(2d wk). Oke $2,000. Last week, | Mild $3,000 for this Britisher after 
oo sen. Arts (FWC) (679: $1.20-2.40) | $3,500 last week. 

_ = te ee ci, | Warner (WB) (2.154: 44-74)— 


—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) 5th wk). Great | 7 
, : _ “Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). Torrid 
= or close. Last week, $10, $20,000 to top town. Last week, 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 1.0 | Seesee” (WB), disap- | 
$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (14th wk). | Teone-dan (T-b) 


Steady $6,500. Last week, $6,800. | «wpnchantment” (RKO) 


i ) : -$1)—“‘Criss | 
Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—" Criss | very hot $9,500 thanks to hypo of a! 


Cross” (U) “Jiggs, Maggie in|). 
Court” (Mono) (2d wk) Light $2,- | giveaway COR. La Wee, Te. 


500. Last week, $4,400. 


Sturdy 


(650; 44-80)— 
(6th wk). 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)—_ 
Mild $2,500 in 5 days. Last |$18,000 after better than expected | 


Solid $12,500 following sock sec- $8.500, big. Last week, socko $10. 


ond session at $16,800. ” 500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— Harris (Harris) (2.200: 44-75) 
“Loves of Carmen’ (Col) and espl @ RU. UOIG «snake Pit” 2otn “ia wi. No 
“Blondie’s Secret” (Col). Okay | slackening off here. Great $11,000 
$8,000. Last week, “Berlin Express” | Kansas City, Feb. 1. | 22d may go a fourth. Last week, 


rousing $16,500. 


(RKO), dull $4,500. . . 
Strongest entry of the week is; Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300: 44-76) 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)—_ non Juan” at the Paramount with | 


“Red River” (UA) (5th wk). Down 7.000 and holdover. | —“Sun Comes Up” (M-G).  Crix 
to $5,000 or near after fast fourth | . bee oh the Midland | oa aga <= = boot but big 
at $6,300. shapes mild. Others are moderate | CTOWGS Aa anley are helping 


everyone. and Penn’s getting its 
share. Nice $14,000. Last week. 
“Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) and “Dear 
Secretary” (UA), mild $11,000. 
Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76)—‘Kiss- 
ing Bandit” (M-G) and “Dear Sec- 
retary” (UA) (m.o.). Weak $2,000. 
| Last week, “The Accused” (Par), 
$3,000 on m.o. from Penn. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)~ 





in face of miserable weather which | 
continues as it has since first of | 
the year. Coldest temperatures of | 
season over weekend followed | 
sleet, snow and rain. “He walked | 
by Night” in holdover at Roxy is | 
surprisingly big. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- | 


‘Joan’ Colossal 


$32,000 in Buff. 


65)—“Ali Baba” (Indie) Realart and | ,, : .” 
Buffalo, Feb. 1. (“Phantom of Opera” (indie) (re- er Magy Pg Pend aa _ 
Big magnet here this session is issues). Nifty $4,000. Last week, |; 30.) “rot of marquee pull in 


“Crazy House” (Indie) and “Pardon | 
My Sarong” (Indie) (reissues), | 
strong $6,000 in 8 days. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) 


this pair, fine $3,500. Last week, 
“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “Show 
Them No Mercy” (20th), same in 


“Joan of Arc,” heading for a giant 
$32,000 at the Century with $1.25 
top. Only other newcomer doing | 


much is “Three Godfathers,” okay!) «, : “f he ae six days. 

at Buffalo. tities Gees te, Meads ees | Stanley (WB) (3.800: 55-$1)— 
: anges house to English language | ,, : + yy , ; 

Estimates for This Week film policy. Fancy $2,000. Last Flaxy Martin” (WB) and Jack 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— week, “Confessions of a Rogue” | Carson on stage. Lows s hungry 
“Godfathers” (M-G) and “Picca- | (Indie), slow $1,000. |for flesh and this = - Mi in 
dilly Incident” (M-G). Good $16-| Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— | Nearly four years. coke ike new 
000. Last week, “The Accused” | ‘Three Godfathers” (M-G) and "No |} oeened “$16,000 bt st — heed 
(Par) and “Dynamite” (Par), Minor Vices” (M-G). Mild $14,000. | topped $16,000, biggest wesxen 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Kissing Bandit” (M-G) | house ig i parte 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) and “Dear Secretary” (UA), | 2A OYE pone re RKO! 
—‘“Whiplash” (WB) and “High | $13,000. | niinae $14 500 ; 
Fury” (UA). Opened today (Tues.). |, Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— | Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 
Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d “Boy With Green Hair’ (RKO) and | “Boy With Green “Hair” (RKO) 


“Close Up” (Rep). Average $10,000. 


wk), nice 15,000 afte *k j ays si 
$25,000 for arst Say Ct””S:=«S at ~ das eat teen eee “Joun of Mare pa Mag Rommel 
| ® . noon ( an e respasser 7 * ita * 
“ee of hutentie” TOk> and “Girl ag he ) (1.900: 45-65) sthavuiaboa” Se er ae 
Fine ar) (1,900, 20-00! | thin $5,000. Last week. ~ “Pale- 


From Manhattan” (UA). 


' $10,000. Last week, “Dear Secre- “Don Juan” (WB). Lively $17,000, | face” 


big considering and will hold. Last | (Par), moved here after fort- 


night at Stanley. Helped by Bob 





|tary” (UA) and “Out of Storm” “Ow = 1e” 

| (Rep), $11,000. s10.000 Own True Love” (Par), | Hope’s p.a. locally to sock $9,500. 
Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70) — Roxy (Durwood) (900: 45-65) —| . 

“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.). Opens “Walked By Night” (EL) and “Par- ‘ ’ 

today (Tues.). In ahead, “Accused” | ole, Inc.” (EL) (2d wk). Oge of Prov. Steady; Boy Loud 

(Par) and “Dynamite” (Par) (m.o.), | first holdovers in long spell, and , 

$3,000 in 3 days. Last week, “Sun- nice $3,000. Last week, surpris- 1746 § vadr ? 18¢ 

day Afternoon” (WB) and “Ex- ingly big $5,500, and great in view 24, q on ’ 


posed” (Rep) (m.o.), $4,500. 
a (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | aia t) (2100 2.0 45-6 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Thunder- Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) : , 
hoof” (Col). Just okay $13,000. Last |—“Countess Monte Cristo” (U). vueneence,. Fen. 
week, “Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and Bare $11.000. Last week, “Snake Grosses aren't hitting the high 
“Ladies of Chorus” (Col) (2d wk) | Pit” (20th) (2d wk), fine $12,000 in | peaks they once did but this week 
(4 days), $7,500. 6 days. | eons a fairly steady trend to give 


of conditions. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


‘Sun’ Not Up High 196 








! 
| Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 76- of all houses healthy takes. Majes- 
2 eam oot Are’. 8KO). Below Zero, Snow Clip tics “Fighter Squadron.” and 
week, “Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) | Re ’ RKO Albee’s “Boy With Green 
and “She” (RKO) (reissues) (8 | Omaha; Colorado $7,900) Hair” look standout. ‘The Sun 


days), solid $13,500 at 40-70c scale. |Comes Up” is passable ‘at the 


Omaha, Feb. 1. 





Hawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106; | , ‘6 State. 
§5-$1) — “Dont Trust Husband’ | | _ Raging snowstorms and bitter |p timstes for This Week 
) (2d wk). Medium $4.000. Last 9Fe e cold (8 below zero) sloughed week- | Al ancl 65) 
week, $5,700. Call Lights Up Hub M ht $48 0): end opening dates, and dented biz ow With Geeea oi mits snd 
Fe nay Sv on (Sh wh Witty | P lg y 3 9 ‘badly. Schools were closed and|“Behind Locked Doors” (EL). 
; many businesses suspended for a Eight-day week looks sturdy $17. 


$11,000. Last week, $18.800. 
Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Col) | 
(55-85) — “Don't_ Trust Husband” | 


‘Sky Big 25, ‘Sun’ Comes Up Slow 316 


500. Last week, “Kiss Blood Off 
Hands” (U) and “Sons of Adven- 
ture” (Rep) (2d wk), $9,500. 


day or two while streets were 
cleared of drifts.«‘‘Man From Col- | 


ponte a Fair $3,000. Last. | orado” did comparatively well at| Gariton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
Iris (FWC) (828: 60-85)—“Criss | Boston, Feb. 1. | faithfully Yours” (20th) and “Belle Brandeis. |“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and “Po- 

4 ; ~TISS| “Joan of Arc,” at M 1 fol- | Starr’ ” in | “i ” 2d r 
Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie in ; C,” a emorial fol- Starr’s Daughter (20th), thin Estimates for This Week | lice Reporter” (SG) (2d run). Oke 
Court” (Mono) (2d wk). Slow $2,- yr meee build-up and playing $16,300. Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— | $4,500. Last week, “Yellow Sky” 
at increased prices, is burning up Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 44-;“Man from Colorado” (Col) and (20th) and “Trouble Preferred 


500. Last week, $4,200. 4 : nal 
La Tijera (Griffith-Coleman) (1,- oll Sene® dey" ot the Ben 
520; 60-$1)—“Dear Secretary” (UA) | ton, also shapes big. “The Sun 


eon. Mild $2,500. Last week, Comes Up” at Orpheum and State 
“Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20)— looks about average. 


“Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) (6th Estimates for This Week 





wk). Good $4,000. Last week, $4,-| Astor ‘Jaycox) (1,200; 44-85) 

300. “Enchantment” (RKO) ‘6th’ wk). 
Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404: Holding to about $8,000. Last week, 

60-$1) — “Yellow Sky” (20th) and $9,800. 

“Alaska Patrol” (FC) (3d wk-4' Boston (RKO) (3.000: 44-85)— 

days). Oke $9,000. Last week, $17,- “Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Trouble 

700 | Preferred” (20th). Big $25.000 or 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; near. Will hold. Last week. “Blood | 


60-$1)—“‘Words and Music’’ (M-G)| on Moon” (RKO) and “The Pearl” | 
(3d wk). Good $12,500. Last week, (RKO) (2d wk), neat $15,000 in 6) 
we (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1 a 

yo 248; 60-$1)\—| Exete >. 44-75)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska | “Paisan” (indie) hee in 


Patrol” (FC) (3d wk-4 days). Pleas- | $6 000 after about $7,000 las 
° | ’ A ast. 
ing $4,000 or over. Last week, nifty | Majestic (Shubert) (1.500: $2.40) 


$7,700. —"Red Shoes” (EL) (11th wk) 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; Great $8,500 or over. Last week. 
60-$1)\—“Dark Past” (Col) and about $9.000. 


“Big Sombrero” (Col). Medium $12.- 
500. Last week, “Unknown Island” 
(FC) and “Feathered Serpent” 
’ (Mono), pleasant $15,600. 

Palace (D’town) (1,191; $1-1.80) 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 76-$1.50) 
—"Joan of Arc” (RKO). Got mixed 
reviews by press but okayed by 
public with terrif $48,000 in view. 
Holds naturally. 


‘—“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) 
_and “S.O.S. Submarine” (SG). Un- 


/$13.000. 


Last week, “Un- § 


(20th), good $4,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Good News” (M-G) (reissue) an 
| Sones Foran heading stage show. 
Neat $8,000 or near. Last week, 
|“Far Frontier” (Rep) and vaude om 
stage, $7,000. 

Re agg as For) ) 
“Fighter uadron” 
“Christopher Blake” (WB). Lively 
$18,000. Last week, “Gotta Stay 
Happy” (U) and “Police Reporter 
(SG), same. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; ha 
65)—“Kidnapped” (Mono) and 
Fathoms Deep” (Mono) (reiseue 
Fair $8,500. Last week, “Whe 
Done It” (U) and “It Aint Hay 
(U) (reissues), $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44 Ear 


85)—"Don Juan” (WB). 


Opened ‘Manhattan A i ) ; 
strong Saturday (29), Pp ngel” (Col). Doing | 


s Last week, comparatively well at $7,500. Last 
The Accused” (Par) and “Who week, “Gallant Blade” (Col) and 
oon be fang } gael (UA), oke | ‘‘Untamed Breed” (Col), $7,000. 

». r 9 days. Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
I a, nota (3,000; 44-85)— | 65)—“Gotta Stay Happy” (U). Nice 
“Blackie® Si. -P  (M-G) and $9,000. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
anne ytd rye Adventure” ron” (WB), $9,800 

‘ol). r a ela 
“Kissing Bandit” (GQ) Myek. | State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
Secretary” (UA), about same unpake Up Screaming” (20th) and 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85) . Merrily We Live” (Indie) ‘reis- 

pipes, », sues) split with “Three Godfathers” 
(M-G) and “About Face” (Indie). 
Oke $4,000. Last Week, “Chris- 
topher Blake” (WB) and “Main 
Street Kid” (Rep), $2,800. 

Orpheum _(Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 44-85)— 65)—“Countess Monte Cristo” (U) 
The Scar” (Indie) and “Parole, 29d “Another Part of Forest” (U). 
Inc.” (EL). Fine $16.000. Last Good $10,000. Last week, “Pitfall” 
week, “Walked by Night” (EL) and (UA) and “Texas, Brooklyn” (UA), | “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and 3, 
Old Fashioned Girl” (EL) (3d | $10,300. lant Legion” (Rep). tect” 
wk). $5,500. | Omaha (Tristates (2,100; 16-65)— | $19,000. Last week, “Shoc¥pinn), 
: State (Loew) 44-85)— |“Fighter Squadron” (WB) (m.o.) | (Col) and “Slightly French 
“Sun _Comes Up” (M-G) and and “The Golden Eye” (Mono) (1st | $19,000. 4-65) 
_ Blackie s Chinese Adventure” run). Light $7,000. Last week, Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 4 Not 
(CoD. Average $12.000. Last week, “Red River” (UA) (m.o.) and|—“Accused” (Par) (2d wk. ery 
Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and “Dear “Money Madness” (FC), good | too heavy $8,500. Last week Vé 
. $9,000. ‘nice $15,000. 


(2.200: 44-65)— 
(WB) and 


exciting $12.000. Last week, 
Snake Pit” (20th) and “Trouble 
Maker” (Mono) (4th wk), nea) 





(3.500: 


Secretary” (UA), $11,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES ¥ 





Rain Lashes Chi Biz; Boy’ Blustery 


$18,000, Fury 96, Regiment’ 136, 2d 


oa. Feb. ha : 
felt the lash rain whic 
sieeed the city from the first of 
week until Friday (28) followed by 
a two-day cold wave. None of new 
roduct looks especially strong and 
holdovers continue mild in most 


spots. * 
newcomer seems to be “Boy 
wih Green Hair” which is head- 
ing for trim $18,000 at Palace. 
“Blanche Fury” and “End of 
River” at Garrick shape okay 
Roosevelt with ‘“Shock- 
and “Slightly French” 
Fhould hit moderate $15,000. 

Of the holdovers in second week, 
the Chicago with “Wonderful 
Urge’ and Eddy Duchin band 
should do nice $45,000. Grand is 
shooting for tidy $13,000 with 
“Rogues’ Regiment” but others are 
on weak sides. “Three Godfathers 
at United Artists appears light 
$10,000 in second round. 


Pacing the  third-weekers _is 
“Yellow Sky” at Oriental with 
Janis Paige onstage at staunch 


$40,000. In the longer hanger-on 
division, “Red Shoes” at the Sel- 
wyn has been growing fast under 
impetus of terrif folly and shapes 
to do big $14,000 in sixth week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘Hamlet” (U) (10th wk). Excel- 
lent $9,000. Last week, $10,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“wonderful Urge” (20th) plus Eddy 
Puchin orch (2d wk). Trim $45,000 
Last week, $55,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — 
“Blanche Fury” (EL) and “End of 
River” (U). Fine $9,000. Last week, 


“Jungle Patrol” (20th) and “Belle | 


Starr’s Daughter” (20th) (2d wk), 
okay $6,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Rogues’ Regiment” (U) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 13) 


‘Joan’ Terrif $42,000, 
Frisco; “My Love’ Hot 
206, ‘Bandit’ Only 146 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Fair weather is giving most the- 
atres a boost here this session, with 
“Joan of Arc’’ way out in front at 
Golden Gate. With scale boosted 
to $1.40 top, it is racking up a 
colossal session. “My Own True 
Love” also shapes husky at the 
Paramount. “‘Shockproof” is only 
mild at the Orpheum. ‘Wake of 
Red Witch” is doing sturdy trade to 
pace holdovers in second round 
at Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 70- 
$1.40) — “Joan of Arc” (RKO). 
Terrific $42,000 or near. Last 
week, “Boy With Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Close-Up” (EL) (2d 
wk), fair $10,300. 

p Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 

“Wake Of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Incident” (Mono) (2d wk). Sturdy 

$16,000. Last week, big $29,500. 

re Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 

Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and 
Grand Canyon Trail” (Rep). Fair 

$14,000 or close. Last week, 

Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
Christopher Blake” (WB) (2d wk), 

5 days, mediocre $7,500. 

4 Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
Own True Love” (Par) and “In 
his Corner” (EL). Husky $20,000 

or near. Last week, “One Sunday 

Afternoon” (WB) and “Dynamite” 
(Par), $17,000. 

«pt Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 

n Juan” (WB) (3d wk). Big 
$14,000. Last week, fancy $17,000. 

A Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Shockproof” (Col) and “Val- 
lant Hombre” (UA), Thin $11,000. 
on week, “Gotta Stay Happy” 

’ and “Blackie’s Chinese Ven- 
ture (Col), $12,500. 
saree Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
(U AD -~ “Don’t Trust Husband” 
; (2d wk). Good $8,000. Last 
"a sturdy $9,500. 

Sedoor (Ackerman) (350; 
$1.20-$2.40—““Hamlet” (12th wk). 

Boon 300. Last week, $10,500. 
fe oe (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
“BI ‘votta Stay Happy” (U) and 
nacnle’s Chinese Venture” (Col) 
“Tureie 1004 $7,000. Last week, 
innmle Jim” (Col) and “Road To 

§ House (SG), about same. 

“Sy ay (Roesner) (400: 65-85) — 

wh Phonie Pastorale” (Indie) (6th 

$2700 Trim $2,500. Last week, 


Go united Nations (FWC) (1,149; 
Dra >, Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.). 
$3,000 for fifth week down- 
“ week, $4,000. 
- (Far) (2,133: 60-85)—“ 
“Do ay Afternoon” (WB) and 
“ a (Par) (m.o.). Hefty $6,- 
sor ast week, “Paleface” (Par) 
: isaster” (Par) (m.o.), big 
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Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $587,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $740,000 


(Based on 24 theatres) 











‘Joan Big Balto 
News, Huge $30,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 
The big news here currently is 
the preem of “Joan of Arc” at the 
|Town with capacity biz from tee- 
off. Shapes as huge at relatively 
small-capacity house. “Gotta Stay 
bo geal looks best of other new 


pix. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60)—‘‘Sun Comes Up” (M-G). Fair- 
lish $12,000. Last week, ‘Kissing 
| Bandit” (M-G), $12,400. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
| 20-70) — “Slightly French” (Col) 
plus vaude. Drawing some trade 
at $14,000. Last week, ‘Shock- 
| proof” (Col) and vaude, $13,800. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
160) — “Gotta Stay Happy” (U). 
|'Nicely received by crix and nice 
$13,000 looms. Last week, “Mex- 
ican Hayride” (U), $11,900 in 10 
| days. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
\“‘Wake Red Witch” (Rep) (2d wk) 
Holding strongly at $7,000 after 
record-making opener with $9.800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Fine 
$11,000 after sock $16,300 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Don Juan” (WB) (2d wk). Going 
well to $10,000 after rousing preem 





at $17,200. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 50- 
$1.25) — “Joan of Are” (RKO) 


'Upped scale and highly enthusi- 
|astie trade reaching out for top 
|figure, huge $30,000 or near. Last 
|week, “Can’t Take it With You” 


(Col) (reissue), $5,400. 





Detroit Slips on Ice; 
‘October’ Brisk 17,000, 


‘Moon’ Not High at 146 


Detroit, Feb. 1. 
Business is slow here, holdovers 
and icy weather hurting. “Snake 
Pit’ is doing well in its third week 


of October” at United Artists and 
“Blood on Moon” at Madison shape 
fine. “Night Has Thousand Eyes” 
looks stturdy in second frame at 
Palms. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (20th-Fox) (5,000; 70-95) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Holding 
(Continued on page 13) 


BUSSE UPS ‘TROUBLE’ 








Indianapolis, Feb. 1. 

Zero wave, worst of winter, hit 
town over weekend and held cur- 
rent grosses to modest level. Henry 
Busse band with Vivian Blaine is 
helping ‘‘Trouble Makers’ to a 
smash figure at Circle. 
fathers,” at Loew’s, is okay to lead 
straight filmers. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 60- 


'90)—"Trouble Makers’ (Mono) 
with Henry Busse orch, Vivian 
Blaine, others onstage. Sock $21,- 


000. Last week, “Accused” (Par) 
and “Dynamite” (Par), Fair $10,000 
at 44-65c scale. 
Indiana (G-D) 
“So Dear to Heart” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Oké@ $10,000 after smash $20,000 





opener. 
Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
'“Blood and Sand” (20th) and 


\“Wake Up Screaming” (20th) (re- 
‘issues). Good $5,500. Last week. 
| “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane’: (EL) (m.0.), 
same. 


“3 Godfathers” (M-G) and “No 
Minor Vices” (M-G). Tall $14,000. 
Last week, “San Francisco” (M-G) 
and “Night at Opera” (M-G) (re- 
issues), sturdy $12,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 
and “Jungle Patrol” (20th). Aver- 
age $6,000. Last week, “Whiplash 
| (WB) and “Christopher 





(WB), same. 


at the Fox. Two new bills. “Return | 


“3 God- 


(3,300; 44-65)— 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— | 


| 


‘Music’ $15,000, Toronto; |‘ 
| 


‘Shoes’ Capacity 226, 2d 


Toronto, Feb. 1. 
“Red Shoes” is still garnering 
top coin on turnaway business, 
with “That Wonderful Urge” and 


“Words and Music” standout among 





| 


| ‘“‘Walk Crooked Mile” (Col). 
$12,000. 


Heart’ Big 276 Paces Spotty B’way, 


Stuff Unlucky $10,000, ‘Command’ 
Neat 446, ‘Wives’ Strong 1376, 2d 


newcomers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Hyland (Rank) (1,354: 36-60)—' 


“Blanche Fury” (EL). Light $4,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Hamlet” (U) (10th wk), 
near-capacity $8,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 36-66)— 
Okay 
Last week, ‘“Paleface” 
(Par) (5th wk), fancy $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096: 36-66)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G). Big 
$15,000. 
keteers” (M-G) (5th wk), 
tory $6,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). Capac- 
ity $22,000 after last week’s sim- 
ilar figure. Still doing turnaway 
biz. 

.“.ea’s (FP) (2,386; 36-66)—“Won- 


satisfac- 


derful Urge” (20th). Hefty $12,000. | 


Last week, “Accused” (Par) (2d 
wk), $7,500. 
Tivoli (FF) (1,431; 36-66)— 


“Snake Pit” (20th) (4th wk). Still 
holding at good $4,500 after last 
week’s $5,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 36-66)— 
“Criss-Cross” (U). Fine $12,000. 


| Last week, “Kissing Bandit’ (M-G), 


! 


SOCK $21,000, INDPLS. 


good $8,500. 


‘Accused Lively 





$22,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

A week of almost continuous 
rain is holding grosses down here. 
“Tatlock’s Millions” shapes sturdy 
on break-in at the Boyd. “Whip- 
lash” also is snappy at the Earle. 
‘‘Accused” will land a winning ver- 
dict on first Goldman week “Snake 
Pit,” at Fox, still is smash in sec- 
ond week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; §1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (10th wk). Sus- 
taining well at $11,000. Last week, 


$11,800. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) — 
“Sunday Afternoon” (WB). Dull 
$4,000. Last week, “Unfaithfully 
Yours” (20th), $4,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par). Sturdy $23,- 
500. Last week, “Gotta Stay Hap- 
py” (U) (3d wk), okay $12,900. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Whiplash” (WB). Nice $22,000 or 
near. Last week, “Words and Mu- 
sic’”’ (M-G) (5th wk), $13,000, fine. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Best 
thing in. town with $33,000 after 
sock $42,500 opener. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)\—‘‘Accused”’ (Par). Wham $22.- 


,000. Last week, ‘Paleface’ (Par) 


(4th wk), great $15,000. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 90- 


| $1.80\—‘“‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (6th 
, wk). Sock $15,000. Last week, $18,- 


000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 
—‘She” (RKO) and “Last Days 
Pompeii” (RKO) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Fine $8,000. Last week, great 


$12,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-99)— 


“Every Girl Married’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Nice $18,000. Last week, solid 
$23,000. 

Princess (WB) (450; 35 -80)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) (5th wk). Oke 
$3.500. Last week, $4,000: 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Solid $16,000. Last week, 
socko $21,500. 

50-99) — 


Stanton (WB) (1,475; 


|“Walked by Night” (EL) (4th wk). 


Trim $9,000. Last week, great $12,- 
500. ; 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). 
Holding up in big style at $10,000. 
Last week, about same. 





Harry Zeitels has resigned as 
sales manager for Mayer-Burstyn, 
foreign film distribs, to become 
national sales rep for a group of 
foreign pix outfits. He was with 
RKO for 17 years before joining 
Mayer-Burstyn two years ago. 
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Ectienates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- | 
tors share on net take, when | 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

.The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


| $21,000. 


Last week, “Three Mus- | 


| Opens today 
|“The Accused” a 
| Bros, Jean Carroll, Ray McKinle 
heading stage bill (3d wk), nett in “The Blank Wall.” under 


‘okay $56,000 after good $62,000 for 


'orch 


With only 


two new pictures , $2.40)—‘Hamlet” 


(U) (9th wk), 


opening during the past week, | Eighteenth week ended last (Tues.) 
Broadway first-runs are currently |night climbed up to $16,000 or 


on the spotty side. 
| holdovers are failing to hold up 
well. Unusually favorable weather 


Many of the! near; 17th was $15,300. Stays in- 


| def. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


over the weekend helped some but fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Letter 
failed to overcome sluggish busi-|To Three Wives” (20th) and stage- 


ness earlier in the week. 
Strongest newcomer is Walt Dis- 
ney’s “So Dear to My Heart,” 
which looks very good $27,000 at 
Palace. “Lucky Stiff” is going 
no place, with slim $10,000 likely 


at Globe despite plugs that Jack | 


Benny is producer of film. Business 
is sO disappointing film holds only 
one week. 

Top holdovers in second weeks 
are State and Music Hall. 
is landing strong $137,000 in ini- 
tial holdover stanza with “Letter to 
Three Wives” and stageshow, virtu- 
ally the same as the first week. 
| State’s “Command Decision” con- 
tinues big with $44,000 albeit down 
sharply from initial frame. 


Both “Joan of Arc” and “Snake 
| Pit’ are holding up remarkably 
| well for extended runs. Former at 
| Victoria still is great at $21,500 or 
over in t2th round, while “Pit,” 
at Rivoli looks smash $26,000 for 
13th session, both near previous 
weeks. 


Starting with the Roxy’s new 
|lineup yesterday (Tues.) 
} new bills open this week. “Yel- 
|low Sky,” with Danny Kaye and 
| Georgia Gibbs topping stageshow, 
teed off in smash style yesterday 
'at Roxy. Paramount launches 
“Own True Love” 
Suns, Monica Lewis, Boyd Raeburn 


band today (Wed) after three nice | Dorsev 


Latter | 


|show (2d wk). Picture is showing 
sustained strength with initial 
holdover week being surprisingly 
| strong $137,000; first was very good 
$137,500. Stays a third and pos- 
sibly longer if current gait keeps 
up. 
Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-$1.20) — 
“Dead of Night” (U) and “Beauty 
and Beast” (Indie) (reissues). First 
week ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
will reach big $11,000. Holds. 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25) — “Snake Pit” (20th) (13th 
wk). Present session ending today 
(Wed.) is continuing very strong at 


1$26,000 or near after big $27,000 


| dancers 


| 


five | 


| 
| 


with Three | 


for 12th week. Long run continues. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) -— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) with Danny 
Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, topping 
stageshow. Opened in great fashion 
yesterday (Tues.). Iceshow dropped 
for this engagement. Second week 
(6 days) of “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” (20th), plus Tony Martin. 
Dean Murphy, Beatrice Kraft 
plus iceshow, held up 
nicely at $82,000 after fairish $105,- 
000 for first eight days. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50). 
—‘‘Command Decision” (M-G) (3d 
wk). First holdover stanza ending 
yesterday (Tues.) held up nicely at 
big $44,000 or close after smash 
$61.500 for opening week. Holds. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
'“Don Juan” (WB) with Tommy 
orch heading stageshow 


weeks with “Accused” plus Mills | (6th-final wk). Falling to mild $35,- 


Bros., Ray McKinley band onstage. | 000 or less in final 


round after 


| Capitol opens “The Bribe” with | okay $40.000 for fifth, making it 


Arthur Godfrey and Talent Scouts | a 


show tomorrow (Thurs.). 


highly successful six weeks. 
\“‘John Loves Mary” (WB) with Jack 


Strand brings in “John Loves | Carson, one of film’s stars, Bob 


Mary” with Jack Carson and his 


stageshow Friday (4) after six big 


weeks with “Don Juan” and Tom- | 
“He Walked by 
Night” starts Saturday (5) at Cri- 
mild weeks of 


my Dorsey band. 


terion after two 
“Act of Violence.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1.300; '70-$1.50) | 


| Alda. and Carson stage unit opens 


\next Friday (4). 

| Wictoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
| $2.40)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (12th 
|wk). Current session endihg today 
(Wed.) holding up remarkably at 
jfancy $22,000 or near after solid 
| $24,000 for 1lth week. Continues. 








Present round ending next Friday ‘MOON’ $18,000, ‘SUN’ 


(4) holding extremely well at $21.- 
000 after nice $22,000 for fifth 
| week. Stays on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20-2.40) 
—‘Red Shoes” (EL) (15th wk). 


Current session ending tomorrow | solid week 


| 266, HIGH IN ST. LOO 


St. Louis, Feb. 1. 
is slowly emerging from a 
of atrocious weather 


| City 


(Thurs.) looks to hit great $16.- | which saw the mercury dip down 


400 as against $16,000 for 14th|nearly to zero. 


week. 
for 40th week. with theatre due to 


hold up. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4.820: 80-$1.50) 
—‘“Man From Colorado” (Col) with 
| Ink Spots. Blue Barron orch, Alan 
Carney (2d-final wk). Down to 
$50,000 or less after mild $59,000 
ovener. “The Bribe” (M-G) with 


Biz at most big 


Tickets going on sale soon  mainstemmers, with one exception, 


t k. wi | is not too robust. “Sun Comes Up,” 
get air-conditioning for summer |despite some frowns from crix, 
'months if “Shoes” continues to: !ooks top coin grabber with “Blood 
!on Moon” also fairly good. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50-75) 
—“Blood on Moon” (RKO) and 
“Mystery in Mexico” (RKO). Big 
$18,000. Last week, “Snake Pit” 


'Arthur Godfrey and His Talent ‘20th) (2d wk) (4 days). $9,000. 


Scouts opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 70- 


| 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Ac- 
cused” (Par) and “Disaster” (Par). 


| $1.85/—"Act of Violence” (M-G) Good $19.000. Last week, “Wake 


(2d-final wk). Looks to dip to dim 


of Red Witch” (Rep) and ‘Parole, 


| $12,500 or less after mild $18,000 Inc.” (EL) (2d wk) (4 days), $10,500. 


opener. 
opens Saturday (5). 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 90-$1.50) Faces West” (UA). 
pr Far — | $20,000. Last week, “Return of Oc- 


—“Lucky Stiff’ (UA). 


“Walked Night” 
alked by Night” (EL) |“Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and “Four 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 


Very strong 


lucky with very slim $10.000, and | tober” (Col) and “Piccadilly Inci- 


| being yanked after single week. 
'“Tarzan Magic Fountain” (RKO) 


‘is replacing “Stiff’ Saturday (5)./““Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.). 
Starr’s | $10,000. Last week, “Man From 


Third week of “Belle 


| dent” (M-G), $18,500. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75)— 
Great 


Daughter” (20th) was dim $9,000. Colorado” (Col) and “Gotta Stay 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) | Happy” (U) (m.o.) (2d wk), $9,500. 


—‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (4th | 


wk). Still a coin-getter with $22,- 
000 after solid $27,000 for third. 
Stays a fifth session, with “Dear 
Secretary” (UA) set to open Feb. 
12. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.40)— 
“So Dear to My Heart” (RKO). 
Started very strongly Saturday 
(29) and will wind with very good 





$27,000 on first week ending Fri- 
day (4). House installed special 50c 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Okay $7,500. Last week, “Franken- 
stein Meets Wolf Man” (SG) and 
“Dracula’s Daughter” (SG) (reis- 
sues), $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (1,500; 50-60)—~ 
“Dark Past” (Col) and “Racing 
Luck” (Col). Good $6,500. Last 
week, “Canyon Passage” (U) and 
“Frontiew Gal” (U) (reissues), $7,- 


price for youngsters for first time | 000. 


on preem of Walt Disney picture | 


Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 


on Broadway. Holds. Last 10 days | ‘““Wake of Red Witch’ (Rep) and 


Green Hair’ (RKO) was 


of second week for “Boy With | ‘Parole, Inc.” (EL) (m.o.). 
only $6,000. Last week, “Paleface” (Par) 


Great 


and “Dynamite” (Par) (m.o.) (4th 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | wk), $3,500. 


|—“My Own True Love” (Par) with | 
Three Suns, Monica Lewis, how. 


Raeburn orch topping stageshow. 
(Wed.). Last week, 


plus Mills. 


‘ 


(Par) 


second. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 





Mason in ‘Wall’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Walter Wanger signed James 
Mason to co-star with Joan Ben- 


a one-picture deal at Columbia. 
Filming starts in three weeks, 
with Max Opuls as director. 
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St. Louis 
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S$. Davis 
Seattle 





§. J. Gardner 
San Francisco 





T. Gould 
Canada 
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L. Allerhand 
New Jersey 





B. Bishop, Jr. 
Chicago 
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Detroit ~ 
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SOME OF THE ROARING LIONS ABOARD! 
(Listed siphebeticelly just liké the Stars!) 


T. J. Aspell, Jry 
Los Angeles 





E. M. Booth 


Cincinnati. 





he Formato, aad 
Philadelphia 

















L. C. Tnaeasiy 
Memphis 


G. E. McGlynn 
Des Moines 


B, H. Rosenwald. 
Boston 












‘C. P, Nedley 


Salt Lake City 





chants 


}. J. Bowen 
New York 





‘H. A. Friedel 
Denver 





J. Goldberg 
Albany 


C. E. Kessnich 
Atlanta 





A. B. Padgett: 
Atlanta 
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n Francisco 
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W. E. Banford 
Chicago ' 
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C. J. Briant 
New Orleans 
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Omaha 
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"THE BIG ONES ARE MGM! 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING! 


They'll be able to tell you all 
about these BIG ONES! 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 


James Stewart - June Allyson + Frank Morgan 


“NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER’ 
(Technicolor) 


‘Esther Williams » Red Skelton 
Ricardo Montalban - Betty Garrett 


“THE GREAT SINNER” 
Gregory Peck - Ava Gardner - Melvyn Douglas 
Walter Huston + Ethel Barrymore 
Frank Morgan +» Agnes Moorehead 


“THE SECRET GARDEN” 
Margaret O’Brien- Herbert Marshall-Dean Stockwell 


“LITTLE WOMEN” 
Technicolor) 


June Allyson - Peter Lawford - Margaret O’Brien 
Elizabeth Taylor - Janet Leigh 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” 
(Technicolor) 


Fred Astaire » Ginger Rogers » Oscar Levant 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 
Spencer Tracy - Deborah Kerr 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” 
(Technicolor) 


Frank Sinatra- Esther Williams - Gene Kelly - Betty Garrett 


AND MORE BIG ONES COMING! 


a 
































a4-F 


WHAT THIS MEANS TO 
YOU MR. EXHIBITOR! 


SECURITY IS SPELLED: "M-G-M!” 





We are taking a trainload of top sales 
personnel to the Studio for one reason 


‘ only, so that they may come back to you 


with the greatest news your eager ears 
have ever heard. These are the times 
that demand Big Pictures and M-G-M’s 
got them. Never in the history of this 


industry has M-G-M or any other com- 


pany had so many truly Giant Attractions 
ready for the nation’s theatres. Eight 
terrific hits ready to see—and more on 
the way to celebrate M-G-M’s 25th Year 
of Motion Picture Leadership. M-G-M’s 
sales representatives will soon be back 
at their Branch Offices. They'll have a 
message for you: “WE CAME, WE 
SAW, YOU'LL CONQUER!” 
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12 FILM REVIEWS 
part in keeping things interesting 
eS See for the market. 


Frank McDonald’s direction is 
actionful in presenting this below- 
the-border tale of the fictional 


Universal release of Leonard Goldstein | 
production. Stars Ann Blyth, Howard 
Duff. George Brent. Directed by George 








Sherman. Screenplay, on ge ona on & west, and Armand Schaefer's pro- 
based on Zane Grey novel; camera (Tech- 43 : : r ssar 
nicolor), Irving Glassberg; editor, Otto duction equips it with pasion f 
Ludwig: music, Walter Scharf. Trade- sight values to point up the yarn. 
shown N. Y., Jan. 31, 49. Running time. Good lensing in Cinecolor by Wil- 
82 MINS. . 
ES eee oe eee Ann Blyth liam Bradford also helps. Brog. 
CY. 5s «vga Seon pene omect ove 
Mathew Bostel.......... George Bren " 
Jonah Johnson..........Edgar Buchanan | I Shot Jesse James 
gl ayer ce John McIntire 
Brackton Chill Wills | (SONG) 
WME JAMO .ncrccccctbercen Jane Diiaees | Hollywood, Jan. 29. 
SS SOE 600 00 6:00.00 08M Lloyd Bridges Screen Guild release of Carl K. Hittle- 
Joel Creech. ....-+.+. James Seay man (Lippert Productions) production. 
TORTIROD . sa 9 400009008 Edmond McDonald Stars Preston Foster, Barbara Britton; 
Sarg. ..-.sacseeeseses - David Clarke features John Ireland, Reed Hadley, J. 
Hutch. ..se.seeerees sites Denver Pyle Edward Bromberg, Victor Kilian. Directed | 
| Se err Williard Willingham by Samuel Fuller. Written by Fuller; 
—_—— suggested by American Weekly article by 
— Homer Croy; camera, Ernest Miller; | 
“Red Canyon” is a well-paced, music, Albert Glasser; editor, Paul Lan 
re '-dressed saga of the western dres. Previewed in Holjlywood Jan. 5 
_ my a spe °49. Running time, 81 MINS. 


plains. Turned out on a modest | john Kelley 
production nut, film will pay off Cynthy Waters.......... 
handsomely in lesser first-run and Bob Ford ...... John Ireland 


: : : Jess Ji a Reed Hadley 
nabe situations. Although lacking | Jesse seperated ag ny ed 


Preston Foster 
Barbara Britton 


Kane . 


top marquee values, it boasts a Soapy eiaidp: Victor Kilian 
competent cast, good script spiced _— a Joute a weaaise ae ae 
. : s J ‘ * MCS ..wcveeveces 
heavily with action and eye-filling Chaves ‘Tord ere vee tte Tom Noonan 
vistas expertly tinted in Techni-| Room Clerk.............. Byron Foulger | 
color. It should earn  word-or- — se eeeeeces seccee: Ma — 
mouth commendation. | Troubadour..........se.cee- Robin Short | 
Yarn is a parlay of wild stallions, | 


hard-ridin’ cowboys, ranchers,| “I Shot Jesse James” is a char- 
horse-thieves and romance, all cli-| acter study of the man who felled 
maxed in a rousing, old-fashioned | the west’s most famous outlaw with 
shooting match. While formula in a coward’s bullet. It’s an interest- 
general design, plot benefits from | ing treatment that doesn’t overlook 
several original twists in the hu-| necessary plot and action to give it 
man conflict and, particularly, from | good grossing possibilities. Physi- 
standout sequences showing herds | cal values are about usual level. of | 
of maverick horses racing over the | Screen Guild releases, giving it the 
open range. dressing for top playing time in 
Story opens with Howard Duff, a houses buying sturdy action prod- 
cowboy drifter, setting out to cor- | uct. 
ral a famed wild stallion, leader of Cast 
one of the wild herds. Enroute, he! good. 
crosses paths with Ann Blyth, bracket than for kiddie audiences, 
daughter of the territory’s top, but title and exploitable angles 
horse-breeder, George Brent, who will give it enough push to attract 
is set to win the annual big race. | younger ticket-buyers. 
After Duff captures the horse, While Preston Foster and Bar- 
Brent is irked at finding out that para Britton carry star roles, it’s 
his daughter is planning to jockey John Ireland, as the notorious Bob 
the wild nag in the race. He is Ford, who dominates the story. 
doubly irked to discover that Duff pjot deals with the motives that 
is aiso a member of a notorious jead up to cowardly gunning of 
family of horsethieves. But Duff is James, the deed’s reaction in the | 
in the clear and proves it by shoot-| early west andgFord’s own death 
ing up his father and brothers in jn a street gun battle after he had 
the qt tmmbang finale. bape! = lost the girl for whom he killed. 
°0 se. © f 1 1 P : 
oan in the interim. PoP © a Spiced in the plot. footage are) 
, , any number of forthright physical 
In his first role in chaps, Duff | clashes, capably staged by Samuel 
registers as a credibly tough cow-| Fyller’s direction. Latter is not 
boy hero, handling his lines crisply | quite as adept in handling the char- | 
and his reins steadily. Miss Blyth) acter study motivation but the 
does nicely as a headstrong tom-| players carry off these angles with 
boy, with the color lensing high- | ¢onsiderable ability. 
lighting her pert looks. Brent de-|  [reland’s performance is clearly 
livers a good performance while | qrawn and even manages a trace of 
Edgar Buchanan scores as Duft’s sympathy. Miss Britton fits well | 
comedy sidekick. ‘into the role of his beloved, who | 
Competent supporting cast, tight | turns to Foster in the end. Foster | 
editing and a pleasant musical | is good as the prospector who turns | 
score contribute to the pic’s palat- | marshal and guns down Ireland in 
ability. Herm, j|the suspenseful finale. Reed Had- | 
ley does exceptionally well in short 
footage as Jesse James. aoe char- 
‘. acter, too, is sympathetically pro- 
(SONGS—COLOR) jected. There’s one expertly staged | 
Columbia DR moray bye Jan. 29. | barroom scene wherein Robin 
Production. Stars Gene Autty wih Cee | short, as_4 wandering minstrel, 
ion; features Elena Verdugo, Stephen S!N8S of Ford’s cowardly deed to. 
Dunne, georse, J. Lewis, Vera Marshe, | Ireland’s face. Barbara Woodell, | 
Stutenroth, Neyic Mocrow.  Dineetos te _as Mrs. James, and others are ca- | 
Frank McDonald. Screenplay, Olive | Pable. ’ . | 
| in per) camers Hcinecolor). William Brad- | Son oye mer Sed his own | 
Vogue, a : yo the script, and Carl K. Hittleman, un- 
ike = Running | Ger executive supervision of Rob- | 
Gene Autry ert L. Lippert, did a nifty produc- | 


members are particularly 
Film fits more in the adult 








The Big Sombrero 


time, 77 MINS 
ead 
Estrellita Estrada 
James Garland... 






Stephen Dunne 


ya Vazearo..... pee . George J. Lewis raphy and the music by Albert: 
fingie Burke....... +++. Vera Marshe Glasser are neat assists. Brog. 
uis Alvarado.....4..... William Edmunds | __ 

olive. = }ibed Martin Garralaga | 
en McBride....... -++..Gene Stutenroth 7 - 

Stacy eri CTT eee eT Neyle Morrow Eureka Stockade | 

on eae 7 Bob Cason (AUSTRALIAN) 

IED: «Sd ereyas ot cacinaegs ine’ Valente london, Jan. 36. 
See ..Antonio Filauri GFD release of Ealing-Michael Balcon 

production. Features Chips Rafferty, 


anc 
Champion, the Horse | Jane Barrett, Gordon Jackson, Jack Lam- 


== | bert. Directed by Harry Watt. Screen- 
G Aut aan is | play by } fron ee ~ a Greenwood; 
rene Autry take i s | camera, George Heath; music, John 
- Sup his guitar Greenwood. At Gaumont. London, Jan. 


and saddle again in “The Big Som- | 23°49. Running time, 103 MINS. 





brero” for the solid pleasure of his| Peter Lalor............. Chips Rafferty 
fans. It’s a quality oatuner that Alicia Dunne.............. Jane Barrett 
will satisfy i th “fi ;. | Commissioner Rede....... Jack Lambert 
J y In the film cowpoke’s | Raffaello...............2: . Peter Iling 
market. Outdoor locale is dressed Tom Kennedy ........... Gordon Jackson | 
up in color, the action moves fast Governor Hotham........ Ralph Truman | 
and the plot is all that’ CSRS re Sydney Loder 
- all that’s needed to Sly Grog Seller ........... John Fernside | 
swing the story along for the ticket Sét-Major Milne........... Grant Taylor | 
uver. semerey ee wesedooebe ovens rotor Finch | 
— ccvie E IOE E evin Brennan | 

_Autry warbles five numbers as Haves......... seeveeaiat th John Fegan | 
= as a medley of three, in be- ee Tire Coecccoeeeres Al Thomas 
tween moments when “he's not el" Soniiey Assocs BO Whelan 
gntening out a lovely Mexican Doctor Moore............ Reg Wykeham | 
senorita’s affairs, and those of the | 
rancheros who dwell on her vast| “Eureka Stockade” is poten- | 


rancho. Olive Cooper's original ti i i 

n per’s ally a big picture. It has been 
ree AE gee the accepted, and ac- filmed against a wide canvas with 
a e, pattern for the regulation vast crowd scenes. It has action 
ater. — ; and _ virility, yet despite these 
Poi sion how Autry foils a bad qualities on the credit side is a 
lan trying to gain control of the disappointing production. In en- 
senorita’s rancho through marriage tertainment value it is a long way | 


so he can sell it. The prope i 2 . ” ich | 
amounts of chases. Po per behind “The Overlanders,” which | 


cuffs and comedy are ladled out, 
plus a colorful fiesta and dance se- 


articular! iscerni 
quence, to hold the attention of the ~ per ee 


Miniature Reviews 


“Red Canyon” (Color) (U). 
Actionful westerner about wild 
stallions; good b.o. 

“The Big Sombrero” (Songs) 
(Color) (Col). Nifty Gene 
Autry western for the Satur- 
day trade. 

“I Shot Jesse James” (SG). 
Ambitious character study of 


early-day western’ outlaws. 
Good b.o. 
“Eureka Stockade” (GFD). 


So-so gold rush drama in 











Sex In German, Jap Pix 


Continued from page 3 











Picture Export Assn., which serv-| to, but that CAD cannot approve 
ices the occupied countries for the | appropriations for recouping of 
U. S. industry, refused to comment costs on such pix. American in. 
in New York last week on the re- dustry’s stance is that that’s just 
ports, beyond stating that they , equivocating because no producer 
were essentially correct. |can be expected to spend as high 

“The Army would like to have | 4S $35,000 sending his picture to 


52 ‘Snow Whites’ a.year,” one of 2% occupied country when he 
‘knows that the entire cost is 





Australia, made Down Under. 








| prising 


| nar Fischer; 
| Waldimir. At 


whom hope to find their fortune. 


In an endeavor to save the na- 
tion’s finances, vicious taxes are 
imposed on the diggers, and the | 
men themselves are ; 
the police. The gold seekers, in a 
mood to be easily inflamed, seek | 
to impose their will by mob law, | 
but from within the mob a leader | 
arises who eventually wins them 
freedom after a devastating battle 
with police and troops. 


If action alone could make a) 


| picture, this one would very nearly 


take full marks, for the entire em- | 
phasis is on movement, and the 
pitched battle comes as a climax} 
to a series of big-scale scenes, such 
as the burning of a hotel and the 
many ruthless hunts carried out 
by the police. 

The main weakness of the pro- 
duction, which contributes in large 
measure to its failure to grip, is 
the low standard of acting. Direc- 


'tor Harry Watt, who made Chips 


Rafferty a star overnight in ‘The 
Overlanders,” hasn’t achieved the 
same success with his cast on this 
occasion and there isn’t a perforin- 
ance which earns special commen- 
dation. Rafferty himself, complete 
with black beard. displays a sur- 
immaturity and _ never 
brings conviction to the role of the 
diggers’ leader. Jane Barrett, cast 
as a schoolteacher who moves into 
the goldrush area to look after the 
kids, provides the slight sugges- | 
tion of romance. 
It took almost two years to make | 
this picture in Australia and it is 
difficult to understand why a unit 
had to be sent so many thousands 
of miles from home when adequate 
locations could have been found 
with 100 miles of the studio. 
Myro. 





Soldat Bom 
(Bom. the Soldier) 
(SWEDISH) 


Fribergs Filmbureau production and 
release. Stars Nils Poppe, Inga Landgre; 
features Douglas Hage, Gunnel Wadner, 
Ake Jensen, Ludde Juberg, Julia Caeser, 
Gunnar Bjornstrand, Gosta Cederlund. 
Directed bv 
play, Per Schytte, Poppe; camera, Gun- 
music, Kai Gullmar, Sune 
Spegeln, Stockholm. Run- 
ning time, 84 MINS, 


Bom 34 Ores DEER RES Nils Poppe 
Agnes . i650 5806-045 Inga Landgre | 
Mavor Killman.......... Douglas Hage | 
Gabriella .seeeees..Gunnel Wadner 
Lieut. Forsberg.......00.: Ake Jensen 
/ Cs See ee ee Ludde Juberg | 
Carolina Hard... .seoce. . Julia Caeser 
Sgt. Berglund........Gunnar Bijornstrand 
re oe . Gosta Cederlund 
COLBOPE .... 0s 6000 errr ire Karl] Erik Flens 
RIOEWOREL. bv ccvoccccccess Birger Asander 
Joker-Kalle...... She ba.4 Nils Hallberg 
ee ee eee Rune Andreasson 


“Soldat Bom” is a fine comedy 


Elena Verdugo | tion job. Ernest Miller's photog- whose plot is set against a military | meat. | 


background. Film will do strong 


| business in Sweden and appears to | 


have excellent chances abroad. 
Written by its star. Nils Poppe, 
who’s cast in the title role, the 
picture is also aided by the first- 
rate camerawork of Gunnar 
Fischer. Poppe impresses as the 
soldier and the beauteous Inga 

Landgre is also a decided asset. 

Winq. 





Eva 
(Swedish) 
Stockholm, Jan. 20. 


Svensk Filmindustri production and re- 
lease. Stars Birger Malmsten, Eva Stil- 
berg; features Eva Dahlbeck, Stig Olin, 
Ake Claesson, Wanda Rothgardt, 
Borgstrom, Olof Sandborg, Ina Landpre. 
Directed by Gustaf Molander. Screenplay, 
Ingmar Bergman; camera, Aka Dahlquist; 


music, Eric Nordgren. At Roda Kvarn, 
Stockholm. Running time, 102 MINS. 

ES aye ae Birger Malmsten 
I cr a ere ne Eva Stiberg 
NE 5.55.4 6.5.0 480 oe be 8G Eva Dahlbeck 
Goran Vere rr et re eee Stig Olin 
Fredriksson oT. Tree Ake Claesson 
Mrs. Fredriksson.,..... Wanda Rothgardt 
DEE oC is ons 600-08 +++». Hilda Borgstrom 
Berglund Servri rr re Olof Sandborg 
SET ss o> Gib cs eeeeaea aes Inga Landgre 
errr Carl Strom 
Josef eer e TTT Te ee Sture Eriksson 
Olle TORE RUES IEE Ce Lee Hans Dahlin 
6% 65.666 60.06 640406 Hanny Schedin 
Se ee Anne _ Karlsson 





“Eva,” a romantic drama, is one 


fisti- was Ealing’s first Australian enter-| Of the better Swedish films and 
prise. Action fans, who are not looms as a likely entry for the in- 
in their ternational market in addition to 


: | having trouble keeping our 
large influx of foreigners all of | provided with the 52 films yearly | 
| they need in Germany and 100 in| 


hounded by | 


|of information. 


Lars-Erik Kjellgren. Screen- | 


Hilda | 


s stated, “and since there | ; . 

at a aa made, we're coming out of his own pocket. Ex. 
. offices | Change restrictions in these areas 
prevent remittance of dollars, so 
U. S. producers receive none of 
suffering in the the normal proceeds of their films 
shipped , at the boxoffice. 

| Showdown on a top policy level] 
is now being aimed for by the U, s. 
industry and the issue may be re. 
solved in Washington within the 
next few months. 


Japan. We are 
quantity of films being 
and in the general quality.” 
Double Dilemma 

Civil Affairs Division, as a mat- 
ter of fact, is impaled on the horns 
of a very unenviable double | 
dilemma. First is in regard to the 
lack of morals restrictions in Ger- 
man and Japanese production. The 
Americans are supposed to be} 
selling democracy, and one of their | 
big points is that democracy means| pas - : 
freedom. They therefore hesitate | petitive bidding situation and also 
to impose regulations that might|on_ the barriers to “exclusive 
be construed as abridging -freedom | rights” within a territory. 
Likewise, they| He was asked whether the Gove 
have no desire to be responsible| ernment had an alternative to 
_ the —— of ba cx: _ competitive bidding. 
vapanese people. us, the loca “It is going to be pretty hard to 
pe seer pease ye — ae _— pe | control competitive bidding,” the 
-. ew of scripts hg =f — Attorney General admitted. “We 
pictures to see that militaristic and ion’t want a dog-eat-dog syste 
fascistic ideas are not being per- Wy alk a. balter i oe, Soe 
petuated, and that the occupation) © Want fo de i. the system. We 
and Allied powers are not being might modify competitive bidding 
criticized or defamed. Occupation later poll eae Shvites yews of the 
authorities have nothing to say | exhibitors. 








Par Decree 


Continued from page 5 











about moral or ethical values, nor| Ted R. Gamble, TOA _ board 
do they control the way pix are chairman, told him: 
exploited or advertised. And since “It is apparent, even at this 


there are no local equivalents of early date, that the thing we feared 
the Johnston office to exercise con-| when we intervened, has devel- 
trol, the producers are said to be oped. This device is being used, 
getting away with murder, par- not to open competition but to 
ticularly in Japan. What's not in| extract more money from exhibi- 
their pictures is in their advertis-| tors for the benefit of the distribu- 
ing. ,}tors. One major company is now 

American films, on the other | engaged in widespread competitive 
hand, are first handpicked by the) selling, not to help new theatres 
|MPEA. They then are culled by | but solely to get more money. They 
| the CAD in New York and Wash-| have seized upon that device. We 
| ington. Finally, they must get ap-| may be back in your office one of 
| proval of local occupation authori- | these days to talk about that.” 
| ties, | Russell Hardwick, New Mexico 
| The second horn of the CAD’s | exhibitor, pointed out that clothing 
|dilemma hinges around product | manufacturers frequently give ex- 
| selection, since the Army controls| clusive representation of their 

$185,500 of its own funds in Japan: brands in a community to a single 
'and about $460,000 of Economic | retail outlet. He wanted to know 
| Cooperation Administration funds| why distributors no longer could 
_In Germany, which are paid out to| give exclusive rights to their film 
U. S. producers to compensate | products to certain theatres. and 
them for prints and out-of-pocket | wondered whether the system 
| expenses incidental to servicing the | could not be restored. 

|occupied countries. Army and| “It was stopped because of 
civilian officials who must stamp) abuses in the past,” explained 
their okay on the pix for which) Clark. “However. in time we might 
this coin is spent live in holy terror return to it, although I doubt it 
of being called before Congres-| would go as far as you say. If you 
sional investigators to explain their | people want to work up a plan, 
decisions. As a result, they are so. my aides and I would be glad to 
circumspect in their selections that | listen to it.” 

_ they can’t even find enough films Clark also said a. good word for 
| - age to the areas, and those that 'the arbitration system being read- 
| ney do send are pallid b.o. fare | jeq for submission by the majors. 
/as compared with the local red “] think that the plans they are 
ecstintniien working out,” said Clark, “will be 

Regulations embodied in the ap- “+ ty ees gh the yi vee 
propriation of these funds provide | and availability of films. You have 
that the films for which they are 4 yj ot t6 the Geard te + tter 
| used must contribute positively to g Se oe ee 

: ; y 'O Set up anv group you want and I 
the reorientation of the people, in : j . ; } 
k : ; ; ’ will be glad to talk with you. I 
eeping with the broad purposes of want th iew of le familiar 
the occupation. Therefore, the with P eg 
CAD okays only films with this ~ —— 
“positive” approach. 

The MPEA, on the other hand. 
maintains that any film that shows 
the American way of life and, thus, | 
democracy in action, contributes to | 
reorientation. They declare that it 
doesn’t take a “message film,” as Ments in the metropolitan area 
CAD believes, but that a pure en-| Was about $100,000. This can be 
tertainment picture also may ac- better spent, he feels, in more con- 
complish the purpose. That does Ccentrated form for the day-and- 
/not include, of course, such pic-| date waves. 
|tures as “The Senator Was In-| Lined up for Feb. 22. three and 
discreet,” which are never even One-half weeks after the Palace 
submitted for CAD consideration, | Opening. are a combo of 113 RKO 
since they might be construed as | and indie houses. They'll charge 
reflecting on democratic processes, | their regular admission price, bu 

Army’s standpoint is that the| each will give the film extended 
MPEA can send over the pure en-| and preferred playing time. Each 
tertainment films itself, if it wants| theatre will play “Heart” a day 

— ————-|longer than normally. One-week 
houseg will give it eight days, five 
days houses will give it six days, 





Disney Pushes 


Continued from page 5 .—— 





wrecked. The girl is killed and the 
an Some the navy in an attempt ete 
. ps wear 4 j ‘ 
berg, one of his “former Rineat| Whether the Palace run_ will 
Birth of their child starts both off | continue through the nabe weg 
on a new life. |ments depends on the business the 
Broadway house is doing. In the 





choice of entertainment, will find its strong domestic grosses. As 
this adequate enough but it cannot screenplayed by Ingmar Bergman, 
be reckoned big for the U. S. the film’s story has been told with 
: market. | exceptional skill. 
She looks the part and gives it a It is staged in the middle of the| Yarn traces the early life of 
peanetioece that pleases. Stephen 19th century when the first gold; Birger Malmsten,’a youth with a 
Junne does well by his heavy as- strike in Australia leads to eco- railroading background. An elope- 
signment. Vera Marshe, Miss Ver- nomic chaos in the colony. There ment with a blind daughter of an 
dugo’s companion; Neyle Morrow, are no men to till the land or sail Austrian musician results in trag- 
young Latin; George J. Lewis, Wil- the ships as they have all gone in edy when a locomotive he’s com- 
fam Edmunds and others do their search of gold. And there is also a. mandered for their flight is | 


kiddies and adult western fans. 
Elena Verdugo was an exception- 
ally apt choice for the senorita. 


In portraying the erratic youth, 
Malmsten racks up one of his best 
performances. On par with his 
work is the acting of Miss Stiberg. 
Ake Claesson, as Malmsten’s 
father, and other players lend solid 
support. Direction of Gustaf Mo- 
lander helps sustain the film’s dra- 
matic qualities while Ake Dahl- 
quist’s camera work is competent. 

Wind. 


case of Selznick, “Duel” did below 
expectations at the Capitol and it 
is expécted that “Heart” in the 
nabes will. siphon off Palace 
patrons. Likewise, the lack of & 
large campaign for the Broadway 
engagement will undoubtedly keeP 
‘opening weeks’ receipts below 
_what might be normally antici- 
| pated. 
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Record Cold Hits Mpls.; 
‘Accused’ 16G, ‘Juan’ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 9) 


inicely at $22,000. Last week, $23,- 
| 000 


116, Both Below Hopes. 


| “Sons of Adventure” (Rep) (2d wk). 


Michigan (UDT) (4,000: 70-95)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 


Coldest weather. of winter which | Healthy $17,000. Last week. solid 


has brought 17 below readings is 


ting many grosses but- some | 
dime ae rebounding in solid style. | 


$21,000. 
Palms (UDT) (2.900: 70-95).— 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes” (Par) 


’s an array of strong pix | (2d wk). Holding up well at $12,- 
ie even the topnotchers are hav-|500. Last week, strong $15,000. 


ing their troubles. ) 
dominate, the only major _new- 
comers being “The Accused and 
“Don Juan.” “Hamlet” is better- 
ing its first week at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). Great 
$16,000 ahead of first week’s 
$15,000. mn 

Gopher (Par) (1.000; 40-50)— 
“Sofia” (FC). Pleasant $3,500. Last 
week, “Harpoon” (SG) and “Black 
Eagle” (SG), $3,200. 

Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,869; 50- 
70) — “Paisan” (Indie) (2d _ wk). 
Dim $2,500 in 4 days after fair 
$6,000 initialer. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—‘Gotta 
Stav Happy” (U) (m.o.). Thira 
week downtown. Okay $1,700 in 
6 days. Last week, “Yellow Sky” 
(20th) (4th wk), $1,800 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“The Accused” (Par). This well re- 
garded picture coming through well 
at $16,000. Last week, “Wonderful 
Urge” (20th), $13,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70) —“Don Juan” (WB). Hitting 
good $11,000. Last week, ‘Man 
From Colorado” (Col), modest $9,- 
000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Untamed Breed’ (Col). Opened 
Sunday (30) after three days of 
“Man From Colorado” (Col) (m.o.) 
hit oke $3.500. Last week, “Let’s 
Live Little’ (EL), okay $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)\—‘‘Red 
River” (UA) (2d wk). Sock $12,000 
after $16,000 first round. 


Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Sunday Afternoon” (WB). One of 
first nabe showings. Good $4,000. 


Last week, “Innocent Affair’ (UA), 
mild $3.000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Jenny Lamour” (Indie). Sex 
stressed in ads and paying off fair- 
ly well at $2,500. Last week, ‘““Every 
Girl Married” (RKO) (4th wk), fair 
$2,200. 





Ice, Snow Slough Port. 
But ‘Pit’ Perky $18,000 


Portland. Ore... Feb. 1 

Abundance of snow. ice and cold 
weather will keep biz down at 
firsirun houses this week. “Snake 
Pit” is doing socko trade and may 
pick up with a break in the 
weather. “Three Godfathers” also 
faring well but “The Kissing Ban- 
dit” is disappointing. “Paleface” 
and “Best Years” are ace _ hold- 
overs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G). Excel- 
lent $12,000. Last week, “Touch of 
Venus” (U) and “Out Of Storm” 
(Rep), $11,000. 

Guild (Parker) (427; $1.80-$2.40) 
—‘Hamlet” (U) (5th wk). Okay 
$8.000. Last week, $8,500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1.500: 50-85)— 


“Best Years” (RKO) and “Blon- 
die’s Secret” (Col) (3d wk). Fine 
$6.000 or near. Last week, big 
$10,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000: 50-85)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 


(3d wk) (m.o.). Okay $1.800). TIast 
week, $3,000. 
Z Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 
Snake Pit” (20th) and “Surrender 
Dear (Col), day-date with Para- 
mount. Big $6,000 or close. Last 
b+ lle aa Pompeii” (RKO) 
she” ( ) (reissues) a’ 
$3:700 O) (reissues), oka’ 
2 Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 

Gallant Blade” (Col) and “Un 
tamed Breed” (Col) (6 days). Fait 
$6,000. Last week, “Paleface” (Par! 
and “Manhattan Angel” (Col) (3d 
Wk’. fancy $8,000. 

.gParamount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
penake Pit ’ (20th) and “Surrender 
rity. (Col), also Oriental. Sock 

2,000 or better. Last week, “Last 
(Bee Pompeii” (RKO) and “She” 

O} (reissues). Good $7,700. 
upplavhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
e ace” (Par) an $6 ¢ 
Ange ‘Col ae Manhattan 
2ast week, “Man From Cebtorado” 
( 6“ nd 
pad and “Smart Girls Won't Talk” 

B) (m.o.), $2,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
deve, Sissing Bandit” (M-G). (9 
“Words Stim $6,000. Last week, 
4 days), “00” (M-G) (4th wk- 


Holdovers pre-' 


United Artists (UDT) (2.000: 70- 
95)—“Return of October” (Col). 
Staunch $17,000. Last week, “Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U), $15.000. 


Madison (UDT) (1,800: 70-95)— 


; “Blood on Moon” (RKO) and ‘“Re- 


turn of Wildfire” (RKO). Oke $14.- 


000. Last week, “Whiplash” (WB) 
and “Christopher Blake” (WB) 
barely okay $11,000. 

Adams (UDT) (1.700; 70-95) — 


“Words and Music” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Down $5,000 or near. Last week. 
fine $7,000. 

Downtown (UDT) (3.700: 70-95) 
—‘‘Three Musketeers” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Good $9,000. Last week, light 
$11,000. 


‘Witch’ Wows Seattle, 
166; ‘Married’ Lusty 
14G, ‘Juan’ Solid 116 


Seattle, Feb. 1. 

Bad weather and power shortage 
still are slowing up business at the- 
atres here but more new fare at 
big-seaters than usual is helping 
some. “Every Girl Should Be Mar- 
ried,’ at Liberty, “Don Juan?’ at 
Orpheum, and “Red Witch” at Par-. 





‘amount, look like best bets. 


Fine $2,500. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
Patrol” (20th) (m.o.). Good $3,500. 
Last week, “October” (Col) and 
“Homicide for Three” (Rep) (3d 
wk). $2,600, in 6 days. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1.877; 50-84)— 
“Unknown Island” (FC) and ‘‘The 
Judge” (FC). Modest $8,000. Last 
week, “Walked by Night” (EL) and 
“Strawberry Roan” (Col), fine $8,- 
300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 50-84) 
—‘‘Snake Pit” (20th) and “Manhat- 
tan Angel” (Col) (3d wk). Good 
$6.500 in 6 days after strong $10.- 
800 last stanza 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650: 50-84)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Incident” (Mono) Big $14,000 
Last week. “Paleface” (Par) (5th 
wk). good $4.800 in 3 davs. 


Music Box (H-F) (850: 50-84)— 
“Stay Happy” (U) and “Indian 
Agent” (RKO) (m.o.). Trim $4.500. 


Last week, “Dear Secretarv” (UA) 
and “Inner Sanctum” (FC) (2d wk), 
okay $3,000 in 8 days 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200; 50-84)— 


“Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) and ‘Pic- 
cadilly Incident” (M-G). Dim $4.- 
000. Last week. “Hills of Home” 


(M-G) and “No Minor Vices” (M-G), 
Soft $5,800. 

Orpheum (H-F) (2.600: 50-84)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) and “Christopher 
Blake” (WB). Solid $11.000. Last 
week. “Stay Happy” (U) and “In- 
dian Agent” (RIKO) (2d wk). good 
$7.300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (800: 34-59)— 
“Fighter Sauadron” (WB) and 
“Let's Live a Little’ (EL) (2d runs). 
Oke $4.000 Last week. “Best 
Years” (RKO) and “Kiss Blood Off 
Hands” (U) (2d runs). fair $4.000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 50-84)— 
“Red Witch” (Rep) and “Angel on 
Amazon” (Rep). Sock $16.000 or 
over. Last week. “Yellow Sky” 
(20th) and “Jungle Patrol” (20th) 
(2d wk). okay $7,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 50-84) 
—‘Red River” (UA) and “Bionglie’s 


Secret” (Col) (2d runs). Okay $3.- 
500. Last week. “Musketeers” 
(M-G) and “Miraculous Journey” 


(FC), $3,700. : 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 


“Last of Wild Horses” (SG). Slim 
$13.500. Last week. ‘Paleface’ 
(Par) and “Far Frontier” (Rep) 
(4th wk), $10,000 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1.451: 60-$1)\—‘“Sealed Verdict” 
(Par) and “Last Wild Horses” 
(SG). Light $9.500 Last week, 
“Paleface” (Par) and “Far Fron- 


tier’ (Rep) (4th wk), neat $9,500. 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 


80)\—“*Return October” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Secret” (Col) (2d wk-5 


days). Down to $9.500. Last week, 
moderate $15,400 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370: 60-$1)— 
“Criss Cross” ‘(U) and “Jiggs. Mag- 
gie in Court” (Mono) (2d wk’. Mild 
$4,000. Last week, $7.300. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-31)— 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Mag- 


, “Words and Music” 


“Jungle | 


| gie in Court” (Mono) (2d wk). Slow 
$3,000. Last week, $5,000. 

United Artists (UA) (2.100: 60- 

| $1)—“Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, 


| Maggie in Court” (Mono) (2d wk). 


'Good $11,000. Last week, smooth 
| $17,800. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
, “Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska 
| Patrol” (FC) (3d wk-4 days). Near 
| $3.500. Last week, nice $7,600. 

| Vogue (FWC) (885: 
.“Dark Past” (Col) and “Big Som- 
brero” (Col). Fair $4,000. Last 
' week, “Unknown Island” (FC) and 
“Feathered Serpent” (Mono), nifty 
$5,100. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
(M-G) (3d wk). 
Nice $9,000. Last week, $12,100. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 60-$1)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) (2d wk). Smooth 
$10,000. Last week, $17,600. 


‘Liner’ Smooth $17,500, 
Denver; ‘Squadron’ 196 


Denver, Feb. 1. 

Coldest weather of winter is 
denting biz here somewhat. “Fight- 
er Squadron” is getting a solid 
total in two theatres. “Luxury 
Liner” shapes very big at Or- 
pheum. “Sealed Verdict” is hold- 
ing at Denham but on slow side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) and 
“Texas, Brooklyn” (UA) (m.o.). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, “Man from 
Colorado” (Col) and “Here Comes 
Trouble” (UA) (m.o.), fair $3,200. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
74.— “Song Is Born” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Very slim $4,000. Last week, 
good $7,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) 
— ‘Sealed Verdict’ (Par). Mild 
$12,000. Last week. “Paleface” 
(Par) (6th wk), oke $8.500. 





Denver (Fox) (2.525: 35-74)— 
“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and 


“Embraceable You” (WB), day-date 
with Webber. Big $16,000. Last 
week. “Mexican Hayride” (U) and 
“Racing Luck” (Col), $13,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—‘Re- 
turn of October” (Col and 
“Blackie’s Chinese Venture” (Col), 
day-date with Paramount. Nice at 
$3,000. Last week, “Don’t Trust 
Husband” (UA) and “Texas, Brook- 
lyn” (UA), nice $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— 


“Luxury Liner’ (M-G) and “No 
Minor’ Vices” (M-G) Rousing 
$17,500. Last week, “Everv Girl 
Married” (RKO) and “Indian 
Agent” (RKO) (2d wk) good 
$13.500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 
‘Return of October” (Col) and 
“Blackie’s Chinese Venture” (Col), 


also Esquire. Fine $11,000. Last 
week. “Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) 
and “Texas. Brooklyn” (UA), fine 
$11.000 


Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—“Mexi- 
can Hayride” (U) and “Racing 
Luck” (Col) (m.o.) Fair $2,500. 


Last week. “Kiss Blood Off Hands” 
(U) and “O}vmpic Games '48” (EL) 
‘m.o.), $2,000. 

Voeue ‘(Art Cinema) (600: 60- 
$1.20) —- ‘‘Mikado” (‘(U) (reissue). 
Fine $3.500. Last week. “Henry V” 
(UA) (2d wk). good $2.500. 


Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74) — 
“Fiohter Squadron” (WB) and 
“Embraceable You’ (WB). also 


Denver. Sturdy $3.000. Last week. 
“Mexican Hayride” (U) and “Rac- 
ing Luck” (Col), $2.000. 


CHICAGO © 


(Continued from page 9) 


Bright $13,000. Last week. $19 000. 

Oriental (Fssaness) (3,400: 50-98) 
—‘Yellow Sky” (20th) with Janis 
Paige p.,a. (3d wk!. Holding strong 
at $40,000. Last week, $51,000. 





Palace (RKO) (2,500: 50-98) — 
“Bov With Green Hair” (RKO). 
Sturdy $18.000. Last week. “Mex- 
ican Hayride” (U) (2d wk). big 
$14.000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1.700; 50-98)— 


“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “Show 
Them No Merey” (20th) (reissues). 
Crisp $11.000 last week. “Blood on 


Moon” ‘RKO? (m.o.) (4th wk), big 
$6.000. ; 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 50-98):— 
“Shockproot” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Coli. Moderate $15,000. 
Last week. ““Whiplash” (WB) (2d 
wk). $9,000 

Selwyn (Shubert! (1.000: $1.20- 
$2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). 
Nifty $14.000. Last week about 
same 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 50-98) 
—‘Dark Past’ (Col) and Jungle 


Jim” (Col) (2d wk 
Last week. $13,000 


Droppy $9,000 


Surf (Indie) (650-85'—‘‘Day of 
Wrath” ‘Indie’ (2d wk'!. NSG $3.- 
800. Last week. $4.400. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 50- 
98\—‘“‘Three Godfathers” M-G 
(2d wk). Lukewarm $10,000. Last 
week, $14,000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1.073: 98) — 
“Red River” (UA) (6th wk’. Hand- 


some $18,000. Last week. $22.000 


World (Indie’ (587: 80: — 
“Paisan” (Indie! (3d wk). Lush 
$8.000. Last week, $10,000 


60-85) — | 


i veepee. 


an on Producers 


- Continued from page 7 
violations 
trust act.” 








of the Sherman anti- | 


Pay-As-You-View 
TV Menaces B.0,, 


A third clue is in the failure, to | 


date, of the FCC to okay the sale 
of Mrs. Dorothy Thackrey’s Cali- 
‘fornia radio and television proper- 
ties to Warner Bros. While the 
60-day AVCO period for receiving 
matching bids has expired, and Ed 
Pauley’s attempt to bid separately 
for the video part of the package 
was ruled out, there has bee:: no 
action despite the fact the sales 
contract between buyer and seller 
has less than two months to go 

On this case, too, VARIETY 
learned, the Commission has no 
intention of handing down a deci- 
sion until it has looked into the 
qualifications of Warners in view 
of its violation of the anti-trust 
act. There is a good chance the 
transfer application ‘vill be desig- 
nated for hearing, possibly to- 
gether with the Paramount-Du- 
Mont renewal applications 

A ruling barring either Para- 
mount or Warner’s may have its 
effects on other picture producers, 
notably 20th-Fox, which has five 
video applications pending. It 
might also mean that Metro would 
have to give up its standard sta- 
tion in New York (WMGM). If 
Paramount were barred, DuMont 
would likely have to get out of the 
station business unless Par sold 
out its controlling interest 

The question of picture company 
entrance into the. station field, 
Chairman Wayne Coy told Vartery 
last week, is a matter for deter- 
mination on the merits of each 
case. No overall poliev is being 
considered, he indicated. and the 
subject is merely being examined. 











V wood AFL 


Continued from page 3 











Sez TOA’s Prex 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 1. 

Arthur Lockwood, prez of the 
Theatre Owners of America, views 
phonevision—a variation of televi- 
sion which employs the telephone 
wires for sending programs to pri- 
vate subscribers—as a_ serious 
threat to film houses. Lockwood, 
sharing the podium as principal 
speaker with Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
20th-Fox’s sales chief, told con- 
ventioneers of the Theatre Owners 
of North and South Carolina that 
tele generally is a menace to films 
but admitted it could provide an 
effective advertising medium 

Attendance, cut by cold weather, 
was down to a bare 300 at the ex- 
hib group’s 37th annual convention. 
Two-day meet started yesterday 
(31) with George Carpenter, prez, 
chairmanning and Mayor Herbert 
H. Baxter of Charlotte giving a 
welcome address. Convention 
closed tonight (Tues.) with a dance 
and banquet. 

Smith declared that not one law 


suit has been brought in areas 
where his conciliation plan has 
been in effect since adoption of 


this method for settling exhib-dis- 
trib disputes. He told exhibs the 
plan now has spread to 14 ex- 
change centers. These locales. so 
far as aggregate business done by 
the industry, represent more than 
48% in total dollars 

Gael Sullivan. exec director of 
TOA, also spoke on industry prob- 
lems. He expressed similar con- 
cern over the threatening inroads 
ot video. 





ring factions in filmland to the 
detriment of the industry. 


strategy recently has been to play 


down the dimmer side of film- 
making and trumpet the upbeat 
factors. 


De Mille is regarded by the AFL 
and other unions with a jaundiced 
eye because of his battle with the 
American Federation of Radio 
Actors’ over a $1 “political assess- 
ment’ which he refused to pay. It 
resulted in his giving up the helm- 
ing of the Lux Radio Theatre sev- 
eral years ago. 

The AFL group, repping some 
20,000 members, issued the follows 


ing resolution: “Whereas the 
Hollywood AFL Film Council 
favors a real all-industry council 


to plan and carry out an intelligent 
public relations program for the 
motion picture industry as a whole, 
now theretore, be it resolved that 
the Hollywood AFL Film Council 
will not join in the projected Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council as 
presently constituted.” 

De Mille was named by the 
SDG under a rotational system. 
which gives each organization a 
chance to tap the chairman. His 
term is for six months. Following 
AFL's withdrawal, De Mille de- 
clared he had no intention of re- 
signing, stating: “Il was elected by 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
eil and anv change will have to ve 
made by the Motion Picture Indus- 
try Council.” 

Dispute deals a strong blow to 
the MPIC which has not been 
finally ratified by all groups. Since 
its purpose is to unite management 
and labor, ankling by the AFL 
leaves a gaping hole in its mem- 
bership. 
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_- $Schwalberg 

L——— Continued from page 3 

aciive first in tightening the ad- 
ministrative functions of the com- 
pany. His appointment was made 
known by Barney Balaban. Par’s 
prez. in a wire to the field lauding 


the new sales topper’s “broad and 
mature experience” and “full un- 
derstanding of the many problems 
of distribution.” 

Reagan's employment ticket 
would ordinarily have run to May 
of this vear. While he has not an- 
nounced his future plans. it is un- 
derstood that he will continue in 
the film business. Reportedly. he 
will go into the exhibition field. 
where the Pars ex-chief already 
holds certain theatre interests 

Terms of Schwalberg’s employ- 
ment pact were not disclosed. His 
predecessor drew down $75,000 an- 
nuaily in his job as company 


MPAA | 





| TOA Directorate 


Continued from page 5 = 


States.” Meetings are to be held 
with MPAA officials on this. The 
exhibitors want to restore the pre- 
war clearances, which provided the 
theatres near service posts with 
first crack at the films 

A strong slap. at National Screen 








Service which, however, was not 
directly named in a report attack- 
ing quality, service and cost of 
trailers and other material. and 


calling for huddles to correct’ the 
situation. Report further demanded 
a probe of the studio policy of giv- 
ing one company exclusives on 
trailers and accessories, to deter- 
mine if this policy might be “the 
root of the evil.” 
New B. O. Service 

Formation of a new service to 
feed TOA members reports on the 
boxoffice performance of films. A 
hundred key theatres in all parts 
of the country are to be chosen to 
provide the sampling information. 


They will be non-affiliated theatres | 


in towns of under 25,000 popula- 
tion, which play pre-release and 
national release schedules. These 
theatres are to airmail their fig- 
ures to New York, where they will 
be correlated and then distributed 
to all TOA theatres. 


The report on television com- 
mented: 
“We recommend that this asso- 


ciation go on record as command- 
ing heartily those industry leaders 
in production and distribution who, 
in the protection of their own 
business and the business of their 
exhibitor customers. have declined 
to make available to television 
those films which were created for 
and paid for by the motion picture 
theatres 
" “We further recommend that all 
producing and distributing com- 
panies be counselled by this asso- 
ciation in the strongest terms that 
a grave danger and injustice would 
be presented should television be 
provided with motion picture film 
designed and created for exhibi- 
tion in motion picture theatres 
We feel that the ‘giving away’ of 
the industry product on television 
is economically indefensible from 
the point of view of the theatres, 
and believe it would be equally un- 
sound from the point of view of 
the producers and. distributors 
who would soon find that they have 
jeopardized their own market as 
would be evidenced by the dimin- 
ishing returns at the boxoffice.” 
Board went on to recommend 
that TOA notify its members pe- 
riodically what producers and dis- 
tributors are dealing with the 


| Video outlets. 
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FORGE MACREADY - FRED CLARK 
Produced by Directed by 
NORE BOHEM JOHN FARROW 
Screenplay by Jonathan Latimer 
Original story by Mindret Lord 











is the word too for the peak-era business 
of current hits like “My Own True Love 
—‘‘The Accused’’—“‘The Paleface”’ in 


Paramount's 


SOLD RUS 49) 
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THE COMPANY IS 
PARAMOUNT—CITED NOW 

BY CRITIC AFTER CRITIC FOR 

THE HIT THAT’S 





Dee 







highly imaginative yarn. 
Patrons will love the film, will 
loudly acclaim it and liberally 
patronize it.”” . — Boxoffice 






film...that is going to sell 
a lot of tickets. To repeat, it’s 
unusual and you don’t come | m A OX 
by one that has that quality often.” MQW) CHE 


— Film Dail PAYS 
- y picture, packed with suspense. 
Don’t miss this very good movie.” 
7 —Jimmie Fidler, 


“ORIGINAL, provocative, intriguing, Mutual Broadcasting System 


imaginative ... gives the spectator a 
thrilling ride for hts money.” 


— Hollywood Reporter “ROUSING GROSSES... for... absorbing... 
m | suspense-filled entertainment... that 
lends itself admirably to exploitation.”’ 
ayers | — Daily Variety 

W = “STRONG EXPLOITATION ANGLES .... 
- and Farrow gives it strong 

direction. Milland’s portrayal 

is exacting work.” —Variety “IDEA-VALUE . . . should please a large 


audience. Milland, Totter and Mitchell 
should help inflate boxoffice grosses.” 
—Showmen's lrade Review 


“DEVILISHLY DIFFERENT . . . a picture . 


you'll give your undivided attention.”’ 


BE SURE TO BOOK “THE MOVIES AND YOU” 


—P Aotopl ay M agazine SERIES OF INDUSTRY SHORTS. 
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Night Life Perking on Madeira Island | 


Again as Postwar Crowds Return 


Funchal, Madeira Island, Jan. 18. 


VARIETY 


‘Edward,’ ‘Lambs’ Due For 
Swedish Production 


Stockholm, Jan. 25. 
| Scouting the local legit scene, 
British playwright Noel Langley 


6 INTERNATIONAL 


1 
British Film Production Co-op 
Opens Venture to Other Producers wi! js: nse 


+ soon by the Royal Dramatic Thea- | 





be M aca 











London, Jan. 25. 


With a nucleus of three British 
producers, the prodtiction coop- 
erative, formed with the blessing 
of the government, with Nicholas 
Davenport, original member of the , 
Board of the State Film Bank, as 
its financial adviser, is open to 
other producers who want to share 
the anticipated benefits of this 
new venture. 

Contract negotiations have been 
on between Davenport, Marcel 
Hellman, Maurice Elvey and Nat 
Bronsten, with formation of a pri- 
vate limited company with a nomi- 
nal capital only, expected. 

Before resigning his directorship 
of the Film Finance, Co., Daven- 
port discussed his coOperative en- 
terprise with Board of Trade prez 
Harold Wilson, who had a month 
earlier intimated in the House of 
Commons that he would welcome 
such ventures. 

Cooperative has a lineup of six 
pix to be filmed over a period of 
15 months. These are budgeted to 
cost around $3,000,000 and finance 
is being sought from the normal | 
commercial banking sources with | 
the State Film Bank being asked 
to put up the extra money needed 
for completion. 

Production is skedded to start in | 
April and negotiations are now be- 
ing finalized for the lease of an 
empty studio. With a central ex- 
ecutive personnel, the trio hope) 
to slash normal production over- | 
heads and with their plans for 
continuity filming hope they will 
be able to absorb the majority of | 
unemployed technicians with a 
guarantee of work lasting well over 
a vear. 

Although it’s known that a num- 
ber of independent producers flatly 
turned down invitations to join the 
cooperative, it’s anticipated that 
once the undertaking gets under 
way others may seriously consider 
participation. 

Board of directors meeting of 
the newly-formed cooperative, is 
being held in London today (1), 
when titles of their first two pix 
will be announced. Registration 
details of the new company have 
already been completed and are 
awaiting approval by the Registrar 
of Companies of the proposed 
name of the new organization, 
United Films. 


Catholic Station May 
Be Ist on Air in Japan 


Under New Radio Setup 


Tokyo, Jan. 22. 

First private radio station to go 
on the air in Japan following the 
expected passage of the Broadcast- 
ing Bill this spring may be a 
Christian station operated by the 
Catholic Society of St. Paul in 
Tokyo. The organization § an-| 
nounced this week it had formed | 
the St. Paul’s Broadcasting Assn. | 
with a capitalization of 180,000,000 
yen ($700,000) and hopes to go on 
the air next Aug. 15, the fourth 
centenary of the arrival in Japan 
ot Ffancis Xavier, first Christian 
emissary in Nippon. 

The broadcasting company, 
backed by such luminaries as Set- 
suzo Sawada, former Japanese am- 
bassador to Brazil, and Ken Inukai, 
president of the Japanese Demo- 
cratie Party, said it would start 
with a single station in Tokyo and 
will expand later to an 11-city net- 
work. Stations will carry com- 
mercial advertising and will broad- 
cast “religious and secular pro- 
grams for the edification of Catho- 
lic believers as well as the general 
public,” the announcement said. | 


Douglas’ ‘South Wind’ Due 


For Filming In Capri 
Rome, Jan. 25. 

“South Wind,’ Norman Douglas 
novel, will be made into a scenario 
this summer by the author and 
Graham Greene, who will direct 
when the film is made. Novel was 
written 30 years ago and published 








Goethe's ‘‘Faust.” 
of bi-centenary of the author’s| 


Scots 


Swiss Govt. To Act Soon | 


On Metro-Owned Houses 


Geneva, Feb. 1. 

Swiss government's decision on 
whether Metro can continue to op- 
erate its two firstrun theatres here 
and in Lausanne is expected by 
next Tuesday (8). Swiss exhib- 
itors association is attempting to 
force divorcement of the two 
houses, under the government’s 


ruling that a film distributor can- 


not operate theatres. 

Besides the _ possibility 
vorcement, Metro is liable to a fine, 
plus suspension of its selling activ- 
ities for a period of three months. 
Company would accept a small fine 
and divorcement, but, if temporari- 
ly suspended, would ask other 
American distrib outfits to exit 
Switzerland jointly. Other Ameri- 
can companies have already prom- 
ised M-G they would continue sell- 
ing product to the two houses 
pending outcome of the litigation, 
but it’s believed doubtful they 
would go so far as to pull out of 
Switzerland for Metro. 





Increasing Use Of 
British Dominions 


For Action Film 


London, Feb. 1. 
British film-makers are going to 
use Dominion locations increas- 
ingly in the coming year for pro- 


duction of action pix, Sir Michael | 


Balcon, prez of the British Film 
Academy and head of J. Arthur 
Rank’s Ealing studios, declared 
here. First step to prove that “the 


American west is not the only fron- | 


tier in the world” will be upped 
production in Australia, 
said. 

Ealing is planning two pix for 
Down Under, “The Pepper Tree’ 
and “Robbery Under Arms.” “Tree” 
stars Chips Rafferty, native Aussie, 
and Britain’s Tommy  Trinder. 
“Robbery” follows “Tree.” It is a 
filmization of Ralph Boldrewood’s 
'bushranger novel, a classic in Aus- 
‘tralia. 
| Ealing has just wrapped up “Eu- 
reka Stockade,’ also produced in 
Australia. Rafferty’s last film for 
Rank was “The Overlanders,” re- 
leased last year in the U.S. It was 
lensed in the Dominion. 


‘Edinburgh Festival Sets 
Orchs; Big Legit Plans 


Glasgow, Jan. 17. 

Seven leading orchestras are set 
to play at the 1949 Festival of 
Music and Drama, slated for Edin- 
burgh Aug. 21 to Sept. 11. 

Roval Philharmonie Orchestra, 
under Sir Thomas’ Beecham, 
launches festival at opening con- 
cert Aug. 21, and will also play 
for the Glyndebourne operas. 
Other orchestras engaged include 
the BBC Scottish, under Ian 
Whyte; Philharmonie Orchestra of 
London, under Rafael Kubelik, and 
Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, 
under Ernest Ansermet. 

Glyndebourne Opera Co. is to 
present 11 performances of Verdi’s 
“Un Ballo in Maschera” and seven 
of Mozart's “Cosi fan Tutte,” hit 
of last year’s longhair junket. 

On legit side, Gustaf Grundgens 
and the Dusseldorf Theatre Co. 
will give eight performances of 
This is in honor | 





birth. 

Following on 1948 success of old 
morality play, “The Three 
Estates,” negotiations are under 


of di-| 


tre. He also 
“Little Lambs Eat Ivy,” 


London success, will be translated | 


into Swedish. ‘oe 
Dramatist may in addition tran- 


‘slate “Sorgear” (‘Year of Morn- 


ing”), Stig Dagerman’s new play, 
into English. 


Pascal Tries End 





London, Jan. 25. 


| 
} 





| 


| 


| Duke of York’s theatre. 


revealed that his | ¢ 
a current | 


Marriage Breach’ Hits 


London Fancy; Lemons’ OK 
London, Feb. 1. 


Debatable subject of artificial permanent foreign colony is most- ° 
‘insemmination was aired for the|ly English, with a sprinkle of 





| The first postwar season in this 


island health and winter resort is 
geing full swing. For first time 
since 1940 a large number of tour- 
ists are here for the season, which 
runs from November to May. The 


first time before first-nighters here | Americans. 


last week when “Breach of Mar- 
riage” bowed Tuesday (25) at the 
A discreet 


| bit of drama by Dan Sutherland, 


| 
| 
} 


the play was splendidly acted and 


“Marriage” is likely to attract 


the basis of its critical reception 
in the local press. Reviewers felt 


Gabriel Pascal, inactive in Brit- that not only is it the “most pro- 
ish production since 1946 when he | vocative play ever performed on 
was bitterly attacked in public by | the London stage,” but also found 
the Assn. of Cine Technicians | jt charged with “taut dramatic ex- 
for his costly filming of “Caesar | ojtement.” 


and Cleopatra,” is enlisting aid 
of 


Assn. to stage a comeback. BFPA 


| resume his production activities. | 


Publicly, Pascal has proclaimed 
| his plans for 1949 to include the 
| production of another Bernard 
| Shaw pic; a film starring Deborah 
| Kerr, and a third with Jean Sim- 
| Mons. 


| ban in 1946 Pascal has been faced 
with reluctance on the part of 
British technicians to work for 
'him. Directors, cameramen and 
| others who have been approached 


have always sought guidance from | 
| ACT headquarters before turning | 


| down offers of juicy contracts, and 
|'unable to’ get the necessary tech- 
nical staff to carry out his plans 
Pascal has had to turn to the 
BFPA for assistance. 

Although at the time the ACT 


| ban was scoffed at within the in- 
| dustry, it has played an effective 
part in keeping Pascal off the Brit- 
|ish studio floor, and many of his 


much-heralded production 
tures have gone by 


eventually 


the British Film Producers | 
| 
'leaders have been pressing claim | 
of Pascal to be permitted to use| 


| British studios and technicians to | 


“Oranges and Lemons,” unveiled 
Wednesday (26) at the Globe the- 
atre, proved a bright, sophisticated 


lighted especially by its wit and 
| originality. Diana Churchill made 
|'a polished debut in the show, 
| whose large cast also features Max 


| Adrian and Elisabeth Welch. 


1 





| . 
Since the imposition of the ACT Arg. Pix Setup 


Improved Via 





| Buenos Aires, Jan. 20. 
| Changes made 
| economic setup in the last week, 


| 


L b B tt enthusiastically received. 
a or oyco profitable attention particularly on | 


| 
| 
| 


End of the year festivities which 
mark the climax of the midwinter 
period brought thousands of for- 
eigners, among them many Ameri- 
cans, in the score -of ships which 
touched Funchal between Christ- 
mas and the Epiphany. 

The Savoy hotel boasts a very 
good orchestra with the Dutch 
Boys. There are three important 
cabarets—The Flamengo, with the 
Carvalho dos Santos band and 
| crooner Jeanny Seabra; the Rivoli 
| with the Verissimo orchestra and 
vocalist Terese Marie, and the 
Tivoli, with concertiria player Sel- 
vaggio, who is going to open a new 


|touring circus and variety pavilion 
intimate revue which was high-| shortly, called Bagdag. 


Govt. Changes 


The touring circus Ferrony 

| (which, like the theatre, is con- 
| trolled hy a Portuguese company 
| with English capital) presents first- 
| class programs, with turns arrivifig 
every fortnight from Europe. Hos 
tels and cabarets are thinking of 
offering between-boats contracts to 
leading American and European 
|bands and turns crossing the At- 
| lantic. 
The deluxe Reeds hotel and the 
gambling Casino Pavao are still in 
| the hands of decorators, but will 
‘reopen next fall. 


In Funchal there are three cine- 
mas, and a modern one is under 
All are exhibiting 
There 





| construction. ' 
quite recent American pix. 


in Argentina’s | are touring cinemas for the rest of 


|the island, but permanent houses 


| with the former economic czar, | will be built in various villages as 


/ment of the Central Bank and the | hydro-electric plant now 


Miguel Miranda, out, and manage- | soon as they have completed the 


under 


| Import-Export Board being trans- | construction. 


ferred to two newly created 


have created a more rosy outlook 
| for foreign picture distributors. 


ish production interests to resume | CCOnomy is believed to presage a 


| his film activities. 


If he succeeds | Telaxation of government control 


|in winning producer and labor ap-| °f imports and exports, and in 
proval it is anticipated his first | View of the acute dollar shortage 
film will go before the cameras in | 894 devaluation of the Argentine 


the early spring. 


‘U.S. Film Reps Explain 
Distrib Methods To 





London, Feb. 1. 





Brit. Govt. Committee 


| peso, it’s hoped that the new secre- 
taries will be able to swing a dol- 
lar loan from the U. 8. which might 
relieve the situation. 


Grosses in Buenos Aires have 
reached new lows as the torrid, 
sticky summer heat continues with- 
out any reliet. The more import- 
ant releases are skedded for the 





distribution were explained to the | 


Government 
under 
| Portal, 


Inquiry Committee, 
the chairmanship of Lord 


Jr., M-G local chief, 
managing directors of General 
Film Distributors, appeared before 
the committee. 

| Today (1) three American reps 


will be appearing at the inquiry. 


ey 7 : 
| authorities are evidently anxious | . A : 
to avoid riots which accompanied forthcoming examination 


by British and American | cally-made material. 
distributors during the past week. | Curtain” has been banned by 
On Thursday (27) Sam Eckman, Entertainment Board, and all 


Mar del Plata (Atlantic coast re- 


Current methods and practice in | sort) firstrun theatres. 


Apart from these, most theatres 
are showing reissues and second- 
runs, while others are showing lo- 
“The Iron 


ef- 


and E. T./| forts to secure its release have so 
(Teddy) Carr and John Woolf, joint , far 


met with a~ stymie. The 


| release of the picture in Uurguay 
| and other countries. 


| They are Robert S. Woolf, RKO, | 


managing director; David Coplan, 
‘from United Artists, and Ken Har- 
| greaves of 20th-Fox. 

| A memorandum ‘is also being 
prepared for the inquiry on behalf 
of exhibitors and will be followed 
by personal evidence from theatre 
owners in due course. 


‘Tamburella Breaks With 





Rabinovitch to Go on Own: 


Rome, Jan. 24. 
Paolo Tamburella, Oscar-winning 
producer of the Italian film “Shoe 
Shine,” has terminated his produc- 


ing contract with th®Gregor Rabin- | 


ovich-William Szekely combination 


way to present another Scottish K"own as “Cine-Opera,” and is now 
play. Talks are going on for season 
of plays by Britain’s Old Vic Co. 


readying his next picture produce- 
tion which he will do entirely on 











-— -.— —___ ] 


" Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Feb. 1. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (87). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (93). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (39). 
“Breach Marriage,” York’s (1). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (21). 





Removal of Miranda from com- | 
turn and seek cooperation of Brit- | Plete domination of the country’s | 


{ 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


} 


“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (43). | 


“Carissima,” Palace (47). 
“Charley’s Aunt,” Maj. (7). 


“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (75). | 


“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (22). 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (88). 
“Father,” Duchess (2), 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd (34), 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (45), 
“Harvey,” Wales (5). 

“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (7). 
“Kid From Strat,” Wint. (18). 


| 
| 


| 





ven- | Finance and Economic Secretariats, | 
the board. | 


Balcon | Plans to film in Italy, Eire and 
| other countries have flopped and | 
Pascal has had to re-| 


Tele Delay in Canada Seen 
In Coming Probe of Govt.; 
Ties With All Show Biz 


Ottawa, Feb. 1. 


| Vincent Massey, former Cana- 
‘dian High Commissioner to the 
| United Kingdom, is expected to 
| head a. Royal Commission to probe 


radio, films, television, arts, ex- 
hibitions and _ similar activities 
with government connections. Ap- 


pointment of the commission at an 
early date was announced in the 
speech from the Throne delivered 
by the Governor General at last 
week’s (26) opening of the new 
| session of Parliament. 


Already tabbed an “omnibus in- 
quiry,” the probe will deal 
with everything connected with 
Canada’s cultural life. Directly 





the | concerned will be the National 


Film Board and Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. 

Official announcement of the 
Is eX- 
pected to delay any definite moves 
towards okaying video in Canada 
that might have been planned by 
CBC which has already indefi- 
nitely held up permission to in- 
dependent broadcasters to begin 
TV airings. Excuse has been lack 
of funds available for experimen- 
tation. New Parliament was ex- 
pected to be asked to approve a 
sizeable loan to CBC for two tele- 
vision stations in Canada but this, 


|too, may be temporarily shelved. 


House of Commons Radio Com- 
mittee operations may also be de 
layed by the announcement. 





Berlin Sister Dance Team 
On British Zone Tour 


Munich, Jan. 25. 
Margot and Heidi Hoepfner, Ber- 


lin dance team, are touring the 


British zone of Germany prior to 





in 1917. _ 

The film will be made entirely in 
Capri where the author has spent 
most of his life since 1888. Douglas 
is 80 years old. A new Anglo- 
Italian company called, “Luxor 
Pictures” will produce the picture. despite its international aspect, 


Leading European ballet company 
may also be engaged. 


Will again be staged. 


his own. 
| 


On pix side, the International ©@!. Satire on present-day Italian 
Film Festival of Documentaries POlitics, with an eye to the Ameri- 
can market. 


To keep native side of festival, D€€™ announced. 


‘departure for appearances in Spain 
‘and Switzerland. The sisters have 
|a two-hour program of 14 dances, 
‘with a two-piano team of Julius 
|Karr-Bertolz and Willy Hahn ac 
‘companying them. Current dates 
‘include Dusseldorf, Goettinger 4? 


“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (43), 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (10). 

“Off Record,” Piccadilly (83). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (42), 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (9). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe (1). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (21). 


The script will concern a politi- 


Starting date has not 





Greene has just completed the Scottish pipers and dancers will 
direction of “Third Man,” made in again present displays on historic 
Vienna, starring Alida Valli, Joseph esplanade of the old Edinburgh 
Cotten and Orson Welles. Castle. 


“September Tide,” Ald, (8). Hamburg. 

“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (11).| The sisters were starred in & 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (95). dance film, “Bunter Reigen,” head- 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart (12). ed for stateside release. Tirey re 


Other Foreign News 
on Page 18 











i “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (93). under management of Hans Fritsch. 
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Darryl F. Zanuck oreceats 


OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
the Snake Pit 


also Starring 


MARK STEVENS ona LEO GENN 
with CELESTE HOLM * GLENN LANGAN 


Directed by Produced by 
ANATOLE LITVAK ANATOLE LITVAK and ROBERT BASSLER, 


Screen Play by Frank Partos and Millen Brand 
Based on the Novel by Mory Jane Word 
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Legit Grosses Top ‘47 by 7006; ee eet ae a IN 49 


‘MEX FILM BANK PLANS 


Mexico City, Jan. 25. 


Frankfurt’s First Postwar Int'l Film 


New Scale of Actors’ Wages Awaits OK vcissse wissen t's ] Big Flop; Stars Stay Away in Droves 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 19. + 

Buenos Aires legit grosses for, 
1948 topped those of 1947 by 
$700,000. Grosses for the year, 
totaled $3,031,094 (U. S.) as against | 
$2,333,736 for 1947, with four of | 
the principal theatres topping the | 
$200,000 (U. S.) mark in the year, | 
and setting up an all-time record. | 
This despite the fact that legit en- 
tertainment had nothing especial 
to offer. On the contrary, most 
shows were ef much poorer quality 
than in other years. 

Musicals and the lighter types of 
shows made up the bulk of legit 
entertainment, numbering 48, 
against 38 dramatic productions. 
Of these last 13 were translations 
of foreign plays, of which one was 
a U.S. opus, “Happy Birthday,” by 
Anita Loos, and another British, 
“Low Tide,” by Peter Blackmore. 

The longest run was enjoyed by 
“La Casa Sim Alma,” by Eduardo 
Pappo, at the Ateneo theatre, 
which had Emma 
Italian legit actress, in the fore- 
front of a mixed Italian-Argentine 
cast. 

Highest grosses were marked up 
by “El Otro Yo de Marcela” (“Mar- 
cella’s Other Self’), with a book 
by Carlos Olivari, Sixto Pondal 
Rios and Marianito Mores, still 
running at the Ponte Alvear thea- 
tre after 214 performances. 
lowest grosses fell to the two gov- 
ernment-controlled theatres, Tea- 
tro Municipal and National Come- 
dy theatre. 

The Actors Union is now await- 
ing approval by the Labor Secre- 
tariat of its new scale of wages, 
drawn up after many confabs 
throughout last year. Minimum 
actors wages would be $110 (U.S.) 
monthly with a $50 (U. S.) increase 
when on tour. Costumes to be 

supplied by managements to all 
players earning under $200 (U. S.) 
monthly. Contracts may not be 
made for terms under 10 months, 
and companies must include at 
least 14 players each. This last 
stipulation has been bitterly 
fought by managers, and it’s pos- 
sible that a revision may yet be 
made. 


Mex Filmers Also Balked 
Due to Blocked Funds, Sez 
Negrete; 100 Pix For ’49 


Mexico’s film industry may turn 
out 100 pictures this year, accord- 
ing to Mexican actor - producer 
Jorge Negrete, currently in New 
York for a week's p.a. stint at the 
Puerto Rico theatre, the Bronx. 





.The predicted output represents a> 


boost over the production of the 
past few years. 

While Mexican product, Negrete 
said, has had wide acceptance in 
South America and Europe, south- 
of-the-border film-makers in com- 
mon with U. S. film companies 
have been experiencing consider- 
able difficulties in extracting re- 
mittances. He pointed out that last 
year he made a locationer in Spain 
in order that his Diana Produc- 
tions could utilize its frozen rental 
coin. 

Negrete estimated that 1949 will 
see at least 10 films made in Spain 
by Mexican producers in attempt 
to free their blocked pesetas. Al- 
though Mex film-makers, he said, 


have been paying 350.000 pesetas | 
for import permits to bring about | 


Spanish distribution, the market 
there means a profit of anywhere 
from 600,000 to 1,500,000 pesetas. 





Brit. Ban on Legit Disks 
London, Jan. 25. 

Licenses for playing disks in 
legit theatres are not being re- 
newed. This decision was taken 
Friday (21) by Phonographic Per- 
formance, Ltd., and will come into 
effect as and when individual copy- 
right licenses fall due for renewal. 

Possibility of ban extending to 
picture theatres hasn’t been dis- 
cussed and Brian Bramall, director 
of Phonographic Performance, said | 
such a move would be imprac- 
ticable. 

Agreement on imposition of the 
ban has been reached with all the 
major recording companies and it’s 
believed that this will lead to wider 
use of live orchestras, particularly 
in the West End of London. 


‘discounts, in 1948, from its own 








Grammatica, | 


The | 


if ¥ | bank, the Banco Nacional Cinema- | 

London’s $4,000,000 Nat’l | tografico. Bank is prepared to Newsreels Film Canada 
finance the production of 30 pix, 

said its prez, ead 


Theatre Idea Faces Delay this year, 


London, Feb. 1. | Serra Rojas. Ottawa, Feb. 1. 
Felipe Mier and Oscar J. Brooks, | 


eae a WE wes rece &: both ex-WB chiefs here, will make | For the first time in Canadian 
troduced in the House of Com- 16 and counting the output of in-| history, an opening of a new 
mons calling for a national theatre | dies, Mexican pic production this | session of Parliament was filmed 
to be built at a cost of $4,000,000, | year is seen as between 70 and 80. | by newsreels here last week (26). 
it’s expected that construction of It was 82 last year. | Heretofore, only a single stills 


traditionally from Na- 





the building will be delayed for at | camera, 
least several years due to the ; ‘tional Film Board, has covered 
shortage of — _ —e Lourenco Marques Radio | the opening, and use of flash bulbs 
priorities. Meanwhile, however, Bi . ' was prohibited. 
iz Good Despite Effect | — 
| But this time 


watts 
allow 


20,000 
° powered the floodlights to 

Of 5. Africa Import Ban NFB and Associated Screen News 
Johannesburg, Jan. 25. |cameras to pick up, in sync- 
Restrictions on imports into | sound, the ceremonies attending 
South Africa have recently been the session teeoff in both the Com- 
imposed, resulting in the banning|™ons and Senate. Footage was 























Sweet College Life 


Bombay, Jan. 18. 








architects have been assigned to 
draw up plans. 
As outlined by Glenvill Hall, fi- 
nancial secretary to the Treasury | 
and sponsor of the measure, the | 
bill provides for two theatres to 
be erected on the south bank of 
the Thames. One house would be 
of 1,200 seats while the other as ; firm: d will be used as well on 
a reduction to 50% of the 1947) firms and will be us 

would hold about 500. | figure of all imports from hard television in U. S. and United 
currency countries such as the Kingdom. 
U. S. This import control has | 

UA Sets Far vege ae co advertising, but ; 
\its effec as been more severe 
lon newspaper budgets than on Poland S All-Out 

e 6 Lourenco Marques, Portuguese 
| commercial radio station. 
East Distrib Latter has had two or three can- | os ‘ 

'cellations, such as Camel cigarets | rive or 3 S 

United Artists, continuing its) and Camay soap, both of which | 
move toward giving up its own of- pom co ger oe geese | Washington, Feb. 1. 
fices abroad and turning over films g¢ the conclusion of its contract Poland is preparing an all-out 
to licensed local distributors, has for Box 13, as also is General Elec- drive to step up that country’s mo- 
completed an arrangement with ue. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet man- a tgs gag pent oe 

; hie ufacture locally several of the Pian for Film Folski has been de- 
Kent Modi, arian ana manag-' products hitherto imported from Cided upon to run from 1950 
ing director of Western Indian the ctates. Slack has been taken through 1955, reports Nathan D. 
Theatres, Ltd., whereby the latter up by bookings from other firms. | Golden, chief of the motion 
assumes distribution for UA in| Bookings taken by Lourenco dur-|ture-photographic branch of the 
‘India, Burma, Ceylon and Pakis- |i the past few months include - oe Sere. FIER 

the following: Coca-Cola, Sunday, | Calls for: 
tan. 6:45 to 7 p.m., with “Pleasure Pa- 1. Erection of 1,000 theatres. 

Deal was finalized by UA for- rade,” an American transcription; 2. Launching of 3,000 mobile 
eign chief Arthur W. Kelly before Royal Baking Powder, Tuesday, 9 film units. 
he and Modi sailed for Britain last he 9:30 ates PY, encspatatec! Open supine’ thee . — ee 

nada vm ‘es House;” Alka-Seltzer, series 0 sectors, 1U, slient projectors 

week. UA personnel, Offices and gaily spot announcements: Ever- and 10,000 slide projectors for edu- 
equipment in that territory will be sharp Schick Razor, Saturday, 5:45 Cational purposes. 

taken over by Modi while the to 6 p.m. 4. Production of 25 films a year, 

American company will maintain a , ge Bourjois, Wednesday, 8 to “e chen sad ee ae 

1p i ues , a .m., “Evening in Paris,” a 9. Construction of a Polish film 

— BOmbay to keep tabs on maven of ceadon production; City at Moczydlo, near Warsaw. 

the operation. Ford Dealers of South Africa, Fri-| The nation is currently negotiat- 

Kelly said the agreement is day, 8 to 8:30 p.m., with the “Ford ing the exchange of pix with 
doubly advantageous due to oper- .Wishing Well,” a locally produced Britain, France, Hungary, Nether- 
ational Savings and reduced taxes show; Vacuum Oil, Sunday, 9:30 lands, Sweden and Norway. Po- 
along with the fact that Modi’s or- to 10 p.r., with “Take Another land currently has 546 film the- 
ganization operates a number of Guess,” a locally produced quiz atres and 170 mobile units. 
first run houses which will give UA show; Max Factor, Monday, 6:45 | 
are SS playing agent a to 7 p.m., with “The Melody Man,” 
addition, Modi has modern studio a _ locall roduced show; Leve 
ve gral eo will permit dub-. Bros., Taselay, 8 to 8:30 acai. wah PORTUGAL EASES BAR 
bing in local dialects thus afford- “Old Time Music Hall,” an Austra- | 
ing UA films easier access to some lian transcription; Hind’s, coe | ON FOREIGN AC 
2,000 Indian houses which princi- pation in Julie Glen’s program, | ‘ 
pally book native pix. “For Women Only;” Pilot Radio, | Lisbon, Jan. 18. 

Arrangements with Modi some- Sunday, 9:30 to 9:45 a.m., with. Proportion between national 
what parallels a similar distribu- “Send Me a Letter,” a locally pro- = foreign artists in variety 
tional setup UA has in Italy with duced show. i; ows and circuses in Portugal has 
|Ferrucio Caramelli’s Artisti Asso- In addition to the above, Colgate- een established at one national 
ciati. UA product is handled Palmolive-Peet has booked 1,248 turn for four foreign ones, by a 
there on a percentage basis. Idea 100-word spot announcements for oe published recently by the 
_behind using iocal release outlets various of its products. SvECREnERS. 
be op it is believed the native dis- | r The ee ~ persons in each 
'tribs can release imports on a more : | urn is unlimited. The national 
| economical basis than an American Sweden Nixed 6 US. Pix In turn must receive from the man- 
/company could through an office » ‘ » ager the same fee given to a for- 
‘of its own. In the Italian area. 48; Bombay Bars Carmen eign artist of the same category. 
however, UA has its own rep, Bud | |The decree is particularly useful 
Ornstein, to oversee operations. Stockholm, Jan. 18. _ to impresarios of the Colisseus of 

Nine films were banned in 1948 Lisbon and Oporto, who found 
by the Swedish censor, these being | 8"€4t difficulty in organizing their 
PORTUGUESE ROYALTIES six American pix and three British. Seulak daaten, eblak nemaae 
List comprises “Out of the Past” | proporti i 
SET AT 107 MINIMUM (RKO), “Coroner Creek” (Col), treo Farolan st a a aa o 
/o “Street With No Name” (20th), “ : lle onal 
oe Rigg ag ! o Name th), “I, great number of artists from all 
eclicne aibiad ' ps 5. Walk Alone” (Par), “The Gangster” | 0Ver Europe are working in Por- 
royalties in Portuguese (44), “Snake Pit” (20th), ‘They , ¥8al and Spain. 
theatres since January have been 4,. ee ‘ 
“ed Made Me a Fugitive” (Br.), “Love 
fixed at a minimum of 10% of b.o. from a Stranger” (Br.) and “N 
takings. This can be augmented Orchids for Miss Blandish” (Br.). 8 
by private agreement between au- Of the banned films, “Street with | 
thor and manager. Plays and mu- 4 Name,” “Walk Alone” and | 
sicals running since 1948 and) .5ake Pit” were later approved | censorship vagaries is 
agreements signed in 1948 to be [0% exhibition, following deletion | by the Hindi film, “Juguu.” This 
fulfilled in the 1948-49 season, will Of Objectionable footage. ' 
receive royalties on the basis of Pr€e™m of “Pit” was held recently | Bombay July, 1947. 
the old agreement, which gave a at the Park cinema. | was allowed to run in Bombav for 
fixed small daily amount to the the whole of that year and part of 
ier. whatever the takings. —. —_ Sexy 1948. 

Foreign authors will especially | _, -pombay, Jan. 18. | On i ints 
gain from the new sereapemett, Columbia's Rita Hayworth star- | that Fong «agen i ee ee 
as they will be able, through the Te": “The Loves of Carmen,” is far | trayal of college life, the Cen. 
Portuguese Society of Authors, to ‘°° Sexy for this city’s filmgoers, | sor Board view hie eaten 

: oard viewed the picture again 

check b.o. takings. tamed to the ne Board of and suggested certain changes 
Censors, whic as banned After some month ini in 

the. picture. . 7 rear S, a minister in 

Under minimum basic contract terndown ts 20tn-Fox ee ge oi bey oy Amy may 
of the Dramatists Guild, U. S. in Ermine,” costarri ; Be yl the ice cture. On his orders, 
standard royalties for a straight Grable and Douglas Fairb “4 trom maure had to be withdrawn 
Show are 5% for the first $5,000; Latter pic allegedly has a la “ " pon Serhennee sad But on again 
742% for second $5,000, and 10% tone and makes a sham of th tant \ef cate a cas se sechecting 
for all over $10,000. For musicals tity of marriage. Both im ae tae 4 certain portions. This raises 
it’s a total of 6% to author, lyricist viously had been sereened iy Cal- file, point khere as to how free a 
and composer. \cutta and Madras. cea beim, would be even though it has 
; « been censored and okayed. 


Parliament for lst Time 


of certain products entirely and|Tushed to ull New York newsreel | 


pic- | 


An interesting case illustrating | 


Local | picture was passed by censor in| 
The picture 


Frankfurt, Jan. 20. 


| Despite an_ enthusiastic press 
campaign and valiant efforts of 
Hessian film interests, Frankfurt’s 
first postwar International Film 
Ball proved an almost complete 
flop. Althought advance publicity 
had stars from five nations as wel] 
as all major luminaries from Ger. 
man films slated to attend, the bal) 
staged Jan. 15 in Frankfurt’s big 
Palmgarten, proved to be a cross 
between a Hollywood tourist trap 
and the annual dance of the Lower 
Hesse Kraut Club. 

Instead of bevies of glittering 
stars, one recognized German film 
luminary, Victor De Kowa, attend- 
ed. Since he was scheduled to 
speak he couldn’t very well stay 
away. The only other visitor who 
attracted the more than 50 camera. 

/'men attending was Dora Paulson, 
| Danish opera singer. 
French film stars stayed away in 
| droves. The British Zone’s contri- 
| bution to Frankfurt’s bid for the 
|honor of being Germany's film 
|center appeared to be announce- 
|ment of a film ball for Hamburg 
| (British Zone) next week. To cap 
| the situation as far as British film 
|interests went someone on the com- 
mittee apparently slipped, with the 
result that the luminaries of the 
film colony at Dusseldorf weren't 
even invited. And if the foreign 
film folks spurned Frankfurt’s bid 
so did the Munich-Gasteilstag pro- 
ducers, the most important 
ment of the industry in the U. S. 
Zone. Some distributors from Ber- 
lin and Munich were on hand but 
none of the stars of German films 

It wasn’t a monetary flop how- 
ever, since the advance publicity 
| pretty well sold out the accommo- 
| dations at 30 marks a head. Profits 
of the affair, if any, were to be 
divided between a fund for re- 
habilitating Frankfurt’s bombed- 
out opera houses and a welfare 
fund for the film union. 


SEU< 
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Turkey Cutting Into 
Egyptian Attempts At 
Arabic Pix Monopoly 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
The Egyptian effort to secure a 
stranglehold on much of the film 
market “of the Arabic world ap- 
pears to have broken down badly, 
; reports Nathan D. Golden, chief of 
the motion  picture-photographic 
branch of the U. S, Dept. of Com- 
, merce. 
Egypt was trying to protect the 
| Arabic speaking market for its own 
pictures, but now there is word 
‘from Turkey that European films 
will be dubbed in Arabic there 
and that outlets have been ob- 
tained in Lebanon and Iraq for 
these pix. In addition, the Turks 
recently cut the admissions tax on 
| Turkish pictures to 25°, as against 
/70% for all foreign films. This 
weakens the competitive position 
of Egyptian pictures. Turkish 
censors have recently nixed a num- 
ber of Egyptian pictures after the 
| films had received preliminary ap- 
proval and had been dubbed. 
Egyptian producers are raising the 
roof over these instances. 
To make matters worse, Egyptian 
production continues depressed. 
Films are now being produced at 
an annual rate of only 25, far be- 
low the goals which the Egyptians 
were shooting for a year or two 
back. There is some hope that 
-eolor may bail out the industry. 
First feature film is to be started 
‘shortly. It is felt that such a pic- 
_ture will be assured of success. 


Pix Invade Jap Palace 


Tokyo, Jan. 22. 

Toho Motion Picture and The- 
_atrical Co. is planning both a stage 
and screen version of the recent 
popular novel “Tenno” (Em- 
peror”), which deals with the late 
‘Emperor Taisho, father of the 
present Nipponese ruler. Theme 
| of the novel is considered a daring 
| Postwar innovation, since popular 
discussion of the Emperor has al- 
ways been taboo in Japan. 

Apparently, however, Toho 
| hasn’t quite thrown off the old 1n- 
hibitions. Firm announced that 
‘while the Empress and the young 
Prince Yamagata will be portrayed 
‘on the stage and screen, “the 
Tenno himself will not make his 
| appearance.” 
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| “Will send ticket- 
















“Solid B. O. smash! 1 “A punchy laugh- ‘Bound to shake loose 
Bubbles with good hu- j getter! Rates a hand- buyers into gales of a sizeable amount of 
mor and bristles with some run through all laughter. First comedy | b.o. dollars! It has no 
laughs! Wonderful | | situations! Word-of- of the new year of im- i aim other than to en- 
lines, running gags i mouth possibilities are portant stature.” tertain and succeeds 
and sustained hilarity!” 4 excellent.” FILM DAILY mightily!’ 
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NEW YORK 


cus 
drive-in from Ochs. 


| Woods of Warners as exchange 
| chairman for national Brotherhood 


| Week. 
OW - J) Alfred G. Parker, 21-year-old | 
| theatre_manager here, held for in- 
‘vestigation by police, charged 
‘with turning in 20 false alarms in 


the last two months. 





also acquired Terre Haute. 














Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Biggest smash Pittsburgh has had in years is a series of Sunday night 
showings of old silent hits at Carnegie Music Hall under auspices of 
Carnegie Institute. First three Sundays more than 1,000 were turned 
away each time, forcing sponsors to add Saturdays as well. Saturdays 
however, tickets are being sold on a subscription basis while the Sunday 








William C. Hames, special sales Ww. C. Haymes, formerly with UA 
assistant to Fred M. Jack, United jn Atlanta, succeeds Elmer Don-| 
Artists’ western general sales man- nelly as branch manager here. Don- 
ager, named UA’s_ Indianapolis nelly has gone to sales staff. 
branch head; replaces E. V. Don- Al Chew. ex-booker at UA, 
nelly, moved elsewhere. _. shifted to RKO in same .capacity, 

Edward L. Walton, Republic's replacing John Keller, resigned. 
assistant general sales manager, to James Flaherty, formerly with 
Denver, where he begins tour of ,A jin Minneapolis, replaced Mor- 
company’s western branchese ton Kramer in Columbia sales or- 


; —™ ganization here. Kramer transfer- 
PHILADELPHIA red by Col to Chicago. 

Big talk along local Film Row | Foster baa OI ne 
are ic yi if 4 snari < =e aes . . c 
a vo ee oo nie man for National Brotherhood 
Keith's. Goldman’s long litigation re ae ee 

was responsible for throwing films toa are : 

here into competitive arte rte Jack Dowd, formerly Selznick 

— a “ ——, ‘a oe branch manager, joined Eagle Lion 
ned ‘ — — sales staff. 

second-run into a ete. eee Clyde Neihamer acquired Star 

Vv wen Eat ss * a ies theatre, Geneva, from Walter Ward. 
ariety ub, name cal chair- 

man in charge of preem for “Bad 


Boy.”’ ST. LOUIS 
The theatre chains here took up = w. . (Bill) Hoffman, owner of 
lobby collections for the March of amar, “Arthur, Ill., subbed for 
Dimes. About 150 indie houses prexy Henry Holloway at meeting 
permitted the auditorium collec- of Mid Central Allied Independent 
tions this year. Theatre Owners at Springfield, III. 
Philadelphia city treasurer re- Holloway is recovering from 
ported last week that amusement wrenched back. 
taxes for 1948 amounted to $4,317-, Heating plant at Elks theatre, 
526 about $130,000 less than 1947. Olney, Ill., failed during recent 
State Superior Court upheld a cold wave and house was shuttered 
Montgomery County court decision several days until repairs were 
outlawing the Borough of Potts- made. 
town’s amusement license fee. Fred M. Joseph, general counsel 


of St. Louis Amus. Co., is seeking 
BOSTON 


Democratic nomination for mayor 
A motion to ban all films 


here but may be disqualified be- 
in cause he lives in adjoining St. 
which Rita Hayworth appears was Louis County. 

made at a city council meeting by New twist to give-away gimmick 
Councilor Vincent Shanley of to hypo biz at seven of Fred Weh- 
Brigthon who requested Mayor renberg’s indie theatres here and 
Curley to suspend the rules so St. Louis county was unearthed 
motion could be passed at once.; when William Beckley, manager of 
Referred to committee on public Savoy, Ferguson, made deai for 
safety. seven TV sets to be given away in 
Joe Mathieu, Mathieu circuit, to cuffo drawing. In return for tele- 
Vero Beach Florida for two weeks vision sets, theatres ran ad trailers 

of golfing. for distributor of TV. 


Louis Gordon, Lockwood & Gor- ———_—_—— 
KANSAS CITY 





don circuit, and his wife on a 
month’s cruise to Guatemala. 


Seymour Huntington, former , Dickinson Operating Co. added 
manager at Olympia Cambridge. ‘Wo new houses to its, string of 
about 30 in western Missouri and 


named manager of Norwood and 
Guild, Norwood, operated by Giles 
circuit, replacing Francis Cronin, 
resigned. 

Harry Lavidor, former manager 


eastern Kansas. 

Anderson, Mo., 

Granby, Mo. 
Harold Hume, Fox Midwest city 


Bought the Lyric, 
and Mathis, 


‘ apes 9 . ~, district booker, in a auto crash 
Mirela miateeing ‘ireetcr “ot, But, came out unscathed. © 
2 Mrs. Ernest Block, of ° Civic, 


Thompson Square and Hollywood, 
both in Charlestown. John Bulmer 
replaces him, coming from Bijou, 
Springfield. 

Arthur Howard, head of Affili- 
ated Theatres, appointed Joseph 
Hochberg as head booker, super- 
vising three bookers and handling 
larger circuit accounts. 

Annual meeting for election of 
officers for Independent Exhibi- 
tors, Inc., of New England, set for 
Feb. 8 at Athens Olympia cafe. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Y. and W. has taken over Muncie 
drive-in from Herb Ochs, Cleve- 
land. Group headed by Mare Wolf, 
Ted Mendelssohn and Manny 


Sabetha, Kans., in hospital as result 
of an accident Christmas eve. She 
was struck by a passing car while 
walking on the highway. 

Arnold Gould, city manager of 
Durwood theatres, Jefferson City, 
Mo., chairmanned committee on 
decorations at Inaugural of Gov- 
ernor Forrest Smith. 

World preem of “I Shot Jesse 
James” 
Midwest circuit, here Feb. 24. 
Robert Preston and Barbara Brit- 
ton, leads in the film, are sched- 
_uled to come in for personal 
appearances. The K. C. preem 
will be followed with openings in 
the nearby territory on successive 
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DETROIT 


BKR Theatre Corp., of Michigan, 
acquired 20-year lease on Franklin. 
Liberty and Madison in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., from Willer and 
Boshoven, who operate the houses. 

Joseph Busic, who handled deal 
for BKR, will resign as district 
supervisor for United Detroit to be 
general manager of three spots. 

Saul Korman, circuit owner, is 
working out a policy for operating 
larger houses catering to Negro 
trade exclusively. He is turning 
over the Carver, Chic and Pix here 
to his brother, Dave Korman, and 
the Lenox in Highland Park to 
Morris and Bessie Melnick. 

Art Leazenby resigned as man- 


\ 


| 
| 






sili 


MUTT YT 


On the Octan.... MIAMI BEACH 
ZX Direction: James J. Carrell - + MY. Office: Vanderbilt &- 


13"4 
TET LT 


- 








p -—. 








Now Specializing 
MLAS LSD 1%, Resreshment 
from Coast to Coast Service for 

Ov 1 e 

over ‘4 aust DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


SPORTSERVICE, Inc. 24cons BROS. 
LHURST BLDG — BUFFALO. N.Y. 








OUTDOOR 


REFRESHMEN 
s J for five years. He became man- 


ager for Eagle Lion here. 

Ray Suckling elected president 
of IATSE, Local 735. 

Earl Hudson of United Detroit 
and Joseph P. Uvick of Allied the- 
atres of Michigan, will serve as ex-} 
hibitor co-chairmen with Don 




















HELLO JOE: 


Did you read in last week's Variety the fantastic 
explanation of how Jan August achieves his 
piano magic? 


AL 











set for Esquire, of Fox) 


ager of Cinema where he has been 


800G in Escow 


Continued from page} 

















the payments, based on a pro rata 
of French billings by the eight 
companies. UA, Par, WB and 20th 
had more than enough. 

The overage companies wanted | 
the underage companies to permit 
them to bring coin here in excess 
of their pro rata share on the 
billings _ basis. Otherwise, the 
money would be lost completely 
to the American industry and be 
left to the French government. 

The underage companies didn’t 
object to that. However, if the 
coin was to be brought in by the 
overage companies, they wanted to 
share in it when it arrived to the 
extent that their billings in France 
would entitle them. Overage com- 
panies nix that, pointing out that 
the reason the others did not have 
a sufficient amount of frozen 
frances on hand was that they had 
used them up for production, for 
paying traveling expenses of execs 
and other purposes. They claimed 
that the underage companies had, 


in effect, already received their 
share. 
| With Hays as arbitrator, M-G, 


Col, RKO and U al! submitted the 
same brief. Par, WB and UA each 
submitted a separate one. Twen- 
tieth submitted none, stating it was 
not convinced of the merits of the 
case, but if the overage companies 
won, it wanted to participate in the 
winnings. 

The $800,000 now in escrow 
represents the first two of 16 quar- 
terly payments to be made over a 

| four-year period starting last June. 











British Crisis 


Continued from page 7 

















Sir Stafford Cripps. Rank achieved 
a virtual promise of labor support 
after he had admitted his own fi- 
|mancial difficulties. His current 
stake in production stands at 
around $50,000,000 and that’s his 
limit. Finance generally has_ be- 
come much tighter and new econ- 
omies must be effected if stability 
is to be achieved. 

Upshot of this development is 
that studio budgets are being 
slashed, as far as possible motion 
pictures will be made with the 
new Independent Frame technique 
and aim is to keep costs of in- 
dividual pix around $400,000 so as 
to give them a chance of recouping 
the initial outlay in the home 
market. 

Any likelihood of an extension 
in production by the Rank Organ- 
ization can now be discounted and 
the chances are that the original 
total of 40 in a year may be cut 
by three or four. 


Quota Percentage Problem 


Big question mark at the present 
time is what effect this produc- 
tion slump is having on Board of 
‘Trade planners who are now be- 
| ginning to think of the quota per- 
centage for the second year of the 
Films Act. Admittedly, the 45% 
quota has failed to stimulate studio 
_activity and has not brought easy 
finance into the industry. It will 
now be necessary, therefore, for 
government experts to make up 
their minds whether a_ higher 


quota is the way to salvation or ' 


whether to admit that even 45% is 
the limit for some time to come. 


Par Stickler 


Continued from page 5 ==" 


the question’ comes up again. 
Meanwhile, negotiators wended 
their way ti Washington Monday 
(31) for a new session of dickerings 
with the Government which lasted 
through yesterday (Tues.). A 
tentative agreement had _ been 














_reached last week, it was learned, 
_but new D of J jokers set back the 


deal once more. 


Some 50 wholly-owned theatres 
are said to be affected by the 
wrangle over drive-ins. Par is 
maintaining that the open-air 
flickeries are competitive both in 
obtaining product and in bidding 
for public patronage. Government, 
on the other hand, wants them 
treated in class by themselves, 
arguing that they have been so 
dealt with by distribs. 7 


showings are free to the public. 


Series, which started early in January, will close end of March but 
reception here has been so big that arrangements are now being made 


to extend the season to six months next year. 


Programs are being 


handled by James Lindsay, formerly publicity mam for Harris Amus, 
Co., and now connected with the Institute, and the oldtime piano playing 
for the silents is done by Jack Kahn, assistant advertising chief for WR 


in Pittsburgh zone and ex-UA road 


exploitation man. 





Producers on an indie lot were ordered to clear all advertising tie. 
ups with the front office before publication. Squawks had been com. 


ing in from exchanges and exhibit 


ors about film ads hooked up with 


commergial products, such as soft drinks, breakfast foods, automobiles, 


cigarets and whatnot. 














| UAShuffle 


ontinued from page 3 





Eisenhower 


us continued from page 2 —— 











rather than chasing between the 
owners. 

Possibility that an effort would 
be made by Miss Pickford to float 
a public stock issue to buy out 
Chaplin and provide working capi- 
tal was denied Monday (31) by Sir 
William Wiseman, of Kuhn, Loeb 


& Co., N. Y. Sir William told 
VARIETY that such an issue was 
wholly unlikely at this time. He 


has served as Miss Pickford’s per- 
sonal financial adviser for some 
time and is acting in that capacity 
in regard to present negotiations. 

It is thought that Miss Pickford 
will make a tremendous effort to 
make the option she now holds 
from Chaplin mean something in 
shifting ownership of the company. 
She would well be able to raise the 
coin from her own assets to buy 
out Chaplin herself, if she so de- 
sires, it was said. Acquisition of 
ownership is only the first step in 
solution of the company’s prob- 
lems, however. Second is that an 
additional fund of $2,000,000 or 
more must be raised for working 
capital. This is. required to finance 
indie producers so that UA may 
have product to distribute. 


Board members are of the opin- 
ion that this fund could be raised 
under present ownership if Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin would re- 
linquish their operating control 
and prerogatives in the company 
by setting up a voting trust. Gen- 
eral opinion is that that is what 
will eventually happen, and present 
moves are merely delaying that 
eventuality. No one wants to put 
up coin without control. Among 
the sources that might develop is 


the deal by the Nassour brothers | 


with Huntington Hartford, A&P 
Stores heir, to establish a $5,000.- 


000 revolving production fund with | 


Nassour studios as security. 

UA’s management and directors 
were taken as much aback as the 
rest of the industry in the sudden 


disclosure last week of the ex-| 
change of options between the two | 
men-| 
tioned at the huddle the manage- | 


owners. Subject was not 
ment and a special directors’ com- 
mittee held with Miss Pickford and 
Chaplin in Hollywood two weeks 


ago, nor at the special board meet- | 


ing in New York last week. Their 
only information to date, as a mat- 
ter of fact, is via informal reports. 











Canadian Prod. 


Continued from page 7 





bring back only $75,000. 
of the Renaissance outfit to gauge 
its market potential, is ascribed to 


the inexperience of the church or-. 


ganizations now in control of the 
outfit. 


Recurrent reports, meantime, 
that the Canadian government is 


preparing to slap a quota on Amer- 
ican films in order to save its dol- 


lar supply have proved unfounded. | 


Inquiries by U. S. motion picture 
reps from Canadian officials have 
produced assurances that no step 
of this type is in the works. Canadi- 
an government, according to au- 
thoritative spokesmen, plan to con- 
tinue their amicable trade relations 
with the U. S. 


Trade circles in Canada surmise 


that the Canadian quota rumors |: 


originated in the offices of J. Ar- 


thur Rank, British producer who | 
also controls the Odeon circuit in| 


Canada. It’s believed that Rank 
would stand to gain most from any 
quota since more playing time 
would be accorded to his British 
films. The Odeon circuit. more- 
over, would improve its competi- 
tive postion against American- 


dened chains in, Canadas” ~ 


Inability | , 





problem of competition® between 
exhibitors and TV. 

Deal has been in the works for 
more than six months but was held 
up for various undisclosed reasons. 
Delay, it is believed, will prove 
beneficial to all concerned, since 
the shorts will now be able to take 
advantage of the publicity given 
the book during that time. With 
MOT producing the documentaries 
through 20th for ABC, it marks 
the first time one of the major film 
companies has actually engaged in 
producing films especially for tele. 

Series will cover World War II 
along the outlines of Gen. Ejisen- 
hower’s book, with footage show- 
ing such world figures as_ the 
Jate President Roosevelt, Winston 
Churchill, Joseph Stalin, Charles 
de Gaulle and others. Film will 
come from official Government 
sources, captured enemy film and 
new footage to be shot especially 
for the series. Two of the shorts 
have already been finished, with 
editing, scoring and synchroniza- 
tion now being wound up on the 
others in preparation for an early 
March teeoff over ABC-TV. 

Arthur B. Tourtellot is to super- 
vise the productions and will have 
a staff of MOT writers, editors and 
technicians assigned especially to 
the project. 











New York Theatres | 

















or ARC fe} 
toring INGRID “Ste” 


BERGMAN 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR : CAST OF THOUSANDS 







with JOSE FERRER « FRANCIS L SULLIVAN +} CARROL NAISH + WARD BOND 
SHEPPERD STRUDWICK « HURD HATFIELD « GENE LOCKHART + JOHN EMERY 
GEORGE COULOURIS + JOHN IRELAND end CECIL RELLAWAY 
beted upon the stege play Joan of Lorraine MAXWELL ANDERSON 
sereen play by MAXWELL ANDERSON end ANDREW SOLT + ort drecton 
RICHARD DAY «+ director of photography 


Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed 


Presented by SIERRA PICTURES, inc + relecred 1k, RADIO PICTURES 


13th WEEK ! Aaa 
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| PHYLLIS MELVYN * 

_ CALVERT- DOUGLAS 
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Gregory Peck Richard Widmark Anne Baxter 


“YELLOW SKY” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


DANNY KAYE 
bt ROX ogee 


Ts -—--- 


ON STAGE 











RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL —— 
Rockefeller . Center 


Jeanne CRAIN - Linda DARNELL 
Ana SOTHERN 


= ALETER 10 THREE WIVES 


” 

Kirk Dauglas - Paul Douglas - Jeffrey Lynn 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 

SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 


the Snake Pit 
Produced by 


Directed by 
AMATOLE LITVAK + AMATOLE LITER & ROBERT BASSLER <.——— 
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Wednesday, February 2, 1949 


| (HECK TE TOP SHOWMEN 
IN THESE TOP THEATRES 


_ 





RIGHT ACROSS 


Allen. . . Cleveland 
Vendome . Nashville 
Orpheum . . Phoenix 
Majestic . . . Dallas 
Orpheum. N.Orleans 
State ..... Austin 


Ellanay .... El Paso 
Worth . .. Ft. Worth 





and at the CAPITOL, BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 
GLENN WILLIAM 





THE COUNTRY 


Majestic . . . Houston 
Majestic.San Antonio 
Embassy . Johnstown 
Rialto. ..... Boise 
Empire. . . Fall River 
Palace . . Huntington 
Palace... .. Akron 
Fox. .... St. Louis 


FORD - HOLDEN 


the Man 





from Colorado 


vm ELLEN DREW 


RAY EDGAR JEROME 


JAMES 


COLLINS - BUCHANAN - COURTLAND - MILLICAN 


Screenplay by Robert D. Andrews and Ben Maddow 
Directed by HENRY LEVIN - Produced by JULES SCHERMER < 
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To the Victor Belongs the Spoils 


Hollywood, Feb. 1 

Jules C. Stein, board chairman of Music Corp. of America ‘in 
reviewing CBS board chairman William S. Paley’s maneuvers 
against NBC, stresses how the momentum of a situation can snow. 
ball an operation from but a few key, moves into gargantuan pro- 
portions. 

The hullabaloo attendant to CBS buying certain assets of talent’s 
corporations pyramided almost beyond the true worth of the in- 
vestments. The subsequent moves, such as Edgar Bergen, Req 
Skelton, Ozzie and Harriet, and any others that may follow, were 
gratis. The sponsors—Bergen via a completely new Coca-Cola 
underwriting—merely decided to shift from one network to an- 


RADIO 


New ‘Network’ of 116 Stations Set 
For Transcribed Open-End Shows 


Formation of a new “network,” 


the Transcription Broadcasting | 

System, is being announced today | WLS Grabs Off Atcher 

(2) by Ray Green, president of : 

Kermit-Raymond Corp. Operations _ Chicago, 5 te 

will start Feb. 15. TBS has already |. Bob Atcher’s debut on ational 
Barn Dance last week (30) was the 


signed up 116 member stations | 4 ae 
which will receive a complete net- | second major acquisition of WLS 





























? : in a week. : 4 , : : 
work service of transcribed open- " er : | other. It is no secret that Pabst s Eddie Cantor, given a good haif- 
end shows. Basic features of the ee ee ee ee hour, se mys pred ag ny any monetary inducement 
net are: ce = from Paley; and that includes others. 

(1) Five shows will be delivered pact previous week. Stein and Paley both accent that the over-usage of the term 
immediately to members—‘“Holly- “capital gain” has an invidious connotation because of the manner 


wood’s Open House,” “Robbins’ | NATIONAL SALES MANAGER in which the lay press rephrases information, particularly as culled 

Nest,” “It's,a Great Show,” “Any- from VaRIETY. Its usage in the trade press is a colloquialism, and 

thing for Laughs” and “Radio CBS Trump Card LEE FONDREN | either makes mention of the fact this type of sale of assets is com- 
| Fondren is continuing the bang-| mon with every other business—and of course is so recognized by | 


Theatre of Famous Classics.” 1 
up job for KLZ’s national ac-| the Treasury Dept.—or, as in the case, of, say a $1,000,000 income 








(2) The shows provide 8°%4 hours | rs 4 : : 
weekly of balanced programming, | d counts that made him widely by Louis B. Mayer, the trade knows that over $800,000 thereof 
including six hours of disk jockey ums ul pa e known in agency-sponsor circles; goes to Uncle Sam. Stock profits when the stock is held six months 
shows, a half-hour Hollywood show, | for seven years as KLZ’s promo- likewise fall within that 25% capital gain category, etc. 

a half-hour of radio drama, five; When Coca-Cola moves Edgar “°" and merchandising manager. | CBS’ purchase of Jack Benny's Amusement Enterprises, Inc, 
quarter-hours of variety-comedy | , stn Gunter ot 8 on COS in KLZ, Denver | includes the buy-out of over 100 specific assets. They do not, in- 
and six five-minute comedy  P©8e” Into sunday a nage ames | clude Benny’s personal services. Benny’s $10,000 a week salary 
stanzas. | the fall and yanks Wildroot’s “Sam COTES ge 9 | from American Tobacco is now no different with CBS than when 

(3) Total cost of shows and serv- Spade” from the time (a maneuver | N bl T A t So | his show was on NBC. His taxes will be the same. The Government’s 

vices is the one-time Class A na-  j¢ tried to accomplish unsuccessful- | 0 e ih unofficial challenge of the sale of Amusement Enterprises, Inc., 


tional half-hour rate, or a weekly ly a couple months back) it will | | can only be tested when Benny makes his tax return, claims cer- 


minimum of $40. ; ; aan | | tain deducti te d in all normal tax claims he will 
‘ ass ; ‘ $ lumbia will | ° ain deductions, etc., and as e will be 
(4) TBS is establishing offices in | — peti oy ao ees | ik ABC Talk. assessed additionally, if the return is challenged, or he will appeal, 
New York, Detroit, Chi, Los An- D es The Government regularly makes tax refunds for overpayments, 


. i tomatic renewal clause. ] 
geles, Cleveland, Dallas and At- | a9 neties of cancellation of | In buying out Benny’s Amusement Enterprises, as an induce- 


Janta. These offices will make di- | the clause was served on agencies| ABC board chairman Edward J.,; ment to woo the comedian to its network, CBS acquired “Lucky 

a qenagor sa ee and clients a year ago, the latter|Noble denied vehemently this| Stiff,” a feature film costing $750,000 which United Artists has just 

— on behalf of all TBS outlets. | Vee given protection until the|week recurrent rumors. that the| released. It acquired a series of LaScala television shorts; the 
5) TBS will advertise in trade end of this season. Under the) network has been sold to 20th- option contracts on all the Benny talent, except the star; proper- 

papers, listing availabilities of jew agreement, all contracts are|Fox, with the statement that ties like the Benny summer replacement, “Let’s Talk Hollywood,” 

member stations. on a straight 52-week basis, with-| “there is absolutely nothing to it the Dennis Day, Jack Paar and kindred talent, apart from Mary 
7 Ree will be potied on out the automatic renewal at the whatsoever.” Noble maintained that Livingston, Phil Harris, Alice Faye, Don Wilson, et al. 


: a sg gp ie . end of each 13-week cycle. negotiations between him and 20th | The Freeman Gosden-Charles Correll (Amos ’n’ Andy) invest- 
7 Bes ew } “s office will serv- | CBS figured on just such an| prez Spyros P. Skouras are defi- ment ran to $2,000,000. Benny’s acquisition entailed almost $2,300,- 
ce stations with press and promo- emergency as the “Sam Spade” in-|nitely finished, adding that the 000. And the Bing Crosby deal entailed $1,000,000 for a 25% in- 


















































oe t of 500 stations | cident. Paley & Co. take the posi-| “network is not for sale.” vestment in Crosby Enterprises which includes his Paramount 

wnton: “*. a Me 2 stations ' tion that “Spade,” despite its favor- Despite a statement from Pictures deal and other assets. (Incidentally, the crooner’s tele- 
aa ae agey Ft 3 — of able rating, is blocking its new) Skouras more than a month ago vision potentiai for CBS is limited to live videocasting; Par cha- 
decid tor teaee ee wi i pint Sunday night comedy sequencing. to the effect that he and Noble had lenges kinescoped TV, on the theory this infringes on its film con- 
tage of TBS m sebeoren : ce | But Wildroot says “no dice’ and terminated negotiations when they tract. This may become a fine legal point, when the issue arises). 1 
re to Gre wn oe we a ie “| points to its contract protecting it found they couldn’t agree on the For under $5,000,000 investment Paley thus built up a potent 
he will “ a = ag «a ota for the balance of the season. purchase price for the web, re- talent roster for his network. The others automatically moved 1 
pong Rican occur ° uy U “! ra, | ports had persisted that the deal over on the theory this enhances program “circulation.” Stein 1 
ot » vate 60 low ‘that cate ani had been set. They were based agency acts for Benny and A&A as agents, and for Paley in the r 
. ¢ ? Mee | partially on the fact that ABC Crosby deal on a fee basis. In the latter instance, MCA has been C 
Soehue auasinalie cake’ cieamene CORWIN NIXING OFFER | prez Mark Woods and exec veepee dickering Crosby for three years. 
sett ’ a | | Robert E. Kintner had both sold a Stein recalls how “by the same token Guy Lombardo put us in F 

a : foe r <1 |considerable block of their personal e band business. is was in the pioneering period o A, c 
<OTBS officers are: president, Wil- | TO STAY FREELANC * - “¢ ae 7 és roy 0 ng nig ; ; * Aaa: 
liam J. McCambridge. senabiiedl of| After huddling with both NBC “— — - gee oe eae and with the Lombardo momentum the agency flourished. Pies a 
Press Wireless; executive  vee- and CBS, Norman Corwin intends ; ; 

y ee. ; oie | s, ~ been rumored that Howard Hughes, 
Fici; treasures, Thoodere.Goeens |t0 nix all offers and remain free-|now the principal stockholder of EARL EB] OUT OF RADIO | 
secretary, Howard Epstein: gener- lance. Corwin has leased his Coast | RKO, was interested in buying | rogram na YZer } 
al sales manager, Arthur Simon; | home to Paula Stone for a year to ABC, but again Noble made a FOR JWT VIDEO POST | . 
station relations director Stephen | ide in New York, worki his a Ce See ar the | : ’ 
Girard; ad director, David Finn: a Tr » Sclenk Saat “8S FCC last week in granting only, Major move was taken Monday | 
publicity director, William Ruder. —_ poy anne : ne salle bat temporary license renewals to | (30) by J. Walter Thompson agen- | ] e Owl 0 . 

Chi and SB scyecst +} duce and ‘scouting the radio-videO | paramount and DuMont for their |... ,; ; sale t 

1i and LA offices will be head- | picture. soi cy to integrate its Hollywood op- 
ed by Arthur Beckwith and Harold | , ns television stations because of ; rae : ° e < 
Lambert, respectively. Producti Failure to agree on subsidiary | Par’s inclusion in the Govern- ¢'ation into the television picture. | 7 ’ 
will he headed ter Geese with Fiel rights has been the chief stymie ment’s anti-trust suit against the It also marks the departure of an-| iH] le tation 1Zé . 
serving as associate producer Lil- | to Corwin pacting a new deal with major film companies in itself is other key ‘production man from | c 
lian Shoen is chief script writer |CBS. The desire to strike out in expected to prohibit a sale to any. dio into TV. Earl Ebi, who for P F : ] 
‘ scrip - | films, stage, AM and TV with un- of them. FCC indicated in last 22% into . Ear om w | rogram analysis has been cut 
. a " | restricted use of his vast backlog | week's ruling fhat it would hence- Years produced the Edgar Bergen | down to indie size by a new “Pro- 
Detroit Tigers Switch of material, plus anything new he forth take violations of the anti- show for JWT, has been named | grameter’” developed by Charles 
does, has cued his decision to trust act into consideration before to head the Coast TV operation | Hull Wolfe. BBD&O researcher 
To WJBK After 6 Years | freelance. approving TV station grants. for the agency. He leaves N. Y.) ales ‘ sahil | 
| ; ‘tonight (Wed.) for Hollywood, fol- and audience reaction specialist. 
For 28 St ti 0 tl t | lowing huddles with John Reber, WNEW, N. mis will start using the 
_ utet | H T s j o.0 . | JWT head of radio-tele; Stanley — = es My verte og them 
Deftoit, Feb. 1. | | dth 0 Reser, agency prez, and Cornwall |!irst independent station to have 

The greatest change in the his- ooper op all e pposi on _Jackson, Coast head of agency. a ho pie audience reaction study 
tory of Detroit sportscasting was | His will be a roving job, cover- | S€vUP. 
consummated Thursday (27) with (Jan. 30) ing the Chi and New York setup; Chief advantage of the Wolfe 
the announcement that all home Total Network #8 Well as Hollywood. machine is its small size and por- 4 
and away games of the Tiger base- | ; Sponsored Network Compe- tability, which means that it : 
ball team for the 1949 season will | Program Hooperating Competition ........ tition Coosn t ao special studio. \ 
be carried by WJBK, Detroit. An-| Jack Benny ........... 28.9 Horace Htidt ........ 9.6 17.7 . aa ae Se 7 
nouncement was made by Richard ac | registers its results automatically 0 
E. Jones, general manager of Lux Radio Theatre.... 28.6 Gabriel Heatter . 5.8 12.8 ‘and instantaneously, eliminating r 
WJBK and all of the Fort Industry | peer a Club... Bd | ;need for complex mathematical . t 

Co.’s Detroit operations oases | figuring. P 
co Telephone H , , 
N: p MP saan 5.9 P as conceived 
of west development in the feld| “3: eens 79 | um an MCT | uy. Woite a year and a halt sg0 V 
somewhat of a surprise to Detroit | Fibber & Molly ...... 26.9 Erwin D. Canham.... 2.2 10.0 | and took a year to build. It can 
agency and advertising execs, since | Johns-Manville ...... 2.8 | Lum and Abner will become a | handle 25 listeners at a time, each : 
the entire Tiger baseball series has | Walter Winchell ...... 26.8 Electric Theatre ..___ 8.2 20 CBS package if a deal now being | person having a “like” and a “‘dis- it 
been carried over another Detroit | Man. Merry-Go-Round 7.8 | negotiated by James Seward, net-| like” button. A control | panel ; 
station, WPLB, for the past | ae 23.8 We, the People....... 8.0 15.6 work veepee, is finalized. Under shows the number of “likes,” “dis- n 
years | Gabriel Heerter 2 y | the arrangement, the rustics would oe 9 and “indifferents’” at any i 
‘he major reshuffling places | ; ; woe ’ | be anchored for radio and televi- | instant. 
WJBK as key station of the doaiel | Godfrey’s Talent Scouts 22.1 ee cou, SOT ae S| 17.2 sion to CBS for seven years, with| In contrast to other audience re- C 
Baseball Network, over which the | va led ane seeee - 2.4 |chain giving them a guaranteed action testers who use electronic, N 
shel cat i tes te Volce of Firesione’--: 57 | "Shouid’the‘tease'ke dropped by} ‘Continued on page 34 : 
ons, F Sons , e dro yi 
largest of all baseball networks will | My Friend Irma....... 215 Arthur Gaeth - 18 11.6 its current sponsor, CBS would - 
blanket the entire state of Michi- | Contented Program .. 6.1 | Sustain them until another is TATUM TO DON LEE : 
gan and parts of neighboring’ Amos ’n’ Andy........ 20.1 Carnegie Hall ....., 2.6 22.7 found. There is no tax angle to | 2 
Siedes hat Canada. | Mayor of the Town __ 40 | the deal, being a straight takeover IN TOP EXEC POST 0 
os a. mais Detroit | Phil Harris-Alice Faye 16.1 | to — them to the net, which has ’ 
iger outfield star and American | Stop the Music (average) 20.0 Sam Spade ..... | ambitious TV plans for the back- Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
pega ie yp me tl = | Fred Allen ......... 13 20.2 woods characters. Don Tatum, attorney for radio 
Tiger games for ihe Encohoenn4 | People Are Funny..... 19.1 (No sponsored network compet’n) 10.1 | et a joins *’ —- _— 
a a ge Big Towp .....05..+... 17.7 Hit the Jackpot...... 11.1 ” umber ond salen 
ght y | American Forum’... 43 17° O'Mara Leaves ABC To | member and assistant seeretars. 
FLANAGAN’S CHI HUDDLE Dennis Day Hecke one eee 17.7 (No sponsored network compt’n) 15.5 | Head Hoo er on C t enseutive operations! duties as as 
Chicago, Feb. 1. Mr. District Attorney... 17.6 Groucho Marx ......., 13.0 19.2 | P 0 0aS sistant to Lewis Allen Weiss, pres! r 
T. F. Flanagan, managing di-| Harvest of Stars...... 46 | Hollywood, Feb. 1. |dent of Don Lee, and Willet : 
rector of National Assn. of Radio | ; Johns-Manville ...... 2.8 | __Jack O'Mara is leaving ABC) Brown, executive veepee. neal f 
Station Representatives, will closet Duffy’s Tavern ....... - 173 Milton Berle ..... «+» 10.4 20.4 Feb. 15 to become Coast manager He will resign his partnership 
with Chi members Thurs. (10) to County Fair ........- 61] ; for C. E. Hooper. No successor to| the law firm of Lillick, Geary & 
brief them on NARSR activities. | Gabriel Heatter ..... 5.7 his post as sales promotion man-| McHose, for which he handled le- 
Flanagan will guest at Chi Radio Crime Photographer ... 16.8 Jo Stafford . Can 3.1 17.5 | — aan prenr gal matters for NBC, ABC. Soul t 
Management Club tomorrow] Johns-Manville .. ; Jane Ridley continues as man-| ern California Broadcasters Ass®. 
‘Wed.). Se: ees . /ager of the Hooper Hollywood of-| and Academy of Television 
Sealtest Show ....... 10.4 | fie : 
. ce. and Sciences. 
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NBC ‘ECONOMICAL RADIO’ POLICY 


= NBC ance (RS Repr se CT ines Piles ‘NBC Runs Into More Talent Trouble 
NBC's new “Economical Radio” stance projected at last week's NEW ran PrPT With H ope, Gardner on Future Pacts 


SPAC (Station Planning Advisory Committee) meeting is regarded 
+ NBC ran into more talent trouble 


as more or less of a reprise of the three-year CBS programming 
operation that followed in the wake of William S. Paley’s return 

NBC is moving into a new era | ° 9 (last weekend when Ed Gardner 

and operational concept precipi- | Talent Ain’t All | (“Duffy’s Tavern”) and Bob Hope 








. 
. 














from the wars and before he took the capital-gains route to wrap 
up the Hooper stars. 
Thus in effect it’s a case where the two networks are reversing 





situations, with NBC now subscribing to the policy of developing tated by the loss of its stars to Here, in essence, is NBC’s_ | laid it on the line to prexy Niles 
moderately-budgeted shows that'll pay off on a per-dollar cost basis, (CBS. In terms of the network that philosophy in answer to the | Trammell. But Trammell, hewing 
and CBS with a star gleam in its eyes. (Paley, however, reiterates for years held down the No. 1 spot wholesale exodus of its star- to the network's new “Economical 
the fact that there will be no slacking off in the CBS-built pro- in talent and facilities, it is the studded roster to CBS, as out- | Radio” concept, practically told 
| gramming division.) most revolutionary turnabout in lined at last week’s meeting them that NBC wasn’t interested 
NBC, in fact, cites the Columbia accomplishments as proof that policy that radio has witnessed in of the Station Planning Ad- |in «meeting their respective de- 
the major client payoff lies not in the $30,000-budgeted, high- years. visory Committee (and which mands and that if CBS’ Bill Paley 
Hooper star shows but in the inexpensive vehicles. “Suspense,” ~ “Economical radio” keynotes the won almost unanimous ap- wanted them on those terms they 

“Crime Photographer,” “Godfrey’s Talent Scouts,” “My Friend new NBC thinking as the answer proval by the SPAC boys): | could proceed accordingly. 
Irma,” “My Favorite Husband,” “Our Miss Brooks,” are some of (to CBS’ ascendancy as the “net- NBC doesn’t intend to let | Gardner, whose contract with 


the talent run the network. | Bristol-Myers for his Wednesday 
night NBC show terminates this 


the moderate budgeters that Paley & Co. developed and in most work of the stars” in the wake of 
instances parlayed into sock rating payoffs. William S. Paley’s splurging with Talent isn't the sole determin- | 
millions to woo over the top| ing factor in the success of a | season, flew in from the Coast 
Hooperated personalities. network. There is a little ques- |to huddle with Trammell on fu- 


lene eanee racine mon canemn mine 
ns NBC web prexy Niles Trammell| tion of facilities and admin- |ture commitments as an NBC “ex- 
ppoin en & 0 OLS, ass set forth the new policy before the | istrative know-how tlrat shares | — 








Station Planning Advisory Com-| equal if not more prominent ~ | 


: ag al billing. And these are the ‘dileee That Refreshes 
Prelude to Sale of Straus Indie? ~~ tio Damm 


Possibly to NBC’s surprise 
more than anyone else, the 


sa things that contribute toward 
projecting the air personali- 
ties into the Hooper bigtime. 


Coca-Cola has bought the 
services of Edgar Bergen for 
next season at a cost lower 

: { 25,000 Standard 

Nathan Straus, resident of+ than the $25,000_ 

WMCA, N. Y., eink said to be | Brands paid for his package 


. ——s 
endorsement of the new Niles | ° | wer yeata el Se a ee 
operating in the red, has brought in | Is That Bad? Trammell policy on program- Tele Hurts Radio | en oe. -8 ge -y 
two midwest radio execs in a bid to | When Goodman Ace, whose by the all-important | being ac y é ». 


























ming “uh ph ‘Re a Sambo 

hypo the indie’s billings as com- | “Mr. Ace & Jane’’ CBS comedy SPAC (Station Planning Ad- ee a Se 
petition grows more cutthroat in| show was cancelled recently visory Committee) group last e yas obi ° of 0g pcg the 
New York. The new appointees are | by General Foods, was offered {| week was in no small measure | ore all S * ot og he ht at 8 nériod 
Norman Boggs, who will be gen- | the Tuesday night 10:30-11 inspired by the spirited recep- | 9 ‘The P “pe elena seo 
eral manager, and Ralph L. Atlass,| time to return to the web as tion accorded it by Walter | | in the 25G aaa for the 
who will serve as consultant. | a sustainer, network program Damm, who operates the web’s be aon aan ae re Rpt ouad auth 

Immediate conjecture in the! execs used the salve tech- WTMJ affiliate in Milwaukee. a 0X ISC oses | oo we ~ . at 
trade was whether or not the bring-| nique thus: For years Damm has been | He olen gpl rape eg PB a 
ing in of the two execs may not be | “After all, that’s only 9:30 recognized as SPAC’s stormy ; osition that such a move only 
the prelude to negotiations for| in Chicago and 8:30 in the petrel in weighing network af- It is radio listening more than | tee t si nate. iste: tal 
their eventual takeover of the in-| Rocky Mountain Zone.” fairs; an okay from him and film attendance that TV is biting) ‘ “a re pete a 
die. And because of the special To which Ace chimed in: invariably “the affiliates are into, according to a study made by | i ix tie a rr 
characteristics of New York radio, “And in Siam we're a soap in,” as one NBC exec put it. Sindlinger & Co. in Philly of AM| ~ " ‘a oe oie ae nl 
making it difficult for outsiders to| opera.” | It was Damm’s enthusiasm, | tuning habits in video homes. In | the tab with Pa f rat > 
succeed, there was consideral oe —— in fact, that inspired the call- | 84 hours of prime Sunday night | b a eam 7 valit — op- 
comment as to the wisdom of such | 2. 9 ing of the Feb. 28 meet in Chi | time checked by Sindlinger over a | _OUCE hte. 8h - 
a move. | for an all-affiliate presentation 21-week period, it was found that | —— 

Boggs fills the post vacated by | ] r 0 y + | of the NBC “Economical Ra- radios were in use only a total of | Clusive.” Gardner wants a three- 
Charles Stark last June. He has | | dio” doctrine. 212 hours, while video sets were | year contract with the network at 
been president and general manager | on for 52% hours. | $20,000 a week for his “Duffy's” 








of WLOL, Minneapolis, and was terreno: Sindlinger uses the Radox sys- | Package. Trammell nixed it, but 
formerly general sales manager of | or mittee (SPAC) at its two-day meet |tem of measurement by which a | Was willing to talk counter terms 
WGN, McCormick station in Chi. | ? 9 in New York last week, and NBC gadget is attached to the receiver Whereby Gardner would be inked 
Atlass is prexy of WIND, Chi- | won such a decisive endorsement and keeps a constant record of | to an NBC pact under a salary ar- 
cago, and also holds ownership in- | ) i ? of its new strategy before the key | tuning changes in a central office. | Tangement commensurate with 
terests in WLOL. He has just, iterary ts affiliate men that it will be of-| Radox devices were on sets in 120 his talents, similar to the deal 
divested himself of ownership of | * | ficially projected before the entire | Philly homes, of which 10 were | Made by the web with Jerry Lewis 
WKTY, La Crosse, Wis. Atlass | affiliate station membership at a selected for the video comparison | 2d Dean Martin. Gardner wasn’t 
will remain in the Windy City but | Hollywood, Feb. 1. specially-called meeting in Chi-| since that is the proportion of | interested. ; ; 
come into N. Y. from time to time.| New wrinkle in top talent ac- cago on Feb. 28. Trammell, mean-| radio to TV in the area, according | Hope, making a p.a. in Philadel- 
He has helped develop two Chi| quisition has cropped up in the while, went on a closed-curcuit | to Sindlinger. | phia last Friday (28), spent a cou- 
(Continued on page 34) _case of Fibber McGee & Molly Monday (31) for a preliminary Survey was made for the 7 to | (Continued on page 32) 

(Jim and Marion Jordan), who are presentation of NBC policy to the 11 p.m. period Sunday nights from | 
on the Bill Paley still-in-negotia- | affiliates. Sept. 9 to Jan. 23. Effort was | - 
~ jo tion agenda for CBS. Thetoprated| In effect the new “economical ,™ade to eliminate the novelty fac- | 
ali comedy team, it’s reported, has yadio” concept which NBC is about tor in TV by choosing families uc y e yes 
proffered the same deal to both t 4 embrace is predicated on the who had their sets for a consider- ' 
NBC and CBS—$2,500,000 for the gs sumption that: _able period of time and by not 


: p ¢ : : écte 9 © 

literary rights to the show, the. ee ' adding any new responders during 
Burns U Van 'characterizations, etc., with the b 1. va os on im . is going to 'the period checked. Sing Vice Ameche 

Jordans having the right to go off | be 4 lot simpler to in 7. S000 Out of the 2% hours that the 
/the program if and when they “€s and sponsors wit $5,00 average family listened to the| 4 04; 
Growing trend of broadcasters | choose. rather than $20,000 packages; radio during the 21 Sunday nights ogg rs Tobacco Co.. which 
«to editorialize was seen again in| The proposed deal is on a “per-| 2. It would be considerably surveyed, about one-third was on MOVee | into daytime radio pro- 
“News on the Human Side” over | sonal services” basis, rather than wiser for NBC to spend $5,000,000 Jan. 2, the day Jack Benny | ee te with the Don 
WOR, N. Y., last week when news- | “capital gains,” but NBC, which or $7,000,000 on developing new | switched to CBS. Two of the 10 {0c 0e Sout oe Strike” tal- 
easter Lyle Van attacked barring | flatly rejected it at last week’s programs and latch on to per- families that night listened ed Pr ee ge ra e-board CBS 
of Walter Gieseking from Car-| deadline time, took the position sonalities who are on the way up Benny for 10 minutes and then | tre rati: os 7 eee with 
negie Hall concert. Van’s allusion | that no matter how you spell it, instead of spending the coin to re- switched to video and another | e rating (2.7) and is planning on 














to a “shrieking egotist” as the | it’s still capital gains. tain two or three oldtime favorites; heard him for 15 minutes before | °@2Celling out. 

Precipitator was generally inter-| Since Don Quinn, the show’s, 3. With radio at the crossroads, going over to the TV. ee Eliane ae eee 
preted at referring to Walter fscripter, owns a third of the pack- now that clients are eyeing TV’s _Of the four hours each Sunday | week. half-hour show hi h vote 
Winchell. age, understanding is that the coin potential, the “economical radio” night, the TV sets were tuned in a eee 


an approximate $1,500,000 into the 
web coffers, is pitching up its long- 
time giveway sustainer, “Sing It 


“At the last moment,” Van said; would get a three-way equal operation is one that translates its an average of 212 hours. 

rs a Pena oh —_ eng divvy. iin oe | programming into a cost-per-point 
is democratic land of ours that CBS has still to decide. Paley payoff for the sponsor; instead of 1¢: in’? : 

music is political . . . just as the | would like to bracket F&M and continuing to shoot for the big- Int’! Silver Would Move yy nen Mla ee ee oe 
men of Moscow claim it is. It’s| Bob Hope with Bing Crosby on time Hooper Top 15, NBC will ee z reset 
snatonly decided, without a hear- | Wednesday nights. dedicate itself to achieving an en- (zzie To CBS This Year; Plan is to cut “Sing It Again” 
Gik ok — investigation, that ‘viable average - per-dollar rating 

ie nins is or was a Nazi or pro- for its clients. 


ore her Same 66 See eueceee- ILGWU’s Star-Studded | Cost-per-dollar Philosophy International Silver may not | 


ewspaper columnist who : 
shouts his views over the radio | Trammell, it’s understood, made | wait until next season to move its | "Mt duizzer, Dan Seymour. 
once a week, plus the screams of Hoopla as Chattanooga much of the cost-per-dollar phi- “Ozzie and Harriet” show back Pailin beers — cape a. 
Pressure groups which seem more ’ losophy in the closed-doors meet | from NBC into its ex-CBS Sunday | gaytime CBS program splar > ie 
and more out to influence our w Holl wood with SPAC. He contrasted the | night 6:30 time, but would like : g — 
a ay e : | the newly-created, cross-the-board 
of life, on such basis the Giese- | benefits of a $10,000 weekly time- to negotiate the switchover after Si é 











down from its present 60-minute 


Contingent on Coke, Jones version and install Robert Q. 


| Lewis as emcee, replacing the cur- 























ing concert is called off.” Chattanooga, Feb. 1. and-talent show with its more the current 13-week NBC cycle ex-| jo age headed by Morey 
t's significant that “News on Labor's first radio station in moderate rating to the new Paley | pires. | ; 
(Continued en page 34) \Tennessee. International Ladies | investiture of millions to wrap up However, that’s contingent on) , 
: . ‘ » | 
Garment Workers’ WVUN, for- | (Continued on page 34) See in Galas detae dee ae | Which One Has It? 
Seek WNYC Bud Hik meow sone vey sudiog | am a Saturday night or Wednesday | When Rayve Shampoo asked CBS 
get ] e Chattanooga with a dinner at the Gettin the Chills ‘night period, which the web is of- for an audition of its* “Winner 
Sy Siegel, New York City’s di- | City’s biggest ballroom Saturday | 8g fering. The soft drink company has | Take All” giveaway show which it 
— of radio, went patepe the | (29), SRaeeaae, _ — és a contract protecting it until Sep- eat aes eyo" 
rector of the Bu | Entertainment from Hollywood | A broadcast for help was tember. And Jones, in turn, has a —e Vee ‘ 
to ask for a $20,100 hike in Yunce included Charlie McCarthy and, aired over KTAN here last contract for the balance of the = : a for the 
for the Municipal Broadcasting | Edgar Bergen, Gregory Peck and Thursday night. season. Beg oo Rg Fee ng A 
System. |Gene Kelly. Speakers included The door to the radio sta- Coca-Cola doesn’t pick up Edgar! y ith the Toni competing home- 
This would bring the 1949-50|/AFL prexy William Green, Sen. tion had frozen shut and mem- Bergen until next fall, when it’ permanent product, being the an- 
eneset for WNYC, WNYC-FM and_| Estes Kefauver, Ed Murrow and pers of the station staff takes over Sunday at 8 on CBS pouncer on all Toni air shows. 
* city’s publie address system to | local civic and labor leaders. couldn’t get out to go home. and relinquishes the 6:30 perlod.| ‘That's why Bud Collyer is now 


& total of $2924 000 : : i d body to _—_— Until then, if the coke outfit wants | ’s “Wi ” qui 
000. A has been on the They just wanted somebody down as Rayve’s “Winner” quizzer. 
one would cover more re | a a wae operating; come by and chop away the to retain the time, CBS has no | ae et) a = 
nd writers, ifrom its transmitter. 4 ice. Somebody did. alternative. “Winner” on CBS. 
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COMEDY PLAYHOUSE 
With Don Gallagher, Muriel Mon- 
sell, Everett Clarke, Butler Man- 

vil, John Barclay, Carl Kroenke, 

Norman Gottschalk, Ed Cooper, 

announcer 
Director - Producer: Jack La- 

Frandre 
30 Mins.: Wed., 9 p.m. (CST) 
_WGN-Mutual, from Chicago 

“Idiot’s Delight,” former Broad- 
way hit by Robert E. Sherwood, 
was second in the “Playhouse” | 
series tailored into a_ half-hour 
show. Gold Coast Players, Chi 
radio stock company, provide cast | 
for series, which will run for 13 | 
weeks. First airing was ‘“Three| 
Men On a Horse” and future come- | 
dies will include “The Philadelphia 
Story,” “Brewster’s Millions,” “An 
Indian Summer,” and “Two's a 
Crowd.” 

“Idiot’s Delight” ( 
job of scissoring and continuity 
Director Jack LaFrandre did a 
capable chore in condensing with-| 
out missing play’s highlights. | 
Sound effects were plausible, with- 
out being overdone. 

Theme of hoofer Harry Van 
stranded in Italy with troupe of 
showgirls at war’s outbreak is stil 
modernly fresh. Don Gallagher as | 
Harry played part with restraint 
but was effective for AM audience. 
Muriel Monsell as Irene, the phony | 
White Russian countess who turns | 
out to be Harry’s old showgirl | 
playmate from Kansas sometimes 
overacted in difficult part. 


TORY OF PHILLIS WHEATLEY 
ith Muriel Smith, John Marriott, 
Alice Yourman, Sybil Trent; Al- 
fredo Antonini, music; Sandy 
Becker, announcer 

Writer: Shirley Graham 

Director: Albert Ward 

Producer: Werner Michel 

30 Mins., Tues. (25), 10:30 p.m. 
(EST) 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York 

In connection with Negro His- 
tory Week, CBS paid a dramatic 
tribute to the Negro in America 
that at one and the same time 
praised his contribution and con- 
demned the nation’s bondage of a 
people. In dramatizing the story 
of Phillis Wheatley, the Negro 
poetess who came to our shores as 
a slave when a child, CBS further 
drove home their story by having 
a fine Negro artist, Shirley Gra- 
ham, write the script, and an 
equally fine artist of her people, 
Muriel Smith, enact the title role. 

The play was fashioned f& a 
lyric tale, with poignant tragedy 
throughout. The personal life of 
the poetess who died broken and 
poverty stricken at the age of 31 
effectively dramatized the huge 
waste of a people’s talent. Yet the 
story was not told with bitterness, 
only sadness. 

Phillis Wheatley had the benefits 
of the personal teaching of her 
benefactress and also her aid in 
fighting for her acknowledgment. 
Only some of her achievements j 
were noted, and the hardness of; Rest of cast, with varying ac-| 
her life after the death of Miss' cents, lent confusion by overem- 
Mary, her white owner, were re-| phasis on foreign speech. Net ef-| 
lated but sketchily. Yet the trage- | fect, however, was well done pack- | 
dy of the life of a slave was cap- | age job of Sherwood’s hit. 
tured with all its appalling hope- 
lessness and overwhelming brutal- 
ity. 

It was rather unfortunate the 
Phillis Wheatley never came to 











showed neat 


aon LUDLOW 
Fred Allen’s Kidding 
On The Square On 








What started out as rather a 
parochial study of the state of 
American humor, on NBC’s “Liv- 
ing — 1949” documentary 
Sunday (30), turned into quite an 


humor by that master of broadcast 
|wit, Fred Allen. Allen let go in a 
kidding vein at gags, gag-writers, 
giveaways and the industry itself, 





HOLLYWOOD’S OPEN HOUSE 
With Ray Bloch Orch, Buddy 
Moreno, Henny Youngman, Vir- 





Sage : i Basil Rathbone; 

life in the script; she spoke words, ginia Weidler, . | est. 

and facts of her great capacities | — a emcee; Bert Wayne, | atien was guest narrator on the 
were listed, yet a real person who |, ®2nounc |documentary, bringing to it a 


felt what the world was doing ee Grom 


never came through. _ SASH’S FURRIERS 
Perhaps telescoping the entire wNEW, N. Y. 

Phillis Wheatley saga into a half- | ; 
hour was a mistake. A fuller por- | 
trayal might have been captured 
if one incident had been enlarged | 
upon. While it ably succeeded in 
championing the cause of equality 
of the races, as a personal biog- 
raphy it fell short. Rose. 


breeziness and verve that gave it 
quite a lift. The program’s first 
half was rather pedagogical, trac- 
ing in drama-document form the 


comedian, a name vocalist and 4 |ton’s time to this. Program was in 
dramatic star ‘“Hollywood’s Open : 8 : 


listener appeal. Transcribed on the 

'Coast as a co-op package by the 
| Kermit-Raymond, Corp., the series’ 
initial etching preemed auspici- 
|ously on WNEW, N. Y. Sunday (30) 
| bankrolled by Ash’s Furriers. 


|ple laugh?—and Allen answered 


UNCLE BRUCE’S NURSERY 
With Bruce MacDonald 
60 Mins.; Saturday, 9 a.m. 
WJW, Cleveland | airy 
WJW opens its studios Saturday |“Fantasie Impromptu.” In_ the | 
morning to mothers who have no |comic slot, Henny Youngman had | 
place to leave their children while | Stature enough, but his material 
they do their downtown shopping.| was dated and lacked the spark 
And the station, with the coopera- | and topical quality of live comedy 
tion of several local merchants,|airers. His stint is a prime ex- 
entertain the children as first-class| ample of what Jack Benny and 
baby-sitters. ‘Fred Allen would be up against 
Bruce MacDonald, himself the were they to tape record weeks in 
father of two sons, handles the advance. 
overall job of announcing, rest | 


Allen’s own radio program. 


| humor, Allen really went to town. 


Pde $y , Buddy Moreno crooned an ac- reall] a : 
ing activities, enterviewing moth-| ceptable “It Had to Be You,” pav- urbanized, Tonciae duane tae 


ers and getting children to sing. (ing the way for a 10-minute con- | 4] i 
Although the radio stint is one | densation of Ibsen’s seldom done frvoved ay Dg dag po ng 
hour long, the baby-sitting job ex- ‘‘Master Builder.” From Moreno to | taneity. The comic was aan a 
tends from 8:45 a.m. to noon when Ibsen is a wide gap, but Rath- /mouthpiece for his writers. When 
mothers call for their children.| bone and Virginia Weidler bridged | Jack Benny, on a recent program 
The station handles 50 youngsters it neatly. Former convinced in the told Allen that the latter wouldn’t 
between the ages of four to seven. title ,ole while Miss Weidler ex- dare insult him if. his (Benny’s) 
Reservations must be made by uded the unspoiled, girlish aura | gagwriters were present—Benn 
—_— call 7, A gpa in advance, that was Rathbone’s inspiration. | was saying a mouthful secondo 
Me Poel gg B ia oe ee | _ Moderate plugs for Ash’s were to Allen. Radio humor was a seri- 
po Rae i ging te pall eng He inserted by WNEW staff announcer Ous, mass-production enterprise, 
possible y s a are | unctuous eer Allen said; it had lost its touch. 
SSIDIC. stressed a “get-acquainted” sale | Humor ; ; 
me. Fs — a. — _and “Ash’s is reliable,” ete. On in a ari af Seen ae 
are toys and furniture. A regis- the whole the package is a pleasant plained, and radio by its ver 
tered nurse is on duty; the Red Sunday afternoon half-hour of tempo and strain, works i "| 
: y; radio fare. Gilb. (this. And the future lanied duch, 


Cross has set up a first aid unit | ; 
and six girl scouts are on hand. | ko said, even if humor could never 
| die. 


Considering the multitude of prob- TO BE CONTINUED 
Jems, checking clothes, keeping With Duane Bogie, Gloria Guil-| Allen also took a swipe at give- 
a yg ne Rg egpennt R on dry, | foyle, - Robert Hammerstroen, | i aye— a Fgad | commentary on 

" s undertaken a} ate o i 4g 
ee, en Jane Michael, Marabell Smith, | radio today.” As for 

- nicely. Parents are most — rator 
tive both since it gives them a wWriter-Producer: Ruth Moore 
chance to shop and provides &| 15 Mins.; Sat., 3:15 p.m. (CST) 
saving since most mothers con- | Sustaining 


cerned couldn't afford the baby-| WBBM, Chicago | 
“To Be Continued” is a public | Writer: Gomer Cool 


~— fee. 
ntertainment-wise, the Mac- : 
: . : _service—staged on behalf of the | 30 
Donald-staged interviews with)! Chi Council of Social Agencies and § a Sat., 4 p.m. (EST) 
mothers are clear and timely; the | the Community Fund, using true | oe ton 
pao oa s singing and reciting | jife cases of modern day troubles. 
yomic relief, A nice job all around, SHOW, Teplaces “That Men May , h 
, : Mark. Live.” Junior League Radio The- | At tage that respects cowboy folk- 
ark. | atre members take the parts. bry ty. — a presentation 
| This is soap opera, once re-| ee unes in the manner that 


A ; is indi i 
MORGANTIME moved. Like any 15-minute serial, - & mnie satin tae Meteo 


With Giselle, Geoffrey Wadding- show is a teaser, and barely gets ha 
ton orch; Frank Williams, Henry 80ing before time is up. Some | arrangements whick r er rented 
Ramer, announcers | weighty problems are tackled, such | and good vocal craftamen ney 
Producer: Stan Catton jas budget troubles, a mentally) mpgir ¢ smanship. 
Supervi8or: Bob Haig | diseased wife, a young girl’s infatu-| ..4 jn gy are generally stand- 
30 Mins., Tues., 8 p.m. ation with a married man. @ cowboy catalog. Some 
Henry Morgan, Ltd. | Unlike soap opera, solutions are 
CBM-Montreal . ; Suggested. This is accomplished by 
(J. Walter Thompson) pow hg 2 * B.. ~ agency 
‘ With a weekly budget around 3; Me ge ple 
$2,000, “Morgantime” carries one a. _— ——s and musical | ~ Retest audience. 
of the biggest shows for a single eed ng ye rye ee i help the a> al te en isn’t up to 
outlet anywhere in Canada. Regu-! ¢j;,- pl Boge sd yr A ee | ot: odors e singing, consistin 
lar star is Giselle, singer who However. less Ha ned pee oe | backing is nop banter. Musica 
handles her lyrics in both French y, PR -5 s Mot by a small instrumental 
and English with much savvy and ae me or Rn nagion group Ry my indicates wholesome 
and sound effects are above aver- respect for : 
(Continued on page 34) ' age. minsid Di ae cowney ——— 


“the vaudeville approach to every- 
thing.” Bron.” 





THE TEXAS RANGERS 
| With James Matthews, announcer 


CBS, from Hollywood 
The Texas Rangers sound like 


and the Rangers’ renditions regard 
them as such. They are given re- 
spectful treatments that should 


State of Radio Humor 


series 


indictment of present-day radio 


and though it was all in a banter- 
ing format, it was kidding in earn- 


With a format built around a top ‘history of humor from Washing- 


'|a sort of question-answer format— 
House,, has a firm foundation fox 'what is humor? What makes peo- 


| questions lightly to make a dry 
| subject come alive. He also inter- os : 
| polated quotes from Abe Lin-| lumbia’s new affiliate goes to 50 kilowatts next month... 
|coln, Mark Twain, Josh Billings 
, |and Will Rogers, with studio actors 

Adroitly emceed by Jim Ameche, | enacting these notables. It helped 
|show was launched by Ray Bloch’s | jazz up an academic subject, while 
interpretation of Chopin’s|also proving a swell trailer for 


| But the best part of the docu- 
|mentary came at the close, just 
|after Allen had amusingly illus- 
| trated the agonies of getting a 
comedy program together with a 
|neat dramatic bit. In answer to a 
|query on the state of present-day 


Present-day humor-— “humor 


Barbara Smith, Sam Siegel, nar- television, he brushed that off as | 


have attained the status of classics | 


———__., 


~ From the Production Centres 


4 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Record of Henry Morgan show cut at NBC Monday (31)... Garry 
Moore tossed a buffet supper at Cafe Francais, Rockefeller Center 
Sunday (30) by Martin Straus, his Eversharp boss, on occasion of 
| Moore's birthday... .Gail\and Harry Ingram who co-write and direct 


CBS’ “Tales of Fatima,” back east from Hollywood where they waxed 19 





stanzas in three weeks... .Bernarr Macfadden, 80-year-old father of 
| physical culture, and his 44-year-old bride, Jonnie Lee, prepping air 
| series tentatively labeled “December and May” ....The Tailored Woman 


to bankroll Jacques Fray’s Monday eve session on WQXR... Davidson 
Taylor, CBS veepee and director of public affairs, to Virgin Isles for 


month vacation Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program v.p., in from 
Coast yesterday (1)....ABC fiack Marshall Rothen to resign Feb. 14 
joining K&E as assistant to director of motion picture dept ABC’s 
Ted Malone appointed editor of “Best Years,” national monthly for- 


merly called “Tom Breneman’s” Bud Greenspan acting sports direc. 
tor of WMGM, succeeding Marty Glickman, who has heavy sports coy- 
erage sked WNEW’s Dick Pack teaching “Radio and TV Publicity. 
| Promotion” and WNYC’s George Wallack proffing “Technique of Tape 
| Recording and Editing for Radio” at NYU. Sessions start Feb. 7.... 
| Jacqueline Billingsley added to cast of “Lora Lawton”... . Flock of N. Y, 
| radio execs going to Radio Correspondents Assn. seventh annual clam- 
|bake in Washington’s Hotel Statler Saturday (5), feting Pres. Truman 
|....Jack Grimes, featured played on CBS’ “Let’s Pretend,” married on 
Saturday (29) to Joan Farrell, ex-CBS employee. Ceremony performed 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral....Gerald Brown, formerly of NBC preduc- 
tion staff in N. Y., now in business in Houston...,Louis Merlin, Radio 
Luxembourg prez, in from Paris for brief visit. 


| Andrew McCullough, Compton radio producer, engaged to Loris 
Peterson, TV actress....Jack Barry production, “Joe DiMaggio Show.” 
getting 0.0. by NBC... .Bill Calmers, account gexec on “Ford Theatre,” 
| back in N. Y. after month on Coast. Leonard Erikson, K&E radio 
| veepee, due back in two weeks with Fletcher Markle, Vincent McConnor 


| and others on “Ford Theatre” production staff....“County Fair” ready- 
ing itinerary for possible series of remote shows in various parts of 
country....Michael Carr, casting director of Laurence Hammond Pro- 


ductions, flying in from Coast to discuss TV plans with her brother, 
Sir William Gibson-Craig-Carmichael, who is planing up from Chile. 
They haven’t met for 10 years....Franklin Pulaski pacted to narrate 
\TV film “The Story of Abraham Lincoln”.....James H. Knox, ex- 
agency exec, to develop radio programming for National Assn. of Real 
Estate Boards. He’s its new radio director....Bob Schultz has resigned 
from Music Corp. of America radio dept.....‘Juvenile Jury” sees real 
jury in action tomorrow (4) as guests of Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
| Di Giovanna. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


| Paul Warwick passing a few days here casing the television scene as 
‘incidental to his main objective—to get Eddie Cantor’s name on the 
dotted line for radio and television. Comedian’s two-year firm contract 
_with Pabst runs out in March....Having lost KFRE, Fresno, to CBS, 
| ABC hooked on to KARM, which is currently the CBS affiliate. Co- 
Jerry Law- 
| rence takes his bow as a video producer by doing one of the George 
| Abbott shows on NBC. His writing-producing partner, Robert E. Lee, 
takes his first dip in TV in March with dual functioning in the same 
| series....Sandra Gould got a hurry-up call from Bob Hope to join his 
junketing troupe and may forsake her other shows to do the road job 
|.... After weeks of indecision, ABC finally decided to give the Jack 
| Kirkwoods and Bill Grey five 15’s. It’s the type of comedy he has 
been longing to do for years, a running situation on family life. ... NBC 
is still trying to figure out where to spot its new comedy team, Dean 
|Martin and Jerry Lewis. Bob Adams, NBC’s New York production 
| Manager, came out to work it out with Homer Canfield and ordered 
i cutting, although NBC is said to be happy with the original 
| platter. 

Pat Weaver barged into town for a few sessions with Young & Rubicam 
producers to see what can be done about improving certain of the 
firm’s Hollywood originations....Ed Gardner called back Clifton Webb 
'for a third guest shot. He’s as solid at Duffy’s as the Colmans with 
J. Benny....KHJ landed both the Olympic aud fights and a beer spon- 
(Sor... . Frank Mullen hopped east on business for the G. A. Richards 
| properties....NBC’s tape machines will be installed this week and 
the comics are racing to see who's the first to break the tape. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Andy Murphy, new flack at NBC....WGN producer and columnist 


_ Morrison Wood to demonstrate cookery at Chi Tribune’s outdoor show 


| Riley hosting....Frank Sweeney back on WGN announcing staff after 
stretch with WJJD....Ade Hult, v.p. of Mutual midwest operations, 
| named radio chairman of Chi Brotherhood week... .Admiral Corp. has 
| okayed franchise of Great Lakes Industry, Inc., for distribution in 16 
|Minnesota and Wisconsin counties...:Gene Autry at Palmer House 
|Junch (31) in Chi Heart Assn. campaign opener. ...WGN-MBS's “Com- 
/edy Playhouse” to air “Philadelphia Story” tomorrow... .Nine NBC’ers 
collected cash for efficiency contest: Henry Corsell, Frank Golder, 
Lorne Balsley, Dick Wehrheim, Bill Schooley, Fred Rodney, Bob Rah- 
-nert, Roy Smith and Dick Maslan....ABC airs third anni of “Junior 
| Junction” from Chi Feb. 5....Jean Jones of MBS on vacash.... WIND's 
John Carey limping around on sprained ankle. ...ABC’s Breakfast Club 
/on Texas tour March 14....Dorothy Di Ranna new Mutual trafficker 
...-Jim Ameche dickering with WCFL for daily a.m. disk jockey stint 
....American Meat Institute, Cecil & Presbey, Sherman & Marquette 
all signed with Neilson Radio Index. ...Bill Yonan to ABC central div. 
in sales promotion....WBBM farm director Harry Campbell to Spring 
field, Ill., and Madison for farm shows this week....WIND promotion 
dept. sent baseball kits to Midwest network members. ...Ed Nickey to 
sales dept. of WENR, replacing Bruce Bryant who goes to Petry Co..--: 
WIND to carry Victor Record’s Perry Como contest. 


IN WASHINGTON... 


WCF, town’s all FM station, hypoing MOD drive with free com 
mercial time to local business firms in exchange for contributions to 
olio fund....U. S. Navy Band under direction of Lt. Com. Charles 

randler preemed an ABC net show past Saturday (1:30 P.M. EST) 
originating from outfit’s D. C. practice hall....Eugene S. Thomas, ex- 
sales manager of Bamberger Broadcasting Co. and eurrently station 
topper at WOIC-TV, skedded to tell local Junior Board of Commerce 
on video and its effect on local biz....Lynette Wilson named program 
director of WINX, replacing George Creamer, who recently resié? 
|... First full program of National Symphony will be telecast over 
/WMAL-NBC Thursday in kick off of orch’s fund raising drive... Gene 
| eral shake up at local station WWDC brings Roger Sticht, former assist 
ant program director, to station’s commercial staff; Ed Stern. ex-contit 
uity editor, takes over Sticht’s former chores; Pat Doyle moves “" 
'Stern’s place; Bob Brand shifted from assistant music librarian 





_assistant traffic manager; Denis Sartain, ex of WINX, takes over 


chief of news bureau replacing Fred Hoffman, who switches to ts 
radio here; Dar H. Shopoff, ex of the Washington Post added to § 
‘Uon’s commercial staff, 


+++}? 


....WBBM teed off on “Your Almanac” this week (31) with Patrick , 
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Bus-Broadcasting Via FM Planned tl NIM SHORT FAI] New Senate Group Backs Tougher 
For N. Y. May Be Cue for Nat'l Use OF TV YARDSTICK 


Details of the extensive plans to+ 


bring FM music to New*York City’s 


pus riders (one of 20 U. S. cities | 


that will have transitcasting by the 
end of the _ year) have been 
brought to light. 

Although the N. Y. Board of 
Transportation has been conduct- 
ing experiments for some time and 
results will not be announced un- 
til tests are completed, indications 
are that a satisfactory transit radio 
svstem will be worked out. 
‘Experiments using WNYC-FM, 
municipally owned outlet, are 
being made under the direction of 
Col. Sidney H. Bingham, commis- 
sioner in charge of operations and 
engineering. Tests are being made 
with the equipment of several com- 
panies, including Transit Radio, 
Jeneral Electric, Philco, Radio 


Electronics Laboratories, Westing- | 


house and Stromberg-Carlson. 

Transit radio receivers have 
been installed in city buses and 
tried in all the five boroughs. Prob- 
lems resulting from the city’s great 
canyons of steel and concrete have 
been turned up, but engineers feel 
the bugs can be worked out. One 
solution being tried for the prob- 
lem of the city’s noise—which may 
vary from loud to quiet along sec- 
tions of one route—is a system of 
baffles. This will raise and lower 
volume of receiver automatically, 
on a principle similar to that of 
the thermostat. 

Another gadget being tested is 


a button which automatically boosts | 


the volume when announcements 
are broadcast. Button is pressed 
in the transmitting studio, sending 
out a tone which cuts in an addi- 
tional amplifier n the bus, increas- 
ing the volume 15 or 20 decibels. 
After commercial is over, 
fier is cut out and volume for the 
music drops to normal level. 

According to tentative plans, 
each bus will be equipped with one 
receiver and six, eight or 12 speak- 
ers, depending on vehicle’s size. 
Speakers are placed overhead and 
regulated so that riders directly be- 
neath are not subjected to blasting. 

Ownership Complication 

Transiteasting in New York is 
complicated by the fact that city 
owns majority of buses, while pri- 
vate firms operate rest. In year 
ending June 30, 1948, city-owned 
buses carried 344,000,000 passen- 
gers and private lines carried 113,- 
500,000. 
of rides to almost 500,000,000. 

If and when transit radio be- 


(Continued on page 32) 


Four N.Y. FM Bidders 
Ask Pronto FCC Grants 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
Four bidders for FM stations in 
the New York metropolitan area 
asked the FCC yesterday (31) for 





immediate grants, now that num-} 


ber of channels available and ap- 
Plicants are equal. A fifth bidder, 
Methodist Church, dropped out in 
late December. 

Joint petition was filed by Cros- 
ley Broadcasting. Corp., Atlantic 
Broadcasting Co., Debs Memorial 
Fund, all of New York, and Ebbets- 


McKeever Exhibition Co.. of Brook-| 


lyn. Hearings were held in New 
York in December and are to be 


resumed in Washington next 
month. 


KCBC-KIOA Merger? 


: Des Moines, Feb. 1. 

Tt is rumored attempts are being 
made to merge stations KCBC and 
KIOA, Des Moines, as an outlet 
for Mutual. although officials of 
both stations have refused to deny 
or confirm the reports. A spokes- 
man for KIOA said, however, “no 
application has been made to the 

C for suth a merger and no such 
eoation is being prepared.” 

BC now operates as the Mutual 
Outlet in Des Moines. 
starcoording to the reports the two 
—e would merge to give Mu- 
ion a outlet of 10,000 watts dur- 
night. daytime and 5,000 watts at 





ampli- | 


This brings annual total | 





f 
| 


New York indies are doing a 
burn as a result of the Hooper 
method of rating TV. WNEW says 


U. of Chi Home Study 


__, Chicago, Feb. 1 it is seriously considering exiting 
Home study courses will be =k : 
linked with NBC University of the Clash was brought to a head at 
. 8 ; et a luncheon meeting called by C. E.: 
Air and Univ. of Chicago Round ee 


., Hooper at the Biltmore yesterday 
Table program : 


Tw otras. “Wastd Pelliiec” 1) to pacify the indies, WNEW 
gay eco lg - cs WQXR and WOYV, but some station 
an 2 Economics in the Modern execs are still squawking that 
World,” will base the schedule, Hooper’s TV ratings are giving 


providing materials, readings and 
questions to home students work- 
ing tor non-credit certificates. 


Order New Trial 


In Flamm Award 


Appellate Division of New York 


AM the short end of his yardstick. 

Hooper is now asking four ques- 
tions: (1) Were you looking at tele- 
| vision or listening to your radio 
|just now?; (2) What program, 
| please?; (3) What station, please? 
| and (4) is someone else looking at 
or listening to a second set? Some 
AM-ers feel this is like 
“Have you stopped beating your 
radio set yet?” 

In answer to some hot questions 
from the indies, Hooper said that 





. the questions are not loaded to 

Supreme Cour N ay (31) set! ¢- ; ; 
hagas Hee m1946 rove wendart Tavern he MOG. tnees say 
> : questions make listeners feel in- 


awarding Donald Flamm $490,000 
from Edward Noble. Decision was 
that technical errors in the orig- 
inal court necessitated a new trial. 
Case is expected to come up for re- 
trial shortly. 

The case of Flamm vs. Noble 
resulted from the sale of WMCA, 
N. Y., back in 1941. The jury in 
the 1946 case found that Noble 
had used duress in obtaining the 
station. 


ferior if they don’t have TV. In 
addition, they point out, Hooper’s 
calls are to a random-sample, in- 
stead of a representative cross 
section. They beef that telephone 
homes, representing upper income 
brackets, show a disproportionate 
number of TV sets. - 

To counteract this one _ indie 
proposed that Hooper pro-rate his 
calls, making 10° to TV homes 
'and 90% to AM homes. Hooper 
answers that the only way to learn 
how many people have TY is con- 
| tinuous random sampling. 
| The indies say they don’t want to 
ibe misled into underestimating 
TV’s impact, but that the present 
Hooper system isn’t giving them a 


| 
Plans Thorough Study fair shake of the dice. 


Washington, Feb. 1. Today (2) Hooper will meet with 
Indication that Bob Hope intends the N. Y. net affiliates. 
to play all his cards to beat out 





Bob Hope Asking 60-Day 


| 


| Stay on L’ville Hearings; 





ival bidders for tl Louisvill 
Rleiesduaineed on sae dene LEVY BROS. PULL OUT OF 
vision properties was given by 


WCAU, PHILLY, IN APRIL 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 
Levy, president and 
of WCAU, and 


Hope yesterday (31) in asking for 
60-day postponement of hearings 
on the transfer, now scheduled for 

Feb. 28. Hope also requested that FA on Mr 
the proceedings be shifted from Jgaac p. Levy. 
Washington to Louisville to make it general a 
easier for the local gentry to sup- 
port his bid. 


counsel for the _ station, 
announced Monday (31) that they 
' would resign their posts as of 

Hope told the FCC he needs apri] 1. Press of personal and 
more time for thorough prepara- oytside business interests neces- 
tion of his case, which is to include | gitated the move, Dr. Levy said. 
comprehensive engineering studies | 
rhe is having made to show over- 


: ; “ their own offices in April, to 
| lapping coverage by opposing bid- handle their various enterprises. 
| ders. Hope matched the $1,925,000 The Levys started with WCAU in 
| bids of Crosley Broadcasting Corp. 1994 when radio was still in the 
| and the Fort Industry Co. for the fledging stage and the station 


5Okw WHAS, Its FM affiliate and grew under their direction from a 
a TV construction permit, | 500-watt outfit to its present 50.- 


| ae ore clear — status. 

- e ! was the first station to 
Minnesota Gets Bill To 
Aid Newsmen on Sources 


join the Columbia Broadcasting 
Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 


System, in 1927. 

Bill protecting newsmen, includ- 
ing those of radio, from divulging 
sources of information has been in- ‘ 
troduced in Minnesota Legislature | 
by Rep. Lawrence Haeg. | 1es e 

Haeg is farm service director for 
/WCCO, and a regular farm com- ee ae 
aaa at the dation. Bill would Growing importance of bilingual 
provide that newsmen cannot be operations is shown in succession 
compelled to disclose source -of of developments at wov. N. Y., 
news, although material might be and WHOM, N. Y. Latter —— 
‘subject to survey by district over the past year has plunked 
| judges. down $500,000 for a new transmit- 
| Haeg has been with WCCO since ter and new studio-headquarters, 
'1940. He was first president of convinced that, as far as the Italian 
| National Assn. of Radio Farm Di- market is concerned, there'll al- 
poe ways be a place in the AM realm 
ee for bilinguals. Meanwhile, the For- 
F tune Pope indie is blueprinting a 
| video pattern aimed for Italian res- 
|idents, but that will depend on the 
- swing into the upper high frequen- 

On NBC, it is the affiliates who cies iol coonleas at new channels. 
are doing the raiding. | WOV. equally bullish on radio's 

Harold Burke, general manager fyture in the foreign-speaking field, 
of the NBC-affiliate WBAL in Bal- has shifted its Rome studio to big- 
timore. has grabbed off Leslie ger quarters, has installed new 
H. Peard from the CBS-affiliate equipment, and is planning to 
WCAO. triple its budget for activities tn 

Peard was assistant general Italy. (The Ralph Weil-Arnold Hart- 
manager at the Columbia station ley operation 1s still ewalting an 
and moves over as assistant to the FCC okay for acquisition of the sta- 
manager at WBAL effective tion from Arde Bulova. os 
Feb. 14. ( Rome script editor and dramatic: 








A Switcheroo 


asking, | 


vice president and | 


The Levy Bros. plan to establish | 


Bilingual Operations Spurred in NY: 


_ FCC; Seeks Duplication on ‘Clears, 
Less Outside Influence in TV Grants 


Washington, Feb. 1 
Promise of bold, hard-hitting reg- 
ulations of radio and television by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission in the coming years ap- 
peared likely last week on the heels 
upping to net- of recommendations by the new 

with headquar- Democratically-controlled Senate 
ters in Frisco. Hayes was gift- Although based on a _ sub-com- 
| ed with luggage and _ scroll mittee study in the last Congress, 
| Jauding his 15 years in N. Y. {the recommendations were given 
} radio. At the luncheon one sta- the blessing of Sen. Edwin C. John- 
tion manager pointed out that son of Colo., new chairman of the 
| Hayes will be overseering CBS /|Senate Committee on _ Interstate 
AM and TV stations in S. F. land Foreign Commerce. Sen. John- 
“In other words,” he quipped, /son followed through with an ap- 
“both the sound and unsound =| peal to an independent broadcast- 
parts of radio.” 'ers meeting in Chicago to get be- 
hind the Committee in fighting the 
clear channel interests and to pre- 


° 9 vent big broadcasters from taking 
i 1es ar est over the television field. 
Promotes Competition 


While slapping down the Com- 


| mission on several fronts, the sub- 
or 0 committee report (prepared by 
® bd Sens. Charles W. Tobey of N. H. 


3 and Ernest McFarland of Ariz., 

j Chicago, Feb. 1. both Republicans) gave assurance, 
Representatives of 139 inde- jn effect, to the FCC that the Com- 
pendent AM stations pledged a mittee would back a firm policy in 
three-year nut of $144,000 to hypo distributing radio and _ television 


} 





Sound & Unsound 


Arthur Hull Hayes, former 
manager of WCBS, was feted 
by industry execs last week to 
celebrate his 
work veepee 








plans for 














the anti-clear channel movement, frequencies to promote competition 
lobby. nels and superpower, the subcom- 
Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D-Col)| gineers into believing 500 kw or 
compromise” in the fight to limit “white spaces” in the sparsely set- 
ate Interstate and Foreign Com- the unserved areas, the report con- 
limit AM power and allow clear called clear channels. “There is no 
hourly rate figure of $12,000 'the same channel now occupied by 
Ed Craney, managing director of signed to a station located in Texas, 
provide additiona! radio service to 
Chi Writers’ Strike V 
] 
l riters tri e ote /ommended that because of its basic 
Writers Guild is set for a walkout 
talks with the web collapsed after > 
AS AFT. GIVEAWAY 
for five newsroom writers. The) 
According to Shelby Gordon,| is now set to ride with the CBS 
ment is reached. minute, five-times-a-week program 
| Feb. 28. 
| but with Lucky Strike interested in 
tomatically solve the problem of 
Cueto, arrived in the U. S. last as a half-hour once-weekly sus- 
Goal is 
sus- 
though method is more costly than 
Italian-speaking dramatic talent in| Foote, Cone & Belding this week 
keep out new dramatic blood so called “Project X.” It’s being writ- 
to be used are Gino Magazu and torial assignment, incidentally.) 
Rome studios, Mrs. Cueto says, have translated their “Project X” 
covering economic developments ages Pall Mall's “Big Story” 
be used to get interviews with F-C-B is picking up the tab for 


and formed a six-man committee and to provide equitable allocation. 
to push a Washington! On the hot issue of clear chan- 
Action was taken at a closed mittee needled the Commission for 
meeting here last week (28) after being virtually hypnotized by en- 
blasted the super power advocates 750 kw power might be needed to 
as monopolists and called for “no' bring radio service to the unserved 
AM station power to 50,000 watts. tled western areas of the nation. 
Johnson, new chairman of the Sen- The best way to bring service to 
merce committee, has reintroduced tinued, is to revive a policy begun 
| his bill of last session which would years ago of duplicating the so- 
channel duplication. sound reason, either from an en- 
Indie broadcasters with a total, gineering or policy standpoint, why 
pledged four times their highest a New York or Chicago or Louis- 
hourly rate annually for 1949-51.| ville station could not also be as- 
Pacific Northwest Broadcasters and or Arizona, or Utah, or Colorado, 
(Continued on page 34) |or Idaho, or eastern Washington to 
those areas.” 
The subcommittee therefore rec- 
Chicago, Feb. 1. | importance to the national econ- 
Chicago chapter of the Radio| (Continued on page 32) 
against ABC following a strike 
vote today (Tues.). RWG contract | RAYVE BUYS ‘WINNER’ 
the management refused to meet 
the $300 per week salary demand 
; Rayve, on behalf of its new 
net’s top offer was $275. -home-permanent wave _ product, 
RWG regional vice-prexy, a strike “Winner Take All” giveaway show. 
will take place if no early settle-| It has been revamped into a 15- 
; and will be installed in the 4:30- 
| 4:45 afternoon segment. It starts 
Robert Q. Lewis now holds down 
| the full half-hour (4:30-5) period, 
be a pickup of “Sing It Again” with 
or vertisers Lewis as emze*, a buy would au- 
| what to do with the comic. 
producer, Mrs. Vera Fontanella! “Winner” would still continue 
Tuesday (25) for huddles on the tainer on Saturday at 7 p.m. > 
project. G production of 
package shows on tape—for » ¢ . 
taining or commercial airing. Al- Per] 4 Project a Due 
doing them in New York, station F 7 C RB A di v4 
execs feel there is not enough| or F-L- U ition 
this country. According to the pro- is auditioning a new half-hour show 
grammers, tight immigration laws packaged by Bernard Prockter 
they've got to go abroad for the ten and directed by Arnold Perl. 
artists. Among top Italian thesps (It’s scripter Perl's initial diree- 
Ricardo Mantoni. Show will be authentic dramati- 
Rome Turning Out Shows zations of average persons who 
will also turn out shows for WOV, into humanitarian, community con- 
reporting on conditions in Italy, tributions, etc. Prockter also pack- 
and political questions such as the qdramatizations of top newspaper 
Marshall Plan. Tape recorder will yarns. 
workers and farmers for documen- the auditio. on behalf of an un- 
(Continued on page 34) ‘revealed client. 
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. film production. ge, | 
said, should be complete with its| 
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Vallee 


Sees Separate Coast TV Depts. 
Sub-Divided Studios as Aids to Biz 





Major Hollywood studios now+ 


toying with the idea of producing | 
films especially for television won't 


be able t the financial load ‘ 
Saleee thay estiMibal a completely | Set Thru April; May Buy 


new tele department, separate and 
apart from the usual studio work. 
According to Rudy Vallee, now 
producing vidpix through his Val- 
lee Video outfit, the majors other- 
wise won’t be able to bring their 
costs down to the prices tele can 
afford to pay because of their tre- 
mendous studio overhead charges. 

In addition to the new depart- 
ment, which wouldn’t be forced to 
absorb part of that overhead, Val- 
lee also believes the majors will 
have to sub-divide their big sound 
stages into smaller studios for tele- 
Each stage, he 


own carpentry shop, lights, make- 
up departments, etc., so that it 
would be possible to shoot a group 
of pictures at the same time. Then, 
by swapping sets, costumes and 
even actors. from one stage to an- 
other, it will be possible to trim 
costs considerably. Shooting on 
16m, rather than 35m stock, can 
also keep production costs to a 
minimum, Vallee said. 

Vallee has introduced two new 
techniques into his pix. Recog- 
nizing the difficulty of playing a 
comedy show to a small audience, 
such as is likely to be viewing video 
at any one time, he has dubbed in 
laughter behind every comedy se- 
quence, with the laughs ranging 
from small! snickers to big yocks. 
He also has an off-screen an- 
nouncer read aloud the credits as 
they appear on the screen, so that 
viewers who might be in another 
room with their sets turned on 
can get to the set if they hear a 
name that interests them. 

Despite the fact that he’s ap- 
peared in several live studio shows 
since arriving in N.Y. from the 
Coast, Vallee believes that live 
programs are good only for quiz 
shows. Pointing out the advan- 
tages of filming all other types of 
TV programs, he referred to the 
“Arrow Shirt” show, on which he 


subbed for the ailing Phil Silvers | 


last Thursday night (27). Show 
ran without a hitch during rehear- 
gal, he said, but as soon as the cast 
went on the air they tightened up, 
with some forgetting their lines. 
By that time, it was too late to 
correct the mistakes, whereas any 
mistake on film can always be sen 
back before the cameras for a re- 
take. 

Among the series Vallee now has 
in the works is “It Could Happen 
to You,” the first of which copped 
fourth place in the Hollywood 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences awards last week. He 
also has lined -up “Cartoon 


Philco TV Playhouse 


Summer Low-Budgeter 


“Philco Television Playhouse” 
was set this week to continue on 
the NBC-TV web at least through 
April. At that time, the sponsor 
and Hutchins ad agency, which # 
handles the account, will decide SR 
whether to go off the air then until 
next fall or pact for another 13 HARRY SALTER 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


weeks, which would carry the show ; 
through June. It will definitely Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 


Authors League 

















AT&T Claims It’s Meeting TV Needs. 
‘Promptly, Denying Monopoly Charges 





Evans Picked for $7,000 
N.Y. City Pix Video Job; 
Cues O'Dwyer TV Interest 


New York City’s vid-pix unit was 
given official approval when the 
Board of Estimate voted Thursday | 
(27) to allocate $17,000 to carry op- | 
erations through July 1. Following 
day Mayor O’Dwyer confirmed Cliff 
Evans, former WHLI public affairs | 
veepee, as TV supervisor, at $7,000 
per year. 

Memo to the board from city ra- 
dio director Sy Siegel points out 
that the Municipal Broadcasting 
System is interested in getting a 
video channel, when the freeze | 
thaws, possibly in the higher band. | 
Siegel estimated costs at $282,000 | 
to set up and $150,000 annually to | 
operate a TV outlet on a modest | 
scale, 





Rift Seen From 
Video Guild 


‘show in the Sunday night 9 to 10 
isegment on the NBC-TV web for 
ithe summer in order to maintain 
its hold on the time franchise. Com- 
pany is reportedly looking for a 
show that would cost about $6,500 
to run during the summer months, 
to be considerably reduced. “Phil- 
co” legiters in the current series 
now average about $15,000-$20,000 
weekly. Jurisdictional row looms within 
the Authors League of America 
e | over the issue of autonomy in the 
| television field. Matter may come 
High Budget Stalls to a head next Wednesday (9) at 
| | the regular monthly meeting of 
| the League council in N.Y. 
Screen Writers Guild, the League 
has gone ahead with the formation 
| Plans for the top-budgeted tele- of a Television Writers Guild. Ad- 
‘vision variety show to be produced | mission of the TWG as a League 
| by Mike Todd from the stage of affiliate is to be considered at the 
‘the Winter Garden, N. Y., have| League council meeting. SWG 
‘been temporarily abandoned be- | council will take official action at 
|eause of the high budget involved.|@ meeting Monday (7) in Holly- 
Todd is scheduled to meet with} wood. It’s figured the Coast 
Blackburn later this week, how- however, as representatives of the 
\ever, and the two may work out) Authors Guild, Dramatists Guild 
|a suitable format that could be| and Radio Writers Guild, are ex- 
|produced at a cost within reach| pected to favor the proposal. 
of a sponsor. Although the TWG has. actually 
Projected hour-long show would been organized, it will have no 
|have been staged at the theatre elected governing body or any au- 
‘legit tenant, Todd’s “As the Girls| present, it is being run by a tele- 
|Go,” doesn’t give a performance. | Vision committee composed of rep- 
|Program, as Todd would like to | resentatives from all the affiliate 
|have produced it, would have cost, Guilds, with Rex Stout, former 
/between $25,000 and $30,000, and Authors Guild president, as chair- 
/NBC could not find a bankroller| Man. Organizing and administra- 
'to pick up such a heavy tab each | tive expenses are being paid from 
|charging admission to anyone want- Matter of admission of the TWG 
ing to see the show in the theatre,| has a couple of technical angles. 
| but NBC nixed that idea. | Question of forming the organiza- 
| NBC is anxious to do a show tion, admitting it to the League 
‘with Todd, but the showman avers re matters for League council de- 
‘he won’t do one unless he “can C!sion, subject to approval by the 
‘spend the money to get the peo- | AG, DG, and RWG. but excluding 








when the TV audience is expected 
| . 

| Todd Video Show Over the opposition of the 
NBC-TV program chief Norman) Opposition may be unsuccessful, 
/Sunday nights, when the current; tonomy for some time. For the 
'week. Todd suggested the idea of the League treasury. 


The just-approved setup of a five- | 
iman film staff, plus secretary, is | 
viewed as a test of desirability of 
the city going into  telecasting. | 
Evans has already started work | 
| rounding up equipment and per-| 
isonnel for the municipal film unit. 
Group will produce five-minute 
shorts on education, civic problems, 
accident- and fire-prevention, water 
conservation, and similar topics. 
| Siegel’s memo is a big boost for 
jthe video medium, citing surveys 
‘to show popularity of TV. 


Kraft Rating Cues 
Low-Budgeters 


New audience ratings of “Kraft 
| Television Theatre,” coupled with | 
| the fact that it is produced on a) 
| relatively small budget, is leading | 
| many sponsors and broadcasters 
‘to the opinion that top name ac- 
| tors aren’t necessarily the answer 
| to the best television legit shows. 
Now nearing the start of its third 
| year on the NBC-TV web Wednes- 
| day nights, “Kraft” 
|place in both the Hooper and 
| Pulse ratings for January in the| 
_metropolitan N. Y. area, represent- | 
ing the only dramatic show to hit 
the top TV 10 for the month. | 

By depending on capable fea- 
tured actors, rather than the top 
names available from Broadway 
‘and Hollywoo@, the J. Walter | 
Thompson ad agency, which pack- | 
ages the show, has been able to. 
keep the weekly budget to about | 
$5,000. Figure is about one-third | 
that spent each week on “Philco | 














an a 
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copped fifth | 


Washington, Feb. }. 
American Tel. & Tel., Western 
Union and Philco Corp., got in 
their last arguments yesterday 
(31), in the fight before the FCG 
to force the Bell System to inter. 
connect with microwave relays for 

television network transmission, 


Hearings on FCC regulations 
under which AT&T has refused to 
interconnect @with non-owned cir. 
cuits were held last December, 
The parties were given until the 
end of January to file briefs. 

Philco told the Commission in- 
terconnection between coaxial and 


| microwave should be required in 


the interest of television develop- 
ment. “The need for networks” in 
video is “so immediate and great.” 
it said, “that everyone desiring to 
enter this field should be given 
every possible encouragement.” It 
added that present regulations give 
AT&T a monopoly on video service 
and hinder nationwide networks. 

The firm declared its own relay 
circuit between New York and 
Philadelphia can’t be used to carry 
programs travelling over Bell Sys- 
tem facilities and that it was pre- 
vented from transmitting several 
programs last fall because of the 
existing . regulations. Western 
Union, it added, has been likewise 
unable to sell its microwave video 
service to broadcasters. 

WU charged AT&T with seeking 
a monopoly position in TV inter- 
connection which would also em- 
brace the manufacturing of micro- 
wave relay facilities through its 
subsidiary, Western Electric Co. 
WU said 75% of the circuit mileage 
of the planned telephone company 
network will be provided by mi- 
| crowave relay. 
| AT&T, defending the regulations 
as “just and reasonable,” said it is 
meeting the requirements of the 
television industry “as promptly 
as practicable.” Bell System plans 
for 1949 and 1950, it revealed, in- 
clude both radio relay and coaxial 
cable facilities for additional chan- 
nels along existing routes and for 
' channels to connect many cities in 
| the east and midwest as well as be- 
‘tween Los Angeles and Frisco on 
| the Coast. About 4,600 circuit 
| miles of system intercity channels 
are assigned to video network serv- 
ice, company said. 


TEXTRON BACK ON AIR 
VIA HARTMAN TV SHOW 


Another instance of an ex-net- 
work radio user returning to the 
air—but this time via video—has 
cropped up in the case of Tex- 
tron. 

Textile company has bought a 





Comics,” an across-the-board series bs : Spi ¥ r ‘ 
Funning 12 minutes each, in which P'S Re wants.” | | SNe hi ag more local auton: Television Playhouse” "or “Ford Gace Hartman for a Sunday ere 
animation of standard comic strips | reliminary trouble with the la-| all jurisdictional matters, including | elevision Theatre,” most costly | ning TV web spread, starting Feb. 


is achie¥ed through constant cam- 
era cuts. He can deliver those to 
a station or sponsor for $4,500 per 
week. He’s also working on a 


bor unions involved had already 
been worked out. Show would 
have been the first to be staged 
on a regularly-scheduled basis from 


tele, are the province of the en- 
tire League, including SWG as well 
as the other Guilds. 





'of the other hour-long legiters on 
| the air. Neither of the latter two) 
|has yet made the top 10 in the| 
east. 


27. Network, however, hasn't been 
chosen yet. Show will be in the 
nature of “The Hartmans at 
Home,” with guests, etc. 


Bee st S) 








~~ 


series of “Song Films,” which are 4 theatre housing a legit show, Only other answer to the sus- 
dramatic skits based on pop tunes. | Which presented unique problems| St, Louis—Joe Kramer, formerly| tained popularity of the Kraft 
According to Vallee, they can be With the stagehands and other with KIMO, Independence, Mo., show, it is pointed out, is the lack 
the answer to the TV disk jockey unions. | has joined gabbing staff at KWK of competition the program faces 


Textron pulled out of radio sev- 
eral years ago after sponsoring 
Helen Hayes in a Saturday night 
dramatic stanza on CBS. 








shows, or can be used to brighten | 





up test pattern transmissions. They | 


naturally must await the lifting of 
the American Federation of Musi- 


cians’ ban on the use of sound- | 


track music for video. 





‘National Barn Dance’ 


Gets ABC-TV Spread 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

“The National Barn Dance,” a 
WLS institution for 25 years, is 
going video on ABC-TV net later 
this month. Initially it is sched- 
uled for a half hour, but later will 
expand to full hour on the tele 
web. It’ll be carried on WENR- 
TV locally. 

To keep acts from getting seen 
too often, WLS, which packages, 
will revolve four different casts. 
ABC-TV, Chi, will produce in Civic 
Studio. 


| 





Chi’s TV Fashion Sponsor | 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Telefashions Shopping Service, 
local fashion publication, will 
sponsor half-hour weekly video 
show on WBKB, starting March 6. 
Jim Ameche and Rose Dunn will 
handle commentary; Larry Kurtz 
will direct; Miss Dunn will pro- 
duce; Stanley Joel is writer. i 


| 
| 


New Tele Packages 








Ray Knight, who staged the;Go to My Head” and other top 
“Cuckoo Hour” for radio during songs, will appear in the first of a 
the ’30s, preparing an intimate re- new series of TV shows featuring 
vue for ABC-TV featuring himself cleffers, titled “Tin Pan Alley” and 
and eight young performers. He’s 
also working on a video reprise of 
“Cuckoo, which was one of the first 
AM airers to satirize broadcasting. 

Television department of United success story. 

World Films, wholly-owned subsid-| “Theatre Arts” to feature some 
iary of Universal Pictures, produc- of the top performers in show biz | 
ing a series of five-minute shorts and produced under the personal 
dealing with the major holidays of | supervision of Charles MacArthur 

the year. Initial two films, high- playwright and editor of the mag 
lighting Valentine’s Day and Easter, | from which the show is adapted 

are nearing completion and will be being prepared by World Video. | 
ready soon for release. |Ernest Anderson and Gilbert Sel- | 

Jerry Rosen agency, talent rep- des slated to assist MacArthur with 
resentatives, offering six different John DeVries handling sets, cos- 
TV packages to ad agencies. They tumes and lighting. Tentatively set 
include “Mr. Showbusiness” and for the first in the series is a skit 
“Check the Records,” both starring with one of the N. Y. daily dra- 
Benny Rubin; “Come Out Fight- matic critics, Cole Porter doing his 
ing,” starring Maxie Rosenbloom; score from “Kiss Me Kate.” with 
“Clay-m Your Reward,” with Duke singers, a special spot with Paul 
Art and Junior; “Everybody's Love Gallico; Tom Ewell and his “Book 
Song,” starring Harry Prime and Review” skit from “Small Won- 
Lilyann Carol, and “Egyptian der,’ Burgess Meredith, Vinton 
Nights,” with Guili Guili. _Freedley and other top actors, pro- 


famous to perform the song and its 


| 
} 


'on competing networks. ‘“‘Kobbs | 
Korner” starts in the 9 to 9:30 slot 
tonight (Wed.) on CBS-TV, while 
_ABC-TV runs only film shorts. It 
is also noted, however, that Kraft 
| has no popular show immediately 
preceding it which would keep 
viewers’ dials tuned to NBC. Pick- 
up from the Village Barn, N. Y. 
nitery, occupies the 8:30 to 9 slot 
Wednesday nights and it has yet 


packaged by Noel Wesley. Pack- t®© Make its mark as a top-rated 
ager plans to use both the composer | Show. 
of a tune and the star who made it | 


“Kraft,” incidentally, will in- 
troduce a new play next Wednes- 
_day (9) by John Cecil Holm, who 
wrote the legiter “Three Men on 
a Horse.” New one, localed in 
Gramercy Park, N. Y., is titled 
“Gramercy Ghost” and the play- 
wright has invited a group of top 
Broadway producers to watch it 
on TV for its possible staging sub- 
sequently on Broadway. “Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice,” starring Ernest Truex, 
will be presented on the Kraft 
show tonight (Wed.). 


WBKB EXPANDS TV NEWS 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
WBKB announced an expanded 





ed ‘Ulmer Turner. 

Turner Starts 15-min. Sunday 
stint next week (6), besides 10- 
minute spot on Wednesday and 





J. Fred Coots, composer of “You , ducers, ete. 


‘ 


two five-minute, five-a-week spots. 


news sked on TV built around news| 





i Titles Seen In 
Danger on ‘Test’ Verdict 


Precedent-making decision hand- 
.ed down in N. Y. supreme court 


|last week, which virtually wipes 
/out rights to unused program t- 
_tles, will be appealed by plaintiffs 
, Robert Monroe and Latham Ovens, 
‘losers in a copyright violation suit 
‘against the “Hollywood Screen 
| Test” television show. 

| In tossing out the case, Judge 
Aron Steuer declared the trade- 
'mark protection of the “Screen 
Test” name had been abandoned 
by the plaintiffs because of their 
non-use of the title for four years. 
| Monroe and Ovens had filed action 
‘against Lester Lewis, producer of 
| the “Screen Test” show; emcee 
Neil Hamilton, and the ABC web, 
(on complaint that the show 1n- 
| fringed on the copyright of a radio 
| show they owned, which ran under 
the title of “Screen Test” 
| According to the two plaintiffs, 
the judge’s decision might wel 
nullify the copyright protection of 
'a limitless number of radio an 
TV programs, which haven't been 
on the air in recent years. ABC 
itself might be affected, they point 
ed out. 
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STUDIO SHOWS KAYO TV SPORTS 


‘ Look Out 
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“People’s Platform” (CBS) spent a half-hour Monday night 


(31) on “What Effect Will Television Have on the Home?” and 
It got nowhere for the same reason that 
other programs of the type have failed to enlighten viewers on 
matters pertaining to television. 


got exactly nowhere. 


How could any real information be obtained during a half- 
hour which included an opening and meaningless skit of a young 





} 


couple trying to figure where to put the video set in the living 


room, 


a swing around studio stage to demonstrate cameras, 


lights, and mike boom, a peek through control windows to em- 
phasize the number of men necessary to complete a simple pro- 
duction crew, and finally to a panel of four people gathered to 
answer questions by Quincy Howe and also questions from side- 
walk visitors to a receiving set dealer’s store remote from the 


studio? 
consisted 


All this in 30 minutes. 
of—James Hanrahan, 


The personnel of the panel 
of WEWS, Cleveland; Mrs. 


Leonard Lyons, wife of the newspaper columnist, Jack Gould, 


radio critic of the N. Y. 


“Times,’ 


’ and Max Balcom, president of 


the Radio Manufacturers’ Association. 


It was not all a waste, however, 


its handicap, 
business. 


because the program, despite 


loudly rang a warning for the executives of the 
It came ringing through a vitriolic 


and vehement 


broadside in which Mrs. Lyons condemned television in general 


and all children’s programs in particular, 


radio. 


this also including 


Mrs. Lyons saw nothing in any current child’s show in 


the east to warrant transmission and went on to say she also 
thought it a mistake to telecast the Presidential inaugural cere- 
mony at midday because she only knew of one man who saw it 
via video, her husband. She further suggested elementary French 


lessons as something television could do for 


the children but 


neglected to mention the type of safety belt to be used to hold 


them in their seats. 


But the warning is there. 


It is this. 


When an indivdual is of 


such opinion as to see no redeeming quality in any video juvenile 
program to the point where criticism ceases to be criticism. then 


that opinion makes a negative and negligible contribution to pro- 
gram, station, and network and becomes a smear upon, if not an 
affront to, the entire television industry. 


The solution? 
Screen your peice 








Amer Tobacco Mulls Big TV Spread; 
Coldbergs, Big Story’ Get Riggio Eye 


American Tobacco Co., 
represented in television with the 
new film series, “Your Show 
Time,” and a flock of spots, is 
mulling a bigtime TV. entry on be- 
half of both Lucky Strike and Pall 
Mall. 

Vincent Riggio, American To- 
bacco prez, was all set to grab 
CBS’ “The Goldbergs” if the net- 
work would retain it in the Mon- 
day night at 8 (pre-Arthur God- 
frey) time, but that segment had 


previously been committed to 
Philip Morris ‘for its new Jinx 
Falkenburg- Tex McCrary video 
show, which preems in a ftew 
weeks. 

Riggio meanwhile alerted his 
board of directors to view the 


show this week and a decisicn may 
be forthcoming in a few days on 
bankrolling the program in a new 
time period. 

Meanwhile, Pall Mall, which 
sponsors the Bernard Prockter 
package, “The Big Story,’ on NBC, 
is ordering an audition of “Story” 
for a projected video series, which 
would be filmed. has 


Company 
now whipped into final form its 
spot commercial campaign and 


wants to spread out program-wise. 
“Story” in video form would fol- 
low approximatély the same pat- 
tern as the radio series. Films 
would be made in New York. 


Too Much Work, Too Little 
Coin Now in TV, Sez Kyser 


Feb. 1. 
here for conferences 





iencesatte, 
Kay Kyser, 


with advertising executives of 
Pillsbury Mills, said television at 
Present offers “too much work, 


too little money Kyser holds his 
Kollege of Musical Knowledge, 
under nighttime format, is natural 
for television and said he has 
talked several deals. 

TV hasn't grown, however, he 
Said, to the point where it can 
make arrangements worth a per- 
former’s while. Rapid _ strides, 
however, he believes, promise 
early shoricuts 
additional talents. 

ve no yen to 
tKe industry” he said. 
Stoup up, then I'll go in.” 


up with 


currently? 


which will lure in. 
list of Morris packages now on the 


“Let it | 





Tex-Jinx TV Mag Format 


Tex -McCrary - Jinx 
video show bought by Biow for 
Philip Morris will have depart- 
mentalized magazine format, using 
stills and tilm clips as well as live 
interviews. It’s to be called “‘Pre- | 
view—The Living Magazine of the 
Air.” 

It’s scheduled for the 
night at 8 slot on CBS-TY. 


Morris Agcy. 
‘Alerts Entire 
Staff To Video 


Television has assumed such 
proportions at the William Morris 


Falkenburg 


Monday 


| 








| 
| 
| 
| 


agency, that entire staff is being 
orientated to that medium. Every 
member of the sales staff is being 
assigned to servicing of a show. 
Theory is that television embraces 
every medium of entertainment 
and a background of knowledge 
from other fields must be utilized 
in TV. 


Thus legit dept. agents will serv- 
ice dramatic programs, cafe and 
vaude toppers will handle vaudeo, 
etc. 

Realignment of the staff, in the 
case of the Morris office, tem- 
porarily solves a weighty servicing 
problem. Morris office toppers 
have found that handling of tele 


shows. unlike that of radio, makes 
terrific inroads on sales staff's 
time. The problem of meeting 
weekly cast changes, auditioning 
of acts, procuring scripts when 
necessary, and sitting in on cam- 
era. music rehearsals as well as 
all dry runs. has been found to be 
too much to handle by the com- 


bined radio and video staffs alone. 
Despite the comparatively large 
video is 


air. it's been found that 


‘still a losing proposition so far as 
(Continued on page 32) 


| lose their 


RESULT OF MORE 


PRODUCTION GOIN 


Indicating the way sports events 
hold on television audi- 
ences who have access to the best 
of current studio shows, new Pulse 
TV ratings for January reveals 
only NBC-TV’s Friday night boxing 
listed among the top 10 in both 


N. Y. and Philadelphia. By com- 
parison, four’ different sports 
events made the list in Chicago 


(before the new cable link brought 
N. Y.-originated shows to the mid- 
west), with four other Chi places 
going to feature films 

Comparative ratings point up the 
cyclical nature of TV audience 
preferences. Sports grab off the 
top ratings when tele is new in a 
city, since sponsors won't spend 
money for ambitious shows when 
the audience circulation is limited 
As the number of sets increase, 
more advertising ‘money goes into 
expensive studio shows which soon 
replace sports events. Thus, the 
next Pulse ratings for Chi are ex- 
pected to follow closely those of 
N. Y. and Philly, since sponsors are 
now able to pay for that extended 
coverage in the midwest 

With the exception of local pro- 


grams, Pulse showed the audiences 
in N. Y. and Philly, which rank 
first and second in the total set 


installation figures, to have virtu- 
ally the same _ preferences and 
taste for studio programs. ‘‘Texaco 


| Star Theatre,” “Arthur Godfrey's 
Talent Scouts” and “We, the 
People” placed first, second and 


third in both cities. Following are 


the January Pulse ratings in the 
three cities, based on the highest 
eames returns: 
New York 
Texaco Star Theatre 69.3 
Godfrey's Talent Scouts 43.3 
We, the People 36.7 
Man.-Geo. Washington BB o0.0 
Kraft TV Theatre ! . 34.7 
Toast of the Town ere 
Winner Take All........... 30.7 
Original Amateur Hour...... 29.3 
Friday Night Boxing........ 28.7 
Phil Silvers Show _........ 28.7 
Philadelphia 
sexuaco Star Theatre. «....6<é.. 64 
Godfrey's Talent Scouts....... 62 
Sh OE oS) 52 
rene the Bank. as... iccseed: Fs ie 
aoOest Of The TOWN. . .6 oso 6aess 49 
Friday Night Boxing .. 49 
| Mummers Parade (3 stations) . 46 
Original Amateur Hour....... 44 
iPou wmuvers Show............: 43 
(say O08 Mevue............ 42 
Chicago 

| Thur. Night Wrestl’'g (WGN-TV) 47 
| Super Circus 39 
| Feature Film (Friday, WBKB) 36 
| Vaudeo Varieties 36 
Feature Film (Mon., WGN-TV) 36 


Wed. Night Wrestl’g (‘WENR-TV) 35 
| Sunday 


Night Hockey (WBKB) 34 
Mon. Night Wrestling ‘WBKB) 32 
Philco Playh’se (kinescope rec.) 32 
Feature Film (Tues., WENR-TV) 30 
Feature Film (Tuesday, WBKB) 30 


CBS ‘Suspense’ Sale For 
TV Cues House-combing 


For Additional Packages 


CBS television, following the 
planting of this week 
as a new tele series scheduled for 
a March 1 preem, is now culling 
its entire AM _ house 
packages, both sustainers and com- 
mercial, to determine which others 
might be applicable for video. Web 
already has launched TY series on 





“Suspense” 


roster of 


the “Goldbergs” and “Morey Am- 
sterdam Show,” both of which first 
made their mark on AM. 


“Suspense.” half-hour 
series sponsored on the CBS-AM 
web for the last vear-and-a-half, 
by Electric Auto-Lite, goes as a 
regular TV feature in the Tuesday 
night 9:30 to 10 slot on CBS-TV, 
with the same bankroller paying 
the treight. The AM and tele 
shows will be separate and distinct 
productions, with the radio version 
continuing to emanate from Holiy- 
wood under the production. reins 
of Tony Leader, and the video ver- 

(Continued on page 32) 


mystery 


ipnwontovinnaniolnees i 


; 





CBS’ Crosley TV Threat 


Cincinnati, Feb. 1 
Opposition for Crosley’s Ciney- 
Dayton-Columbus video hookup, 


linked with NBC, will be given by 
CBS television affiliates WKRC- 
TV here, scheduled to open in 
April; WHIO-TV, Dayton, which 
bowed Monday (31), and WBNT- 
TV, Columbus, carded to start in 


June, according to a current re- 
port here. 

The Katz agency is‘’said to be in 
on the CBS linkings 


Crosley’s WLWT here celebrates 
its first birthday next week, and 
its video stations in Dayton and 


Columbus are slated to open tor 
business within a month or so 


Cincy Ball Club 
Going All Out On 
TV With Full Sked 


Feb. 1 
will 


Cincinnati, 
Figuring that 
bolster radio’s known 
ing power, the Cincy 
club is going all out this year on 
video, including it with AM for 
initial complete coverage of the 
77-game home schedule Up to 
last season. when television bowed 
locally, the Reds’ management ex- 
cluded airings of Sunday. holiday 
and some ot the 14 night tilts 
here. 


television 
gate-build- 
baseball 


Warren Giles, club president. 
last week awarded a one-vear joint 
contract for television to Croslevy’s 
WLWT, which did the job in 1948 
and the Scripps-Howard WCPO- 
TV, carded to have its commercial 
unveiling in May. It’s up to the 
two stations to arrange double or 
single telecasts as befits their 
bankrolled programming, with all 
voicing by Waite Hoyt for his tag- 
ger. Burger Brewing Co. The 
Hoyt-beer combo previously closed 
a three-year pact with the Reds 
for exclusive radio rights at Cros- 
ley Field. Giles and Jack Koons, 
Burger exec, inked the tele deal 
with James D. Shouse, Crosley 
chief, and Mortimer C. Watters, 
general manager of Scripps-How- 
ard Radio, Ince. 

Neither of them would tip off 

| the separate prices for radio and 
video, yet a grapevine report fixed 
the amount for both concessions at 
close to $100,000. 

The video deal also carries 
gratis rights for the two stations 
to work out their own arrangement 
on programs a half-hour’ before 
game starting time. Last season 
Dodge Dealers, with ‘Dugout 
Dope” by Lou Smith, Cincy En- 
quirer baseball editor. and “Fans 
in the Stands.” by Dick Bray for 
Rubel Baking Co., divided the 30- 
minute periods. This season, for 
the first time, Giles is reversing 
the right to cancel the pre-game 
programs on 24-hour notice. 


Camel Cigs 3G-A-Day 
NBC-TV Show Puts All 
Web Facilities on Tap 


New Camel news show, which re- 
places the Fox Movietone reel on 
the NBC-TV web starting Feb. 16, 
will combine all the news-gathering 
sources and methods ot presenta- 
tion available to the web, including 
mobile units for live pickups, film 
footage, charts and diagrams, name 
personalities and commentators. 
Show. as vet untitled. will cost the 
cigaret outfit about $3,000 dailv to 
reach NBC's 14 stations in the east 
and midwest. which makes it the 
most costly news program vet at- 
tempted. 

Slotted in the 7:45 to 8 p.m. seg- 
ment across-the-board, the show 





‘ (Continued on page 32) 


4A’s Draw Battle Lines for Tele 
Jurisdiction, as Merger Plan Dies 


+ Battle for television jurisdiction 


is slated to start at a 
morrow (Thurs.) of the Associated 


meeting to- 


Actors & Artistes of America 
Actors Equity, Screen Actors Guild 
and the American Federation of 
Radio Artists are forming a tele- 
vision committee for the purpose 
of governing performers in the 
field. No consolidation of the 


unions is involved. 


Simultaneously, the American 
Guild of Variety Artists will in- 
troduce a resolution calling for 


the 4A’s to take over the jurisdic- 
tion with various component unions 
policing individual shows. Both ac- 
tions follo., the defeat of the pro- 
posed merger of AFRA, Equity, 
and the American Guild of Musi- 
cal Artists following AGVA’s pro- 
tests and the adoption of the Mar- 
garet Webster report condemning 
the amalgamation. Merger was 
given the coup de grace when 
AFRA executive secretary George 
Heller was refused permission by 
the Equity council to answer points 
brought up in Miss Webster's re 
port, contents of which are still 
to be made public. 

Unification plan received = an- 
other turndown last week when 
representatives of SAG and AFRA 
appeared before members of the 
AGVA national board and repre- 
sentatives of the N. Y. branch ex- 
ecutive committee to urge recon- 
sideration, but were turned down. 
Instead, the AGVA boards pressed 
for a one-card setup with all unions 
represented in the tele jurisdiction, 
and will seek to have Barto's plan 
enacted by the 4A’s. 

Meanwhile AGVA has started its 
own policing of the vaudeo shows. 
It is sending organizers to the va- 
riety programs, checking on mem- 
bership cards. If performer has a 
card for any 4A union, he's okaved. 
If card is in arrears, act is warned 
to get up to date. 


Come Bars AM-TV 
Clash Via Disking 


Perry Como’s Friday evening 
Chesterfield broadcasts on AM and 
video took a new tack last week 
(28) to insure against one medium 


interfering wiih the other. Before 
he began doing the television 
shows, Como did both his 7 p.m., 
and the 11 p.m. repeat for the 
Coast, live. When he started the 
video shows Xmas Day he did 
both the AM and video at the same 
time at 7 p.m. Later, he switched 
to doing simuleasts at the 11 p.m. 
shows only, the video portion cov- 
ering only the New York area of 
course. 

Last Friday, however, Chester- 
field made a recording of the 7 
p.m. show, done without video. and 
put this on the network (NBC) 
for the 11 p.m. repeat. And the 
video show was done unhampered 
by worry over pleasing both an 
AM and tele audience at the same 
time. In a few weeks, Como may 
do his video broadcast at the 7 
p.m. show. If that happens. the 
regular AM broadcast will be put 
on a record in the afternoon and 
used on the nework for the first 
show, while the AM repeat is done 
live. 

Como may also do two nights of 
video in the near future, perform- 
ing for the cameras Monday and 
Fridays. 





Scott Buys ! 

Scott Paper Co. has bought 
second half of the “Dione Lucas 
Cooking Show” Thursday nights on 
the CBS-TV web. effective next 
Thursday (10), through the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson ad agency. 

Agency is currently lining up 
another of its clients to take over 
the first 15 minutes of the weekiv 
half-hour stanza, which has run as 
a sustainer on the web for more 
than a year. 


2 ‘Dione’ 
the 
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(Reprinted from N. Y. Sun 


work of the men in the pit, at the 
of Jan. 27.) 


tripods and on sound. ‘ 
The production plan, it is said, 


ADMIRAL BROADWAY REVUE 
Sid Caesar, Imogene Coca, Mary. 


—~?- Marge and Gower . ‘ use comedy sketches Ei ILL TEMPER FITS 
former Broadway revues. sa 

Produced and Directed by Max good trick for, besides royalty, this GODFREY POORLY 
Liebman also means permission which may 


be even harder to obtain. The 
background people, or chorus, ap- 
| peared to add up to some six boys 
‘and 12 girls including the four let 
|down from the flies in a huge 
‘erystal chandelier during a_ bur- 


Writers: Ray Carter, Mel Tolkin, 
Lucille Kallen 
60 Mins., Friday (Weekly) 8 p.m. 
ADMIRAL CORP. 
NBC-TV and DuMont, N. Y. 
(Kudner) 


Arthur Godfrey was in bad 
humor last night. At moments 
apologetic, telling how much 
work went into his Wednesday 
television program, he was 
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Tele Follow-up Comment 


PEEPLES EH SV THPTELOFIEFESE OG 04 444% 


“Studio One” again demonstrat- 
ed last Sunday (30) in its presen- 
tation of “Blind Alley” that as 
dramatic showcases go, it is more 
generic to the television medium 
that any stanza on the air. It has 
breadth and scope and that added 


This full-hour show offered good 
people and spotty material on its 
debut and therefore had its ups 
and downs. But the stickout angle 
on programs like these, which will 
be telecast both “live” and via 
transcription (film), is that the 
celluloid version is “apt to play 
best. That’s because that if a 
weakness crops up in the first- 
half, smart film editing can scissor 


lesque operatic finale. This initial 
program in the series is reported 
to have cost $15,000 on the pro- 
duction side which, of ccurse, in- 
cludes talent. Going out “live” 
over 24 stations on two networks 
(NBC and DuMont) and 17 more} 
via ‘film, if the whole bill is much | 
shy of $25,000 it would surprise. 

The William Morris Agency is | 
associated with the Kudner group 
in splitting the Tums and while | 





frequently defiant, and stuck 
out his tongue actually as well 
as figuratively at critics who 
have found fault with the 
show. Several of his remarks 
were aimed at Variety, the 
entertainment trade journal, 
read avidly in show business; 
these must have been incom- 
prehensible to most of the 
audience. 

The best part of the hour 


dimension that frequently . sug- 
gests to the viewer that he is ac- 
tually witnessing a  multiple- 
scenery film rather than a stage 





y item from the second-half to, ne gp . ; 
sel more ginger into the first-half.| the first night was on the polite | was the appearance of the 
ae * side desperation will pave the way| guest: comedian, Guy Ray- 
With the sketches taken from) fo; sjapstick to break through —| at whe was exivenay 
two former legit revues in which) ang a couple of prat falls won't} © _ _Was  extremels 
the principals appeared, “Make ) pyrt | funny. rhe rest of it, includ- 
Mine Manhattan” and “Small ‘ ing the sniping, did not seem 
Wonder,” the comedy was con- | calculated to keep the pro- 


gram in the second place it | 


sistent without exploding into boffs| RFD AMERICA 
won in the last TV Hooper | 


in the hands of Sid Caesar and | With Bob Murphy, quizmaster; | 

Imogene Coca. Miss Coca did a| Norman: Barry, announcer | report, or to retain for God- | 

lot for the show with her panto-| Directors: Don Meier, John Lew-| frey the admirers who like 

mimic travesty titled “Night Life | ellen | him for good humor. 

of a Faun.” William re ocpercntad Fe a Fri., 8 p.m. 

straight, as the faun, was valuable | Sustaining | 

and the number being placed next | WNBQ, Chicago HOTEL BROADWAY 

to closing meant that producer = “RFD America” is goo video, a we No yaw eo ae 
ir Max Liebman rightly | ap , ar anch Sextet, Rose 

director 7 8 but if it accomplished nothing | Rana, Avon Long 


. it as solid. Early in the show : 
agian 0 had tA slow in else, the Lou Cowan package | Producer-director: 
lowe 


starting. Caesar was well into a | adapted from radio will dispel the! kd d 
United Nations skit before he myth of today’s farmer being a Writer: Bob Rocke 
really began to make it roll and siow-witted rube with a straw in| 30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
in which Miss Coca was wasted for) his mouth and hayseed in his hair. hae > pam ge DRUGS 
lack of something to do. After a slow. start, “RFD” | a. — oo as »~”) 

Mary McCarty’s first specialty,| proved a fast-moving quizzer, with|  ,, - on nen oer 
a rummage through an attic trunk Bob Murphy and Norman Barry, | Hotel Broadway” is one of the 
to revive flaming youth memories, | garbed as film version farmers, and recent additions to the growing | 
wasn’t strong enough on lyric to| four well-dressed real-life farmers list of vaudeo presentations. With- | 
stand up or rate the position of | from Colorado, Wisconsin, Illinois, in the framework of its evidently 
closing intermission, intermission | and West Virginia. limited budget, it makes out okay 
here being a 52-minute commer-| Opening dragged as the guests but doesn’t offer much competition 
cial. Roy Atwell and a salesman assembled a jigsaw puzzle plywood 7 such pene 8 as ,“Texaco Star 
demonstrated an elabroate Ad-|' cow. Then the farmers, comfort- bc pana and oon of the Town, 
miral console set. .Atwell was the | ably seated around a cocktail table, | H ~ it will Pg eral tmes more. 
usual, floundering tongued Atwell were quizzed on what farm prod- re it Wi h 0 aggmnet = come 
and served his purpose but it was ucts came to mind when song titles “auin oh a, we walt eon he; e 
all rather talky and on the long! were mentioned; onions for ‘“Dan- er Tak, ras on NBC and “Win- | 
side. In a show such as this there | cing With Tears in My Eyes,” etc. ay , ‘ roll d on CBS, has yet to 
doesn’t appear any reason why the | Barry came out in western cos-| °° 6 Veer to Harvey M 
producer and sponsor should not | tume, and there was a good gagged- | , + ke tea ae és “oe ; ith 
consider dropping an “Intermis-| up discussion of its necessity and | ‘OW€ Nas mounted the show wit 


“idee : : | : some novel techniques. chief 
fare . -ost. > WSPa- | ore ; : 
sion” card, fade into a picture of|cost. Murphy showed a newspa among which is use of the Striders, 











Harvey Mar- 


|presentation. The backgrounded 
‘settings for “Alley” and the stun- 
ning integration of scenes and 
|montages were lulus. While one 


‘could regret that a lot of superla- | 
the | 
're-creation of this ex-legiter (pre- | 
|viously done on “Kraft Television | 


‘tive talents were wasted in 


| Theatre’) about a gangster who 
| meets his equal in a college prof 
who subjects him to the psycho 
| treatment, nonetheless Miner & Co. 
gave it a special excitement and 
camera translation that speaks 
wonders for video’s future. 

Bramwell Fletcher as the prof, 
Jerome Thor as the “sick” gang- 
ster and Jean Carson as his moll 
were all outstanding. 





New daytime television news 
service launched Monday (31) by 
WJZ-TV (ABC, N. Y.) in conjunc- 
tion with United Press doesn’t 
offer much of a solution to the 
problem of TV news presentation. 
Service consists of running news 
stories printed on _ cellophane, 
which travel upwards across the 
screen superimposed over a test 
pattern. Each of the stories are 
complete, including headlines, and 
ran at an average reading speed of 
174 words per minute, with one 
five-minute show slotted each hour. 

Service may break up the mon- 
otony of the t.p. transmission, but 
that’s about all. News would have 
had much more impact if read by 
an off-the-screen announcer, since 
the mere printed words failed to 
hold audience attention. Stories 
were probably as complete as those 
in any five-minute AM newscast, 
but because they were not read, 
they seemed skimpy. Most impor- 
tant, it’s doubtful whether the 
service will attract many viewers, 
since any daytime audience would 
\tend to tune t6 stations providing 


the product and let an off-screen | per ad listing butter at a quarter | 
Texaco is 
willing to be a side issue in the | Of 1933 was guessed by 
sight 


voice do the selling. 


Sid Stone routine, letting 


| of today’s market, and correct date 
all con- 
testants except youngster (w 


values do the main ad work. but) @ bank director on the side). 


if the boss insists that his baby | 
must be paramount then any ef-| electric churn had been making | 


Barry brought out table on which 


fort at comedy, or any human fig-| butter for past half hour, and one 
ure on the screen, merely reduces guest went into discussion of but- 


a colored quartet. to introduce the | full daytime programming, rather 


acts. The idea didn’t quite come than a news show with test pat- 


ho is| Off the night caught (27), despite | 
Quartet was | 
constant appear- Milton Berle on 


\the original lyrics. 
| good but their 


terns, 





his last show 


| 


ance on the screen dissipated the | before taking off for a three-week | 
impact of their own routine. In| rest, produced one of his top ef-| 


|addition, they lacked the intimate | fort on the “Texaco Star Theatre” 
quality that a personable emcee! run. Smart-integration of produc- 


'ter-making, buttermilk, and why 
farmers find it cheaper to buy the 
breadspread instead of churning it. | 
A lamb was brought on the stage, | 
and the young farmer-banker did 
|an excellent job of explaining how | 
fw oil the quality of lamb on the 
oof. 


Reason for fast pace of show is 
Murphy’s adeptness in quizzing; | 


the attention to the product. 


But while Miss McCarty closed 
the first-half she also opened the) 
second and that was too bad, again 
because of material. This was a 
girls’ baseball game. It just didn’t 
mean anything. Miss McCarty is un- 
doubtedly a better performer than | 
this particular material allowed her | 
to be. A switch between her “Flam- | 


| might have had. 

Singer Jerri Blanchard launched 
the show with a couple of okay 
tunes but overdid that business of 


tures. Rose and Rana_ terped 
through a couple of lackadaisical 
impressionistic dances, made note- 
worthy only because of the over- 


ing Youth” and Caesar's “Night &ags by Barry; and poise, com- head camera angle Marlowe used | 
range. | 


Out” in the second-half, a standard Plete relaxation and articulate dis- tg pring them into full 
bit with him, would have helped | ¢ussions by the farmers. Avon Long, colored singer-dancer, | 
the forepart and show as a whole.|_ While “RFD” would, on the sur- brightened the show with a neat 
Caesar’s main item was followed | face, seem of prime interest to interpretation of. two standard | 
immediately by Miss Coca’s “Faun” rural viewers, it should attract and tunes. Harry Ranch sextet at- 
and this was what made the show hold city dwellers. tempted the Spike Jones technique 
top heavy as the curtain neared. -A variation of radio’s “RFD.” of corning up “I Can't 
Caesar, incidentally, seemed to be set background was farm scene, at- Started’ but they should 
fighting a bad throat throughout traétive. yet allowing good con- been grouped more closely togeth- 
the performance. If he was, he trast with performers. Lighting er for better results. 
won. was excellent; camera work better Whelan Drug commercials, spot- 
Fundamentally the weakness o: ©" Closeups than long shots. Di- lighting various items, again 
this first in the Admiral series, "ection was uniformly good. pointed up the show’s limited 
however, was in the songs and the | Don. | budget. Sound was not synched to 
dancing. Not that the terpsichore | poy! ory ee the pe geod 
. , aoa | ‘in that shampoo plug was excep- 
nil ballet an tne Chimaphans waatd sa id YOU'VE HEARD tionally trite and stilted. Stal. 
of stepping were included for com With, Benny Rubin, Cal Tinney, | 
trast oe Sak on tne OF Geale care. | peg ig Mae ne PEARCE SHOW 
‘| Leon Janney, emcee With Mark Lawrence, i 
Not to be snubbed, though, was the pirector: Larry Schwab | Sine: Lasseneee pianist | 


number “Night Has a Thousand, i F " 
Eyes” both because it came the |RONARIDE tami ‘ F ‘Director : a bat om. 
nearest of four to being a melody | NBC-TV, from New York | Sustaining 


that counted and for the reason | 
that the dancing girls were gowned 
in wide slipper length dresses 
which whirled prettily. Feminine 
ballet dancers, for once, without 
legs. It was nice. This served, 
too, as the Champions’ entrance. 
The best camera for them was in 


Dropped from the video airlanes , ABC-TV, from New York 


in December, “Stop Me If You've! . Alice src legit ne Ras 4 

” 'singing comedienne making her TV | 
an Mage Pang has See Oe ‘debut in a weekly show on the NBC 
NEL with a sponsor and with network, has an oblique style of 
its old format intact. Show is still |humor that’s likely to appeal only 
an amusing session of gag-telling to a limited audience. She’s an off- | 
by an accomplished group of racon- hand, deadpan performer with a_ 


| waving her hands in the air, ap-| 
parently meant to be dramatic ges- | 


tion and high calibre acts gave 
| this program a showmanly touch 
| throughout. . 

Berle got off to a fine start with 
his opener. His initial 


and Stanley, comprising a midget, 
average and a king-sized gent, are 
considerable. However, the cam- 
eras had occasional difficulties in 
following their comedy, but they 
showed enough to please. 


There were some off moments | 


during the Unger Twins’ stint, but 
once they got into their mirror bit 


sponse. 

Rest of the show contained name 
values with Lou Costello heighten- 
ing the comedy effects. Costello, 


for this show, resurrected some of 
the old standard gimmicks that 
have pleased for many years in 


reprised the old addition bit which 
proved that 13 times seven 
equalled 28. It’s surprising how 
these bits hold up after all these 
years. Julie Wilson came out as 
one of the most _ photogenic 
femmes show has had. Her songs 
and banter with Berle added up to 
top vaudeo. Frances Faye didn’t 
get a chance to exhibit much dur- 
ing her song and piano turn, and 
came off the screen looking like 
Belle Baker. 
The’ entire 


talent collection 


reached its apex in the beer garden | 


is monolog | 
hit its mark immediately to warm | 
| up the stage for acts that followed. | 


| The visual values of Lowe, Hite 





the balcony on the right but the 
director made sparing use of it. 
A dancer spends weeks working 
on a routine, practicing, and finally 
figures he’s ready. Then a camera 
moves up on him cutting his 
body off at the waist and turning 
him into a twisting torso, a pair 
of gesticulating arms and a per- 
spiring face. Four NBC cameras 


worked the show which took place | 


at the International theatre, for- 
merly the Cosmopolitan. 

It would be unfair to remark 
on the work of Estelle Loring and 
Loren Welch, the singing ingenue 
and juvenile, as the songs given 
them offered little or no oppor- 
tunity. That no comment is nec- 
essary is the best answer to the 


teurs who know their way around a 
dialect and a punchline. Regular 
participants on the panel are Benny 
Rubin and Cal Tinney with two or | 
three other guests called in weekly 
to try outguessing the gags which 
are sent in by viewers. Leon Jan-| 
ney, as emcee, does a firstrate job. 
of narrating the jokes. utilizing va- 
rious styles of narration. 

Program is allegedly ad-libbed 
completely, but the rehearsal of 
the routines in some cases is too 
apparent. On the opening stanza, 
of the current series, Rubin, for ex. | 
ample, broke into a takeoff of 
Eddie Leonard which was obviously | 
set up in advance. Rubin. who 
dominates the panei, is a funny 


‘Continued on page 32) 
ad 


trick set of pipes that dialers will finale in which the Diamond Jim 


either cotton to or leave strictly 


Brady era was hoked up. Costello, 


alone. Her stuff will prove either | Berle. Miss Wilson and Miss Faye 


irresistible or irritating, too subtle | contributed handily to the song! 


or too obvious, depending upon the | and comedy work, whiie additional } 


point of view. 


On her opening’ show, 


Miss Collins completed the 


bits by the Caites Bros. and Jack 


sequence 


Pearce delivered several of her Topper came with the briefie by a 


familiar nitery 


“Wait For the Dial Tone, Nelly” 
and a new number “I’m In Love 
With a Coaxial Cable,” in her typi- 
Her props are 
and 
strange musical instruments which 
‘she casually tosses around. Mark 
Lawrence, accomping at the piano, | 
nice job of backing up| 
some solo vocals in 


cal dissonant style. 


old fur pieces, chapeaux 


did a 
and handled 


Straight manner. Herm. 


routines such as| Pair of beef trusters. the Kewnie 
| Dolls, which made for a punch; 


exit. 

Again the show came out even 
with the time clock. Berle was able 
to do his “Near You” theme and 
— got in its singing commer 
cial. 





Rudy Vallee, who's becoming a 
staple video guest artist, did a neat 


job of pinchhitting for the ailing | 


Phil Silvers on “The Arrow Show” 

|on NBC Thursday night (27) but 
he was working with inferior ma. 
terial. Despite the combo of Vallee 
and comics Joey Faye and Jack 
Gilford, the show fell flat. Series 
of vaudeville skits in which the 
comics aerenese were overlong 
and lacked adequate punch lines 
to make them worthwhile. Opening 
bit with Gilford imitating Vallee 
with the latter standing by was 
|good, but nothing that followed 
matched it. Mack Triplets ren. 
dered a couple of tunes in stanq- 
ard okay style. 

Vallee showed up once again 
however, as a surefire TV star. His 
know-how before a camera, the 
w.k. set of pipes and versatile 
thesping talent parlay -him into a 
natural bet for variety shows, 








Pick and Pat’s “Minstrel Show’ 
on ABC, with Jack Carter as emcee 
,and Mary Small as singing star, 
turned up several show-stopping 
acts last Thursday eve (27). The 
|Three Winter Sisters socked over 
a flashy acrobatic dance session. 
The girls are shapely terps and 
danced with plenty of bounce. 
| Hal Leroy, whose loose and easy 
tapping has long been a vaude 
standard, did two ingratiating num- 


| bers. Another good act in the 
dance division was The Three 
Wiles, two men and a girl who 


opened with a novelty tap includ- 
ing some magic tricks and elosed 
with a slick wooden soldiers rou- 
tine. 

Good for a solid six minutes of 
laughs was Kenneth Whitmer. 
Dressed in a whacky professor's 
gown, Whitmer played a musical 
cigar, an umbrella whistle, a min- 
iature fiddle and an _ exploding 
(flute. He wound up playing Dinah 
on trombone, clarinet, sax and 
trumpet a la T.D., B.G., J.D. and 
Harry James. 

Regulars on the show, Pick and 
Pat, Carter and Miss Small, were 
all good. The blackface team was 
particularly funny in a_ blackout 
sketch with Carter, making liberal 
use of’ pratfalls. 





“Chevrolet On ®°Broadway” 
breezed through a neat comedy 
playlet on NBC Monday night (31). 
Titled “All’s Fair’ (TV adapta- 
tion by Lawrence Du Pont), half- 
|hour session was a tasty creampuff 
of sharp lines snappily rendered 
by two vet thespers, Mary Boland 
and Roland Young. Overall pro- 
duction was a model of economical 
‘and efficient tailoring of one-acters 
for video purposes. 
| Plot revolved around the efforts 
|of Miss Boland to ween away her 
; daughter, a screen starlet, from a 
| Hollywood heel back to her home- 
town flame, a doctor. Young played 
a dyspeptic agent who winds up 
|handing Miss Boland a film con- 
|tract. Two youngsters in the cast, 
| Patricia Kirkland and Kevin Mc- 
|Carthy, blended nicely into the 
| witty proceedings. Two settings of 
'a parlor and bedroom were com- 
| petently designed. 





| Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” Sunday night (27) on the 


Raced with Berle substituting for one of CBS-TV web featured an overdose 
ave the boys, the act got maximum re-| of comedy and too little variety, 


/but still managed to maintain its 
|recent entertainment upbeat. Pro- 
gram marked the debut as director 
‘of Al Leftwich, who replaced 


| working sans partner Bud Abbott | Roland Gillett (now with Young & 


|Rubicam). Leftwich was partially 
|stvmied by a faulty transmitter, 
|which lost the picture on both the 


_ virtually every form of show busi-| opening and closing numbers, but 
ness. In conjunction with Berle, he | 


his camera direction was okay. 

Bill Graves Trio, new act com- 
prising a colored dancer and his 
two pint-sized youngsters, got the 
program off to a fast start. Act has 
a neat surprise element, which 
should make it sock for any vaude 
or nitery dates. as well as further 
TV bookings. Femme comedienne 
Jean Carroll, doing a “Toast” re- 
peat. was so-so with her standar' 
routines, featuring some old gags 
and some not so old. Gal has pat- 
terned her delivery after most 0 
the male comics but on her it 
‘didn’t look too bad. Carol Bruce, 
| given a second-rate intro by Sulli- 
van, overcame the bad start to 
wham across a couple of tunes, 
doing a narticularly good selling 
iob on “My Bill” from “Show 
| Boat,” which she sang in the recent 
revival of the show. 

Irwin Corey impressed as & toP 
TV personality with his zany pan 
tomime and speech. Dick Buckley § 
fake ventriloquism, with _ Ki 
Gavilan, Buddy Baer, Bonita Gran- 





; 


iville ‘brought up from the studio 
,audience) and Sullivan himsel 
lserving as the “dummies.” Was 
‘notable only because of Miss 
| Granville’s good work. Tony Mar- 
tin. winding the show with a brace 
‘of tunes, irritated some viewers 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Your Messages In Variety Direct Your Drive Right To Your Objective— 


CIVE YOUR FACTS AND FIGURES THE FAST. POWERFUL IMPACT NEEDED 
TO CRACK THE MOST LUCRATIVE FIELD IN RADIO TODAY. 


at NATIONAL SPOT BIZ? 








As a radio executive, you are busy building sales facts that 
you hope will mean increased revenue. 


But are you hammering away at it? Chipping off, reducing 
the resistance that hurts? 


The Men Who Spend the Major Share of Radio Dollars. 








MAKE VARIETY WORK FOR YOU 
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Ad 


Than in Radio Cras 


Ad agencies seeking to gain a, 
foothold in television programming 
against the onrush of network 
house packages are finding it a 
considerably more expensive 
proposition than in radio. In order 
to buck the webs, the agencies 
have found they can’t project a 
off a piece of paper or an 
could do in 


show 
audition disk. as they 
radio. but must give the client suf- 
ficient visual dressing. including 
a modicum of sets and costumes, 
to punch the show across. 

Networks go to somewhat the 
game expense but their work is 
made considerably easier through 
the availability of the necessary 
facilities and the fact that they can 
use a show as a sustainer, thereby 
actually putting it on the air for 
the advertisers’ onceover. Thus, 
for example, CBS-TV ran through 
a complete production of both the 
“Goldbergs” and the “Morey Am- 
sterdam Show” on closed circuits 
before putting them on the air as 
sustainers, at which point they 
hoped to interest potential spon- 
sors in picking up the tab. 

Networks also have available to 
them the  kinescope recording 
process, for auditioning programs 
for which there may not be a sus- 
taining time slot. Through use of 
the transcription process, the webs 
can stage a show on a closed cir- 
cuit. record it on film and then 
show the film to clients for sale. 
Agencies, of course, can follow the 
same procedure, but it means the 
renting of both a studio and a re- 
cording system. Cost of that to 
date has made the recording pro- 
cedure prohibitive for the agencies. 

Because of the increased compe- 
tition brought to the agency busi- 
ness by TV, the agencies are forced 
to compete with each other for 
accounts, as well as competing 
with the webs for programming 
control. Pointing up the expense 
to which they are forced in order 
to handle both forms of competi- 
tion, one top agency recently spent 
$10,000 of its own money on a 
series of spot film commercials for 
a client. Spots have been au- 
ditioned by the client but the 
agency doesn’t know vet whether 
they'll be acceptable 


Prince to NBC-TV 


Charles Prince, talent 
who worked formerly with Greg 
Bautzer in Hollywood. has been 
added to the program staff of NBC- 
TV by national program chief Nor- 
man Blackburn. 

Prince was signed by Blackburn 
before the latter returned to N.Y. 
last week from the Coast. He’s 
the second Hollywood addition to 
the staff within the last week, with 
Ernie Byfield, Jr.. coming in as a 


attorney 


Agencies Find Gong Rougher 





hing in With Shows 
| New Tele Business 


Five new series of spots were 
listed by Chi station WBKB re- 
cently. Sponsors include Spiegel, 
Inc., through Schwimmer & Scott 
agency; Reliable Slip and Drapery 
o., through Deuss, Gordon 
agency; Kraml Dairy, Dulane 
Manufacturing Co., and Selanes 
Beauty Supply Co. 

Marshall Field, through Foote, 
Cone & Belding, using five-a-week 
“Uncle Mistletoe” on Chi station 
WENR-TV. 


WENR-TV starts newscaster Paul 
Harvey twice-a-week for Stewart- 
Ashby Coffee Co., through Roche, 
Williams & Cleary agency. 

WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee: an- 
nouncements for Capital Sales; 
Zion Plumbing & Heating through 
Loise Mark & Associates agency; 
John Graf Co. through Al Herr 
agency; and Milwaukee Brewery 
through Allen Rieselbach agency; 
station breaks for Spice and Span 
Cleaners through Barnes agency; 
Good Housekeeping Shops through 
Alvin Plotkin agency; and Boston 
Store through Loise Mark agency; 
renewals of announcements for 
Poineer Scientific Corp. through 
Cayton agency; Otto I. Kiehn Co. 
through Keck-Franke agency; 
Soerens Motor Co. and P. J. Kauf- 
man Co., Ine. 

WBKB, Chicago; announcements 
for Botany Mills, Inc., through Sil- 
verstein-Goldsmith agency; Air 














Comfort Corp.; and Philco Dis- 
tributors, Ine. 
Spade Cooley television show 
over Paramount station KTLA, 
Hollywood, will be sponsored by 
Hoffman Radio Corp., starting 


Monday (14). Cooley will retain his 
Saturday night telecast, over same 
station on sustaining basis. 

“Bozo the Clown” gets sponsor- 
ship of Rancho Soups. Show is 
beamed weekly from CBS’s KTTV, 
Hollywood. Program is an Al 
Simon package = starring Pinto 
Colvig 

Several 
signed for 


new advertisers have 
spot commercials over 
WTMJ-TV. Milwaukee. New ac- 
counts are Spic and Span Dry 
Cleaners (Barnes ad agency); Cap- 
jitol Sales. tor Lincoln cars (no 
jagency!; Zien Plumbing & Heating 
'(Loise Mark & Associates); Good 
|'Housekeeping Shops (‘Alvin Plot- 
kin agency): Boston Store (Loise 
Mark’); John. Graf Co. (Al Herr 
agency’, and Independent Mil- 
waukee Brewery (Allen Rieselbach 
agency’. Renewals for a series of 
spots include Pioneer Scientific 
Corp.; Otto L. Kiehn Co., Soerens 
Motor Co., and the P. J. Kaufman 
Co. 
Gettelman Brewing, Milwaukee. 
through’ Scott agency, sponsoring 
five nights of Golden Gloves box- 
ing on WTMJ-TV. This is second 
| year 
' gloves tab. 


KTLA Cops Station Award 
As Acad Debuts ‘Emmy’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Academy of Television Arts and 
| Sciences presented the medium’s 
first video awards at its Hollywood 
| Athletic Club dinner. The “Em- 
|my,” a word derived from Image 
Orthicon, was awarded in four 


categories and accompanied by a| 
plaque given to the station that) 


|made the most outstanding overall 


| achievement in 1948. First awards 


dinner was attended by some 507 


| industryites. a mixed black-tie and 
business-suit crowd. 

Station award went to KTLA. 
Paramount station’s plaque was 
accepted by Klaus Landsberg, sta- 
tion director. 
| Technical Emmy was presented 
to Charles Mesak of Don Lee for 
“outstanding advancement” in the 
video field. Mesak developed the 
phasefinder. 

Emmy for the local tele scene’s 
“outstanding personality of the 


year” was bestowed on Shirley 
Dinsdale. Miss Dinsdale is the 
|voice behind the puppet “Judy 


Splinters.” 

“The Necklac® won an Emmy, 
too, as “the best film made for 
teevee.”’ Film is one of the series 
titled “Your Show Time,” being 
produced by Marshall Grant- 
Realm Productions for American 
Tobacco. 

Fifth and final award of the eve- 
ning went to Stokey-Ebert Enter- 
prises for “Pantomime 
which was named “the most pop- 
ular tele program.” 


‘United World Films 
Sets Up Release Sked 
For Video Distribution 





film distribution outfit was set this 
week by United World Films, 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Univer- 


sal Pictures. «Plan gives broad- 
|casters the option of buying as 
|many films as they desire, with 


rentals pro-rated on the set circula- 
tion and population in each TV 
market area 

Releases have been scheduled for 
the first half of the year by UWF 
tele sales chief Lewis Blumberg. 
They include 13 children’s features 
of 20 to 60 minutes each, produced 
for J. Arthur Rank’s moppet film 
program, for the first half of Feb- 
ruary, and two serials, one of five 
reels and one of six reels, for the 
second half. Set for March are 13 
subjects in the “Stranger Than 
Fiction” series and for April, a 
| package of 11 to 13 sports reels 
and a series on “Secrets of Life,” 
produced in England. 

May will have the “Atomic Phys- 
ics” film, broken down into four 
episodes for tele, plus a Julius Hux- 
ley science series. Set for June 
are two series of travelogs, one 
with 10 reels on England and 
France, and the other with 13 reels, 

| titled “Going Places.” For July, 


of Gettelman picking up UWF will have a series on football | 


| 


‘in advance of the new season. 


Quiz,” , 


First national release date sched- | 
ule lined up by a major television | 


Inside Television 


NBC has turned down Jerry Fairbanks Production’s “Crusader Rabbi” 
television series. Pact between producer and net gives web first ree 
fusal on all vidpix turned out by Fairbanks concern. As a result of the 
NBC snub, Fairbanks will peddle the pix himself. -The films are five. 
/minute animated shorts. Firm will make 130 reels and offer them tg 
video outlets. 





Emerson Radio prexy Benjamin Abrams revealed to his board last 
week that preliminary figures indicated the company’s earnings for 
/ 1948 would be the largest in its history. Abrams attributed the jn. 
crease to the introduction of television models, but declared that no 
more than 25% of the company’s dollar volume last year represented 
TV sales. Emerson has sinced jumped that figure to 50° of its total 
sales and it is expected to be increased still further this year, 

During the board meeting, Abrams was presented with the 10,000. 
000th radio feceiver to come off the Emerson production lines. : 


When NBC radio and television performer Bob Smith heads for a 
two-week Caribbean vacation after the “Howdy Doody” TV show Fri. 
day (4), he’ll record the puppet’s voice to fill in while he’s away and 


Hank McCune, added to the cast of the moppet show, wil! handle 
Smith’s other chores on the program. 
Dan Seymour, now emcee on “We, the People,” will take over 


Smith’s spot on the Thursday night “Gulf Road Show” on NBC-TY, 
Regular NBC personalities will fill in for him on his AM stints for the 
web. 


Details on the two systems of theatre television were outlined to the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers) Monday 31) by RCA 
engineer Ralph V. Little, Jr., who declared RCA is still studying both 
the direct projection and intermediate film methods. Speaking at the 
Hotel Statler, N. Y., Little said that the capabilities of the projection 
system are equal to the best studio television equipment but, “of 
course, any deterioration of the signal between the camera and the 
projector causes an inferior picture on the screen.” 

Right now, Little declared, RCA is attempting to develop a viewing 
tube for the projection method which would be capable of handling 
greater beam currents and operating at higher potentials so as to in- 
| crease the light output, “while at the same time developing smaller 
| less costly reflective optical systems and directional screens with in- 
| creased light gain.” Little averred that large-screen images produced 
by both methods “are entirely acceptable to critical audiences” at this 
| time. ; 


CBS Sued for 256 In | 
Rental of TY Sports Clips 


CBS has failed to return some 
2,700 feet of sports clips originally 
rented to it in 1946, Advance Tele- 
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vision Picture Service, Inc., is 
charging in a $25,000 damage suit 
filed in N. Y. supreme. court. 
Operators of a film library. the 
plaintiffs claim the defendant 
wrongfully converted 1,000 feet of 
the footage into 35m for its own 
use. 

Deal was strictly on a _ rental 


basis, according to the complaint, 
and CBS was obligated to return 
the prints. Action came to light 
last week when Justice Ferdinand | 
Pecora granted the defendant's 
motion for a further bill of par- 
ticulars. Court added that if the 
plaintiff was lacking in knowledge | 
of any of the items he may so} 
state under oath. 








ELSON'S SPORTS QUIZ DEBUT | 
Chicago, Feb. 1. | 

Bob Elson will debut a sports 
quiz show over ABC-TV Feb. 14, |! 
titled “Identify.” Program calls for. 
guests placing famous sport sitda-| 
tions from films and stills. | “Wherever there is music, said William 
A. Stein & Co. will sponsor, | 








Cullen Bryant with a poet's eve for the 
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tion from the 





post. 


has been deVeloped. 


@ Candidates should write Box. No. V-27, V 


m 4-A Agency seeks man who has been in the creative end of movies or theatre 


two years ago. 


qualified to take over the reins of our Agency’s television activities which, we 
believe, requires a completely different approach than does radio. 
thorough understanding of advertising’s objectives and functions. 

that television will sell more goods at less cost than any other medium once it 
He has a good idea how it will be developed and when. 
He is completely conversant with outstanding talent, sources and costs, and. 
all details involved in the use of top talent. He 
effective television presentations from spots to full length shows; how com- 


mercials can be woven into entertainment so that they get maximum atten- 


audience. 


@ He is young in spirit and mind, aggressive, and presents his thinking clear- 
ly and effectively whether he is selling the agency’s account executives or 
clients. He is a good organizer and can work well with people, gaining their 
respect for his sound judgment and clear thinking, 
ward to the opportunity of joining an aggressive advertising agency 
building a television department which will be responsible for a v 
of its total billing. 


Interview will be arranged quickly, 


He is now knee-deep in television. 


ariety, 154 West 46th St., New 
York 19, giving detailed information which they think qualifies them for the 


practical, “there is a throng of listen- 
ers.” And wherever there is good music, 
as there is always over WOXR and 
WOXR-FM, there is a throng of lis- 


| teners to delight the heart of any adver- 
He has a 


He believes 


through Louis A. Smith agency. | 
| 


He is fully 


tising man. More than half a million 
families tune constantly to these stations 
...80 Constantly, no other station can 
reach them so effectively. These fami- 
lies love good things as they love good 
knows how to put together : 
music... and can afford to buy them. 
That's why advertisers find these families 
a most inviting segment of this biggest 
and richest of all markets. May we pitch 
your sales-seeking song to this music- 


hungry throng? 


\(XR 


AND WQXR-TM 


Above all, he looks for- 
and 


ast amount 
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Of the ten top-rating 
television shows... 
five are produced by 


Young & Rubicam. 


Hooper Press Release, Jan. 25, 1949 





YOUNG & RUBICAM, INC. apvertisinc 


New York Chicago Detroit Sanfrancisco Hollywood Montrecl Toronte Mexico City London 
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gent, however, and carries the, toon idea was a deep sea diver 
show. Some of his narrations could necking with a mermaid with his 
be drastically trimmed for better boss going underwater to say, 
effect. Tinney has an affable drawl- | “Johnson, youre fired!” Bill Holl- 
ing style of delivery that serves as | mans impromptu sketch for the 


a neat contrast to Rubin’s style. |same tagline showed a foreman) gecisions by less than the whole. 


Although predominantly verbal, on a skyscraper construction 
show is being geared for sight|shouting to a_riveter hurtling 
values also. Some of the gags are | down past him, Hollman won the 
acted out by the panel with the use | round. 
of props. Although this reduces be-| Lightning cartooning makes 
lief that the slow is spontaneous, | fascinating TV. Between rounds 
it helps eliminate the dragging ef- several fun-provoking tricks were 
fect of solid talk. used. Jay Irving, a regular on the 

Plugs for the building materials show, was blindfolded and re- 
firm are rendered by a couple of quired to draw one of his charac- 


characters. called “Wear” and ters. “Willie Doodle.” Casson was’ 


“Tear,” who give a negative build-| given a scribble and had to make 
up to the bankroller’s product. It’s, a cartoon out of it. Hollman and 
a clever twist but it was used too Casson were given blinders and 
often on the opening show asked to caricature a man they 
————— had never seen, from Irving’s ver- 

bal description. The man’s reaction 

DRAW ME A LAUGH to the cartoons and the cartoonists’ 
With Jay Irving, Mel Casson, Bill reaction to their unseen model 

Holman, Oscar Brand; Walter provided a bright moment. 


Hurley, emcee. | : a? +: 

ce ae | Show doesn’t lack audio appeal, 
Producer: sone | 2 — leither. Folksinger Oscar Brand, 
mevenser: tg ey ~eal | accompanying himself on the gul- 
- ron sr dla ead — | tar, creates clever ad lib lyrics 
as ' describing the cartoons and the 


| giveaways. There were, however, 
“Draw Me a Laugh” draws! six prizes on _ ted = six 
nty. Basic ide e show is ballads by Brand lauding the mer- 
greats ears om a yo “ee . o»| Chandise was wasting good talent. 
a kind of “Can You Top rhis’ His folksong technique is a na- 
with cartoons. Viewers send in tyral for commercials and some 
cartoon idea and gag line, with sponsor should latch on to Brand 
Mel Casson, who draws “Jeff In a — ' p Pen 
‘rockett” strip, executing the car-|. Smooth out a few productio 
pana ig es ore » ; . kinks, knock out a few unneces- 
toon in two minutes. Simultane- sary complications and ABC 
ously the gag line, but not the; should have a lively show in 
cartoon idea, is given to the guest ' “Draw Me a Laugh.” 
who gets two minutes to whip off a 
sketch. Then a panel of four from 


the studio audience judges which 
is the funnier cartoon. Senate-FCC 


In one round the viewer's ¢car- 
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"Certainly a unique radio pro- J, omy the matter of clear channels 
gram." be handled by Congress; that legis- 


—Rita Van Pelt, lation be delayed until after the 
Constitution, Atlante, Ge. Canadian international conference 


"WHAT MAKES e, 8 has been held; that the Commis- 


sion then be invited to suggest 


Wi lms 
YOu TICK? i! i \ legislative changes; that, if deemed 


Le essential to give other countries 
For Ivory Flakes '. ” the U. S. position on clear channel 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. (/ | -—H superpower, this nation declare its 

2:45-3 P.M. ae advocacy of 50kw power limitation 


Written and Directed by ree - Ft 
ADDISON SMITH st ees BT a 
On the question of television al- 
locations, too, the report hit the 
FCC for being “overawed and too 
EDDIE CANTOR! HELP!! much impressed” by engineers 
° **f “who are the employees of major 
I’m so happy, I could weep. commercial interests in the indus- 
I got something for you, but ean’t | try” and for not always balancing 
reach you. You want it, only I'm The ee “ Ane : 
held back letting you have it. |) its testimony against _the bi oad 
Ans. me. public policy of what is best for 
Ida will be pleased when you sing— the general interest.” 
"I'M SO HAPPY, | COULD WEEP." | The report recommended that 
The Polio Kids will be so happy, that [| the committee continue investiga- 
they will weep knowing % profits | tions, begun last year, of influences 


of song are for them, ; 
I wrote complete song—with hopes— | OPerating on the FCC. “Only by 














and will sing it im Col Bradley's [| such pitiless exposures,” it said. 
Minstrels, Didsbury s Theatre, W ulden, “can we hope to make certain that 
N. Y¥., Feb, 16. I really need your 2 

help. No gag. Contact me. You yet-to-be-made decisions of the 
must get song somehow. greatest and most paramount im- 


ee ee portance to the American people 








in the field of electronics generally 
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With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY for all signatories, with each coun- ( 
try to use its own clear channels ride. The D. M. Railway Co. has '° SUPPlement its present news 


| and radio and television specifically | ‘Luncheon at Sardi’s’ 


will be really in the general public 
interest and not for the benefit of 
vested interests.” 

On a third front—a projected re- 
organization within the FCC 


through the adoption of a panel 
system —the subcommittee also 


turned thumbs down, expressing its , 


opinion that “any attempt to make 


Conimission would not be in accord 
with the Communications Ac. 
‘However. the report acknowledged 


the need for speeding up work and | 


‘suggested a procedure similar to 
that of appellate courts in which 
writing of decisions are assigned 
to a group or subcommittee within 
the Commission. 





_ Expanded to Full Hour, 


| WOR’s (N. Y,) “Luncheon at’ 
'Sardi’s” will go to a full hour 
starting April 13, although it will 
remain as a 30-minute stanza on 
Mutual. 

“Sardi’s” is the station’s~ most 
successful cross-the-board after- | 
noon show, both commercially and 
program-wise. The expansion fits 
in with the station’s policy of | 
bringing big names to daytime, 
shows and also answers listeners 
requests for longer interviews with | 
guests. | 














‘Suspense’ 
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Bus B’casting 





sion originating in N.Y. and pro- 
duced and directed by Robert 
Stevens. 
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comes part of the bus system, the 
city will realize additional revenue. 
In 47-48 fiscal year, City Transit 
System —which covers subways, 
busses and trolleys—operated with 
a deficiency of $30,500,000. 

Question of captive FM was 
raised in mid-1948 when bus fare 
hike was being debated. At that 
time bus operators felt it politic to 
shelve issue, feeling that passen- 
|gers might put up a kick and ar- 
gue that additional ad revenue 
would eliminate need for the 
boost. 


It’s understood that city has re- | 


ceived a variety of proposals, rang- 
ing from contracts giving the tran- 
sit system cut in revenue to offers 
to install all equipment free. 

Among broadcasters considered 
eager for transitcasting is Herb 
Petty of WMGM. Petty is said to 
be talking to the privately-operated 
Fifth Avenue Bus Corp., with 
which his station has an existing 
tie-in. Loew-owned indie has an 
FM outlet currently duplicating its 
AM sked. : 

Attitude of stations and com- 
mercial firms interested in transit- 


casting is one of “‘let’s wait and see | 


what the city’s experiments turn 
up.” Board of Transportation may 
release its findings in two or three 
weeks. Feeling is that if bus- 
broadcasting works in New York, it 
will work anywhere. 
Des Moines Busses Go FM 
Des Moines, Feb. 1. 


Tele siiow will be carried on the 
full CBS eastern and midwestern 
nets, comprising 10 stations that 
will get it simultaneously. Pro- 
| gram will also be kinescoped for 
delayed transmission on KTTV, 
| CBS outlet in Hollywood. It will 
follow the heavily-rated “We, the 
| People” on CBS, replacing ““What’s 
| It Worth,” which is to be moved to | 
| another time slot. Miner, who also 
| produces “Studio One” and ‘“‘Gold- 
| bergs” for CBS, plans to utilize as 
| many new scripts as possible, but 
| may also pick up some of the AM 
| “Suspense” properties which are 
applicable to tele. Agency for 
| Auto-Lite is Newell-Emmett. | 

In lining up its AM shows for | 
i tele, CBS is following the new 
| procedure of auditioning them via 
| dry-run transmissions. “Suspense” 
| is the first one for which a sponsor 
was lined up before the show went 
|on the air. | 
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Camel 
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will be five minutes longer than | 
the “Camel Newsreel Theatre” | 
turned out now by Movietone. En- | 
tire operation will headquarter in 
a special NBC studio reconverted 
|; into a TV newsroom in Radio City, 
|N. Y. Plans are now in the works 
|to eventually stage live pickups 
| from all 14 NBC stations linked by 
the coaxial cable. 

















Bus riders in Des Moines are . aie +4 
going to have music while they NBC has hired 14 additional men 


signed a contract with KCBC to staff and now has contracts with 
give that station the right to broad- | ¢wsreel companies in Europe and 
cast programs to bus riders from/| freelancers in the Far East, Near 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily and to have | East, Africa and South America to 
the plan in operation on 23 busses provide footage from those areas. 


and curbliners by March 1 


| John Cameron Swayze is to be chief 


Contract calls for 16 hours of; commentator and members of the | 
radio entertainment daily to be news staff of WNBW, NBC’s Wash- | 


furnished by KCBC on an FM 
band, the broadcasts to include mu- 
sic, spot news, sports and commer- 
cials designed ‘for  shortride 
listeners.” However, the femme 
fans of soap operas will have to 
stay at home to keep up with the 
daily airings. 

Contract calls for commercials 


of 25 seconds’ duration, with a‘; 


maximum of 12 in any hour. The 
programs, transcribed or recorded, 
will emanate from KCBC’s 
studios. ; 

Contract calls for installations 
eventually in 150 vehicles. 














| ington outlet, will -handle special | 
| events emanating from D. C. Oper- 
| ation is to be supervised by Wil- 
'liam F. Brooks, NBC news veepee, 
'and news and special events chief | 
| Ad Schneider. 

aaa for Camels is William 
| Esty. 

















| NBC Runs Into 


- of hours on the phone with | 
Trammell outlining his proposi- | 
tion. He wants a deal similar to | 
that worked out by Paley and 





Continued from page 23 


| 
| Morris Agcy , Bing Crosby whereby NBC would 
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commissions are concerned. In this 
respect, television is following a 
historic pattern established by the 
majority of agencies which used 
vaudeville and cafe earnings to 
start in radio, later took variety 
and radio earnings to make head- 
way in films, bands, and legit, and 
are now using radio earnings to 
solidify television holdings. 
However, it is expected that 
within a year or so, tele depart- 
ments will be able to stand on its 
own without subsidy from other 
fields. In a few years they believe 
that tele will be the top money 
department in the entire office. 


deai on his terms, he’s willing to | 
join the rest of the stags in hitch- 
ing on to “Paley’s Comet.” 





Steel Sponsors Gailmor 


Unusual set-up of a commentator’ 
sponsoring a commentator devel- 
oped on WLIB, (N. Y.) Sunday (30) 
when Johannes Steel, liberal gab- 
ber now off the airwaves, started 
bankrolling William S. Gailmor’s 
4 p.m. talkfest. 

Steel picked up tab on Gailmor 
program on behalf of his publica- 
tion, “Report on World Affairs” 


| Sponsorship is definite for four 
| Sundays, but if response warrants. 


Gailmor will be aired three or five 
times weekly. Gailmor is also heard 


ie | on a WLIB co-op at 2 p.m. 


buy into Hope's corporate setup. | 
In view of NBC’s stance to date 
rejecting all previous deals bor- | 
|dering on capital gains, it was 
| considered a certainty that Tram- 
|mell would toss it otit, although 
| it has been indicated that Tram- | 
‘mell plans to huddle with Hope 
later in the season in the hopes of 
effecting some sort of compromise 
deal. 

Although CBS is anxious to grab 
_off Hope for a back-to-batk Wed- 
nesday night bracketing with 
Crosby, Charles Luckman, prexy 
of Lever Bros., the comedian’s 
|sponsor, would prefer that Hope. 
/remain on NBC. But if Hope can’t | 


| 


| persuade the network to talk a 





Strauss Into Daytime 

Strauss Stores, which dropped 
WINS's Jack Eigen all-nighter, has 
shifted its bankroll to daytime 
shows on the N. Y. indie. Sponsor 
felt Eigen’s stint from the Copa. 
wasn't reaching its kind of market, 
though Eigen has one of the 
largest listening audiences of any 
of the disk jocks. Specific day- 
time spots have not been inked 
in yet. 

Eigen, incidentally, is due back 
from Miami Friday (4). | 


Wyllis Cooper to Script 
‘People’ in Staff Shuffle 


In a production shuffle yester. 
day (Tues.) on “We, the People.” 


Gulf series Tuesday nights on 


CBS, Wyllis Cooper takes over the 
writing assignment on a freelance 
basis, Lindsay MacHarrie returns 
as supervisor and Phillips Lord, 
originator and title owner, wij 
again have an advisory status. 
James P. O'Neill and Aubrey 


| Williams have resigned as scripters 


and Lenny Safir becomes idea man 
and researcher. Rod _ Erickson 
gives up the producer assignment 
to join the Young & Rubicam radio 
staff on the General Foods account. 





Chattanooga—Announcement of 
the resignation of Ralph Patt as 
general manager of WDOD, Chat. 
tanooga, has been announced py 
Norman Thomas and Earl Winger 
coowners of the station Thomas 
and Winger will directly handle 
the administration of the station 
while Bryan J. Bush, former local 
salesman, will be in charge of 
sales. 











TAYE 


Time Magazine 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: "Deluge of 
mail pouring into ABC from women, 
lauding the ELEANOR AND ANNA 
ROOSEVELT show as the first network 
recognition of female intelligence in 
daytime programming, should  con- 
vince the nets that the ladies aren't 
as zany about soap operas as net- 
work and agency masterminds have 
figured.” 


NEWSWEEK: “For the moment, the 
show is unsponsored on ABC. But 
this looked like a temporary status. 
With the Truman upset fresh in their 
minds several advertisers were avidly 
eyeing the show .. . convinced that 
the American people are still as in- 
terested in the Roosevelts as they 
were in 1944.” 


JOHN CROSBY: “It’s the most ele- 
vated and ambitious women’s pro- 
gram to come along in a coon’s age 
and most women should find it a 
nourishing addition to their morning 
radio fare. In fact, the men might 
too . . . Mrs. Roosevelt has devoted 
her time chiefly to interviewing her 
gvests, an awe-inspiring list. Early 
returns indicate that the guests on 
this program will be of an importance 
not matched anywhere else.” 


NEW YORK POST: “Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her daughter Anna are 
bringing new dignity and substance 
to that wasteland of ideas: daytime 
radio.” 


RADIO DAILY: “. . . daughter Anna's 
charm lies in the fact that she has 
many of the characteristics of the 
late FDR.” 


TIME: ". . . with the able assistance 
of daughter Anna, Mrs. Roosevelt re- 
turned to the air with a new pro- 
gram and a new radio personality. 
Her first broadcast won raves in the 
trade.” 


VARIETY: “(Mrs. Roosevelt) ranks 
with the stand-out commentators on 
the air today . . . she displays more 
courage and is more positive than 
most of the others put together.” 


VOGUE: ”. . . @ program in which 
discussion is serious, above the yum- 
yum cookies level of most daytime 
commentators.” 


DAILY VARIETY: “. . . the Roosevelts 
seem born to the microphone . - 

Anna made her network debut, and 
like her father (and) mother . . . dis 
played the attributes that augur for a 
successful career on the airlanes. 
Her enunciation and measured deliv- 
ery made for relaxed listening «+ - 
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Acknowledgment 


to Those Who Request None 


> OR two years which ‘have been made rich by individual acknowledgment and recognition. 
F their artistry, sympathy and understanding, a 
group of writers, producers, performers and 
singers has been making radio history. 


As the third season begins for this unique and 
highly acclaimed program, The Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Company takes this occasion publicly 


The program in which these people take part — to thank the following for the reverence, sincerity 
“THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD” — and skill which have characterized their fine. 
is one in which little opportunity exists for ° work: ) 


Waddill Catchings, who produces the program 

Fulton Oursler, who conceived the program and edits the scripts 
Henry Denker, who writes and directs the program 

William Stoess, who directs the orchestra and choir 

Leonard Blair, who is in charge of network production 

Terry Ross, who is in charge of sound effects 


These radio actors and actresses who have given splendid performances in leading roles 


GWEN ALDEN JOSEPH CONWAY JACK HARTLEY ARNOLD MOSS EVERETT SLOANE 
VERA ALLEN EDWARD CULLEN ROD HENDRICKSON HENRY M. NEELY SYDNEY SMITH 
DAVID ANDERSON JOE DeSANTIS ALAN HEWITT SANTOS ORTEGA JIMSEY SOMERS 
MICHAEL SINCLAIR ARTIST JIMMY DONNELLY EDWIN JEROME TED OSBORN EDGAR STEHLI 
RALPH S. BELL ERIC DRESSLER ‘ LAMONT JOHNSON WARREN PARKER KARL SWENSON 
ALLEN BRADLEY BOB DRYDEN OWEN JORDAN TED PEARSON KARL WEBER 
EDWIN BRUCE ETHEL EVERETT WILLIAM KEENE LARRY ROBINSON ETHEL WILSON 
FRANK BUTLER BETTY GARDE JOAN LAZER NORMAN ROSE ROLAND WINTERS 
RALPH CAMARGO JAMES GOSS BILL LIPTON ANNE SEYMOUR JOSEPH WISEMAN 
: LARRY HAINES CRAIG McDONNELL ELEANOR SHERMAN es 


and the members of the orchestra and chorus who have provided vital musical backgrounds and interludes 


We think you'll like 
“@ oO er EAR “Tut Greatest Story Ever Town” 
Every Sunday — ABC Network 


THE GREATEST NAME IN RUBBER 
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appeal. Giselle is sparked every 
other week by the French - Cana- 
dian quartet, the Alouettes, who 
mix local folk songs with familiar 
musicomedy vocals. The 29-piece 
orch is under direction of Geoffrey 
Waddington with arrangements 
throughout by Johnny Burt.  In- 
tros on all songs and music are 
aired by Frank Williams with 
Henry Ramer doing the commer- 
cial chores. 
Format 
orch, with 


is easy, stressing the 
Giselle doing three 
numbers. Commercials are short, 
pointed to sales and special at- 
tractions around the Morgan store. 
Newt. 


LET’S PLAY GAMES 


With Al Bernie, emcee; William 
Keane 

Producers: Roger Bower, Jane 
Martin 


Writer: Jane Martin 
30 Mins.; Tues., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 
This is a pleasant enough half- 


Radio Reviews 
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| Miss Drooze, of staff, acts as mod- 
‘erator. Educators and others with 
_experience and ideas are guests. 

| Edward S. Deevey, principal of 
Philip Livingston High School 
| here, was the added participant on 
one shot heard. Dr. Donnelly and 


| Drooz a question raised by dialers 

as to “the child’s responsibility in 

the family,” 

of “allowances.” The discussion, 

sometimes a bit slow, halting and 

over-wordy, produced several val- 

uable guidance points for parents. 

Advantages and drawbacks on non- 

scripted feature—three mikers 

seemed to adlib—were evident. 

Jaco. 

a 

POLICE REPORTS 

With Police Chief Eastman, others 

Writers: Maury Haguewood, Ro- 
land Bradley 

| Producer: Roland Bradley 

15 Mins., Sat. 7:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

| KJR, Seattle 

Here is a sharp, listenable pub- 





Tee Wave in Texas Takes 


| Dallas, Feb. 1. 


Radio stations have been hard top personalities. 
hit the past weekend again, due NBC's thinking th 
to the extremely cold wave in this 
Ice-burdened antennae col- 
lapsed, forcing the stations off the 


area. 


Last Thursday five of the six 


' Prof. Deevey discussed with Miss local outlets were off the air due 
In Fort Worth 


similar 
and the collateral one cases were reported. Some cities 


to ice condition. - 
and other communities 


‘were without power, while still 
others telephone lines were down 
cutting off network programs. 
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the Human Side” has frequently 
been used as station mouthpiece 
for editorializing. 

Last December the station took 
an ad in VaRIETY reprinting column 
| on the show by critic John Crosby. 
| In his N. Y. Herald Tribune review 
Crosby stated, “Van editorializes 


hour which brings back some old lic service program that takes a in open and so far unscathed de- 
parlor pastimes. And if the success | subject that needs explanation and | fiance of a Federal Communica- 


of Mutual’s 
is any indication, “Games” should 
catch on. Format brings five con- 
testants before the mfke and has 


them compete in a variety of con- | 


tests, such as charades, tongue- 
twisters, whistle-spelling, un- 
scrambling mixed-up proverbs, 


identifying trade terms and an- 
swering whacky questions. Unfor- 
tunately, questions were a little 


silly and too simple—one partici- | 
100 points—tending | 


pant getting 
to reduce listener interest. 

Cute gimmick on the show is use 
of a stooge, Abercrombie, played 
by William Keane, who demon- 


strates how each game _ works. 
Abercombie’s blunders provide 
good humor and make _ things 


easier for contestants. 
Emcee Al Bernie, 
rently headlined at the Diamond 
Horseshoe, does a nice job, han- 
dling the participants tactfully. 


PSCHOLOGIST’S NOTE BOOK 
With Dr. Joseph Donnelly, Blaine 
Drooz, guests 
Sustaining 
15 Mins., Fri., 11:15 a.m, 
WABY, Albany 
First regular program here on 
psychology, this makes a good start 
in filling a long-felt need. New 
feature is well worth tuning in. 


Featured is Dr. Donnelly, tabbed | 


as “eminent Albany psychologist.” 


} —— 
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"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














TELEVISION 
PRODUCER-EXECUTIVE 


Now doing top production, program- 
ming, ideas, seeks greener pastures. 
Box V-16, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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a routine way and turns out a 
|show that is meaty and news- 
| worthy. 

By using different voices for the 
| various departmental reports a 
} solid impact is achieved. Also, 
| contrasting with the matter-of-fact 


“Twenty Questions” | publicity and is too often done in| tions Commission ruling. Of course, 


|editorializing by individuals such 
‘as Walter Winchell or Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., is not unknown and is 
not frowned upon by the FCC. Van 
|is in a different category. ‘News on 
the Human Side’ is a WOR show 
(and its editorials represent station 


, a Bede: 
personal report by Police Chief . é : 
Eastman. ‘is dramatized report poe icq “be eitoral confer 
‘from Missi ‘sons fr e y or 
agg nr flee cot ences of WOR newsmen .. . Most 


one other department each week. 
This time it was from Traffic and 
KJR chief announcer Cliff Hansen 
punched over the woes of a drunk 
who had chosen his drinking com- 
Mpanions unwisely. He did it in 
| fine style with a wryly humorous 
| bit that emphatically underlined 
the wisdom of knowing those with 
| whom one drinks. 

A report from the Mental In- 
vestigation department, a_ little 
| known activity of the police, also 
| added to the pull of the show. 

Roland Bradley does a nice job 
(of tying together the script from 
reports written by Maury Hague- 
| wood and keeps show rolling for 
| nice timing and pace. Altogether 
|}a top job of public interest pro- 
| gramming. . 


Fe A OO A OO On fe Sn On OO i tn 
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¢ Followup Comment 


CHEE EES EEGEOOEEOEE SEES: 
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“a singer who can’t sing,” guested 
on Bing Crosby’s Philco show, 
along with vocalist Peggy Lee, last 
| Wednesday (26). It turned out to 
be one of the _ season’s highs. 
Highspot of the show was a Bur- 
rows operetta, burlesquing the 
|‘*Oklahoma!”’-type musical. With 
Crosby and Miss Lee giving an 
_assist, it was surefire. Yocks start- 


ied with a “‘jolly bandit type” song, | 


increased with a “love type” ditty 
and reached a crescendo with the 
grand finale, ‘‘California.” 

Burrows said he’s terrific on 
television. (Lot of guys in the 
trade will go along with him on 
that). He addended that he’s look- 
ing for a bankroller: “If I stay out 
'of work another year is that a cap- 
‘ital gain?” 





Cleveland—Ced Dunbar left his 


disk post with WSRS and WERE) 


for WNNR. Richard Johnston, who 
appeared on the “Ohio Story,” 
writes a new story with WCMW’s 
announcing staff. Bob Roger bid 
to take over 
WAKR’s newsroom. 
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“No wonder he’s been watching 





the clock lately....Wheaties!”, 


3 


Abe Burrows, who calls himself 


of the crusades are on a human, 
non-controversial level . . Even 
the station admits that ‘News on 
the Human Side’ appears to be a 
clear, though minor violatidn of 
the FCC’s rule against editorial- 
izing. So far the commission has 
made no protest.” 
| The Crosby column also _ re- 
| ported the “funny coincidence” of 
a sponsor dropping the show fol- 
lowing Van’s tangling with Grover 
Whalen on New York’s Golden 
Jubilee. 

WOR has been interested in edi- 
| torializing in the past, having done 
documentaries on unsanitary con- 
ditions in restaurants and on laxity 
of atomic materials control. In- 
teresting point is that station 
mimeod portion of Van’s script on 
Gieseking, indicating that listeners 
had written in requests for copies. 





Several Stations Off Air 


| 








Program Analyzer 














Continued from page 22 


cain 
} 


‘mechanical or paper - and - pencil 
methods, Wolfe’s system is electri- 
cal. Slight pressure on a. button 
by the testee cuts in an electrical 
|resistor, affecting the needles on 
‘the control panel dials. 

Wolfe and WNEW officials point 
out that the system is still experi- 
mental. “The method and practi- 
_cal experience are more important 
than the mechanical gadget,” 
Wolfe says. “I am _ still using 
paper and pencil methods of vot- 
ing as well as the machine. In 
addition, I am testing listeners at 
/home, to find out how closely re- 
| actions in the studio follow reac- 


{tions under relaxed home condi- 


tions.” : 
__ The BBD&O researcher has 
been conducting tests with his ma- 
|chine before audiences of Y’s, the 
American Legion and WBRY, 
Waterbury. The “Programeter” 
|can be used to determine continu- 
/ous reactions or reactions at de- 
|sired intervals. Audiences can 
| vote whenever they wish or they 
_can be asked to vote by flashing 
/a “vote now” legend on a screen. 
Wolfe is one of the few program 
| analysis experts who have creative 
| programming experience. He has 
three years of program writing ex- 
| perience and for six years has 
| written commercials for top shows, 
?including Jack Benny and the Hit 
|Parade. He is the author of 
| “Modern Radio Advertising,” to be 
|published by Funk and Wagnalls. 
| In addition to his radio program 
testing, Wolfe is working on audi- 
ence reactions to TV. Reactions 
are being polled in three ways: 
(1) live, before one or more video 


sets; (2) using kinescopic film: and | 


(3) using film programs in a 
dummy TV set with a special rear- 
projection unit. 





Chicago—Green Bay Brewing 
Corp., invading Chi area with Van 
Dyke Beer, has signed with WIND 


for “You'll Like This,” barber 
shop quartet; five quarter hours 
'weekly, 13 weeks. Walter L. 


Rubens agency handles. 


oll | 


| 
! 
} 
| 


ment, 
/annual tab of $10,000 to set up a 


| 


| 


| Nashville; 


| 









NBC Policy 


Continued from page 23 
As such 


are considerably slimmer of a 
$30,000 to $40,000 a week time- 
talent-package operation (such as 
Benny) translating itself into a 
cost - per - dollar 
client. Similarly, NBC 
‘such perpetuation of high talent 
costs must inevitably reach a point 
where agencies and sponsors will 
revolt. 


Prior to the SPAC meeting, | 


there was considerable trade spec- 
ulation as to how the key affiliate 
bosses would respond to fhe loss 
of the network’s top talent. It’s 
still considered within the “realm 
of probability that NBC may lose 


a few choice affiliate plums to 
CBS. (It’s considered a cinch that, 
once having established a firm 


beachhead on top talent, Paley 
will move in another direction— 
to strengthen the web’s facilities.) 
But there’s no doubt that by and 
large Trammell won over the 
SPAC boys to his new thinking. 
It was disclosed that NBC is 
practically ready to go with 52 
moderately - budgeted shows, after 
screening more than a 1,000 pos- 
sibilities; that some of radio’s top 
spenders are interested in picking 
up 
Dean Martin program 


have been auditioned. 


WMCA 
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WBBM, which was later 


outfits, 


it’s | 
at the chances | 


the | 
ee oe that released last week by the Federal 


the tab on the Jerry Lewis- | 
developed | 
| by the web, plus some others that , 


sold to CBS, and WJJD, which was | 


picked up by Marshall Field. 

History of WMCA has been one 
of slow commercial decline, accord- 
ing to N. Y. radioites, since Straus 
bought it from Ed Noble. Insiders 
say Straus’s liberal principles have 
reacted on his pocketbook, causing 
frequent 
force. Station has had succession 
iof sales heads, including Stark and 
Herman Bess, who left to purchase 
WOV and who 
Sales chief is now Harry Solow. 

General managership was offered 
\to Mike Hanna, head of WHCU 
(Cornell U.), some months back, 
but he turned it down. 





WMCA’s 104G Biz Spurt 

WMCA, N.Y., has signed con- 
tracts for new business and re- 
'newals totaling more than $104,000, 
according to Harry Solow, sales 
director. Included is a contract 
for upwards of $40,000 by Krasdale 
Foods, which is the distributor's 
first venture in radio. The agency 
is Green-Brodie. 


Purity Bakeries have signed a 
$30,000 renewal contract, via Y&R, 
on the “Mr. and Mrs. Music” show. 
|Procter & Gamble and American 
Cigaret and Cigar Co. have skedded 
spot campaigns. Other new con- 
tracts include BC Remedy, NU 
Kurl, and Nestle’s Milk Products. 











Indies War Chest. 


Continued from page 25 


spearhead of the anti-clear move- 
had estimated a minimum 


Washington office. 


Broadcasters named to the com- 
mittee are: S. A. Cisler, WKYW, 
Louisville; Les Biederman, WATZ, 
Alpena, Mich.sF. C. Sowell, WLAC, 
C. Bruce McConnell, 
WHBU, Anderson, Ind.; Don Searle, 
KMMJ, Grand Island, Neb.; and 
Craney, KXLY, Spokane. 

Johnson said the 24 stations ad- 
vocating super power had domi- 
nated previous Senate committee 


_hearings, and if allowed to oper- 


| 


| 


ate with proposed 750,000 watts) 
_would knock out 2,000 small sta- | 


tions. He said “super power plus 
clear channels plus four networks 





| 


| 


conflict with his sales | 


| 


‘Total Of 3,217 Stations _ 


Is 
{" 
| 
| 


Authorized By FCC; 124 


Now In Television Field 


Washington, Feb. 1, 
Total number of radio broadcast 
stations authorized in the U. §. ag 
of Jan. 1, including AM, FM, and 
TV, was 3,217, according to figures 


Communications Commission. This 
was a net increase of 172 over the 
previous year. 


Television stations authorized at 
the turn of 1949 totaled 124° an 
increase of 51 during the year. FM 
authorizations totaled 966, a de. 
crease of 44. AM stations totaled 
2,127, a gain of 165. (Of those ay. 
thorized, approximately 65 video 
stations, 700 FM outlets and 2,009 
AM’s are believed to be now on 
the air). 

In addition, there were 182 ex. 
perimental video stations author. 
ized as of Jan. 1, or double the 
number a year previously. Educa- 
tional FM outlets totaled 50, a 
gain of 10, facsimile stations 
numbered two, and international 
(shortwave) stations totaled 37, 














Bilingual 


Continued from page 25 ——— 





taries on dams, irrigation projects 
and similar public topics. 

WOV hopes to use these in a 
daily 15-minute strip dealing with 
special events. Another cross-the- 
board airer will be a question and 
answer stint, with Italian reporter 
replying to queries from listeners 
airmailed by the station to Rome. 

Also in preparation are a couple 
of soapers. Actors in the tear- 
jerkers find it a novelty, because 
RAI — Government network — 
doesn’t air that type of program. 
Rome actors have to be coached 
to drop stylized manner for more 
natural acting approach, Mrs. Cue- 
to says. 

WOV is taking space in Italian 
mags, pointing out to Latin manu- 
facturers that they can get a foot- 


|hold in the U. S. Italo-American 


is now at WLIB. | 





market by advertising on the sta- 
tion. Knowing that many small ex- 
porters without U. S. distribution 
setups are short of dollars, station 
is accepting part payment in lira. 
Indie feels in so doing it is imple- 
menting the European recovery 
program. 








First with the most in 
NEW -ORLEANS 











TV Channel 6— 
31,000 watts 
New Orleans’ first 
and only. Transmit- 
tiog from atop the 
Hibernia Bank Build- 
ing—the Empire State 
of the Deep South. 


ABC — NBC 
DUMONT — WPIX 
Television Affliate 


Afhliated with 
New Orleans Item 


AM 1280 ke — 5000 watts 
(effective 20,000 watts in 
greater New Orleans) 
Covering New Orleans, South 
Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. 

FM Channel 287 — 15,000 watts 
(C. P. 155,000 watts) 

WDSU’s dominant Hooperating, pioneet- 
in service and high scenes loyalty is 

THE buy in New Orleans! 


NEW ORLEANS ABC AFPILIATE 


wosd 


Represented by the 
would spell disaster to independent dake Gialr Company 
operators.” 
——$<——— 











DEAR AL: 


issue page 43. 





Stop worrying about how Jan August gets all 
that music out of one piano. He tells all in this 


JOE 
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| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


. n—Ethel I. Parker, blind 
ane commentator for WLAW, 
60,000 watter in Lawrence, awarded 
‘a certificate of outstanding merit 

y the American Foundation for 
the Blind. The program honored 
was her weekly “News Notes for 
the Blind,” aired over WLAW for 


the past eight years. 





Salt Lake City—A weekly penet | 


discussion of and by state senators 
put for the people, has been in- 
augurated by KDYL for a quarter- 
hour weekly presentation. Origi- 
nating from a committee room at 
the State Capitol, the moderator, 
Newell Knight, has as guests two 
Democrats and two Republicans to 
bring first hand information on 
poth sides of controversial issues. 





Greensboro, N. C.— Earl McD. 
Westbrook, former Dunn mayor 
and business and civic leader, is 
a member of a group that has just 
purchased WGTC at Grenville. 
Station is one of the oldest in 
Eastern Carolina, and has been in 
operation since 1939. 





San Antonio—A new half-hour 


program made its debut Saturday 
morning over WOAI under the 
sponsorship of the Alamo National 
Bank. It is heard from 6:30 to 
7:30 a.m. and will be directed at 
the farmers and ranchers pri- 
marily. Program will have Bill 


Shomette, WOAI Farm and Ranch | 
director as m.c. and Lucian Jones, | 


v.p. in charge of agricultural and 
livestock division of the bank as 
the “roving banker.” Program 
will be heard for 52 weeks. 





Amarillo, Tex.—Lonnie J. Pres- 
ton, V. M. Preston and Alice How- 





|years has been active in March 


|of Dimes and Community Chest 
| drives and presently is 

| chairman of the Detroit Television 
| Round Table. Dean Linger, assist- 
/ant promotion manager of the 
eae Central Division in Chicago, 
| nas 
| Hendrick’s old duties. 





Pittsburgh—Kay Balfe, vet. Pitts- 


/cently from WPGH 


staff, 
| WESA in Charleroi, Pa...Henry 
| DeBecco, WJAS spieler, got his 
| marching orders from Uncle Sam 
last week and has already left to 
serve his stretch in the Army 
Roy Philson, WWSW salesman for 
| last two years, has left indie sta- 
tion to take a similar post with 
KQV, the Mutual outlet here 
Phil Zinkand, WWSW announcer- 
actor-disk jock, has taken over the 
operation of the Ware Recording 
Studios downtown Nancy Mur- 
ray, secretary on KDKA staff for 
last seven years, is leaving the 
station. 





New York—Announcement of 
;the appointment of Albert S. 
|Goustin to the New York staff of 
Blair-TV, Inc., exclusive television 
station, as an account exec, was 
made here by William H. Weldon, 
-president. He took over his new 
| Position this week. 





Des Moines—Two radio .broad- 
casting companies have filed arti- 
cles of incorporation with the 
secretary of state. One will be at 
| Oelwein and the other at Boone, 
|Ia., and each is capitalized at 
' at $100,000. Northeast Iowa Radio 
Corp. will operate at Oelwein and 


enstine have filed application with| the Boone Broadcasting Co. at 


the FCC for authority to sell a 
56.4% interest in KVAI to Arthur 
R. Hughes for $30,000. Hughes now | 
owns a 41.63% interest in the out- | 


let. | 





Detroit—Transfer of William J. | 
Hendricks from sales promotion | 


Boone. 





Minneapolis — Half-hour dra- 
matic narrative encompassing 10 
years of news history was broad- 
cast over WCCO Sunday _ (30) 


marking 10th anni of sponsorship | 


of Cedric Adams night news 


_ burgh announcer who resigned re-| 
cel has | 
| joined the sales department of | 


board | 


30 ‘World Premieres’ On 
Tap for WNYC’s 10th 


American Music Fiesta 


Fact that more longhair music is 
being written in small towns by 
relatively unknowns than in the 


| big cities is revealed in the pro- 


been named to take over) 


gram for the Tenth Annual Ameri- 


,can Music Festival to be aired by 


‘ 


manager to sales department was| show by Purity Baking Co. Show, | 
announced by James G. Riddell, | scripted by Charles Sarjeant, in-| 


general manager of WXYZ. Hend- | 
ricks, 


and sales promotion, for four 


cluded transcriptions of on-spot 


the period. 


| 


as director of advertising | coverage of many news events of | 


WNYC, New York’s municipal sta- 
tion, between Feb. 12 and 22. 

More than 50 compositions never 
previously heard on the air, includ- 
ing 30 works to receive their world 
premiere, are skedded for broad- 
cast during the 11-day celebration. 
Among the works to be premiered 
are a .one-act opera, “Fit for a 
King,” by Martin Kalmanoff and a 
trio by Boris Koutzen. Other com- 
posers whose works will be intro- 
duced are Llysses Kay, New Rorem, 
Alan Hovhaness, Karol Rathaus 
and George Garratt. 

In previous festivals works by 
Morton Gould, William Schuman, 
Aaron Copland, Roy Harris, Vir- 


| gil Thomson, Elie Siegmeister and 


Samuel Barber were given their 
first performances. 


City Radio Director Sy Siegel an- 
nounced that the festival will be 
opened officially by Mayor 
O’Dwyer with an address on Feb. 
12 at 5 p.m. A record number of 
public concerts—18, of which 16 
will be free—will be sponsored by 
the city station during the celebra- 
tion. 

Purpose of the festival is three- 
fold: to stress the contribution of 
young American artists and com- 
posers, to present their new and 
seldom heard works, and to offer 
an overall tribute to Americans of 
all races ,creeds and national ori- 
gins. Programs are varied, rang- 


| ing from a New York Philharmonic 


rehearsal to a session of barber- 
shop ballads. Jazz is included in 
the schedule, with bookings ar- 


| ranged for Woody Herman, Charlie 
Ventura, Vic Damone, Danny Kaye | 


and Gracie Fields. 

Folksingers. will be spotted 
throughout the festival, including 
Josh White, Pete Seeger, Woody 
Guthrie, Tom Scott and Andrew 
Summers Rowan. 


Test to Supreme Court on Crime News 


Reporting Seen in Balto Decision 





NCCJ’s ‘Empty Chair’ 


“The Empty Chair,” a _ tran- 
scribed drama starring Margaret 
O’Brien, and featuring Mrs. Elea- 
nor Roosevelt as guest ‘speaker, 
will be cut today (Wed.) for the 
National Conference of Christians 
and Jews. 

Program, which will be released 
to stations throughout the country, 
was written by Alvin Yudkoff and 
will be produced and directed by 
Jack Lloyd. 


WCOP’S ON-THE-SPOT 
SCOOP IN HUB GUNPLAY 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

WCOP, Hub ABC outlet, scored 
a radio news beat last week in hav- 
ing its special events man, Ken 
Meyers, on the spot in the climax 
of a city-wide manhunt that re- 
sulted in the shooting of a cop by 
a crazed gunman and the at- 
tempted suicide of the doped pa- 
rolee. First time in the city radio 
ever got a first-hand account of a 
criminal’s capture at gun point. 

Acting on a tip Meyers took his 
tape recorder to an uptown apart- 
ment house where the 22-year old 
criminal, who had terrorized the 
city ever since his parole a month 
ago, was thought to be cornered. 
As police swarmed into the build- 
ing Meyers recorded the events 
first-hand, later picking up an ac- 
count of the chase that resulted 
in cornering the criminal in a room 
occupied by a couple of kids and 
the newspaper reporter’s question- 
ing of the principals. 

Transcribed story was aired over 
WCOP during local broadcast and 
fed into the net in the “News of 





| Tomorrow” slot. 





Wheeling, W. Va. — William E. 


Rine, managing director of 
WWVA, was elected Illustrious 
Potentate of Osiris Temple, 


AAONMS, at the annual election 


meeting held at the Scottish Rite | 


Cathedral in Wheeling. 


| that 
‘the court to punish for contempt. 


|law at the moment. 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

A test case, which may deter- 
mine the rights of radio stations 
and newspapers everywhere to re- 
port certain types of crime news 
in advance of trials, is on its way 
to the U. S. Supreme Court on 
appeal. Appeal is to be taken fol- 
lowing the conviction last Friday 
(28) of three Baltimore broadcast 
stations and the commentator of 
one for violating of a Baltimore 
supreme court rule. 

Station WITH was fined $500, 
and WFBR and WCBM, $300 
apiece; and James P. Connolly, 
news editor and commentator of 
WITH, was fined $100. They were 
charged with being in violation of 
the Baltimore supreme court for 
airing details of a murder case in 
violation of the court rule pro- 
hibiting pre-trial publication — of 
some facts. The rule bars publica- 
tion of the fact that an accused 
has confessed, that he has a crim- 
inal record, and any evidence the 
police may have against him. 

A fourth radio station, code- 
fendant WSID in suburban Essex, 
was absolved in the suit. A fifth 
defendant, powerful WBAL, the 
Hearst station, obtained a sever- 


'ance and is yet to be tried. 


Immediately after the verdict, 


| counsel for WCBM and WFBR an- 


nounced they would take the case 
to the Court of Appeals and then, 
if necessary, on up to the U. S. 
Supreme Court to test the author- 
ity of a Maryland state court to 
make such rulings. Station WITH 
was expected to join in the appeal. 

In his final argument before the 
special court trying the contempt 
case, William L. Marbury, counsel 
for WFBR and the American So- 
ciety of Newspaper Editors, de- 
clared that the Baltimore court 
rule was “so broad and. unclear 
it exceeds the authority of 


No one can tell whether he will be 
punished unless he goes to the 
judge who is administering the 
It is censor- 
ship, the exact form of censorship 
the Bill of Rights was designed to 
| protect against.” 











WOR RESOLVES 


.- that, during the year 1949, it will: 


ab 





1. Continue to reach more families, during the day and during the night, 
than any other station in the United States. 


2. Continue to reach these families at the second lowest cost per thousand 
of any station of equal power in the United States. 


3. Continue to be listed daily and to receive constant mention in 170 news- 
papers with a total circulation of 11,416,782. 


4. Continue to increase its daytime audience, which, in the past 5 years, 
has grown 22% greater and shows every indication of continuing to grow 


greater. 


7. Continue to pull more than one million letters a year from listeners in 


47 of the 48 United States. 


8. Continue to add to the impressive list of fourteen sponsors who have used 


WOR for no less than 12 successive years. 


MUTUAL 


continue to be..... 





§. Continue to reach the majority of 36,000,000 people in 430 counties in 
18 states from Canada through Georgia. 


6. Continue to have the majority of the highest rated local programs of 
any major New York station. 





—the station heard by the most people where the most people are 
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Events of the past few weeks, 
have newly awakened record men) 
and music publishers. Just when) 
they thought the disk ban-born | 
era of “corn” had faded and the | 
last of the coin reaped last year by | 
such tunes was banked, back it 


bounces. And, it appears, in heavi- 
er quantity. 

“Cruising Down the. River,” 
“Forever and Ever” “Doodly Do 
On An Old Kazoo,” “Beautiful 
Eyes,” “Don’t Gamble With Ro- 
mance,” all waltz or so-called corn 
tunes are either hitting sales marts 
hard or figuring to do so. What’s 
more surprising, however, and 
much more impressive than last 
year’s public attention to “You 
Call Everybody Darlin’,” etc., is 
that name artists are cutting the 
new ones. For example, Perry 
Como’s (Victor) waltz release of 
“Forever and Ever,” a tune started 
by Gracie Fields (London), Doris 
Day’s (Columbia) issue of “Don’t 
Gamble With Romance,” another 
waltz item. Frankie Carle, who has 
never been accused of being a jazz 
band, but who has confined his 
attention to ballads, also cut 
“Cruising” for Columbia. Buddy 
Clark did “I Love You So Much It 
Hurts,” which has been done as 
both a waltz and a ballad by vari- 
ous artists. 

It all speaks of a more honest 
approach to tunes by recording 
men and artists. It seems they no 
longer are looking at new melo- 
dies from one angle. And if some 
bandleaders fall in line with that 
sort of thinking maybe they’ll be 
better off. We’re- not thinking that 
Tommy Dorsey, for 
should go waltz-happy or corn- 
crazy, but the thought can be ap- 
plied to the involved and meaning- 
less, to the public, arrangements 
that have been written in recent 
years under the guise of “progress” 
in band music. 

An idea of the approach of the 


} 


average ‘‘musical-minded” band- 
leader toward stooping to make 
money on commercial tunes, is 


evident in the current broadcasts 
of one from a nitery. This guy 
made a nice sock from corn record- 
ings last year. He has continued 
in that vein. But, every time he 
plays a corn arrangement on the 
air, he introduces it with 


which, in effect, is apologizing for 
what he’s doing. Yet, he likes those 
record royalties from 
material. Music integrity 
money-making are rarely recon- 
ciled. It’s one or the other. Perhaps 
Perry Como and Doris Day doing 
waltzes will have some effect. 
Jimmy Durante-Betty Garrett 
*“Pussy-Cat Song’-“Any State in 
the Forty Eight Is Great” (M-G-M). 


M-G-M applied imagination to the | 
disking of ‘‘Pussy-Cat,” the novelty | 


hit, in tuning it to the wiles of 
the zany Durante and Miss Garret. 
While the issue is late, it is a smart 
interpretation that will find wide 
favor. The two give it a b.o. and 
good jock show twist by reversing 
the lyric and having Durante play 
cov. It’s swell. Flipover brings 
up a pleasant item, which will be 
lost. 

Ray Noble “Lady of Spain’-"I’ve 
Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” 
(Victor). Recorded years ago, the 
-“Lady” side was recently dug out 
by Victor men for reissue. Orig- 
inally carrying a solo vocal by Al 
Bowlly™a trio was superimposed 
upon that and the result is going 
great guns in Boston, where it has 
become tle No. 1 retail seller 
through the plugging efforts of Bob 
Clayton, of WHODH. In tango 
tempo, the side doesn’t clearly 
show it’s age and it spins as a 
highly listenable piece of wax. 
There’s both jock and juke power 
in the colorful arrangement and 
moving latin beat. Vocal is okay, 
too, considering the doctoring. Re- 
verse, In dance tempo, shows its 
age more so; yet, it’s not bad. 
Howard Barrie does the vocal. 


Machito - Joe Phillips - Charlie 
Parker ‘No Noise” (Two Sides) 
(Mercury). Machito, who’s gather- 
ing a reputation for bop, Phillips, 
Parker outstanding tenor, and alto 
cut two bright bop things here 
that jazz jocks will go for quickly. 
Sides are what might be termed. 
“danceable bop.” Be that as it 
may, they’re colorfully cut and 
well played items, spotlighting 


Phillips’, and Parker's excellent 464¢¢¢¢464646444466146666646666¢66¢¢¢¢¢¢¢0¢44604 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods © 


example, | 


some | 
crack such as “get a load of this!”, | 


the same | 
and | 











reed play backed by Machito’s 
moving rhythms. 

Art Mooney “Beautiful Eyes’: | 
“Doo De Doo On An Old Kazoo” | 
(M-G-M). Two excellent novelties, | 
either of which can catch on)} 
heavily. Initial side totes a good | 


‘tune done in the style that made | 


“Four Leaf Clover” such a big hit | 
for Mooney. It’s brightly played 
and tickles the same rib that re- 
sponds to such things as the cur- 
rent “Cruising Down the River.” 
Vocal is by the entire outfit. Flip- | 
over is a tune that has already 
gained favor. And Mooney’s treat- 
ment is solid b.o., calling for the 
entire band to toot kazoos and 
handle the vocal choral-wise. Jocks 
and jukes figure to go solidly for 
either or both. 


Buddy Clark “I Love You So 
Much It Hurts’-“Love Me, Love 
Me, Love Me”; “I Don’t See Me 
In Your Eyes Anymore”’’-“I Get Up 
Every Morning” (Columbia). All 
four are potentials, but Clark 
seems to have gotten more for 
jocks and jukes out of “I Love You 
So Much It Hurts.” He does an 
excellent job on the melody, which 
is catching on. It’s a smoothly 
worked ballad, aided by Earl Ha- | 
gen’s accomp. “Love: Me” is nicely 
done, too, but it doesn’t carry the 
same weight. Second disk brings 
up two fine new songs. “I Don't 
See Me In Your Eyes” is a socko 
melody and lyric and Clark does 
well with it though he doesn’t 
equal Perry Como’s waxing. Back- 
ing is a simple, catchy piece of 
writing that can earn its own way 
for jocks and jukes. It’s cute, and 
Clark does it well with Earl Hagen 
backstopping. ; 

Perry Como “I Don’t See Me In 
Your Eyes Anymore” - “Forever 
and Ever”; “With a Song In My 
Heart” - “Blue Room” (Victor). 
Como may have a hit in the “Eyes” 
side, an excellent new ballad 
which he tools with perfection. He 
handles the lyrie with deep ap- 
preciation for the thought behind 
it and makes of it a waxing that 
jocks and later jukes will spin 
often. Mitch Ayres supplies his 
usual smart backgrounding. ‘“For- 
ever 1s growing big as a result of 
Gracie Fields London recording. 
And Como also does the tune as a 
waltz. That alone assures plenty 
of jock and juke spins. It’s a fine 


(Continued on page 42) 
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| tives. Demonstration will be held 


| 
| giving it to recorders just yet, fe 


reducing the value of the tunes t 


| That's their story, anyway. 
| 


| hotel. 


As a result of a growing c 


and the song crew is sorry. 





a T ™" 
LORRY RAINE 
Most Beautiful Girl in Radio 

Lorry’s been dubbed that — and 
her hit record, “Can’t Sleep” and 
“Lonely Cafe”. proves her vocal 
talent. Lorry guest stars on CBS’ 
“Make Way For Youth” from WJR, 
Detroit, Saturday, February 5, with 
Don Large’s Chorus. She will pre- 
miere a new song, “Just a Record 
On a Phonograph.” 

Mark Warnow discovered Lorry; 
she’s starred in Rudy Vallee’s “Col- 
lege Days.” 

TIM GAYLE 
(Publicity- Management) 
Temporary Mail Address: 
HOTEL SHERATON 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


DESCHLER-WALLICK’S 
NAME BAND POLICY 


Columbus, Feb. 1. 
Deschler-Wallick hotel here 
going in for a string of top band 
names as a result of the business 
lured into its 395-capacity dining 
and dancing spot in recent months. 
Deschler started the name _ band 
idea last year with Ray Anthony, 
Shep Fields, et al, and expanded it 
to include Jimmy Dorsey this sea- 
son. Dorsey did so well that the 
spot has bought a string of com- 
parable names and has instituted a 
$1 per person cover charge; form- 
erly it asked no cover or minimum. 
Chuck Foster’s orchestra _ fol- 
lowed J. Dorsey Monday (31) even- 
ing for two weeks and he'll be fol- 
lowed by Larry Clinton for two, 
Henry Busse, 11 days; Frankie 
Carle, two weeks; Tex Beneke, 10 
days; Tony Pastor, two weeks; and 
Ray McKinley, two weeks. 
Harry Kilby, General Artists 
Corp., books the room exclusively. 








farewell. 


Face With Sunshine,” a best-seller 
ated by Bregman-Vocco-Conn for tl 
Lebert). 


luck charm. 
tunes into BVC for consideration, 
new partner. 


Fred Robbins and Guy Lombard 
day Night Jamboree” television sh 
cute gag. He launched it by 
was Dizzy Gillespie, the “bop king, 
| brother “Izzy.”” Into camera range 

hat, tortoise shell glasses and goa 








the accompaniment of a convulsed 


Marvin Lee, songplugger for M. 


is The WLS “Barn Dance” during 
sented a 15-minute salute to Lee 


nesses to singers and musicians. 
one of Lee’s own tunes, ““When I Di 


Ross. 


Wizell will continue with his orig 


On the 


New York 


Milton Saunders band, now at 
the Tavern-On-Green, playing its 
first date in N. Y... Lenny Herman 
returns to the Congress hotel, Chi- 
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el Knight...........Decca 
1, LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (11) (Bourne)..............02655- ‘i wae... oe ee 
3 { Perry Como.............Victor 
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| . { Stafford-MacRae....... Capitol 
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j 1 { Andrews-Bob Crosby..... Decca 
4. PUSSY CAT SONG (2) (Leeds) oeseseeeees:) Dopry COmO........0+- “Victor 
(May Haeer... os si ees Columbia 
5. SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (14) (Melrose). .................4- |) Benny Goodman........Capitol 
; { Bing Crosby........ vise Decca 
i, Sores Gee COP SD, «a. i das ciesoa oS daeeunwe es betean ) Anne Shelton........- London 
7. VVE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (5) (Berlin)...... Les Brown...... ..+.. Columbia 
8. ub ‘ We ( Dinah Shore ... 20+. Columbia 
BUTTONS AND BOWS (16) (Laurel) ican eae... ren 
9. YOU W NLY ANG » a ne { Blue Barron. ..........- M-G-M 
OU WERE ONLY FOOLING (7) (Shapiro-B)....., ‘Sie MAMA... cccocscs p eels 
+ 10. POWDE AC ITH SUNSHINE b ; i Boehm BMQnt. .s csces’ Decca 
: OWDER FACE WITH SUNSHINE (1) (Lombardo) ......... ‘Seem Weel... cc Pi tt 
’ . 1 
; Coming Up 
+ . . 
$ LAVENDER BLUE (Santly-Joy) ..........00c0.0ceeseeeeeeee. {Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
3 ( Samny BOve. oi css Victor 
BRUSH THOSE TEARS (Peter Maurice) ..................006.. § Evelyn Knight........... Decca 
| Barry Green...........Rainbow 
DOWN AMONG SHELTERING PALMS (Miller) ....... cecessee. Soammy Kaye........+.-. Victor 
. Po err Decca 
RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (Mills)................. es { Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 
a ; (John Laurenz .........Mercury 
Pe Os dcas wand sae eae eu 9080000 TTT TT esteoes bene epeew Johnny Long ........Signature 
SO TIRED (Glenmore) ............. Neh bsaneedaienihinns ) Russ Morgan.............Decca 
****) Kay Starr..... phswacdes. Capitol 
GLORIA (Rene) (pAb onecebiaksleckbeetnads . | Mitis Bros. ...cce cocees . CCS 
"**") Ray Anthony....... ... Signature 
BELLA BELLA MARIE (Leeds) ......... teeecevcecesceceseess Andrews Sisters ........ Decca 
SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (Remick) ....... pAbegebanbine vss Brother Bones...........Tempo 
FOOLS RUSH IN (BYC) errr rennnaeh sndanawes Billy Eckstine...........M-G-M 
YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) ................... Ames Bros. .. Coral 
WHAT DID 1 DO (BVC) .__.............. io tneinaeenes } Dimer Forrest ..........M-G-M 
**r""* (Dinah Shore..........€olwmbia 
IS IT TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (Caesar) ........ C86 eeseebs , Jolson-Millg ...ccccceees: Decca 
its ce ct. Te TL eT eee Coe re rerescecer soovcesas FONE EON. sicexcakies: London 
4 (Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 





going 


with the song “Ho Hum It’s Spring.” 


TT 


| Inside Orchestras—Music 


Max Dreyfus deferred a date scheduled for Monday (31) at which 
Oscar Hammerstein II and Richard Rodgers were to demonstrate tunes 
\from their forthcoming musical, “South Facific,” to recording execy. 


later; reason given for the delay is 


that Dreyfus thinks the score so excellent that he does not wish to risk 


aring one will ignore release dates 
’ 


thereby forcing rival companies to put out records, and thus possibly 


o the show. Latter isn’t scheduleg 


| to hit Broadway until April 4 at least and Dreyfus figures pre-opening 
circulation of the tunes will take the shine off them in the public ming, 





| Coast tune touts and writers turned out en masse Sunday night (30) 
for a farewell party to Freddy Martin, at Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador 


oolness between batoneer and hotel 


management, Martin probably won’t be at the Grove for some time — 
Martin has always been extremely ap-' 
proachable during his years at .ne Grove and has been known for his 
willingness to introduce and airplug tunes. 
libraries in the business—some 1,800 arrangements—and well over half 
were made during Grove engagements. 
45 publishers and pluggers and 30 songwriters turned out to bid him 


He has one of the largest 


To signify appreciation, about 





Everybody and his brother seem to be trying to write tunes with 
Stanley Rochinski, co-writer with Carmen Lombardo of “Powder Your 


for the Lombardo Music firm, oper. 
1e Lombardo brothers (Guy, Carmen, 


“Powder” is Rochinski’s initial try at tune-writing and it 
seems a good many more or less obscure writers feel that he’s a good- 
At any rate, Rochinski has been literally .pouring new 


each time in collaboration with a 


‘ 





o fractured followers of the “Satur- 
ow on WNBT last week (22) with a 
into a spiel about how great 
” but how much greater was Dizzy’s 
came a character rigged out in bop 
tee, the mark of the bop. After a 


brief discussion Lombardo, perhaps the most outstanding sweet band 
name in the country, came out from under the bop paraphernalia to 


studio. 





M. Cole, who died of a heart attack 


Tuesday (25) in Chicago, was given a unique tribute via the airlanes. 


its ‘Memory Time” segment, pre- 
entitled “He Didn’t Ask For This 


Plug,” telling the radio audience about Lee’s effort in promoting folk 
and ballad tunes, his friendship with many singers and his many kind- 
Special salute concluded by playing 


‘eam of Old Erin.” 





Murray Wizell for a while last week was on the verge of dropping 
his new solo_publishing venture to go into a partnership with Charlie 
Two were set to set Ross-Wizell, Inc., with a tune titled, ‘Trust 
My Foolish Heart,” but two days later had dropped the thought. 


Now 
inal plans for Murray Wizell Music 





Upbeat 


cago, May 8... Harry Bernie joined 
| Mills staff in N. Y. while Jack Hook 
hooked on with subsid Academy of 
Music. ..Roy Brown, King Records 
/name, into Apollo Friday (4)... 
| Decca has shipped over 1,100,000 
lof Evelyn ‘Knight’s “Little Bird 
Told Me’’...Lew Dreyer, attorney 
son of Pave Dreyer, joined Hart- 
man, Sheridan & Tekulsky firm .. 
| Deek Watson and Brown Dots re- 
|'newed for five years by Manor 
| Records... George Towne cutting 
for Associated Transcriptions 

| Ray Trotta, former trumpeter with 
Tony Pastor and brother of Charles 
| Trotta, opened a dry-cleaning spot 
in Philadelphia last week . Reg 
| Connelly took English rights to “I 
,/Don’t See Me in Your Eyes Any- 
/'more” and “Ah, You’re Adorable” 
from Tommy Valando’s_ Laurel 
Music. 


| Hollywood 

Frank De Vol inked renewal of 
Capitol Transcriptions musical di- 
rector contract Horace Hender- 





son’s six-piece combo into the 
Cricket Club tomorrow (2) for 
three weeks Five-man crew 


| headed by altoist Marvin Johnson 


‘inked by Cap for wax Vocal 
group, the Skylarks, inked by 
Harry James, currently playing 


| series of weekend dates at Tommy 
| Dorsey’s Casino Gardens Happy 

Johnson will backstop Nellie Lut- 
cher at the Melodee Club at scale 
| David Rose crew waxed four 
‘faces for M-G-M disks... Stan 
| Kenton taking his family to South 
| America for a stay of “from six 
weeks to six months.” 

Sid Tepper and Roy Brodsky 
inked to a new four-year writing 
pact by Mills Music. Same pub- 
lisher also signed polka king 
Frank Yankovic to an exclusive 
wrifer’s ticket...Decca Records 
bought 400 copies of Sigmund 
Spaeth’s “History of Popular Mu- 
sic’ as Christmas gifts for disk 
jocks. 





Chicago 
Jimmy Dorsey set for a weeker 
‘at St. Louis theatre, St. Louis, Feb. 
'3....Gene Austin recorded his 
/song “Dream On, Little Flown? 
being featured in Allied pic “Ba 
| Boy”....Pee Wee Hunt into Dome, 
|Minneapolis, for indefinite stay, 
Feb. 14....Woody Herman stops 
in Milwaukee for week at Show 





i (Continued on page 47) int 
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(nemployment Tax Issue Heads 


For Ruling In Favor of Maestros. sxx: vnntsPoi 


Insistence b 
State Director of Unemployment 
Insurance that employees of a 
pandleader and not the bandleader 
pimself are responsible for unem- 
ployment taxes on musicians, Mm 


e of a contrary ruling by the 
port Commissioner of Internal 
4 may be resolved within. 


nue, 
the. next few weeks. And the 
ironing process may benefit the 
maestTo whose home base is with- 


jn the borders of N. Y. state. 


d situation is being un- 
eT ty the firm of (Phil) 
Braunstein & (Herbert) Chernin, 
who have a date with Paul Mayer, 
N. Y. Director Friday (4). They 
have peen working on it since the 
U. S. Supreme Court decided over 
a year ago that the American 
Federation of Musicians Form B 
contract was not legal in that it 
demanded that buyers of bands pay 
unemployment and social security 
taxes instead of bandleaders them- 
selves, who were the rightful em- 
ployers of their musicians. Soon 
after this decision the New York 
State bureau refused to recognize 
the Supreme Court decision, stat- 
ing that insofar as bands home- 
based within N. Y.’s border were 
concerned, a state Court of Ap- 
peals. decision, citing the user of a 
band as its employer and liable for 
taxes, would be observed. 


This posed the picture of buyers 
paying taxes into N. Y. coffers and 
bandleaders paying identical sums 
on the same figures at the end of 
the year to the Government tax 
bureau. In short, the unemploy- 
ment taxes on N. Y. bands were 
paid twice, once to the state by the 
employer and once to the govern- 
ment by the leader. A spot owner 
pays 2.7% of the total payroll. In 
paying the government, a_band- 
leaders pays 3% of his overall pay- 
roll. 

However, in most cases where 
state taxes are paid, the federal 
government okays a 90% allow- 
ance from federal returns. Braun- 
stein & Chernin have had conver- 
sations with both state and federal 
tax men and the latter have agreed 
that if N. Y. state men will cer- 
tify that they have received the 
taxes paid by spot owners, band- 
leaders will be allowed to with- 
hold the payments from federal 
unemployment tax returns. This 
is the, basis of Friday’s meeting. 

If that aim is achieved, a maes- 
tro whose work within N. Y.’s bor- 
ders calls for a $50,000 total pay- 
roll on the year, will pay only $150, 
or 3% to the government. The 
employer will have paid the state 
the 2.7%. It would settle a vexing 
problem for band accountants and 
for bandleaders. 


Foursome Hits 


ASCAP Jackpot 


Sammy Cahn, Jule Styne, Frank 
Loesser and Sammy Fain all were 
boosted into the American Society 


of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers “AA” bracket last week. 
That's the top classidication a com- 
poser or lyricist can achieve and it 
Pays in the neighborhood of $20,- 
000 annually on the basis of 
ASCAP’s current collections. All 
had been “A” writers. 


Styne and Cahn have been a 
team for years, but lately they have 
; n doing tunes with other col- 
jpborators as well as continuing 
he partnership. Loesser is per- 
ry the most active of the four at 
hw moment. His “Slow Boat To 
China,” coupled with the score of 
Where’s Charley,” including ‘My 
in Tee My Darling” and “Once 
a — With Amy,” has put him 
bard op of the current heap. Fain, 

ose last hit was “Dickey-Bird 
sg has a long list of standards 
See, is credit, including “I'll Be 
ie ng You,” “That Old Feeling,” 











a Musi, Inc. chartered to 

nel e a music publishing busi- 

e lade York, capital stock 

ah se ‘ares, no par value. Direc- 

ma Segal, Jerry Breitman, 

Be €w York, and George Handy, 
He Harbor? L, £ 


y the New York? 





Chi’s Local 10 Coughs 
Up 36 at Gun-Point 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Chicago Musicians Union, Local 
No. 10, of American Federation of 
Musicians, was robbed of $3,000 


Wednesday (27). Three masked 
gunmen locked a janitor in a vault, 
smashed three safes at union’s 


headquarters, grabbed the 3G’s and 
skedaddled. 

Coin consisted almost entirely 
of dues paid by musicians, the day 
before. 


Pubs Gripe Over 


Caps Dog Tunes 
To Back Disk Hits 


Reaction of major New York 
music publishers to the intention 
by Capitol Records of backing hit 
disks with public domain music 
was not, good. Publishers imme- 
diately began thinking of ways of 
slapping back at Capitol in the 
event such a policy is put into ef- 
fect. Most of them, however, 
honestly admitted that the things 
they could think of on short notice 
came under the heading of “cut- 
ting off their nose to spite their 
face.” 

Nevertheless, Capitol’s idea of 
saving coin they might otherwise 
pay out, by coupling hits with roy- 
alty-free music or tunes published 
by Cap’s own music firms, met with 
a decided negative reaction. And 
many publishers still are of the 
opinion they can_ occasionally 
make life unpleasant for the man- 
ufacturer. 

In the past, individual pubs have 
garnered nice sums of coin from 
being lucky enough to have a fair 
or outright dog tune hooked to a 
hit. And in many cases the money 
so earned meant the difference be- 
tween a losing period and a profit- 
able one. Occasionally such in- 
stances have meant the difference 
between remaining alive and bank- 
ruptcy for small firms. 





Boppers ‘Rowdy, Shrine 
Joins Philharmonic Aud. 


| In Banning Concerts 


| Staid Shrine auditorium, where 
‘the Metropolitan Opera holds forth 
when it visits Los Angeles, has 
lowered the boom on jazz concerts. 
The patrons are too “rowdy.” 

Board of directors was more 
than somewhat upset by bop ad- 
dicts who attended a Dizzy Gil- 
lespie bash early in January. Squad 
of cops had to quiet youngsters of 
both sexes, who stampeded up on 
stage and began snakedancing in 
the aisles. 


Aud manager Ernest Hurst, who | 


enunciated the new policy, said 
that seats were damaged by cus- 
tomers who jumped up and down 
on them and added that since the 
site rents for a flat $600, the man- 
agement can’t afford any property 
damage bills. 

Final concert in the vast aud 
was the Duke Ellington’ stand 
Thursday (27). Director's decision 
not to make the house available 
in the future was made two days 
before Ellington’s appearance. But 
Ellington was permitted to play— 
because he'd been booked before 
the board got around to making 
its decision. 

Both concerts were promoted by 
KFWB disk jockey Gene Norman 
and Shrine officials expressed be- 
lief that if he’d been on hand to 
quiet the crowd, things would have 
been as orderly as at previous Nor- 
man-promoted — sessions at the 
| Shrine. However, the deejay 
skipped the bash to conduct his 
regular airshow. es 

Shrine is the second site now 
out of bounds for jazz concerts. 
Philharmonic auditorium blew the 
whistle a few months ago after a 
Norman Granz promotion drew 
what directors described as an 


(“unruly” crowd, _- 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. ~ 


‘SCOTT LABS BUILDS 
3-SPEED TURNTABLE 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 


oped a combination censole 
capable of reproducing disks in all 
three speeds—from the same turn- 
table. Machine is designed to han- 
dle the standard 78 rpm platters 
as well as Columbia Records’ Mi- 
crogroove Long-Playing 3313 rpm 
and RCA-Victor’s new 45 rpm re- 
leases. It’s done with a_ three- 
speed motor. 

Of course it’s still necessary to 
provide separate pickup arms for 
each type disk since each demands 
its own needle. There’s another 
innovation in the Scott machine, 
too, in that special spindle cap is 
provided to handle the wide cen- 
ter-hole in the RCA 45 platter. 


_ This fits over the standard spindle 


RCA Interest Perks 

RCA has heard about the new 
Scott machine and is interested in 
the three-speed motor. RCA’s own 
engineers, after deep experiment- 
ing, do not trust the accuracy of a 
two-speed drive let alone a three- 
ply hookup. That’s the reason the 
new RCA machines, designed to 
play standard 78 disks and the 
RCA 45’s, contain two turntables 
each driven by its own motor. 

RCA incidentally, says that a 
total of 14 set manufacturers are 
busy reproducing a line of ma- 
chines that will handle the 45 
disks. They will begin to hit the 
market shortly, in time for RCA’s 
debut of the 45 disks sometime in 
April. 


MeG-M Expands 
Distrib Points 
With Can. Deal 


M-G-M Records has concluded a 
pressing and distributing arrange- 
ment with Quality Records, Ltd. 
of Canada, which will put the 
product of the comparatively new 
firm into Canadian circulation for 
the first time. Headed by a group 
of Canadian financiers, Quality is 
constructing a new pressing plant 
in Toronto. This will be serviced 
with M-G-M matrices to produce 
pressings and in turn, whatever is 
recorded by Quality above the 
border will be available for U. S. 
circulation by M-G-M. 

Move considerably increases 
M-G-M’s circulation. One of the 








| stymieing factors in the growth of 


the Loew’s owned organization has 
been more or less its confined dis- 
tribution in the U. S., as well as 
the complete lack of it in Canada. 

Quality is controlled by All- 
Canada Radio Facilities, Ltd., an 
organization that operates § and 
owns a number of radio stations. 
Its board of directors consists of 
men in the newspaper, banking 
and other fields. C. C. Moskowitz, 
and Leopold Friedman, execs of 
Loew’s, Inc., and Frank Walker, 


head of M-G-M, take positions on. 


the board as a result of the deal. 


LEEDS PITCHES FOR 
HITS WITH ‘ENGLISH’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Leeds Music seems to be putting 
“English” on its pitches for hit 
tunes. Last year, the firm headed 
by Lou Levy pushed “Now Is the 
Hour” into the top sales slot in this 
country. And this year it’s mak- 
ing strong bid for the same posi- 
tion with rising “Galway Bay.” 
Both tunes were no. 1 sellers in 
England. 

Strangely enough, neither song 
actually originated in England. 
“Hour” came via Australia, from 
New Zealand, and became success- 
ful due to Dorothy Stewart's Eng- 
lish lyric, written in the U. S. 
“Galway” is an Irish melody, a 
standard in that country. 








Kitty Kallen’s Mercury Cutting 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Songstress Kitty Kallen, now 
signed with Mercury, will cut her 
first platters for that company In 
New York next week at the end 
of her current run at William Penn 
hotel’s Terrace room. Local date 
is Miss Kallen’s first in several 
months, since she (Mrs. Bud Gra- 
noff. wife of N. Y. p.a.) withdrew 
from the spotlight to have a baby. 

Miss Kallen’s solo _was for the 
| Musicraft label. —— 


Songwriters to Mull Action Vs. RCA’s 





Pre-Ban Disks Taken 
Off Shelf for Remakes 


Record companies are in some 
instances re-recording material 
originally waxed in 1946 prior to 
the disk ban, but never released. 
In going over the material still on 
shelves, but which must be gotten 
out because they're from film 
scores, etc., record execs are not 
always Satisfied with the results ob- 
tained in a hurry at the time. 

Several recordings of tunes from 
Bing Crosby's forthcoming ‘Con- 
necticut Yankee” score are being 
or have been remade, for example, 
and the same is and has* been done 
with ocgasional recordings of 
worthwhile pops and instrumental 
due out soon. 


ASCAP, Webs To 
Fix Amount Due 
On Co-op Shows 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers represen- 
tatives, and radio accountants, are 
busy endeavoring to arrive at the 
amount ASCAP may be due from 
| the sale of cooperative shows dur- 
|ing the past eight years of the 
ASCAP-radio contract. This angle 
remains to be cleared up despite 
the automatic renewal Jan. 1 last, 
for nine years, of the agreement. 

It is said that the checking of 
figures will take weeks before 
either side is able to arrive at ewen 
an approximate figure of what is 
owed ASCAP. But, it’s felt that 
the amount will eventually turn up 
as in the neighborhood of $500,000. 


Discrepancy between w h at 
ASCAP collected from radio and 


what it feels it should have gotten | 


is based on the practice of net- 
work key stations in originating 
sustaining broadcasts, which are 
sold to local sponsors by various 
affiliates. ASCAP’s collections in 
such instances were always based 
on the lower network sustaining 
rate, with no added payment for 
the individual gommercial usage by 
affiliates. Both affiliate and net- 
work execs have agreed. that 
ASCAP. should be paid extra in 
such instances. But how much 
coin was involved and who was to 
pay the extra amount to cover past 
years was a strumbling block. It’s 
understood the nets will make up 
the coin when.a figure is arrived 
at. 


Brenner a Disk Jockey 


Qn TV With Soundie 
Films Instead of Wax 


Paul Brenner, WAAT, Newark, 
N. J., disk jockey. has started a 
video “jockey” session on the sta- 
tion’s tele outlet, WATV. Aired for 
"30 minutes at 9 p.m., the show 
consists cf a string of soundies 
films in lieu of wax, plus live vocal 
performances by the Broadwayites, 
a girl and boy team (Ginnie Blue 
and Rick Mardell) from WAAT, 
and guests. 

Station is said to have made a 
deal with a big producer of the 
films (which now aren't used in 
coin machines anymore) via which 
it has an exclusive in the eastern 





territory on the product. Last 
week’s show used shorts by Din- 
ning Sisters, Stan Kenton, Glen 


Gray, Jeri Sullivan, and Alan Dale. 
That night’s guest was Dale. 


Brenner has drawn an unusual 
reaction from the show. He starts 
each soundie by placing an ordi- 
nary wax recording on a turntable, 
and setting the pickup arm on it 
while a camera comes in for a 
closeup of the spinning disk. Then 
the film is cut in. When it's fin- 
ished the finale is dissolved back 
into the closeup of the wax disk. 
As a result many viewers are under 
the impression that Brenner gets 
both sound and pictures from the 
i wax récording. veer 


+ 
vv 


Prowl for ‘Breakage’ Deductions 


Songwriters Protective Assn. has 
called a meeting of its council for 
Friday (4) in New York to discuss 
the situation surrounding the re- 
newed drive by RCA-Victor toward 
securing 812° “breakage” deduc- 
tions from major music publishers’ 
rovalty chee SPA’ites are dead 
set against tW@ idea of allowing the 
quarterly slices to make up for 
Victor’s losses in various cate- 
gories, grouped under the trade 
term “breakage.”’ 

The writers take the position 
against Victor’s campaign pri- 
marily due to the fact that half of 
every dollar Victor would clip from 
Statement would be theirs, not the 
publisher who agreed to the ar- 
rangement. A full 50% of all 
mechanical incomes accruing to 
publishers goes to the writers of 
songs that make up his catalog. 
Too, the SPA men foresee every 
major disk manufacturer demand- 
ing the same priveleges in the 
event Victor achieves its aim. 

Victor has been endeavoring for 
four or five months to secure pub- 
lisher agreements to its ideas. It 
has gotten okays from dozen of 
small firms which wouldn't dare 
oppose the biggest disk manufac- 
turer in existence. But none of 
the majors excepting the Warner 
Bros. combine has gone along with 
the plan. At first it was felt that 
the WB move, since those firms 
are perhaps the most powerful in 
the biz, would whip the other ma- 
jors into line. That has happened 
in the past on other controversial 
issues, such as Victor’s request for 
a 1%4c per side royalty when it 
jumped retail pop prices from 50¢ 
to 60c a few years back. 

But, this time rival firms to WB 
stood pat. However, in the past 
week there have been rumors that 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris has 
okayed or is about to agree to Vic- 
tor’s plan. Such a move by Morris 
would exert increasing pressure on 
his contemporary pubs since his 
group is also strong. This is what 
has brought the writers on the run. 
They have been content to say 
nothing until the block showed 
signs of cracking. 

Incidentally, Lee Eastman, at- 
torney for Morris, is rumored to 
have been retained by Victor to 
talk publishers into the deduction 
plan. This he flatly denies, assert- 
ing Victor has never approached 
him with such a proposition. He 
claims his only participation in 
the affair is as Morris’ attorney 
and adviser. 


Rule Out Pension 
For Contactmen 


All thoughts of a pension fund 
for music publishers’ contactmen 
have been dropped from negotia- 
tions over a new contract between 
the Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees unton and the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Assn. Two 
groups, representing employee and 
employer factions, have agreed 
that a pension fund idea is désir- 
able, but unattainable due mostly 
to the refusal of motion picture- 
owned firms. 

Film company executives look 
upon employees of their music 
publishing branches as the same 
as studio hirelings. And, it’s point- 
ed out, if pension plans are sub 
scribed to for pub payroll men 
too much of an opening is provided 
for studio people to drive for the 
same objective. Since film firm- 
owned publishing houses more or 
less dominate the music industry 
the plan couldn’t be put into effect 
without them. ; 


MPCE and MPPA heads conduct- 
ed their first meeting of the new 
year on the problem of writing a 
new contract, last week. It ended 
with comparatively little accom- 
plished and another meeting won't 
be held for at least several weeks. 
Too many board members of the 





‘MPPA are out of town, and Bob 


Miller, MPCE head, himself is on 
the Coast. 

Old pact between the MPCE and 
MPPA expired Dec. 31, but its 
terms remain in force by agree- 


'** ‘ent until a new pact is’ written: ' 
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Only Ellington, Spivak Left on WM 
Band Roster; AFM Backs Thornhill 


se between the William 
Morris, 2gency band department 
and maestros who balked against 
signing contracts with General 
Artists Corp. was partially broken 
Jast week. American Federation of 
Musicians advised Claude Thorn- 
pill and the Morris agency. that 
the Jatter’s contractual hold on the 
pand was broken and Thornhill 
was free. Just prior to the AFM’s 
move, Count Basie, who had pre- 
viously refused to sign with GAC, 
did so. He inked a three-year term 


deal. 


This was followed Monday (31) | 


py the dispatch of a registered let- 
ter to Morris executives by Joe 
Mooney, leader of a quartet, that 
his agreement with the agency was 
to end in 28 days. He, too, claims 
Morris breached its contract with 
him by failing to provide bookings. 

Moves by Thornhill and Basie 
leaves only Duke Ellington and 


Charlie Spivak as major names still | 
tied to Morris. Ellington has been | 


discussing a deal with GAC for 
some time, but has done nothing 
about it. Spivak has been booked 
until April, but most of the dates 
were supplied by GAC'’s staff. 

Morris is said to be appealing 
the AFM decision regarding Thorn- 
hill, but the leader doesn’t expect 
it to be reversed since the union 
agreed with him on the breach of 
contract angle. This was based on 
the AFM’s own rules. 

Tussle between Morris and its 
bands was started several months 
ago when Morris decided to get out 
of the band booking business. It 
made a deal with GAC under 
which the latter was to approach 
Morris band properties and try to 
secure booking contracts’ with 
them. In return, Morris was to get 
5% of commissions on dates se- 
cured by GAC until the expiration 


of the contracts between Morris 
and the leaders so signed. Leaders 
complained, however, that unless 


they agreed to sign with GAC Mor- 
ris wouldn’t release them. This is 
what happened in the cases of 
Basie and Thornhill and still exists 


in the Eilington and Spivak in- 
stances. Bandsmen took a dim 
view of the proceedings, but the 
AFM didn’t make a move until it 
released Thornhill. 





Phil Brown Quits Morris 


Phil Brown, one-night booker for 
the William Morris agency, re- 





| 


signed his spot Monday (31) eve-| 


ning. He left Morris immediately 


and will become personal manager | 


of Claude Thornhill, who secured 
a release from Morris Friday (28) 
via an American Federation of Mu- 
sicians ruling. 

Brown will establish an office 
in the near future. But at the 
moment his plans are not solidified 
aside from managing Thornhill. 


MCA BAND MEETING 
TAGGED FOR CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Lew Wasserman is due here this 
week for a Music Corp. of America 
band division meeting, and the 
MCA prexy thereafter may hop 
into New York to meet board 
chairman J. C. Stein. Latter will 
look over refurbishing details of 

the new MCA building in N. Y. 





Beverly Hills, Cal., office, inci- 
dentally, has had two new wings 
added; much new antique furni- 


ture which Stein bought on his re- 
cent four-month European junket; 
and both will include private din- 
ing rooms for cabinet meeting and 
VIP powwowing with clients and 
customers. 


Too 
Dallas, Feb. 1 
Musie Corp. of America. will 
move its local office from Tower 
Petroleum building on Feb. 1, to 
new quarters on North Akard. 
New offices will be decorated by 
Jules Stein, MCA founder. He has 
imported furnishings trom Europe, 
which will make the Dallas office 
comparable to other MCA sites. 


Dallas, 


RW Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logying broadcast perform 


ances lists tunes in the survey, base 
They are compiled on the basis of 


d on four major network schedules. 
1 point for sustaining instrumental; 


2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 


commercial vocal, respectively, in e 


ach of the 3 r.ajor territories, New 


York, Chicago, and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 


of commercial shows, which accow 
Week of Jan. 
Pu 


Song 
A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne 


it for the .arge point tallies below. 


21 to Jan. 27 
é Total 


blisher 


My Darling, My Darling—*‘Where’s Charley’—Morris........... 154 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life’—Chappell..................se005: 145 
Far Away Places—Laurel...... ee i) eee 136 
So in Love—**‘Kiss Me Kate’—T. B. Harms..... ee ee 134 
I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm—Berlin...............00++ 133 
EES are eee Ee Te ee 130 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Peter Maurice.............. 130 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller........ eee eee 125 
Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range................ ddan ceresteed 119 
On a Slow Boat to China—Melrose ......... peseeeeedsens deans 118 
Too Much Love—Harms..................se0e8 jibe ceavnwks os 115 
A Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro.. ....... (ech eeeneehee bene 6Fe08 113 
owder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo............++e-+05 112 
You-Were Only Fooling—Shapiro................ adboapenevenies 108 
That Certain Party—Bourne .................-. (ib enaneeenests 103 
I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane....:.. ppamaladater . 96 
Buttons and Bows—‘“Pale Face”—Famous esebecevaceens. Se 
vender Blue—i"“So Dear to My Heart”—Santly...........+05+ » 92 
My Own True Love—Paramount.................+. ibasoes mes . 86 
Yor You—Witmark ....................... piece hiadenue. ae 
Cuanto Le Gusta—i“Date With Judy”—Southern...........++ . 82 
Little Jack Frost Get PS eres bEaeebeees® . 81 
ara-Talara-Tala—Oxford ........... rece reT ere e 79 


Bluebird Singing in My Heart—Advanced...........sseeeee++ 76 


Got Lucky in the Rain— apis ees . 7B 
ST eee ag 
Look Up—Patmar .......... Leck heed ehhacesedwedsess 69 
Sunflower—Famous ....|11) ||| Se eed eee eee eas 64 
Seely Baby—Remick seh ete ahapsveedeeeadeeens’ 63 

Sent CM MamGit” an Welst .....ccccccccccvcecvscccess . 63 
Hold Me—Robbins. ee Re Seen i eoeereereses eens 58 

he Pussycat Song—Leeds..||| |... || Se OR OO FIED 58 

ntil—Dorsey Bros. .......... LFGRTAEHEDEDEOSS 55 
Be et BO Meriin ccc crcccssececesrececeseesess 90 

~g by the Station—American ACAdEMY....ccsecccceeeseevenee 59 
It's page Is Yours—Witmark eT OOP eTE TITS ppbeceneene 48 
These Wi Wide Wonderful World—BM1.... veaseesexes oa 

ienie j ill Be the Best Years of Our Lives—Robbins.....++++++++ 40 

ot in the Snow—J. J. Robbins. ...............0+e: eT a 

To Mak Gal in Galveston—Republic SNOT ETT eT paeeneeenk “Om 

. Hit a Mistake Is Human—Record Songs pimakensesess 
ayb 7 Me—Southern oily 2 ee peesoeeasseevesee ae 
bila Bore e BO DUOTP—TPIGNAND....... cc ccccccccceseccccccsce OF 

reen ~~, Marie—}“Music Man”"—Leeds.........+00++000008 cone 33 

nce in L Time—*“Love Life”—Chappell ate athe 1. 31 

hat Did TD With Amy—*“Where’s Charley’—Moiris.....-.+++> 31 

€d Rose ‘o—*"“When My Baby Smiles At Me’—Triangle.....-. 29 
City Conran m9 Blue Lady—Mills............scceeceseeeseeees 28 

alled TOAVOR— Warned... .ccccccccccccccccees es6aeee EE 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Far Away Places” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Seller on Coin Machines 





“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Best British Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 


RH Log Expands 
To N. Y., Chi 


RH Log, song plug measurement 
system instituted by Richard Him- 
ber some time ago in opposition to 
the compilation of Dr. John Peat- 
man, is again revising its set up. 
Heretofore, RH has operated only 








one listening post—in Los Angeles. ; 


In New York the Accurate Report- 
ing Service was used to compile a 
national plug picture. Now RH 
plans establishing listening posts 
in N. Y. and Chicago as well as 
L.A. and making available to pub- 
lishers a daily log of plugs in all 
three keys as well as a weekly 
compilation and a television plug- 
sheet. 

RH also is installing recording 
machines in all three offices. 
Equipment will automatically wax 
all programs. It is figured that 
such a system will eliminate the 
almost constant squabbling over 
errors and differences of opinion 
over whether a performance was a 
full plug, background, etc. Record- 
ings are also aimed as a means of 
providing air checks on tunes for 
publishers’ use. 

RH expects to have the entire 
system in operation by mid-March. 
Recording equipment has been or- 
dered. Los Angeles office will not 
issue a daily log for two or three 
weeks while the machines are in- 
stalled in a new site, but. Coast 
plugs will be heard and incorpo- 
rated in the weekly compilation. 


So. Cal.’s Wintry Winter 
Makes Dressing Room 


Cold, Lutcher Quits Club 


lollywood, Feb. 1. 

Nellie Lutcher opens at Melodee 
Club. southwest nitery, tonight (1), 
following her abrupt departure 
from the Cricket Club In tor 
three *weeks at the lafter, chirp 
stalked out after three nights*tom- 
plaining that lighting was poor and 
that she’d caught a cold because 
the dressing room couldn’t keep 
out California’s current’ wintry 
weather. Operator Paul Rubin, 
who had booked her at $1,250 
weekly and a cut of the bar busi- 
ness, agreed to release her and 
paid her a flat $500 for the three 
nights. 

Miss Lutcher has been working 
with her ankle in a cast following 
fracture sustained in a fall while 
appearing at the Million Dollar, 
downtown vaud filmer. 

Cricket, which has been enjoy- 
ing a boom recently, is going in 
heavily for eastern performers. 
Savannah Churchill and the King 
Odum Trio come in Feb. 9 for a 
fortnight, followed by Bullmoose 
Jackson combo for three frames. 
Billy Eckstine. currently getting 
$1,500 at the Hollywood-Empire. 
then goes to Cricket for two weeks 
at $1,750 per stanza. ; 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


‘(Week ending Jan. 20) 
London, Jan. 21. 
Buttons and Bows . Victoria 

















Vhen You're in Love Wood 
My Happiness Chappell 
Slow Boat to China Morris 


Southern 
Keith Prowse 


Cuanto le Gusta 
Cuckoo Waltz 


Heart of Loch Lomond Unit 
Dream of Olwen Wright 
Ballin’ the Jack r;, BD. é& FH. 
Galway Bay Box & Cox 
So Tired Connelly 
Anything I Dream Reid 


Second 12 


You'll Be There Victoria 


But It Happens Maurice 
CoG) Wier ..< ss 08s Feldman 
Rambling Rose..... Dash 
RAO SHORE ot. Se Gua Connelly 
Can't Be True......Chappell 
Little Bird Told Me Gay 
Sabre Dance........ Leeds 
Betty BiMe. iscccvas Feldman 
co... ae eee eee Sun 
Faraway Places Leeds 


Belong Someone Else. Connelly 


; 
; 
| 


: 
: 
: 


Steeper Serves Notice on Maestros 


Dodging AFM Taxes; Checks Records 


Harry Steeper, new treasurer of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, is taking a firm stance. 


against bandleaders who fail to ob- 
serve union regulations regarding 
tax payments. Since he took over 
the treasurer’s spot from Tom 
Gamble a couple months back, 
Steeper has been busy checking 
books and is now cracking down 
on recalcitrant maestros. He re- 
voked the membership card of 
Sonny Dunham a few weeks ago 


U.S. NAME MUSICIANS 
MULLED FOR LONDON 


London, Jan. 25 


Import of name bands from 
America, subject to agreement with 
the Musicians Union, is planned 
by A. A. Shenburn, who has nego- 
tiated a 21-year lease from Gau- 
mont-British of the Wimbledon Pa- 
lais, one of London's biggest neigh- 
borhood dance halls. 

It’s planned to open Feb. 28 with 
Teddy Foster as the house band 
and Billy Cotton as guest for four 
weeks. If Shenburn is barred from 
importing American bands he will 
negotiate with big name British 
orchs. 





Schwartz’s French Disks 


> 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Paris-made platters will be re- 
leased in the U. S. by Art Schwartz, 
longtime Coast music publisher, 
under a new label, Blue Chip. 
Schwartz will do no waxing. 

Label tees off with two sides by 
Robert Clary and two by Linda 
Stevens, onetime Kay Kyser band 
chirp now working in Paris 
Schwartz will continue to operate 
Royal Music, in which he’s part- 
nered with Harry Owens. 


for failure to observe rules, ree 
turning it only after the coin plus 
a fine was paid. 

AFM regulations state that trav- 
eling bands must pay a tax equal- 
ling 10° of local scale to the na- 
tional AFM treasurer every time 
they play a date (except theatres 
only) outside the jurisdiction of 
their home local. As a rule, dele- 


gates of the local invaded by a 
traveling band show up at one- 
nighters, ete., to collect the tax, 
However, in many cases they do 
not and the leader, not knowing 
the local scale and being unable 
to find out at night, isn’t able to 
pay before leaving town for his 
next date. Often he forgets to do 


so later. And leaders have excused 
such dereliction on the excuse that 
no delegate was on hand to collect, 
in the belief it we# their duty 
Steeper is straightening them 
out. He states that collection of 
taxes is to be strictly enforced. 
That it is the duty of the traveling 
maestro to pay, not for a delegate 
to collect. In the future maestros 
not contacted by a delegate are un- 
der obligation to forward taxes to 
the treasurer’s office in Boston. 
At the same time, Steeper has 
found hundreds of dates on which 
taxes were not paid in recent years. 
He is dunning leaders and in some 
cases the sums owed by individual 
maestros run into several thou- 


sands. At first a leader suspended 
for failure to pay would have had 
to pay the back taxes, plus a $50 


initiation fee to resume member- 
ship. That’s been reduced, it’s said, 
to the sums in arrears plus a fine. 
Agencies are cooperating by 
sending reminders to leaders to 
pay up, accompanied by a batch of 
dates 


form letters on which the 
played, musicians involved and 
coin owed need only be filled in 
and mailed with the coin. 
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: Songs with Largest Radio Audience 
. 

The top 32 shows of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- r¢ 

ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over z 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 4 

; John G. Peatman, Director z 
+ Survey Week of January 21-27, 1949 ? 
~ A Bluebird Singing In My Heart ................ Advanced J 
Bo LAGIO re COld Os 640 a00.4:b0 aveiwan a Reraeee Bourne ? 
POONG TIRE 5 iS 5 55.56. Fad 000 he cam bees OEE Shapiro-B z 
GCL ENON. sone. 5.25/d to Phi we let es ee ae Hill & Range ¢ 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes...............Leeds = 
Buttons and Bows—*‘‘Paleface” eet ee eee Famous z 
By the Way—7“‘When My Baby Smiles at Me’”....BVC z 
Cuanto Le Gusta—i7“Date With Judy”.. ......... Southern z 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms ........... ... Miller »§ 
Dowh Hy tne Station. oo. kcs sis dawcson es eee... American ? 
hee tt hed Ae, eee eT eT seeeccceeeeees Laurel z 
For You ve ccscecocece WItIMANE . 
SS ae are iccanate orcad oes + tkseeds t 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life”.......... x + 4c ete z 

I Got Lucky In the Rain—*‘‘As the Girls Go”...... Fox ? 

I Love You So Much It Hurts ...seeeeeee. Melody Lane 2 
I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm............. Berlin 
Lavender Blue—*"‘So Dear To My Heart”.........Santly-Joy t 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost Le ceeeccsvcoeves + SDIZEP z 
LQOR GID crass sae stile Guat ai a ee ES Patmar € 
My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley”.... Morris z 
iy ee ORE, FO cic 5. divine > 440-40 ba: VEN AO Witmark ¢ 
My Own True Love pak FS Ebee OR ere ae ... Paramount + 
On a Slow Boat to China <0+6600540000606 a z 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine .......... ....--Lombardo D4 
Pretty Baby tae crt | ‘ 
50 In LeVe—""Tiss Me Kate” .ccicevwssedecedses T. B. Harms t 
Oe eer TT. .... Famous + 
Tata Taiara Tale ......ssiickescsed ee reer os. Oxford ? 
nt SOrtRMt FOLUN., iis 0b. 26 bades eekieaeee reer oy z 
wh MO EINE rs ts Xs 0% Koes a eee Kaa ones Harms 7 
You Were Only Fooling... ......isisceececs oo ceeecss DEIO-D z 
The remaining 21 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 3 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast J 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., ¢ 





Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. z 
City Called Heaven Heese tees eee z 
Girls Were Made To Take Care Of Boys....... .... Remick q 
Hold Me Fee Tee ee * 
1 Got a Gal In Galveston ‘eae Ree Republic > 4 
I Wish Somebody Cared Enough To Cry.......... London z 
In My Dreams marks Ne oR ech ack ore + 
It's a Big Wide Wonderful World ........ Broadcast z 
Whatcha Do Whatcha Got—*"So Dear To My Heart” Santly-Joy + 
Maybe You'll Bé There............... _.... Triangle + 
PRAMIORLOE PUNO eg vcs oS eee ass . Mellin z 
Money Song :' te, Vee eee ee ,.. Crawford * 
Once In Love With Amy—*"Where’s Charley”.....Morris z 
Picnic In the Snow re ee ee en ..... Robbins + 
Pussy Cat Song : odie ed okeuceeaess ae ? 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady .........cceesececceee- Mills z 
CR ae ec eC EN me . 
Senorita (Oehp 0h60FE rhe ene sss eee > 4 
z These Best Years of Our Lives.....ccccecccccesss RODbDING z 
RPORE: \aisis-Uni sea ca ees eae OU ba occccccccccccecce. Dorsey Bros. 
WS: Sa FO ov ot vats 1.0.45 eheened - eccees- Southern 4 
ce a rr ee ooeccecceccessss Mt peeen D4 
+ 

*T.egit Musical. + Filmusical. b¢ 
4444 
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40 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VAR TE1 ¥ eee 
(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) ; : 
By JULIUS MATTFELD Survey of retail sheet music E d = S/2/8 
(Copyright, Variety, inc. All Rights Reserved) , sales, based on reports obtained 2 a % e/S] oe 
Legends and other basic background information, attendanf to the compilation | from leading stores in 12 cities & e PY Es E Sle 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song and showing comparative sales ~ltetaei sialsis . 
Cavalcade started publication serially. It is suggested that these installments be ‘ / ke . | 9!» gle i eh fod 
clipped and filed for future reference. rating for this and last week. 2 o % 319 £ “ z | 3 : 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not ~ E S & - » J eI E | = A 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. m | 2 iz = = "4 7 2 p | & 5 e | ob 
(Continued from Last Wee e pat , 21 6 
. s | ¢ -iagi./z 
1888 jdenly chilled by a 60-mile gale Week Ending ze |B | y 5 lg Els fis/l, 
: Bi _ |which swept in a_ blizzard that National x CUlsix viele O16/4| 3 | & ° 
The Convict And the Bird. + | stalled traffic, closed the Stock Ex- Rating J A N 9 g o|6| & ~-1S/8 1/8 | os | oii el ote 
m., Paul Dresser. Willis Woodward change, filled hotels to overflowing, » mi Mig /Elelme i sls isi sicig . 
T del Be Penmaes WE trent | ne This Last Biel elBisisisl< | S/S else 
drill, Ye Tarriers, Drill. Frank! pe wolf Hopper recited “Casey : aoe: S| =| § 
 L terertonsts, Original Pench | St Oe a oS wk. wk. Title and Publisher _ ZiOl Sie |oia/ Fie | s hielo] § 
‘ 4 Prd ene" Wallack’s Theatre, N. Y. Edwar a ee . 2 2 = 2s 
words, Eugene Pottier. m., Pierre| ty Sothern launched his career as 1 3 ‘Far Away Places Genre”. patie — . a a a oo S aS 
pa mn cag yoy a a star under Daniel Frohman in a 2 2 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) a =! 2 86 
Me 0. : : ak” ed “ st Bidder.” 7 Th - a 
: "col play called “The Highest Bidder, 3 1 “Buttons and Bows (Famous)... 4 10 1 85 
de Concert, op. 14, Book 1). Piano | O+her plays of the season included ~ = —— ——————————— _ 5 
solo. m., Ignace Paderewski. Ber- 7 ge pret wb Beauty,” “Our 4 5 “Lavender Blue (Santly-Joy) 7 ; - : : : : 3 _—— _—4_§ 72 
lin: Ed. Bote & C. Bock [,1888). Jennie,” “The Shadows of a Great 5 4 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose).. | 8 oi 
Wall’ w. William Devere. mW. §, city” (in which Rose Tiffany made || -¢——g “Galway Bay” (Leeds)... wT Tt. tt... £.. tte 
au. W., Will Vevere, m., W. | her debut as Nellie), “Brass Mon- x — ee : —_ a a a a 
Mullaly. Willis Woodward & Co.,’ key “Little Lord’ Fauntleroy,” | a My Darling, My tine “or ; ; a 7—— ol 
cop. 1888. oW Maying | 224 “A Poor Relation.” 8 7 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo). > -- 38 
“en <a , the bee ct Sketch | i | 9 13 £=“So Tired” (Glenmore).......... 9 9 8 5 -- 13 
Book, op. 2). w., Charles Kingsley. | 1889 : 'l 7oA 9 “Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer-Inter). . . , 9 10 sae 7 9 
m., Ethelbert Nevin. Boston: The Down Went McGinty, w., m., i0B 10 “You Were Fooling” (Shapiro-B). .... -.- -- «. 4 .. .. 10 10 9 
Boston Music Co. cop. 1888 by G. ee Gio Spaulding & Korn- io@ 11 “Again” (Robbins).............. 0 erreeoweg e 2 9 
Schirmer, Jr. er, cop. R —e - : 
Se Saran Rose. Italian words,| Oh _ Promise Me (afterwards 10D 12 “Until” (Dorsey Bros.)........... Tee ars Ss a ee Tee? 9 
Pietro Mazzini. m., Luigi Arditi, 75: winamtoaraae | in: —. ee e* 10k “So in Love” (T. B. Harms)...... a eee gg Na ee OEE eee 9 ere ‘ 9 
Leipzig: Wilhelm Hansen [,1888]; Clement Scott. m., Regina e- rr Sat Sone” (Leeds)... .. .. 10 = 
New York: G. Schirmer, cop. 1890.| Koven, op. 50. G. Schirmer, cop. 11A ae Pussy-Cat Song Lon tonne I 
Semper Fidelis. March. m., John | 1889. 11B Among Sheltering Palms” (Miller) ee eee ee ae ee ail heniaieeittchatae 8 
Philip Sousa. Philadelphia: Harry! Playmates. w., m., Harry Dacre. 11C “A” You're Adorable” (Laurel)... .. .. «- «+ ef «8 «of «of « 8 3 
Coleman, cop. 1888. George M. Klenk & Co., cop. 1889. 


The Whistling Coon. w., m., Sam 
Devere. Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. 
1888. 


With All Her Faults I Love Her | 


Still w., m., Monroe H. Rosenfeld. 
B. W. Hitchcock, cop. 1888. 

The first bona fide golf club in 
the U. S. was started at Yonkers, 
N. Y. It was called St. Andrews, 
and boasted a six-hole course. 

In March, the Atlantic coast, 
basking in warm weather. was sud- 











Salut d’Amour. Piece for orches- | = 
tra. m., Edward Elgar, op. 12.! (75 rounds). 





| Marie Wainwright appeared inj|conld catch up with speedy crime 


|Mainz: B. Scott’s Soehne [1889]. Benjamin Harrison was inaugu-|New York for the first time in| inals. 


The Thunderer. March. m., John 
Philip Sousa. Philadelphia: Harry | 
Coleman, cop. 1889. | South Dakota joined the Union, 

The Washington Post. March. m., 
John Philip Sousa. Philadelphia: 
; Harry Coleman, cop. 1889. 

John L. Sullivan beat Jake Kil- 
rain in the last bare knuckle cham- | 
pionship prizefight in the U. S.' founded. 


rated president. 


reservoir 


out 2,000 lives. 


|“Twelfth Night.” Richard Mans-|; The grand march, polka, lancers, 


Montana, Washington, North and | field gave a new rendition of “Rich- | quadrille, waltz, Portland fancy, 


ard III.” “A Ruling’ Passion,” | Caledonia, and Virginia reel were 


In May, steady rains burst the | “Margery Daw,” “She” and “Prince | popular dances. 
above Johnstown, Pa. 
sending down a flood that wiped |son’s popular plays. 


and Pauper” were among the sea- | The General Federation of Wom 
'en’s Clubs was established. 


Baldwin Bros. advertised ‘“‘double| Pugs and Newfoundlands were 


The Loyal Order of Moose was | balloon ascensions with parachute | fashionable dogs for city people, 


descents.” | Feminine fashions, performing a 








Eastman Kodak Co., in Scrib-| circle, came back to the hour-glass 
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CLOVER CLUB 


MIAMI 


PERSONAL DIRECTION: 
WILLIAM H. MITTLER 
1619 Broadway 
New York 19, N. Y, 








. ~ rte nNOS + ne cae 
.---—- —— "= >. - sre reT ae a ian as 


ner’s, advertised the Kodak as a) figure, leg-of-mutton sleeves, and 
simple, snapshooting device, there-| the gored skirt. 

by launching the great and profit-| “Wild Oats,” “The Tale of a 
able vogue of amateur photogra-|Coat,” “Blue Jeans” and “The 
phy. Newsboy” (originally ‘‘Waifs of New 


<oenchisinimtiniieasane York’) were among the season’s 
1890 plays. Two comedians, Evans & 
Hoey, ran “A Parlor Match” into 


The Birthday of a King. Sacred 
song. m., W. H. Neidlinger. G. 
Schirmer, cop. 1890. 


its sixth straight year, mainly via 
|road tours. Popular stage person- 


a 7 , | alities of this time included Edwin 
I've Come Here To Stay. W..' Booth, Lillian Russell (nee Helen 


ae Poy ag eee | Louise Leonard), Georgia Cayvan, 
ranham. + ae + COP. Marie Jansen, Agnes Huntington, 


1890. ; te ‘ is ons nlite 
Jolly Commodore. w., Edward a Se, and Clara Qualitz, the 


pee an ee or — Wm. | "(Continued next week’s issue) 
Love Will Find a Way. w., J. | 
Cheever Goodwin. m., Woolson | 
Morse. T. B Harms & Co., cop. | 
1890. | 
Maggie Murphy’s Home (Reilly | 
and the 400). w., Edward Harrigan. 
m., David Braham. Wm. A. Pond & | 
Co., cop. 1890. | 
| 
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RED ROSES 
FOR A 


BLUE LADY 



















Taking in the Town. w., Ed- { I 
ward Woe David — 
Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. 1890. 
| Tenderly Calling. Hymn. w., B L U E ; Ss K I RT 
Frances Jane Crosby (Mrs. Alex- WALTZ 


ander ‘Van Alstyne). m., Ira David 


| --nd Cop. 1890 by Ira D. San- 
€ 





y. | | 
| Throw Him Down, McCloskey. 
'w., m., J. W. Kelly. Frank Harding, MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
| op. 1890. 1619 Broadway New York 19 
| hy Beaming Eyes (No. 4 in the 












collection: Six love songs; op. 40). 
w., W. H. Gardner. m., Edward 
|MacDowell. Boston: Arthur P. 
Schmidt, cop, 1890. 

| True-Hearted, Whole - Hearted 
falso known as: Peal Out the 
|Watchword!) Hymn. w., Frances 
|Ridley Havergal. m., George Coles 
ono Cop. 1890 by Ira D. San- 

ey. 

| Ladies’ silk stocking were any- 
thing but an everyday accessory, 
and cost about $3 per pair. 

For each million of population, 
2,525 persons were engaged in 
brick and stone masonry—the all- 
time heyday of this. trade. 

Wyoming and Idaho joined the 
Union. 

William Kemmler, a convicted 
murderer, was the first ta pay his 
penalty via electrocution. 

The U. S, center of population 
once more moved—this time to 20 
miles east of Columbus, Ind. 

Nellie Bly, who left New York in 
November of the year before, re- 
turned on Jan. 25, having circled | 
the globe in 72 days, 6 hrs., 10 
mins., 58 secs. 

The old high type of bicycle now 
gave way to the “drop frame”) 
model, equipped with pneumatic 
tires. Thereupon bicycling hit its 
heyday. The new bicycles were! 


safe for women, and they, too, took 


Music by... 
up the sport. | 





A tongue twister— 
But a song 





DANA RECORD NO. 20324 


TOBIAS and LEWIS 


1650 Broadway, New York 


—_—_— 


DISC JOCKEYS 
FOR 
VALENTINE'S DAY 


YOU'RE A 














Somebody started an ill-starred JIMMY McHU GH 











‘movement to equip metropolitan | ROBBINS 
| police with roller skates so they, L 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s. 


: Covers Total | 

Weeks Past Covers | 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Fmil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2) ............. .. 7 2,750 13,875 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) ...... 8 925 10.150 
Guy Lombardo .. . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ......... 13 «1,875 31,300 
Frankie Carle ... Statler (450; $1-$1.50)............ 5 1.700 8.600 


—— . 

* Waldorf, Dorothy Shay, Jim my Carroll; New Yorker, ice revue. 

Chicago 

Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
Evelyn Knight charmed sweet 3,500. 

Henry Brandon ‘Marine Room, Edgewater; 700, $1.20 cover). Icy 
roads hurt northside room; 2,000. : 

Joe DeSalvo (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; 200, $2.00 min., 
Steady 1.200. 


$1.05 cover). 


Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
Florence Desmond and La Salle nice 3,000 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650. $3.50 min.. $1 cover 
Fine 3.000 

Bill Snyder (‘College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.). New 


“Salute to Cole Porter” packing room, despite rain and ice. Boff 4.200 


Carl Brisson, Freddy Martin (Ambassador, 900 


tabs. 
Jan Garber ‘Biltmoree, 900; $1-$1.50). 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson ‘Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 
5,000. 

Eddy Howard ‘Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.) 
18,000. 

Art Kassel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Holding at 2,000 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Same as last week; nice 
14,000. 


$1.50-$2). Top 4,050 


Steady 3,200. 





Ted Lewis revue solid 


Weather nicked, but still big 





(Los Angeles) 
Tex Beneke ‘Palladium B., Hollywood, 6th wk.) 


. RAT ele-Log 


Following is tabulation of song performances on New York television 
networks NBC, CBS, ABC and DuMont. They are based on ratings of 
seven top shows: Texaco (Milton Berle) 80; Chesterfield (Arthur God 
frey) 55; Emerson (“Toast of the Town’) 50; Chevrolet, 30; Kraft, 30; 


Strong 11,000. 














Chesterfield (Perry Como) 25; Arrow Shirt, 25. 
Week of Jan. 20 to Jan. 26 
Points 

Pretty Baby—Remick ... ae SKIL Is ORAS As bs hee TS 80 
Sy GREG, DEY TOOLING ——DEOETIE 6 oo..6 04.5 000 cc cc ccteseenoee cic ae 
Lavender Blue—Santly .......... Pre Ce TO Ee ee OTT 40 
Boeatene GAT TOIG MG—<BOUIME oi cdcccccecervcesesveccece ceocees oO 
ee Ge EW UIE ois ons Woe poet te ees ce eoceneoeesneece ee 30 
BEMMOETL FAVOR -TEOME ose bie sks 2s occ edesees ee 25 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller.........ccceeeeeee . wae 
NG POROOR rE OE 5 ik6 sc iets wc et ws 046060050 00600R0 06 20 
Here I'll Stay—Chappell .. ee Ae ee ee eee Miseseaiwee 20 
Op a Slow Boat To China—MeIrose. ... .cccccccvcccccvcesccsecces 20 
That Certain Party—Bourne . ELC ET Eee OCT CTE CTT Tee ee Cr 20 
ee ee EE a. ee me eee 20 
By the Way—B.V.C. PEE a TL Se: «DHS ASDA REDD SE RARRTRS 10 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World—B.M.I. ........ceceeees ccsaee 2 
Mavue You'll Be THETO—TPIANGle ....... cvccccccccsesoccccvssse 10 
Once In Love With Amy—MOITrisS ........ccccccccsccccccccscces « 
| SPAT r rrr rrr rT rrrerrrrrT Trier ir Trt. 10 | 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro ........ccccccsccccccccvcvcces 10 
a be iain alan, as ——" ee = atin es ee 

| 

sey and Sammy Kaye late in the 

Beneke to Meadowbrook = String 3 


In Revamped Date Sked 


Tex Beneke’s orchestra is set for 
arun at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., opening 
May 3, without his string section. 
Beneke date changes Dailey’s name 
lineup, which will bring in Frankie 
Carle, Charlie Spivak, Jimmy Dor- 
_ SAE eon here 


Z_ 











ISHAM JONES’ 
latest and Greatest Ballad! 


HOW MANY 
TEARS 
MUST FALL 


An important new balled 
by the writer of I'll See 
You In My Dreams,” “it 
Hed To Be You" and “On 
The Alamo." 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 


LAUREL MUSIC CO 


1619 Broadway New York 





String as it’s now laidgout brings | 


in Ray McKinley. Feb. 18-March 13; 
Ray Eberle, March 15-24; Charlie 
Spivak, March 25-April 16; Jimmy 
Dorsey. April 17-May 1; Beneke, 
May 3-15; Frankie Carle, May 17- 
29. Kaye may follow. 

Ray Anthony, incidentally, fol- 
lows the current Art Mooney for 
10 days, opening Feb. 8. Jimmy 
Dorsey’s date is unusual in that he 
opens on a Sunday evening, closing 
the Statler hotel, N. Y. the previ- 
ous night. 





Tower Eyes Video-Audio 
| Disks for Kiddie Field 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Tower Records may enter chil- 
| dren’s disk field, if a new record- 
\ing and action-screen machine, 
called Television, Jr., being pre- 
pared by Photo-Electronic Co., of 
Chi, works out as planned. New 
development consists of an ar- 
rangement that throws images on 
a screen in front of the recorder, 
‘at the same time a disk is spinning. 
| Tower's deal will cover produc- 
‘tion of the special disks. Phono- 
graph can also be used for regular 
platters. 


Tough on Tunes 


Cleveland, Feb. 1. 

A code banning songs with ob- 
jectionable lyrics has been put 
into operation at WGAR by Henry 
Pildner, musical director. — 

Already, three pops ditties are 
on the list: “One Has My Name, 
the Other Has My Heart’; “Slap 
Her Down Again Pa”; and “Al- 
ways True to You in My Fashion.” 
Latter is from Cole Porter's “Kiss 
Me Kate.” a 

Pildner says the ban applies to 
both live programs and record 
shows. : 
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Porgie, Campbell In 
Tussle Over Rights To 
‘Street’; Heads for Court 


Al Porgie and his former part- 
ner, Nicky Campbell, are currently 
in a tussle over the rights to a 
new song that may wind up in 
court. Porgie accuses Campbell 
of interfering with a commitment 
secured from a Hollywood song- 
writer on the tune “My Street.” 
Since both pubs are affiliated with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., Porgie has 
complained to the latter before tak- 
ing his case to an attorney. 

Two weeks back, Porgie was 
tipped off to “My Street” by the 
Mills Bros. He immediately ad- 
vised his Hollywood rep to con- 
tact the writer, Al Koppich, to se- 
cure rights to the tune. This the 
Coast man did, by having Koppich 
write a legal binder and accepting 
the payment of $1 to close the deal. 
Meanwhile, Porgie prepared reg- 
ular “Songwriters Protective Assn. 
contracts and shipped them west 
for Koppich to sign. That was on 
Jan. 17. On the early morning of 
the 18th, Campbell, then in Cali- 
fornia, got Koppich’s signature on 
a regular SPA pact and claimed 


the tune. He had professionals 
printed immediately and began 
contacting Coast artists. Porgie 


claims, and has correspondence to 
back it up, that Campbell knew he 
(Porgie) had obtained a binder be- 
fore the SPA pact with Koppich 
was executed by Campbell. 

Porgie has advised all disk com- 
panies that ‘Street’ is legally his. 
But so has Campbell. Latter 
claims that he had no knowledge 
of Porgie’s binder and that Kop- 
pich denied one existed. That his 
SPA contract is the only agree- 
ment recognized in the trade be- 
tween a writer and publisher. 


3 Tooters Accused Of 





Being Weed Distribs 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Three musicians were seized Fri- 


day (28) by federal agents as mem- | 
bers of a ring peddling narcotics to 
Richard Harp, pianist; 


musicians. 


Ferdinand Juarez, drummer; 


none of them possessed mari- 
huana when seized. 
Raid was second by federal 


agents in recent months. 


and 
Mick Cunliff, trumpeter, were ac- 
cused of being distribs, although 











DISK BEST SELLERS 
























































































































































From the Current 


WALT DISNEY 


Hit Picture 


* 


A Beautiful Ballad 


SO DEAR 
TO MY 
HEART 


* 


it's a Dilly! 


LAVENDER 
BLUE 


(Dilly Dilly) 


* 


Santly-Joy, Inc. 
EDDIE JOY, Prof. Mgr. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 
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Victor Camden Shutdown. 







































































job. “Blue Room” and “With a 
Song In My Heart” are standards 
done by Como in his ‘‘Words and 
Music.” In fact, these are from 
the sound track. They’ll be widely 


| used, 


Tommy Dorsey “So In Love’- 
“While the Angelus Was Ringing” 
(Victor). Two propective hits. “So 
In Love,” from “Kiss Me Kate” 
score by Cole. Porter, is a swell 
tune and it gets good handling 
from Dorsey with an arrangement 
that’s unusually interesting and 
colorful, and well played. How- 
ever, Denny Dennis’ vocal leaves 
something to be desired. Same ap- 
plies to the singer’s work on ‘‘An- 
gelus,” a promising melody based 
on a French theme. There’s no 
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hit possibility. 
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life—just words. They're still good 
jock material, however. 

Art Lund “Someone Like You’’— 
“I’ve Got My Love To Keep Me 
Warm” (M-G-M). Bothsare beat 
‘tunes, which is right up Lund’s 
vocal groove. Result: one good, one 
fair side. “Someone,” a_ widely 
recorded new tune from the film 
“My Dream Is Yours,” is a poten- 
tial hit. Lund meets it solidly and 
he figures to get jock play though 
he’s bucking Doris Day (Columbia) 
and Peggy Lee (Capitol) on it. 


Backing is aimed to draw some of sides for programming that seeks 


the heat on the Irving Berlin tune. 
But Lund and the beat don’t get 
together. Johnny Thompson’s ac- 
companying arrangement doesn’t 

Johnny Desmond “Careless 
Hands’’—‘‘These Will Be The Best 
| Years of Our Lives” (M-G-M). 
| Desmond handles both these tunes 
'smartly.. He works over “Hands” 
'in a light beat groove and gets a 
b.o. angle on the new melody, a 
He does better, 


however, with “Years,” a ballad 


that also shows potentialities. Des- 
mond sings freer and with much 
more feeling with it and it adds 
up to a distinct hit possibility for 

im. 
solidly on both sides, 


| Different 
Stubby and Buccaneers “Money, | Atcher, 
'Marbles and Chalk” — “Tennessee lumbia); 


up a fine b.o. performance of the 
novelty, with a vocal by “Windy 
| Breeze.” It’s a strong potential. 
| Backing is also good, in a hillbilly 
|vein with a vocal by Tiny Stokes. 
|It’ll carry weight in locales that 
| ‘‘Marbles” misses. 


| . 
Platter Pointers 

Mark Elton Britt’s “Candy 
Kisses” (Victor) as a hit beyond the 
groove of country tunes . . . Phil 
_Moore’s Discovery recordings of 
|““Misty Moon Blues” and “Fugue 
|For Barroom Piano” are prime 


‘something different . . . Ralph 
Wilson’s quintette cuts excellent 
jazz and blues things for the Lucky 


label; his “Radar Blues” and “Lips” | 


are swell... Victor is a month 
behind with “Tarra-Ta-Larra-Ta- 
_Lar,” but Dennis Day does it well 
and gets a lot out of “Streets of 
_Laredo,” a promising item ,.. 
George Paxton’s “Prisonero Del 
Mar” (M-G-M) is worth attention, 


too... Stabdout country, western, | 


race, jazz; Arbee Stidham’s “Stid- 
ham Jumps” (Victor); Bill Boyd, 
“Too Blue To Care” (Victor): 
Hattie Noel, “High Jivin’ Papa” 


and “Rockin’ Jenny Jones” (M-G- | 
Tony Mattola backs him) 


M); Roosevelt Sykes, “Livin’ In a 
World” (Victor): Bob 
“Foggy Foggy Dew” (Co- 
rida yt . 
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"Songs For All Occasions, 
‘| Request Numbers Written 
ALLAIRE MUSIC COMPANY 

| 129 STATE STREET 


Hackensack, N. J. 
Hack, 8-2429 








[EEE I 
|| MANAGER MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
|| Manager for serious musie department of pub 
|[ lisher. Must have publishing experients 
| Helpful if you have had experience as % one 
tleing musician, Position calls for agen en 
supervision of department including rae 
facturing, sales, rental library, perfor with 
and mechanical rights, etc., and dealing tien 
composers. Write full detalis of educalien 
experience, age and other qualifications 
first letter, Box V-19, Variety, 154 W- 

‘ SL, New York 19, N, Ye 
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Flock of Film Names Set For 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Nate Platt, Chicago theatre- 
stage producer, returned from the 
Coast last week, after lining up| 


flock of film talent for house. Em- | 


phasis will be on pic names, but 
with definite vaude value. In con- 
trast to previous years, he found 
film companies eager to have tal- 
ent make personal appearances, 
especially when reminded of gross 
take that such names as Burt Lan- 
caster, Billy De Wolfe, and others 
had registered at the boxoffice. 

Definitely set for an April date 
is Eddie Cantor with his radio 
show. Although no price has been 
announced, Cantor has asked $25.,- 
000 plus percentages previously, 
and it is likely that figure will be 
met. Following Cantor, Joan Davis, 
Dan Dailey and William Bendix 
will head their own units. Talent 
agencies on the Coast are also 
anxious to make p.a. deals but are 
insisting that unless the stars have 
previous experience that special 
shows will be built aroynd them. 
Another angle is the club date 
take which is very heavy in Chi- 
cago and all extra gravy. Acts 
making $1,000 can double their sal- 
ary by picking up a few convention 
club dates in addition to theatre 


stint. Oriental, other vaude house. 
which previously nixed doubling 
has relaxed such stance and has 


the Debutantes and Les Cole doub- 
ling from the Swiss Chalet, Bis- 
mark Hotel, currently. 

















HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


HOTEL WHITEHALL 
PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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KEN MURRAY'S “BLACKOUTS 
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Billie Holiday Rap 
Hypoes Frisco B.0. 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Billie Holiday’s b.o. at the Cafe 
Society here was boosted, not di- 
minished by her recent arrest and 
release on bail on a dope charge. 
Miss Holiday was grabbed by nar- 
cotics men three days after opening 
at the spot and she was released 
immediately. That first week she 
took out approximately $3,700 for 
herself on a guarantee and per- 
centage arrangement. 

The second week of the run she 
earned $3,800 for her end. 





Ohio Nitery Licenses 
Frozen Until Court 


Edicts Are Clarified 


Columbus, O., Feb. 1. 

Ohio Liquor Department, on or- 
ders from Gov. Frank J. Lausche, 
will not issue any night club or 
tavern licenses for the next 60 
days, to give the department a 
chance to work out new rules to 
end the “confusion” resulting from 


irecent court decisions. 


Ruling of the Franklin County 
Common Pleas Court last fall 
changed the population formula 
under which licenses previously 
had been issued. Court ruled that 
evidence of a change in population 
could be admitted. Before that, the 
1940 census was used to determine 
the poulation of a community, on 
which depended the number of 
licenses that could be issued. 

Meanwhile, the governor asked 
the Legislature to enact a bill to 
make the Federal census the basis 
for issuance of permits; 
another bill 
quor director to deny licenses to 
spots within 200 feet of churches, 
schools, playgrounds, or libraries— 
also nullified by a recent court 
decision; and to give the director 
authority to refuse a new license in 
an area he considers already ade- 
quately served. 





GRAYSON, JOHNSTON SET 


FOR PALLADIUM DATE 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


_has been completed, 


| Josephson Dickers Sale 


Of Cafe Society, N. Y. 


Barney Josephson is retiring | 


from the N.Y. nitery business. Deal 


Vaude Dates at Chicago, Chi 


subject to 
transfer of the liquor license, for | 
| Sale of Josephson’s Cafe Society 
| Downton to Louis Lewis and Max 
Mansch. 

Josephson opened the Village 
spot in 1938 and some years later 
added Cafe Society Uptown, which 
later became Le Directorie, since 
defunct. 


Top Name Bills 
In Stiff Competish 





AtBway Deluxers 


Biggest concentration of name 
acts in Broadway houses in many 


years is slated for this week. Battle 
for customer trade started off with 
Danny Kaye’s opening at the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) 
and will continue with Arthur God- 
frey’s bow at the Capitol tomorrow 
(Thurs.), and the 
Robert Alda preem at the Strand, 
Friday (4). 

Sole house without a top talent 
budget is the Paramount, which 


opens today (Wed) with a lineup 
comprising Boyd Raeburn band, 
Three Suns, Monica Lewis and 
Wally Brown, Radio City Music 
Hall, of course, continues with its 
usual non-name_ stageshow. 
Majority of bookers are reason- 


ably happy about the unusual num- 
ber of attractions prevalent in 


Broadway vaudfilmers. They reason 


for| 
to allow the state li-| 


| 


| talent 


Classical-and-pop routine is be- | 


ing worked out by Kathryn Gray- 


son and Johnnie Johnston for a 
two-week date at the Palladium, 
London, beginning April 11. 


Miss Grayson will chirp the classi- 
cal numbers while her husband 
dispenses the pop stuff. 

If her M-G-M film commitments 
do not conflict, Miss Grayson will 
team up with her husband again 


lon their return from England. 
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in every trade! 





JAN AUGUST 


and his Piano 












Currently: 


PARK PLAZA 
St. Louis 











that's MAGIC t Millions 


Direction: MCA 





Latest Mercury release 


“NIGHT and DAY" 
“JALOUSIE” 

















‘ing. Proser had considered the site | 


that the more attractions on the 
street, the more people, will come 
into town—thus every house on 
the Stem will benefit. 





Proser Seeks Intime 
N.Y. Nitery as Farm 
For Copa, Video Talent 


Monte Proser, operator of the 
Copacabana, N. Y., is shopping 
around for an intime eastside spot. 


Proser intends to open a cafe 
where Jerome Robbins will co- 
produce shows and build acts. 


Robbins did the choreography for 
“High Button Shoes” which Proser 
produced. 

Proser will experiment with new 
in the new room in order 
to shuttle acts into the Copa, and 
get new acts for several video 
shows which he’s currently build- 


of the defunct Le Directoire, but 
couldn’t arrive at a deal. 

Proser, incidentally, is producer 
of the tele variety show package 
developed by Jack Bertell and 


,Bernard Schubert for their Radio 


Artists, Inc. This is apart from 
Proser’s own tele packages. 





DANNY KAYE PACTED 


FOR MASTBAUM, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 


The Mastbaum theatre, which 
hasn't had stageshows in many 
years, will relight for one week, 


starting Feb. 22 with Danny Kaye. 
Comic will go in on a guarantee 
and percentage deal. 

The Mastbaum was selected for 
Kaye’s stand because of its larger 
seating capacity. At one time it 


‘was the flagship of the Warner 


chain in Philadelphia. 
Warners have installed the Ink 


Spots in the Warner theatre, At- 


-urday (5). 


lantic City, for one day omby, Sat- 
It’s the first time a 
vaude show has been booked for 
that house in many years. 


A.C. Commission Renews 
Pact With ‘Ice-Capades’ 


Atlantic City, Feb. 1. 
Commission here last 
Thursday (27) approved a new 
contract with ‘“Ice-Capades” which 
will bring the ice show to the 
resort’s Convention Hall trom July 
22 until Sept. 4. 

This is the shortest 
the show since it first leased the 
auditorium before the war. The 
hall has been leased to a conven- 
tion, the Houseware's show, which 
will exhibit there during June and 
most of July. 

Under terms of the lease the city 
will again get 10°o of the gross. 





City 


season tor 


Jack Carson- | 


Sepia Talent for Coast Cotton Club 


| 


On Old Florentine Gardens Site 
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ARA Mulls Change 
In New AGVA Pact 


Chicago, Feb. 1 

Jack Katz, counsel for Artists 
Representatives Assn., huddled in 
Chicago last week with the Chi 
board of governors of agent group 
on proposed changes in rule B in 
standard contracts with American 
Guild of Variety Artists members. 

Katz clarified ARA’s stand re- 
garding commissions and told of 
the need of revision of section per 
taining to duration of management 
contracts. 


Bob Hope Grounded 
In Pitt, Prov. Date Off, 
Forcing 206 Refund 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Bob Hope had to miss a -:Provi- 
dence booking on his barnstorm- 
ing tour last week when weather 
on Wednesday (26) made it impos- 
sible to fly from here to Providence 
for engagement at the Arena that 
night. More than $20,000, repre- 
senting a sellout, had to be re- 
funded. 





Unwilling to take any chances 
on sky clearing later in the day 


or next, Hope and his gang got a 
special car attached to Boston- 
bound train Wednesday afternoon 
and reached Hub following morn- 
ing for the Boston date. It was a 
good thing they did, too, since 
weather continued bad here, and 
comedian’s special plane, which 
has been flying him from city to 
city, was still on the ground here 


| 48 hours later. 


Hope’s Pittsburgh date at Gar- 
dens was socko, show playing to 
around 7,300, as many as could be 
packed into the local arena, and 
better than $20,000. 


Feb. 1. 
nitery with a 


Hollywood, 

Cotton Club, new 
sepia talent policy, opens next 
Monday (7) on the site of the 
defunct Florentine Gardens. Oper- 


ator is Hal Stanley, -husband of 
Kay Starr, songstress. 


Count+ Basie teplines initial lay- 
out at a $3,500 weekly guarantee 
against an undisclosed cut of door 
admissions which will be pegged at 
$1. There will be no cover charge. 
Supporting acts are Berry Bros., 
Stump & Stumpy. Enid Williams, 
Teddy Hale Jr.. Tondelayo and a 
line of 12 girls 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists okayed the new operation after 
Stanley proved he had no connec- 
tion with Frank Bruni, who went 
into bankruptcy last vear, shutter- 
ing the Florentine. Stanley posted 
a $2.500 cash bond with AGVA to 
cover weekly salaries of floorshow 
acts and chorines. 

AGVA still is battling in Federal 
Court here to get a creditor’s cut 
of whatever is realized from the 
Flo-Gar Inc., bankruptey proceed- 
ings. Spot’s foldo left AGVA mem- 
bers on the hook for $7,000, in- 
cluding around $1,000 owed Jackie 
Green and $400 due Lew Hearn. 
AFM Local 47 members were owed 


the same amount but the union 
got the coin when Flo-Gar bar 


stocks were auctioned off. 























Jon pees 
Carlton and Karrol 


Featured in Their 12th Week at 
MURAL LOUNGE, Kenmore Hotei 
BOSTON, MASS. 





























aye IMPRESSIONIST v2 


stardust.” 


heard.” 


Personal Management: 


H. D. RICKERT 
545 Fifth Avenue, New ‘York 





BERNIE 
GEORGE B 


Currently Appearing 


ARTHUR GODFREY TALENT SCOUT SHOW 


CAPITOL, Newyork 


THANKS: ARTHUR GODFREY, LARRY PUCK, 
PENNY MORGAN 


Just Concluded 
GLASS HAT, New York 


ED SULLIVAN 
“Recommended ... he’s powdered with 


LOUIS SOBOL 
“Triple A endorsement .. 


ALLEN RICH (Los Angeles Valley Times) 
“The best 


RADIO DAILY 
“Terrific impressions via his own ABC 
coast to coast show.” 





with the 


. a rare mimic.” 


impersonator I have ever 


Booking Representative: 
DICK RICHARDS 
545 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Morris Agcy. Signing Plenty Acts 
To Provide Pool for Vaudeo Shows 


| 


Carmen Miranda’s Repeat | 
At 6G Pays Off in Spades _ 


Buffalo, Feb. 1. 

Harry Atlman and Harry Wal- 
lens, operators of the Town Casi- 
believed to be the opening up of no, Buffalo, found that an addition- 
numerous indie vaude houses al $6,000 investment in Carmen 
which use non-name talent. An-| Miranda paid off even after an 
other is the uncertain feeling of entire show was booked. Spot hit 
what courses video will take in the one of the biggest grosses in the 
future. With video sponsors cur- Latin’s four-day engagement. 
rently looking for low-priced vau- Miss Miranda had played 





_William Morris Agency is en-+# 
larging its lists by signing up virtu- | 
ally every act in sight. This is dis- | 
tinct reversal over former policy of 
rejecting the greater percentage of 
acts in favor of the comparatively | 
few that were easier to sell. 

Reason for the latest move is 


the 


deo packages, need for constant cafe previous week, and manage- 
act changes makes it imperative ment decided to hold her over 


that the office have a huge talent when she had four days open prior 
pool to fall back on. to opening at the Latin Casino, 
Another factor making the.larger  phjjadelphia. 


erating costs of agencies. WM as AC. WILL NEED THAT 
EXCURSION BIZ THIS YR. 


well as other agencies are reluct- 

ant to buy from other offices and 

thus get only 5% instead of the 

usual 10°%.. It’s been found that 

1 ak >mraAae : o7 . 

it takes upwards of 6% to run an Atlantic City, Feb. 1. 

office, consequently split-commis- Per. ; 

Believing that a slump in sea- 

sonal crowds will come this year, 
and it will be a struggle for both 
summer and winter business from 
here in, the Atlantic City Amuse- 





sions represent a loss. 

With the acquisition of more 
performers, agency will attempt 
to build more names. It feels that 
video provides a greater opportun- 
ity to build talent than ever before. 


Morris probably has the largest ment Men’s Association, composed 
list of important video packages of owners and managers of various 


enterprises, has launched a drive 
for return to the prewar one-day 
excursions. 


among the talent agencies, and 
should a performer click through 
an appearance on one of its shows, 
they want him on their books. 


THOMAS HOT 25G, HUB 
Danny Thomas’ engagement 
the Latin Quarter, Boston, result- 
ed in a record-breaking $24,900 
during his last week. 
It’s the highest gross in any Hub 
cafe since the end of war. 


For many years these one-day 
excursions brought thousands from 
all sections of the east, which made 

at for plenty biz. The war caused 
them to be discontinued, and until 
the amusement men acted, no 
effort was made to have them 
resumed, 

Edward J. O'Keefe, secretary of 
the organization, déclared that at 
one time the excursions were the 
backbone of business. 

















Manny Opper 














While the big hotels get little 

that new comedian excursion trade, the crowds brought 
90th Week here give the other businesses on 
Hollywood Show Lounge the walk a tremendous lift. The 
Chicago piers especially get a big bite, even 

Pers, Mgt.: IRV LEVIN if the excursion runs into a rainy 








day 























ANew VAUDEVILLE AGENCY Js Born! 


WILLIAM MACK 


ALBERT RICKARD 


THE 


ALBERT RICKARD 
AGENCY 


1650 BROADWAY 
New York 19, N. Y. 


Suite 1108 Phone: JUdson 2-0234-5-6 
The above has been made possible only 

by reason of the confidence expressed to 

me by the personnel of the below listed 

circuits, which | had the pleasure of booking 

during my association with the Arthur 

Fisher Agency for the last twenty years. 


SKOURAS THEATRES CORP. 
BRANDT THEATRES 
CENTURY THEATRES 
METROPOLITAN THEATRES Co. of New England 


NATURALLY — new swusiness wetcome: 











What Alibi Now? 

Vaude bookers are wonder- 
ing what's holding up personal 
appearance tours of film head- 
liners. ‘They’ve beenexpecting | 
a parade because of slack stu- | 
dio production, only to be told 
that the stars prefer sunshine 
and swimming pools. 

Since the Hollywood snow- 
fall, they feel the excuse no 
longer applies. 


Midwest Vaude 
On the Upbeat 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Midwest vaude bookings are on 
the upbeat with film houses going 
in for one-nighters and split week 
bookings on regular schedule. Sur- 


|hills (3), Calvin Jackson, Roxy- 
|ettes & Escorts, H. Leopold Spital- 
i ny Chorus, Paul Ash Orch; “Yel- 
|low Sky” (20th), reviewed in Va- 
RIETY Nov. 24, 48. 





| Danny Kaye's authority as an en- 
'tertainer has increased with every 
| successive engagement. In New 
| York for the first time in several 
years, Kaye returns to nis former 
haunts with an international back- 
ground following a phenomenal 
engagement at the Palladium, Lon- 
}don, where he will return shortly 
after his Roxy stand. 

The Roxy hasn't seen anything 
like this for sometime. During the 
previous bill with Tony Martin 
headlining, the juves dented the 





prisingly enough, although pic; usual Roxy decorum. With Kaye, 
houses have not thought radio adults join in expressive adulation. 
much of a threat, except for such| On the opening show the comic 

was on for 35 minutes, which as 


programs as “Stop The Music,” 
several exhibitors have said the 
recent demand for acts has been 
brought about by the competition 
of television. In contrast to‘ usual 
weekend vaude dates, new houses 
have been bringing in acts during 
the first and middle of the week. 

Among theatres adopting the 
policy are the Palace, Gary, Ind., 
and the Rivoli, Muncie, Ind. The 
Circle in Indianapolis has resumed 
acts on full week basis. Other op- 


far as the audience was concerned, 
could have been only a starter. 
Inasmuch as his contract permits 
him to be on as long as he pleases, 
subsequent shows will probably 
find him cavorting for longer pe- 
riods. He’s been known to be on 
stage 90 minutes without overstay- 
ing his welcome. 

Kaye attunes himself to the audi- 
ence immediately. A few well- 
chosen gestures and he’s in solid 
with the mob. It’s of little moment 


erators in Oshkosh, Wis., Wauke- whether he does comedy, bandlead- 
gan, Ill.: Peoria, Ill., are also con- ing, “Night and Day” or his newest 
templating stage bills. However, bit, “Gypsy.” from his forthcoming 


chief handicap is refusal of musi- film, “Happy Times’—each is top 


cians’ union and the stagehands to, Miming. The latter number, in 
adopt less stringent wage demands. which he enlists the aid of the 
audience in making weird noises 


eS W y us 
Some of the houses will ey cree for background, looms as a worthy 
successor to his “Minnie the 
Moocher.” Another laugh-provoker 
is his impressions of singers. Satire 
of an off-key chanteur is a master- 
piece and his rib of glee clubs 
Similarly comes off well. On his 


bands so that they will not 
to meet nut of a pit band. 

In Chicago, the Atlantic of the 
Schoenstadt chain has_ instituted 
mid-week vaude with the Palace 
in Cicero using talent on weekends. 
Schoenstadt may use stage bills in 
other houses. While Warner thea- 
tres are not going into vaude, Es- 
saness chain is watching develop- 
ments. Standard circuit in Wiscon- 
sin is also contemplating some spe- 
cial dates. 


which brought on the Roxy finale, 
otherwise clamor would have kept 
him there for a longer session. 
Kaye’s comedics are a combina- 
tion of sensitive artistry and broad 
burlesque. It’s the workable com- 
_ bination of both that gives him a 


= unique niche as a comic. His finely 

Grade Agency Nixes uaa is cok ac tae ok 
MCA Deal; Will Set 

| Up Own US. Branch 


of eyes and body are as much a 
part of Kaye as they would be toa 
top ballet dancer. He’s at various 
times subtle and broad with a 
knack of doing the unexpected that 
Lew Grade. of the Lew & Leslie Makes his performance a memor- 
Grade agenc.. London, is seeking able event. 
to establish a New York branch For Kaye's stand, the Roxy has 
of the agency following collapse eliminated the ice revue. In_ its 
of the negotiations with Music Stead, Calvin Jackson does a ren- 
Corp. of America for sale of the dition of “Rhapsody in Blue,” with 
Grade office. Grade, currently lin- choral background by the H. Leo- 
ing up talent in New York, declared pold Spitalny group. Although 
at hee ih .,. vackson is an excellent pianist, the 

that the agency preferred to re- caquence is a bit slow for an 
=~ its identity and work on its opener. 
own, " : 

Plan to establish a U. S. branch , SPeed of the show is picked up 
awaits consent by the British gov- 
ernment because of the necessary. 
export of dollar reserves to open 
and maintain the office until it’s 
able to pay its own way. Branch 


by the Dunhills, tap trio, with a 
pair of well defined dances that 

will screen acts for use in Britain 

and on the continent. 


‘constitute a sapient mixture of en- 
Grade is also lining up concert 


ergetic cleat work routined into ap- 
plause-winning stanzas. Exit mitt 

artists for presentation at Empress 

and Albert halls, London. 


STOP THE MUSIC’ UNIT 
SET FOR VAUDE TOUR 


Hint of the unorthodoxy of the 
Roxy crowd was indicated during 

Vaude edition of “Stop the Mu- 
sic’ has been readied for stage 


Georgia Gibbs’ turn. Her parting 
presentation. Unit, which has been 


piece, “New York’s My Town,” 
brought forth applause in the mid- 
dle when she mentioned various 
localities. Even with the interrup- 

forming since last summer, was 

held in abeyance pending possible 

action on radio giveaway shows by 

the Federal Communications Com- 


tions it’s evident that her treat- 
ment of numbers merited applause 

missiop. Since no action has been 

taken it’s assumed giveaways are 








on its own. A modicum of blues 
injections into the arrangements 
makes her tunes standout. Rendi- 
tion of “It's a Big, Wide, Wonder- 
ful World” and “So In Love” are 
Similarly of big-league caliber. 
The Roxy production is down to 
a minimum, with the big item be- 
ing a step routine. As always, the 
Gae Foster charges provide pleas- 


—_____. 
H R 
Rexy. N. Y. i Stanley, Pitt 
Danny Kaye (Sammy Prager, ac- | r Pittsburgh Jan. 29 
/companist), Georgia Gibbs, Dun- Jack Carson, Emerald Sisters 


preem show he exited to “Dinah,” | 





(2), Bob Sweeney, George Ma 
Dave Willock, Robert Alda, Mar 
Hutton, Max Adkins 
(15); “Flaxy Martin” 


nn, 
ton 
House Orch 
(WB), 

| 





WB deluxer has its first flesh in 
nearly four years this week, and 
vaude-hungry packed house at 
opening show ate up everything 
Jack Carson & Co. threw at them 
They threw plenty, too, a fusillade 
of corn and slapstick that’s a miy. 
ture of “Hellzapoppin’” and gay. 
dust. 

With Carson working his heaq 
off, and concentrating on that Self- 
deprecating manner which puts any 
screen biggie in good grace imme. 
diately, everything rings the bel] 
It’s not just the starved-for-stage 
crowd either, for the unit Carson 
has put together is well in the 
upper brackets on practically ajj 
entertainment counts. 

Star comes out at curtain and 
makes light of what’s to follow, 
and then takes off. Bob Sweeney 
of former radio team of Sweeney 
& March, gets his biggest laugh 


just by stepping out on the stage 
after Carson has said “my good 
friendge Dennis Morgan, just 
dropped in, and I'd like to intpo- 


duce him.” That’s Sweeney’s cue, 
and the appearance of the balding, 
bespectacled, rumpled comic is a 
howl. Might have been better for 
Sweeney to quit, however, when he 
was ahead, since a degree of mo- 
notony creeps into his later cross- 
fire with Carson. Just before him, 
Emerald Sisters have gotten things 
off to flying start. They're a couple 
of socko tumblers and acrobats, 
Carson’s intro of a five-vear-old bal- 
ilet dancer from Chi produces elon- 
gated George Mann in the get-up 
he used to wear as half of team 
of Barto and Mann, and still a 
scream with his mugging and ec- 
centric legmania. Dave Willock, 
Tugwell on the Carsen radio show, 
“ (Continued on page 48) 





+**Trampeliaingly Yours??? 
+Paul & Paulette Trio 
+ 


Currently 


LATIN QUARTER 
NEW YORK CITY 


—BERLE TY 


“Paul Paulette doubling 
from the Latin Quarter, N. \ ran 
through their acrotwists on the trams > 





SHOW- 


4444444644 


qpoline with amazing agillty Act, + 

4xiven top production values. was a? 

4 video natural.” . | 
VARIETY, January 26 + 


@Dir.: LOU COHAN, 203 N. Wabash ale 
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JUANITA ELLIOTT 
(of the Old Vaudeville Team, 
“ELLIOTT SISTERS") 
has been confined to bed many years. 


ORDERS FOR HER BOOKS AND 





OIL PAINTINGS WILL BE 
APPRECIATED 
“Memories of a Soubrette.” relating 


author's own experiences on the 
Price $1.00. 
Four Books of Poems —‘‘Rain 
Ribbons.”” $1; “Songs of the 
Southwest,” $1: “Wayside Notes of a 
Gypsy-Foot,” Tic; “My Flower Gar- 
den,’ 50c. AU postpaid. 
BEAUCTIFUL OW PAINTINGS of 
“Texas Blue Bonnets” and various 
scenes, from $5 up, according to size. 
JUANITA ELLIOTT 

Editor The Chaiter Box 

Hotel Buffalo, Buffalo 3, N. Y. 


the 
stage, 
Also 


bow 











NAOMI STEVENS 


“Chants with a Chuckle” 








JUST CONCLUDED 


BOWERY, DETROIT| | 


























ant atmosphere and help the show 
legal. to get into a graceful anes of — | 
“Stop the Music,” which played Mood. Paul Ash's band showbacks | EL MOROCCO Montreal 
its sole vaude date at the Capitol Competently. ; | 
theatre, N. Y., last summer, has Arthur Knorr’s settings are dec- | a Vane & 15 Seem 
been set for the Hippodrome, ! orative and utilitarian. Jose. 
Baltimore, Feb. 10 and Adams, == ~ = : = —————— 








Newark, Feb. 17. It’s likely that 
the State, Hartford, will follow. 

Unit will carry its own conduc- 
tor and will use house bands at 
the various stops. Bob Russell is 
slated for the emcee spot. Eddie 
Fisher and Gloria Elwood are 
signed as singers 


VAL 
and 


PAT 





Nitery Razed by Fire 
Lima, O., Feb. 1. 
The Alpine Village, local night 
club, was destroyed by fire of un- 
determined origin early Jan. 27, 
with damage estimated at between 
$50,000 and $60,000. 
Nobody was injured in the blaze. 





DESTI 


Ask: JULES ZIEGLER 


545 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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LEW and LESLIE GRADE Ln. 
EUROPES LEADING THEATRICAL AGENCY 
Thank MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA For Their Offer 


LEW and LESLIE GRADE Ltd. 


ARE NOT EXCLUSIVELY REPRESENTED BY ANY AGENCY IN THE U. S. A. 











DURING THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE BOOKED THE FOLLOWING ATTRACTIONS FROM 
AMERICA INTO THE LONDON PALLADIUM AND OTHER THEATRES IN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND EUROPE ; 


JACK BENNY ALLAN JONES 
EDGAR BERGEN MARY LIVINGSTONE 
GEORGE and BERT BERNARD MARYLYN MAXWELL 
BELITA VIRGINIA O'BRIEN 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL PETERS SISTERS 
PHIL HARRIS PEGGY RYAN 

LENA HORNE JEAN SABLON 


HARRISON and FISHER VAL SETZ 

SCHALLER BROS. HERMAN HYDE 

RILEY and HELLER SAMUELS and MARVELLE 

FRANCIS and GREY EVERS and DOLOREZ 
REPRESENTING 


THE GRANADA THEATRES CIRCUIT KNIE BROS. SWISS NATIONAL CIRCUS 
LEWISHAM HIPPODROME, LONDON FRANZ MIKKENIE DUTCH NATIONAL CIRCUS 
CROYDON EMPIRE, LONDON CIRQUE MEDRANO, PARIS 
WINTER GARDENS THEATRE, MORECAMBE GAUMONT CINEMA, PARIS 
DAVID N. MARTIN AND THE TIVOLI THEATRES AUSTRALIA LTD. 
VICTOR HOCHHAUSER CONCERTS AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL AND EMPRESS HALL, EARLS COURT 


ALSO 
EUROPES OUTSTANDING ATTRACTIONS AND NOVELTY ACTS 





MR. LEW GRADE IS NOW IN THE U.S.A. AND WILL BE VERY PLEASED TO NEGOTIATE ENGAGEMENTS FOR EUROPE WITH e 
e ALL AGENTS FOR ARTISTES—c/o EDWARD SHERMAN OFFICES, NEW YORK AND HOLLYWOOD. 











Thanks to Mr. VAL PARNELL, Managing Director of the LONDON PALLADIUM and MOSS 
EMPIRES, Ltd., for his confidence and to our good friend Mr. EDWARD SHERMAN for his in- 
valuable cooperation, help and advice. 


REGENT HOUSE 235-241 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W 1 


TELEPHONES: REGENT 5821-2-3—5592-3 CABLES: GRADAGE LONDON 


Paris Office: GEORGE LEROY, 6 Rue Cardinal Mercier 
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Loew Circuit Opens Additional 
Playing Time on Spot Basi 


Playing time on the Loew circuit 
is increasing. Latest house to join 
the stageshow list is Shea’s, Buf- 
falo. House is slated to play 
Ink Spots, Feb. 10; Sammy Kaye, 
May 11 and Frankie Laine, July 28. 

Resumption of. stageshows at the 
Buffalo is a result of the recent 
breakup of a pooling arrangement 





Autry’s Boff $13,000 
In K.C. Solo Date 


Kansas City, Feb. 1. 
Gene Autry and troupe here Jan. 
24 played to 8,500 in a matinee 
performance in the Municipal Au- 
ditorium. Gross for the afternoon 


tg gg a aI a figured $13,000, a record for any 
“a6 > >< . " 

apher ath the pools cisso yr single performance here 

each house is on its own and ev- Besides Autry, troupe included 


ery circuit is back in competition 


Rufe Davis, Ginny, Jaekson, Dewey 
with each other. 


Sisters, Jack and Bobby Knapp, 
Laineé Pat Buttram, Frankie Marvin, 


Piermont has also. set 





for the State theatre, Cleveland, Johnny Bond, Carl Cotner, Jackie 
March 10. House recently played Swift. Cass County Boys and the 
its first vaude bill in several years cow ponies. Champion and Little 
with Jane Powell topping. Gross Champion 

indicated feasibility of continuing : 

the spot show policy. 


STOOPNAGLE, FLIPPEN TO 
HEAD GODFREY UNITS 


Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase Taylor) 
Richmond and and J. C. Flippen will head Ar- 
thur Godfrey units. The Colonel 
is slated to take over the eastern 
unit when show opens at the 
Adams theatre, Newark, March 10 
This is the unit which opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the Capitol 
theatre, N.Y. 

Flippen will head the western 
unit slated to start at the Oriental 


Within the past few months, 
Loew’s has opened up more houses 
on a spot basis than at any time 
since prewar days. Other thea- 
tres under that policy are in Wa- 
terbury, Conn.: 
Norfolk. 





Speeding Ticket Pays Off 


Harry Kilby, General Artists 
Corp. veepee, found a speeding fine 
extremely profitable. Arrested in 
Woodbridge, N. J., Sunday (30), 
Kilby was fined $10 and Costs, 
but police sergeant collecting the theatre, Chicago, Feb. 24. Per- 
fine, upon learning of Kilby’s posi- gonnel for the latter unit is still to 
tion, authorized him to submit a pe selected by Larry Puck in 
show costing $1,000 for the Wood- | charge of the Godfrey units. 
bridge Police Benevolent fund. Godfrey will be unable to tour 





Fine can go on the expense ac- with the eastern unit inasmuch 
eount legitimately. as he must remain around New 
oe York for his radio and television 

Jerry Colonna due at the Adams shows. 





theatre, Newark, March 3. 

















Allan Jones, George Mann 
Set for British Bookings 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 


Allan Jones, closing at the end 
of this week in Ed Wynn's “Laugh 
Carnival,” will sail around the end 
of March for England and. some 
London bookings as well as a tour 
of the provinces. It will be Jones’ 
second trip abroad and the direct 
result of his English clicks last 
summer, when he spent several 
months there. 


STAR OF STAGE 
RADIO AND VIDEO 


JERRY 
COOPER 





Currently This time, he'll take George 
CURLEY’S Mann, formerly of the team of 

7 Barto and Mann, with him, and 
Minneapolis they'll do an act together as an 
afterpiece to Jones’ vocal session. 

. Pers. Mgt.: Mann is currently on tour with 
TED BROOKS Jack Carson, but latter’s bookings 


wind up with four weeks at Strand 
. z theatre, N. Y., following present 
Tele.: PL. 9-1344 engagement at the Stanley thea- 
_ tre. Mann and Jones will have 
somemmemes/N PHILADELPHIA, PA. same kind of a turn Carson and 


134 East 57th St., New York 




















. Mz “ d ; s d hic} si cer 
CLINTON HOTEL 202 | ana comedian siso did together on 


200 OUTSIDE ROOMS a USO tour of Italy in 1945. 


from *2 DAILY 





| Latest to be signed for summer 
dates at the Palladium, London. 
are the Glenns, starting June 6. 
and Doc Marcus for show begin- 
ning July 25, 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 


Beautiful Aix Conditioned Cocktadl Mounge 
QM WALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRE Sema 


= 











GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 






ee 


| Boston, March 13. 


| years. 


'-heretofore. 





,tion and to ogle and 





Nitery Dates New 


Costello Twins open at the Town | 
Casino, Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 7, and. 15 Mins. 
follow with the Latin Quarter, Persian Room, N. Y. 











D’Angelo & Vanya pacted for 7 | 
ber” i cert and radio, may not have much | 
wa Bey ee — pool eee. of a cafe routine at present, but he 
Y "Feb. 10 _at least suggests strong promise for | 
ws Gilsson slated for the | Rummomes’, RR aye BP Nagel 
; ; ; ‘¢ | looking, Wrightson is o e ro-| 
Wedgwood room of the Waldorf- mantic school, the sort of per-| 
Astoria, N. Y., Feb. 24. , | former who could fit into a typical | 
Ilona Massey into the Last Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, | 
es ag ny Marchi : i granted sovers) deficiencies are 
rginia rien opens a 1@ straightened out. 
Hollenden, Cleveland, March 3. At the Plaza’s Persian Room it 
= would require a practiced eye pee 
ear to detect his capabilities amidst 
’ , several distinct flaws. But he’s 
Liquor Bd. May Lift got natural charm and a robust 
° ? ° baritone that, in the main, he uses 
License of Mercur S, Pitt, | effectively. And he doesn't get 
flustered under difficult circum- 


For Series of Violations stances. At the opening here he 


had trouble with a truculent mike 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 1 


that he should learn not to hold 
State Liquor Control Board in-| and 


sway while he’s singing be- 
stituted proceedings last week to cause of its tendency to vibrate 
lift the booze license of Mercur’s 


under those conditions 
Music Bar, one of downtown's lead- Wrightson’s presentation is in 
ing night spots. on a number of 


the trite idiom of most concert 
charges, including sales to minors, 


baritones when they embark on a 
: : P |date of this type, namely his en- 
employing minors and letting en-| 28 yi y 
tertainers mix with patrons. Aleck 


trance on the floor while singing 
: and his saunter around the room 

Shusett and Elizabeth Sabo were while ballad-romancing the ring- 

named as owners in the citation, siders. That’s so corny that it will 

although spot is under the manage- ] 

ment of Harry Fox. 


endear him only to the Shuberts. 

|All that was missing was an arm- 

Trouble began for Mercur'’s last ful of roses that he could toss to 
August when it held a ‘“‘Mrs. Amer- 

ica’’ beauty contest, the disgruntled 


the customers. 
He does operetta-type and mu- 
winner of which, Mrs. Virginia 
Rohrbacker, testified for the State. 


sicomedy numbers, plus an oper- 
atic takeoff. He sings forte al- 

Following the finals, five contes- 

tants charged they were victimized 


ways, which is a mistake, since it 
doesn’t give him much chance for 
by misleading advertisements with 
promises. of a salary they didn’t 


shading. 
Wrightson has the stuff to click. 
What he needs right now is’ 
get, but that suit was dismissed 
for lack of evidence. Fox claimed 
at the time that the promoter of 


astute management. Kahn, 
the contest was Don D’Carlo, a 
local agent. 


Mercur’s has had one previous 
tilt with the Liquor Control Board 
when its license was suspended for 
25 days ir 1945 for refilling liquor 
bottles. It was under different 


management then. 
the place Miss Warren can show to 


U.S., British Acts in Line 
For Scandinavia Dates | Post 2cyantaze. being long, (nar. 


to overcome all these back-break- 
ing hardships, which in itself is a 
pretty good test of what she can 
: ; ib tn . | do. Gal makes a striking appear- 
up a flock of acts for Scandinavia. | anoe and the voice wraps up the 
These include Billy Cotton and / rest. It’s warm, with a wide range 
band, for Chinese theatre, Stock-| and, unlike many microphone-hug- 
holm, month of April; Morton} ging songstresses, she isn’t afraid 
Fraser and His Harmonica band to open it up. Hits the high regis- | 
for May; Syd Seymour and band ters with ringing effectiveness, and | 
for Scandinavia month of July, | she sure can caress those low 
n i ixevy for Chines _| notes. | 
rd or yO add Former featured vocalist with 
, . ; ; ‘_ | Art Mooney, Charlie Barnet and 
He’s also dickering with Kath-| Cjaude Thornhill, and later on the 
arine Dunham and her “Caribbean| CBS program, “Sing It Again,” 
Rhapsody” for month of June, and Miss Warren sticks chiefly to pops, | 
Buster Shaven’s midgets for March} but her arrangements are neatly | 
te replace Nicholas Bros., who are! put together to give them a slicker 
due in Hollywood shortly for) shine than usual. She’s naturally, 
Metro, in Carl Gerhart’s revue, at | getting in a lot of plugs for her 
Gottenburg, Sweden. most recent waxings, “Joe,” “Why 
Is It,” “What’s My Name” and 

P| pg —_ mn goo A-1, 

salesman for herself an ictor. 

Ink Spots Renew Gale Phil Delle Penna gives her an! 
The Int Spots 
their contract 
agency for an 





FRAN WARREN 
Songs 
| 15 Mins. 
Mercur’s Music Bar, Pitt. 

This is the first nitery date for 
Fran Warren on heels of big build- 
up she’s been getting from RCA- 
Victor via platters and the wide 
coverage by disk jocks. It’s ob- 
| vious, too, that singer has just as 
| much to sell in person as she does 
on wax. She’s a real comer. 

Although Mercur’s isn’t exactly 





London, Jan. .25. 
Working in association with Hymie 
Zahl, agent Benkt Sterner has lined 





okay piano background. In the 
right kind of room, where atmos- 
phere and lights play a big part, 
Fran Warren can’t miss. Cohen. 


have renewed | 
with the Gale 
additional three 


| 
They had been pacted for a year) MICHAEL BROWN | 
| Songs | 
| 10 Mins. 
S Lak eooe —— N. nf ee 
ith a “cute,” almost pixie-ish 
aranac e | quality to his presentation, Michael 
By Happy Benway . | Brown is an_ ingratiating per- 
Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 1. | former. He writes his own ma- 
Frank Shapiro and Moe Roberts) terial. His songs are ultra-, 
in from Chicago for a skiing vaca-| Sophisticated, and the lyrics are 
chat with | Very clever in the main. He ac-) 

Mary (legit) Mason, who is comps himself at the keys. 
skedded for go home papers soon. Practically all of his stuff is in 
Louise (RKO) Harris celebratea the satirical vein, like the take-' 
birthday with a flock of greetings off on the college gal majoring in 
from well wishers. She mastered, men, and with much of it one has 
four stages of thoracoplasty oper- to listen closely to get the lyrics. 
ation which places her on the good! Plus which Brown has a retiring 
side of the ledger. sort of personality that’s clicko in 
Jack Clancy, former X-ray tech-! 42 intimate room such as this. And 
nician of the Rogers, into Memo-|»@ has the quality of never ap- 
rial hospital (N. Y.) for a major | Pearing offensive even when his 
operation. ilyries are bluest. Kahn. | 


Among the old-timers making | coon se | 
nifty progress. are Sig Mealy, Mark . MARTHA DAV IS 
Wilson, Edwin Gaiser and Jim Singer-pianist | 
Wotton. 13 Mins. a a | 
lo Oi bas _ | Blue Angel, N. Y. 
tet te nae tae Ge ee Martha Davis has an infectious 
US quality to her songs and pianisms 





=. ; ; é i that should establish her strongly 
Birthday salutations are in or- in the east after a similar achieve- 
der to Arthur Slattery, Frank} ment on the.Coast. Hefty, colored 


Hynes, Lottie Wilcox and Eugene, performer is an uninhibited jiver 
Reed, all Rogerites. - who does mostly rhythm tunes in 
Mark Wilson, publicity man. throaty voice, and an occasional 
ended his first observation period | ballad points up that she does that 
with a nifty medical report. | type as well. What she should for- 
Write to those who are ill. ‘get, however, are those lapses into 


{ 


| EARL WRIGHTSON | 
Songs 


Acts 


the blue lyrics; she doesn’ 
them. ' Site 
Opens with a particularly fast. 


|tempoed “Blue Skies” that estab. 
Earl Wrightson, from opera, con- | lishes her rock-’n’-rhythm type of 


act, and with that opening num. 
ber she’s got the audience. Then a 
calypso, followed by a Harlem 
blues, a riff piano piece, “Teg for 
Two” (doing “Honeysuckle Rose” 
with the right hand), the comedy 
“Big Fat Daddy,” and ending with 
“Stormy Weather” and “Miss Otig 
Regrets.” It’s a sharply varied rou. 
tine that points up her versatility 
in song and on the piano, al] of 
which is accompanied by a winning 
personality and style of perform. 
ance that, whilé in the idiom of 
other colored songstresses-pianists 
is certainly no copy Miss Davis 
has her own distinctive style 
Kahn, 
ETHEL SHELL 
Songs 
7 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Ethel Shell is a cute songstress 
who needs additional experience, 
Miss Shell, although possessing a 
pleasing voice, needs better tune 
selection and stronger projection. 

With additional playing time, she 
can make the grade for cafe work, 

Jose. 
IGNACIO BOLA 


Songs and Piano 
14 Mins. 


| Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 


Ignacio -Bola, Latin-American 
import, while strange to Yanqui 
showmanship, indicates he’s a 
singer of warmth and sensitivity, 
He had still to bring out these at- 
tributes in his initial U. S. date at 
Cafe Society Downtown, mainly 

(Continued on page 48) 











PIUTEPETE 


“GREATEST HOG CALLER 
EAST OF THE ROCKIES’ 


NOW APPEARING 


4th Year at 
THE VILLAGE BARN, New York 


3rd Year at 
THE STORK CLUB, New York 


2nd Year on 
NBC-TV NETWORK 


FEATURED SQUARE DANCE 
CALLER AND COUNTRY GAME 
SQUIRE 
Organizer for Country Games, 
Square Dances, Mixers, Etc. 


Mgt.: M. KAUFMAN 
53 West 8th St., New York 11, N. Y. 








————— 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
~ (Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Eaeh Book) $10 per Book 
Send 10c for Hsts of other comedy 


material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C.O.D.’8 
PAULA SMITH 
————— 
—— 

















FOR SALE 


Blue and Goid Beautifully 
Trained for Dancing Girl. Also White Cock- 
ates Handsome Well-Trained Bell nine 
Real feature act. Also large set pom 
Chimes for Trained Horse or Pony oF nen 
Act. Other Birds and Props. Address. — 
E. Roberts, Pamahasika’s Circus Headquar as. 
3504 N. 8th Street, Philadelphia 40, Pem 


Macaw Bird, 
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a City, Miami Beach 
— Miami gor Jan. Se 
Thompson & Williams Bros., 
P Ey ind Hayes with Mary Healy, 
: k Cole Dancers, Sammy Kaye 
Orch Georgie Tapps, Tony Bavaar, 
n Arden Line (12); minimum 
$5; Barry Gray in the Lounge; 
no minimum or cover. 





ite the fairly strong lineups 
presented heretofore, this top spot 
hasn't been doing too solid biz. 
However, current show will draw 
them in. Q . 

Surprise is the manner in which 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy 
walk off with the show, thanks to 
canto of slick new routines. This 
despite the wham potentials of Kay 
Thompson and the Williams Bros., 
plus the zing of the Jack Cole 
group. 

Miss Thompson, and the quartet, 
on first show viewing, purv@ved the 
same numbers which had them 
standing in line here last season. 
Not due to lack of new material, 
put to the lack of musical rehears- 
als; Sammy Kaye's orch having ar- 
rived too late to rehearse the new 
pits. However, come second night, | 
the group set up a series of smart 
new song-dance-precision sessions 
in their own sophisticated vein that 
pelted the aud solidly. Militating 
against first-night reaction, too, 
was the preceding appearance of 
Jack Cole Dancers, which took the 
edge off; Subsequent shows, how- 
ever, had them following with their 
Harlem-jive impresh that builds | 
to a begoff. 

Hayes and Miss Healy, as their | 
act is currently constituted, would 
be tough even for anyone to fol- 
low. There is their incisive carbon- 
ings of a disk jock sesh, with Hayes 
vocamiming of Jack Smith and Jan) 
Peerce being showstop material. 
Miss Healy, too, had them pound- 
ing with her takeoffs on Lena 
Horne, Rose Murphy and others. 


Other standouts are the ‘Pussy- 
cat Song,” the gun moll and squeal- 
er sketch, filled with howls, a dev- 
astating satire of Louella Par-| 
sons introducing a ‘‘new discovery” | 
and Hayes’ windup belt with his 
version of “One For My Baby, And 
One For The Road” with a mixture 
of the pathetic drunk and soft 
comedy that should make this a 
worthy successor to his “Punchy 
Callahan” piece. 

Cole and his group, holding over, 
purvey their Indo-Javanese and the 
aforementioned Harlem routining 
in top fashion. Sammy Kaye and 

rchestra present their “So You 

ant To Lead A Band” idea be-! 
tween shows. For the show back- | 
grounding, they fall a bit short on | 
the brass and rhythm sections, | 
though should remedy this on suc- 
cessive shows. | 

Production holds over, with the) 
Tony Bavaar handling of the Benny | 
Davis-Abner Silver tunes being 
handsomely purveyed and the solo-| 
dance spots socked over. by) 
Georgies Tapps, brief as they are. | 
The line is eye-catching, the cos- 
tumes tasty and the staging by. 
Donn Arden imaginative. Lary. | 





College Inn, Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 27. 
William Snyder Orch (10), 
ey Dreamers (5), John Kriza, 
Ruth Ann Koesun, Blossom Lee, 
Harry Hall, Ralph Sterling, Kirby 
awks, Ed Prentiss; 
mmimum, $1 cover. 


_ Second in the series of produc- 
tions based on music and life story 
of pop and standard tune com- 
posers, proves that Ernie Byfield’s 
new idea for nightclub entertain- 
ment. is here to stay. Cole Porter 
Salute differs considerably from 
the first offering based on George 


Gershwin, #mce new show is minus | 


hame band, high cost talent and ex- 
[easive arrangements. Neverthe- 
ess, patrons have kept room filled 
to capacity. “Salute to Cole Porter” 

4 sock production in evéry sense. 

Some 11 numbers are tied to- 
fether by narration and special 
rch arrangements, using Porter 
ey to unfold composer's life via 

llet, modern dance, blackouts, 


lighting effects and dialog. Particu- | 


arly outstanding is the method in 
which ballet has been woven into 
ve presentation, with John Kriza, 
ae Ballet Theatre dancer, prov- 

& the potentialities of the medi- 
um in cafe circles, 


heme is set in opening mon-| 


~ of Cole Porter, with Ed Pren- 
nd fife rating on Porter’s music 
Hon ite as a “Study in Contrast.” 
Bin ey Dreamers, Harry Hall and 
tht ae Lee Sing through “Any 
and bors’ “Friendship,” “Night 

ay, and “Easy to Love,” with 


Tirby ce icking up Prentiss and 
the = awks, on opposite sides of 
age. Hawks’ resemblance to 


nent is remarkable and his man-| 


r 
of speech captures composer’s 


pe ; 
tween ty Perfectly. Chatter be- 


| predominate 
‘calling for the oldies. 
'take solo spots with brune® Vivian 
| Salonika standing out with her so- 


$2.50-$3.50 | 


ter, reviews early life of composer 
via sophisticated dialog, setting 
mmong for Yale number which fol- 
ows. 


_Kriza as Yale cheerleader ex- 
hibits gymnastic ability as Honey 
Dreamers in 1915 college garb, give 





| 


|dog Yale” yells during imaginative 
| game between Yale and Harvard. 
| Narration once again carries story 
ito Porter’s early Broadway at- 
jtempts via “In the Still of the 
| Night,” with Hall vocaling while 
/Ruth Ann Koesun interprets dance 
on other side of stage. Contrast 
in Porter’s music looms with “Be- 
gin the Beguine” dueted by Miss 
Lee and Hall for hefty applause. 
Narration brings Hawks back for 
“Miss Otis Regrets” while Kriza 
and Miss Koesun do an adagio un- 


folding story of song Routine is 
expertly done, through unusual 
choreography and jazzy musical 


background by Bill Snyder. Audi- 
ence likes this one, but applause 
is cut short by quick mood change 
into “Blow, Gabriel, Blow.” Ralph 
Sterling does neat job on vocals, 
after Mario Serritello, sax player, 
solos under misty spot effect. 
Honey Dreamers take up Porter's 


Broadway hits and _ break into 
“Let’s Do It.” Quintet displays 
top-notch vocal ability. Blackout 


plus narration move story to war 
era with Kriza as a sailor and Miss 
Koesun rendering version of 
“You'd Be So Nice To Come Home 
To,”’ with Honey Dreamers assist- 
ing in background. 

Story shifts to a rehearsal, get- 
ting idea across to audience of 
Porter’s earlier era. Hawks comes 
on scene as various acts ask him 
to write tunes as in the past, with 
acts then going into composer’s for- 
mer hits. 
musical would be named “Kiss Me, 
Kate.” Blackout follows, with 
Prentiss telling of Porter’s hit 
musicals that follow. Entire com- 
pany performs in “‘Night and Day” 


and production ends with few com- | 


ments by Prentiss with Snyder’s 
music in background. 


The 340 light cues, plus other 


technical aspects of the production, | 


are handled in slick manner. 


Greg. 


Swiss Chalet. Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 26. 
Les Cole & His Debutantes (5), 
Joe Isbell, Joe De Salvo Orch (6); 
$2.50 minimum, $1 cover. 





Low-ceilinged bistro with angled 
seating capacity will always have 
difficulty in obtaining suitable fare. 
Most sight acts are lost to half of 
the room, and dance teams that 
tend to glide upwards are also on 
the tabu list. However, Les Cole 
and his five singing misses, accom- 
plish a minor miracle in striking 
a certain note of intimacy. 


Gals have the standard repertory 
down pat, 
are slightly off the beaten track. 
They sound fresh, a difficult job 


be more effective routining, but 
the middle-aged customers, who 
in this room, keep 
Gals also 


| prano. 

Joe Isbell, attired in leather 
shorts, is held over from the last 
‘show. His yodeling of hillbilly 
Swiss tunes strikes the right note 
in this spot with his triple-wing 
\tongueing of “Swiss Love Song,” 
“Chime Bells” and “Alpine Milk- 
man.” 


ly and provides, for such a small 


band, excellent dance rhythms. 
Zabe. 


Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA, N. Y.) 
(FOLLOWUP) 





two weeks, in which Earl Wright- 
‘son (New Acts), concert, opera and 
‘radio baritone, and Pierre D’An- 


‘prise the bill. Plus which there's 
'Leo Reisman’s orch for the show 
| and dansapation, and Mark Monte's 
| Continentals for the Latin music. 
| Gracie Fields comes in Feb. 10. 
| Dance team is smart-looking, he 
| dark-haired and she a blonde. They 
go through the standard terps well 
| though they have a tendency to be 
‘somewhat affected at times. 
They’re attired attractively, and the 
' audience liked them. 

Wrightson, who’s on the CBS 
'“Family Hour,” had considerable 
trouble getting away from an en- 
‘thusiastie first-night audience. 
| Reisman, of course, as always, 
plays a neat show, and ditto for the 
straight customer dancing. And 


'Monte’s Continentals are standard 
i ‘for the one-two-three beat. 
rentiss and Hawks, as Por- | 


Kahn. 


out with “Bingo! Bingo!” and “Bull- | 


Hawks tells cast new | 


| Lawrence, youthful 
| has whipped together an unusually 


Joe de Salvo’s sextet backs solid- 


gelo and Vanya, baliroomers, com- | 


| 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. “Heat 
| Eddie Davis, Boyd Heath, Narda| 


& Maja, Carewe & O’Connor, Ethel 
Shell, Steve & Betty Stevens, Frank 
Shepherd line (6), Art Waner’s 
Orch; $3.50 minimum. 





As Leon and Eddie’s enters its 
20th year on 52d street, the spot 
is approaching several records, in- 
cluding one of longevity and, of 
course, the record-breaking run of 
Eddie Davis, the perennial, who 
pleases peasants and sophisticates 
alike. 

It’s one spot where bonifacing 
still attains the status of an art. 
Davis can make the minimum 
spenders feel like a king for a 
night, and treats the heavy-wad- 
ded citizenry like they were the 
saviors of the entertainment busi- 
ness. It’s a spot that will always 
do well even on repeat trade. 

The current show provides a 
good display of newcomers to show 
business, with the standard turn 
of Boyd Heath to provide solidity 
Heath, repeating here, is an af- 
fable emcee who makes his appeal 
with some good pipings and on- 
stage switch from tux to cowboy 
garb. He,does well. Other repeater 
is Narda, assisted by Maja, who 
while dancing, release a cote of 
pigeons that fly all around stage 
and then perch on dancers for ef- 
fective finale. 

Others in the current layout are 
Carewe and O’Connor, tapsters; 
Ethel Shell, singer, and Steve and 
Betty Stevens, ballroomers, all New 
Acts. 

Frank Shepherd’s — production 
doesn’t measure up to his previous 
work here, but the numbers still 
look okay. Art Waner’s band con- 
tinue, although Waner is currently 
maestroing at the Latin Quarter. 

Jose. 


Blue Room, N. O. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Jan. 26. 
Elliot Lawrence Orch (16), Jan 
Bart, Hoctor & Byrd, Rex Owen, 
Rosalyn Patton, Jack Hunter; $3 
minimum. 





There’s never a dull moment in 
the current layout. Show is one of 
the best booked into the spot in 


is the band of Elliot 
maestro, who 


|some time. 


Featured 


'capable and effective musical crew. 
| Lawrence’s handling of the group 
is expert. His rhythms are crisp 
|and well defined and he does not 
'indulge in the urge to smother a 
melody under fantastic fancy ar- 
rangements. 

plause-winning. His work at the 
keyboard is especially zesty during 
the band’s flashy rendition of ‘“Mal- 
aguena,”’ which tees off the floor 


S. 
| Rotund Jan Bart has a fine voice 
‘and an ingratiating manner that 
wins his audience from his walkon. 


/mixture of romantic ballads and 
| classic tunes. 


| The maestro’s pianistics are ap- 


but the arrangements He builds steadily with an adroit | 


He has the person- | 
to accomplish with Victor Herbert ality and voice to put over practi- i 
|medleys and hack tunes from op- | cally any kind of a tune, especially dors (5), Marianne Fedele, Pres- 
erettas such as “Student Prince.” | the ones in the high register. 
| Less accent on the old book might | scored solidly. 


Wave” for the 
rings,” “Coax Me A Little Bit” and 
then the socker, “Love For Sale,” 
which amounts to a show stop. Also 
wraps up with an apt carboning of 
Al Jolson doing “Mammy.” 

_ The De Marlos hold over and 
impress again with their smooth 
lifts and spins, worked into smart 
routinings that embrace every type 
of rhythm from classic to Latin. 
Talented pair off to hearty ap- 
plause. Maxmillian Bergere orch 
back the show. Jules Lande orch 
alternates for the dance sets. 
Lary. 


Terrace Room. Pitt. 
(WILLIAM PENN HOTEL) 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 26 

Kitty Kallen. Martin Bros (2 
Lee Henry, Billy Catizone Ore 
(8); $1-$1.50 cover. 

Only two acts on current bill. 
but they're both sock and pack 
plenty entertainment 

Practically from the moment 
cute-looking Kitty Kallen, niftily 
gowned, steps onto the floor, she 


has the crowd in the palm of her 
hand. Warms ‘em up with a couple 
of pops, including the punchy 
“Take Me Home This Minute,” 
and then uses a spoken intro, which 
sets the mood, for ‘“Glocca Morra.” 
Her impressions of Ethel Merman, 
Lena Horne and Ella Logan, whom 
she resembles somewhat, to special 
lyrics of “There’s No Business Like 
Show Business” are solid and bring 
recurrent palm-pounding in the 
middle of each and then she ties 
it up with “If I Had a Daddy in 
the White House.” For encores, she 
does a swell selling job on “Hun- 
dred Years From Today” and a 
nifty number that puts a string 
of Irish cliches together. Gal has 
the goods in delivery and appear- 
ance, a sunny personality that fil- 
| ters right through the room from 
/one end to another, an intimate 
style and a warm voice, all of 
which combine to make her a cinch 
in any spot where class counts. 
Martin Bros. get things going 
with their puppet act, and it’s one 


of the best. Two of them, dressed | 


completely in black, stand behind 
curtain of the same color and work 
th strings of as cunning a group 
of little wooden people as there 
are in the marionette sweepstakes. 
They include a 
dance team; a cute clown, a la 
Pagliacci, who’s the audience fa- 
vorite; pair of hoofing skeletons 
that go off in every whichway and 
an ebony piano-trumpet team. 
Martins do some singing and talk 
for their closing wooden folks and 
it’s okay, too. Over big all the 
way. 


Billy Catizone’s orch continues 


for dancing, and plenty okay in 
that department as well as playing 
solid show accompaniment. Lee 
Henry’s on the vocals and wraps 
up an all right job. Cohen. 


Marine Room, Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Faye & Gordon, Yost Amobassa- 


| 


He ton Lambert, Dorothy Hild Starlets 


(6), Henru Brandon Orch (12); 


| Hoctor & Byrd offer slick dance $1.20 cover. 


all graceful, 
They display 


routines, 
ecuted and smooth. 


surely ex- | 





Second of Chi’s hotel rooms to 


/neat versatility in a group of num- drop the standard floor show pres- 


'bers ranging from Latin terps to a entation, this swank northside spot | 
Christmas novelty done to “Jingle has come up with a miniature mu-| ; 


| Bells.” Off to neat returns. 


‘sical revue, “Boy Meets Girl.” Al- 


Rex Owen creates hilarious reac- though thin in spots, pace is lively, 


‘tion with his “mouthings” of re- aided by 


lighting effects and 


-cordings, hip-swinging and panto- smooth individual performances. 


miming. The laughs come steadily. | 


Yost Ambassadors chant the in- 


His best impressions are those of troductory behind scenes as Dor- 


Lawrence Tibbett singing ‘Figaro,’ 


othy Hild dancers parade down 


and Jimmy Durante doing “Inka stairway to stage. Marianne Fedele, 


Dinka Do.” 


sonality to put a song over. 


as the girl, takes spot and sings 


Rosalyn Patton is an attractive of desire for her ideal man. From 
thrush who has the voice and per- opposite side of stage, 
JacK Lambert as the boy, is picked up 


Preston 


Hunter, of the band, also has his py subdued light, while wistfully 


‘inning with a number of tunes for yocaling ‘‘My Darling, My Darling.” | 


| nice response. 


' Ambassadors chant a meeting situ- 


Bart and Owen also team in & ation for boy and girl, as Lambert 
‘comedy routine that draws plenty and Miss Fedele finish number as 


io guffaws and palm-pounding. 


Lawrence’s crew keeps the floor | 
This is a stopgap booking for crowded during the dance sessions. while singers warble “Someday My 


Biz capacity when caught. = Liuz. 


Brook ¢, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Jan. 30. 


Jules Lande 
Bergere orchs; 


| 


duet to nice returns. 


| Prince Will Come.” Dancers exit 
‘and Yost quintet display good vo- 
cal ability with “Laugh, Clown 
‘Laugh,” “Toreador Song,” and “I 


Gertrude Niesen, The DeMarlos, Had a Dream, Dear.” Line returns 
and Maxmillian for ballroom twirls with male quin- 
Prix Fixe dinner tet as Fay & Gordon break through. | 
Dance team are solid in terping to) 
special arrangement of “Estrelita.” | 


| Swank spot under Nat Harris’ Follow with clever music box num- 


aegis is going in for top acts. 
trude Niesen tops current layout. 


| Songstress hits strongly with the, 


Ger- ber, then quicken tempo with “I 


Never Knew.” 


Finale to “This Is the Moment” | 


series of straight numbers she pro- highlights individual acts, as each 


jects. ff 
Calypso number and a Hawaiian 
tune with walk-around hip-swaying 


It is when she sets off a perform in last number. 


Lambert and Miss Fedele have 


well-trained voices plus ability to) 


that she finds herself working to dramatize their songs and are well- 


' ience; one suited to this type of show. 
ae ene Se a ‘stiffer necked bassadors prove their versatility | 
The same se- in both vocal and terp departments, 
Beachcomber while the line, all lookers, adds, 
ding reaction materially to the slick presentation. 


which comprises the sti 
patrons in the area. 
quences, in a Copa or 
would rack up resoun 
‘instead of polite applause. 
Albeit, her straight 
bring her into 


sections show capably, 
sock class. There is, well for the dance sets. 


Am- 


Henry Brandon’s orch backs the 
doing equally as 
Greg. 


opener, | 
change of pace in “Golden Ear-! 


Latin-American | ,. , aa kil * : 
| “professor” finales withehis always 


a , | followed b “¥ 
Ambassadors join line in waltz, | y Ray Herbeck 


Ciub Carnival, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 26. 
Daryl Harpa Orch (12), with 
Margo Paige, Dacito; Don Snyder, 
Sonny Howard, Prof. Backwards; 
$2.50 minimum. 





This largest and most elaborate 
local nitery has abandoned its 
name band policy that earlier this 
season brought in such expensive 
attractions as Frankie Carle, Blue 
Barron, Johnny Long and Charlie 


Spivak who played to large but 
probably unprofitable crowds. Op- 
erating now on a much smaller 


floorshow budget, it places its em- 
phasis on acts. 


Current layout is fortunate in 


having the Daryl Harpa_ Latin- 
American band which backs up 
several first-rate acts. While not 
one of the prominent musical ag- 
gregations, the Harpa outfit has a 
lot of stuff on the dance music and 
entertainment ball and has become 

prime fave following its initial 


long Hotel ‘Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace run 

Harpa himself is an exceedingly 
personable chap, his choice of 
numbers and his arrangements 
score touchdowns and his charm- 
ing vocalist, Margo Paige, and ver- 
satile dancer-bongo player, Dacito, 
along with the musicians, con- 
tribute substantially to the floor- 
show as well as providing agree- 
able guest terpsing melodies. 

Don Snyder, winner of a Cedrie 
Adams’ radio talent search show, 
is a whistler who does three num- 
bers with the band acceptably. 
Rose Murphy and Nellie Lutcher 
have never visited Minneapolis, 
but Sonny Howard’s impressions 
of their vocalizing and accompany- 
ing gyrations conk the customers 
just the same because of their 
amusing styles that Sonny, an Ar- 
thur Godfrey alumnus, puts over 
so well. More familiar and recog- 
nizable are his Ink Spots, Jack 
Smith and Tony Martin takeoffs 
which, along with the rest of the 
song mimicry, whips up audience 
enthusiasm. 

Laughs explode almost continu- 
ously during the gag-loaded mono- 
log of Prof. Backwards, the fun 
being occasioned more by the per- 


|former’s distinctively dry delivery 


rather than the material. The 
amazing instantaneous pronounc- 
ing and blackboard writing back- 
wards of words called out by 
patrons. 

All in all, it’s a goodly quantity 
of appetizing diversion. Rees. 


On the Upbeat 

















lm Continued from page 3 =——— 


boat, Feb. 6....Carlos Molina 
winds up long stand at Rice hotel, 
Houston, Feb. 13....Herman Cle- 
banoff, Karl Fruh, and Walter 
Preissing, of NBC Chi staff, doing 
chamber music concerts during 
February, March and April 

Jack Fulton’s “Sun Flower’ disk- 
ing for Tower records is first pop 
diskery has waxed in competition 


with majors... Leighton Noble 
opens month at Muehlebach hotel, 
Kansas City, Feb. 11....James 
V. Scott, race singer, pacted 


with Universal Records last week 
Nellie Lutcher debuts at Ori- 
ental theatre March 17....Eddy 
Howard moves into Trianon, from 


| Aragon, Feb. 5; Lawrence Welk 


moves to Aragon, from Trianon, 
until Feb. 13....Two new labels 
made their appearance here last 
week, Swingmaster and Gong. 
Swingmaster will market race and 
jazz items from now defunct Vita- 
coustic company....Max Miller, 
head of a jazz trio here, has opened 
the Hi-Note, his own spot, on the 
near north side... Herbie Fields 
into Flame Room, St. Paul, Feb. 21, 
for indefinite stay....Mills Broth- 
ers at Chicago theatre week of Feb. 
18 .. Eddie Rogers at Last Fron- 
tier, Las Vegas, until March 10, 
Russ 
Morgan opens new Shamrock ho- 
tel, Houston, Texas, March 17.... 
Dizzy Gillespie pairs with Sarah 
Vaughan for a week at Regal the- 


_atre, March 18. 





Pittsburgh 

Everett Neill orch, with Skip 
Nelson on vocals, into Bill Green’s 
for two weeks... Bandleader Lee 
Angelo and his father have turned 
their Kittanning night club into a 
ballroom and are calling it the 
Twentieth Century Utopia... Ted 
Lewis slotted for a week at Vogue 


| Terrace in April....Singer Bobby 


Doyle, former network and band 
singer who has been doing radio 
and club work locally for some 
time, off for West Coast to try his 


luck... Seoby Brown foursome 
held over at Mercur’s Musie 
Bar....Comedaires trio, now at 


Hollywood Show Bar, will be fol- 
lowed on Monday (7) by Bill Tur- 
ner and his Dead End band for a 
week. 
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lin her inability to point up a det- | 
‘inite style. Pipings are reminiscent | 











of a myriad of Negro songstresses. | 
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Miss Williams could also use a 
better song selection While 
there’s variety in her  pipings, 


iclicks. Topper is “Begin The Be-| numbers she does fail to distin- 
































WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2 





| VARIETY BILLS 


(M) Moss; 




















ley of songs from “April Showers” | roth og songs. Offed to hearty to work the flossy apes. Jose. (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (5) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 
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Carson comes. bac Se rs Siby Johnny Barnes with his tap Ste@®e and Betty Stevens indicate music Hall «) 3 cae Sane yp otet lorre ane Ruban Bleu 
a . id hi ann, - : ; . al-' G & F Szony ; | Larry re i Osterwai 
m igang td * A on be.| Work, which reveals standard, al-| Considerable experience and = Paul Winchell Bonnie Baker | Jean Nelson Goodman & 
Sweeney an lulocK com | beit effective heel and toe work. | ready have a workable act. They j2). Gipbons Rolly Rolls | Stanley Melba Orc Kirkwood 
hind him dressed in union sults Comic ballroomology satirizers,| et Some picturesque effects with | Florence Hin-Low NEWARK | Ralph Lane Ore | 3 Rifts 
r i utine She. “fall iT i ork i Robert Hayd ams ‘ ike Brown 
to put on a hoke acrobatic eh ve Helene and Howard belt for full their ballrooming, and work in a F — arb ls Henderson O | ge S Seee's | Norman Pari 
: > b t de-splitting . ' Jean Letourneau ' Eddie Davis ; is 3 
that develops ag — S sutton returns, both comedic and terp- few good lifts and spins. | Rockettes | Jerry Colonna Sasa | Julius Monk 
yxroportions, an arion wu e oe anti : y r oti ‘eater j “a-! Cor The Barretts | i . Havana-mM 
ses whams over couple of tunes, | ise. Stuff is in the solid vein. _ They_still need greatet integra- Coren @ Ballet Pi Bay g | Ethel Shell | Come Date 
} ight for Carson Freddie Carline and house orch| tion. During the early portions * al i PATERSON + lle | Roberto & Alt, 
and later plays straight for Ca ‘ker »atlv I of the turn, the male works like , Paramount ( Maiestic (1) 4-6 : | De Castro S; 
ne 's giving his funny impres- 9@¢Kground neatly. ary. | ’ : © | Boyd Raeburn Bd ; ral Boyd Heath | De Sis 
while he’s giving bl, "P 4 ond |he’s trying to be “discovered,” 3°Suns | Shirley LaValle | 6 & B Stefins | Mildred Ray “Ling 
~ r ‘i ,- . . s * ar : °O “C 
sions of Clark Gable, so sah Ctecde. tested while the femme works according Wally Brown Engg BD Shepard Line | Quintero Orc 
and Ronald oo 7 — jt Pere, AMPs. to rote. Some smoothing out of pom ft ag | Stroud & Martin x... pee Hotel Belmont-Piaza 
= me Hos din a tick bit with Indianapolis, Jan. 29. | these sequences would make for Roxy (1) 1 , AMBOY Jackie Phillips a ell 
Fd on cakes the ~ in the face Henry Busse Orch, with Phil, better overall effect. a ~ | Majestic (WR) 2 Nanette 36 & tee 
“< e ‘ Pon alvi Jacks } ‘ ‘ radi ~ 
the poe of water on the head and G7ay, Jack Leonard, Hal Hunter,| Team with improved routining punnits Pr... i-_> ~ co tone One 
the Sear pot in the kisser. That's Vivian Blaine; “Trouble Makers” | eould- make the rounds of the Georgia Gibbs t-¢, = | D’Aquila Ore “Hotel Bilturte 
aa J he ‘Mono). nitery circuits. Jose. Strand (W).4 | Joe Allen | Hotel Savoy Plaza | Phil Wayne oO 
the way it goes all through the - a Jack Carson Co | Shooting Mansfields | Billy Toffell Meveld Waaed en 
hour-long session, with Carson the Henry Busse holds spotlight at) - | Merion Hutton iste Ses Irving Conn Ore | Motel dae 
butt, and that's mighty audience- Circie this week at head of show CAREWE & O'CONNOR Dave Willock "Carman (0. 3 | vincent oper Ore | Not Fifth’ Ave® 
is ° A | Jincen opez re ve 
a re tains lose, Carson steps | that strikes nice balance between | pence oa Pritchard & Lord Hotel Warwick | Owen & Murray 
$ curtains a 0s lik thing Music and variety features. The|11 Mins. » nelle «ye Olive White | Irving Fields Ore | Barbara Ashley 
out in one looking like something | band is solid, as usual, with local| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. Chriss Cross Ore | AL, Norman ani | = Carin Suerter =| Rasel Webster 
hit him—his shirt torn to tatters Pe, , ’, ' a d BALTIMORE | Melino & Hollis | wrank Libuse | Downey & Fonville 
and his puss a mess—and hopes Payees. Vivian Blaine lends) Carewe and O’Connor act needs’ | ooogrome (1) 3; . PLAINFIELD — | Archie Robbins | Hotel Ambassador 
they Niked the show. They did glamor, Hal Hunter novelty, and considerable editing. Boy and girl) y pombardo Ore | Oxford we 7 | Elsa & Waldo | Fred Oliver Ore 
"7 ‘ Cohen Jack Leonard comedy punch. open with some standard hoofery George Conley | soitieiiane A | Sally Keith | wae Adler Ore 
‘| Busse’s music combines his fa-| after which the femme does baton-| 4 &C Fantom. | a own | David Nillo Penthouse 
y r |miliar sweet-hot brass flavor with! twirling followed by the boy in 4) gtetson & Young | Johnny ae | Maria Karmilova | Kurt Maier — 
Apollo, N. WY. strings added for smoothness in| tap interpretation of a baseball Leah & Wallace | — _ + Am egg ga an ee 
Sarah Vaughan, Sy Oliver Orch | arrangements of standard and late| game. They wind up with a re-| Davey Kare | ieee t-¢+~4 Billy Eckstine 
(15), Hal Singer Orch (6), Billy & tunes that hit the spot. turn to taps. 6-9 Rina ae M | Margot Brander Cherie Ventura 
. , » _ ; > . ni e ‘ ds ; alace a | P f > iw ; a J 
Eleanor Byrd, Paul Sydell, Bobby Mumoers snetage . _Gershwis All this consumes too much time. Christine hg | “Dixie Maniacs” Sian me” i: Bemeren Ore 
Marshall, Pigmeat & Co; “The a “": gen Sites | rete are some good parsons Of | Walter Walters Jr Peck & Peck [ Clique i iy SPivy's 
Gentlemen from Nowhere” (Col), , bitte bir oO “ue and. NM the act which can be combined so st Leon Trp | Olivette Miller | Mary Lutes | Kelly & Keating 
Day Is Done.” Chief vocalist Phil | that there’s a minimum of stage CAMDEN | Miller & Boogie | Fred Robbins | Spivy 
——- | tt yraa TT | < ‘ ¥ | Joanye i . Versailles 
is Harlem | Gtay, Sounds good in “Maybe You'll) waits. With such processing, they pnyieriicy “* | Nick “Ball 13 Bips & Bop | George Ulmer 
Current layout at this Harlem | Be There” and “Until.” Miss Blaine,|can become a standard cafe and Wallis & Carroll | Dorothy Adams George Shearing | Bob Grant Ore 
flagship comprises several good ex-strawberry blonde of films, yaude turn. Jose. Max & Gang cn ggg ag 5 Copacebene in ty 
acts but fails to jell into anything {now done over in platinum, ap- | | ig I ene ong only | Cact eae ll Red Ingle Ore 
more than mediocre entertainment. | peals to both eye and ear when) CHICAGO Milt Ross i, & 6 eee | Freddie Gray 
Sarah a ae te A n hy she warbles medley from her pic- Chicago (P) 2 Dot & Berner Linde Lombard Karen, Tedder 
apart from this bill in a Class all | tures, “On a Slow Boat to China,” SIMPP wi il Nip Nelson Joe A | Herb George t= -~4 
; ifi es aie ” ome i p \ Shooting Mansfields | paul Godkin Sinclair & Alda 
by herself with a terrific brand of “Somebody Loves Me” and “My u $ F-e FA ogg | oe | Village Vengvere 
warbling that brings the show to Darling, My Darling.” Gal has Continued ‘from page 5 ceeame§| Dinning Sis SPRINGFIELD | Durso Ore | Irene Williams 
a solid final curtain j ic ; of st Oriental (1) 3 Court $q (1) 46 | Alvares Ore | Wally Cox 
‘ i n. pleasing voice and lots of person : eet ha chi Dell C Williams 
Sy Oliver’s orch is regular stage | ality. no official knowledge that decrees | oe eee s Verne Leeks Ming tae | Snitionnn 3 
band with Hal Singer’s combo Hunter, ever-ready drummer are in the making. Closest it has} Frank Marlowe | Warner & Cole | Florence Ahn Waldorf-Astoria 
slotted as an act. Total effect of man, fascinates payees with his . | Lester Cole Co Dawn Bros Shanghai Twins | Dorothy Shay 
two bands. both of them brassy and | Pre ran ag! . come to that is a statement by) Gari sand Ore Bob Byron Paddy Wing | Emil Coleman Ore 
inde meg Rage og wd tantalizing rhythms, tapped on any- | HARTFORD The Reddingtons = Noro Morales Ore = Mischa Borr Ore 
jumping, is to give an overheavy |thing available with anything Clark last week acknowledging State (1) 46 WASHINGTON 
a on — page hae yon ‘handy. He does his fancy beats that his subordinates have been Ray McKinley Ore Fr —_ (L) 3 CHICAGO 
ase. ver, as 0 om . sain sail ; : | s Bro: : 
* ; k regation of five sax, os ee. Saar. Ween, seers Seam dealing with Par. | Jean Carroll | Moreen Cannon Blackhawk Ed Prentiss. 
las an OKay aggregatio »|front while keeping up a running , / Vie & Adio | Steve Evans Art Kassel Ore | Bill Snyder Ore 
three rhythm and six brass that tap with his feet, then does arhum-| While the decrees divorce the- KINGSTON Harold & Lola | Gloria Hart | John Kriza 
delivers nicely on standard num- ha using scissors for castanets. Act | atres from production-distribution, ge vad (WR) 3-4 mun Puageretd Lee Marx | Honey Dreamers 
ars ive . . . . 4. i Ma oss | 4 « s 
bers. Oliver also shows neat form gets nice returns. Leonard mixes|they leave intact circuits consist- Det & Barney C Anderson Ore | jisrvey Crawford | weenie tats 
on a novelty vocal, “Grandma patter with comedy antics that pay |ing of all houses which were not Joe Allen | Ray-O-Vacs Hotel Bismark | Phyllis Myles 
from his sidemen. . his material isn’t strictly fresh. Biz| in closed situations. This permits ~ LONG BRANCH YOUNGSTOWN | Lester Cole '- &- # 
Singer's smaller combo of sax, was oke when caught. Corb. f | Paramount (WR) 8|_ Palace (I) 7-9 — fy ell 
, h |the retention of a maximum o | Mcintyre Orc | Joe DeSalvo Ore | ; 
trumpet, trombone and three | a 4 only | Hal MclIn Helsings | Skating Blvdears 
. : . ; be- about 109 houses by RKO and, ac- weFarland & Pee Wee Hunt ¥ iB 
rhythm is grooved in the latest be Hi odrom Balt . : 1 Bailey Buddy Lewis | Bog Turk 
bop style. Singer, on sax, has a’ pp DMC, EAILO-. cording to most authentic reports, sag tinas Wants | Nino Milo 6 Amy 
3 ae : y Baltimore, Jan. 30. rj rj : y x : ; Tony Sheele | Jeannie Sook 
wild and wooly beat that pulls isin: eee’ Pade will leave Paramount with about | Bobby Rollins The Haywoods one ie tele b: -- + gy 
along his cohorts. Much of stuff | wndina y | » 600 of its theatres. | IN Billy Chandler Orc | Jerry Rehfeld 
Frank Marlowe, Smoothies (3), Jo} BRITA H Edgewater Beach Manuel Del Toro 
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sters go for it without any reserva- | Lombardi House Orch (12) with , . ADD BILLS on Henry nd | 
code © There’s no Seas hatmever, Earl Donoho; “Slightly French | Major company stance is that NEXT WEEK... Rex & Bessie aad og yy PR a yt ee J 
li ‘ith ific dexterity pe no monopoly in retailing as long Empire Empire (M) 31 D Hild Dancers (12) | M Abbott Ders (10) 
mentalist with terrific dexterity on —" Rob Murray Stella Marie & Sigg od | McCarthy & Farrell 
tiie sax keyboard. | This is a well-paced and talented as the sources of supply are not Vera Lynn Paul Carmen Miranda | Landre &@ Verne 
Billy and Eleanor Byrd, in the Setup ena A launched with an over- controlled and, therefore, large cir- ) | ety Monte Rey Georgie Kye | Blackstone 3 
opening spot, flash some snappy ‘ure by Jo Lombardi and house cuits are justified. Major company | prdviksans oh eae ao a | ee ee 
precision tap-terping for their orch in which Earl Donoho Scores lawyers point out that the A&P V & J Crastonian Noni Nita & Dody |C¢ Davidson O (ID | Vine Gardens 
entre with Billy Byrd taking over — aon gg ig Poway Te ank | Stores operate thousands of re- Bartlett & Massey Suzette Tarri Sherman Hotel | Bobby, Shelton 
for a long and intricate tap routing | Visriowe ‘takes’ over as emcee in (ail outlets and are in a perfectly | Bil Wadtunsigg | | Lins! Sing | Bu Ant acormim, | gune urn 
or so . se : $ iti . , $ lette ‘ry He J Br 
ais d see toy theme addition to his own stint and sock legal position. _Anyone can open a) ""Eripire (M) 31 Paul & Paule Harry Hall |W & y Brows 
e improved greatly by trimming : : , . - MOUTH Kirby Hawks Nelson ay 
of about three minutes. Paul Sy- Spot is provided by Rudy Carde- 8'0cery store in competition, just | anita e Royal (M) 31 
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volving a regular-sized and a Russell follows with her comedy | Stated. Court decisions and the Schaller — Turner Layton Tele Followup 
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comedy touch that puts act over =. id baie f at product, they say. Reymond Smith veee 6 ee Continued from page 28 == 
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Ribald comedy stints are fur- edy with his gags and hectic knock-|the contention that there can be  HACKNEY~ Bell & Kaye ened rengnyruMparen pip 

nished in a familiar groove by Pig-| about after which the Smoothies yo monopoly in retailing. They Empire (S) 31 sna Sang” routining, but pleased none- 
meat and the house comics, going Close matters to considerable ac-| hig that films and groceries or ee 4 Ramblers theless with his fine voice. Ray 
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Bloch orch cut the show 


in its 


Ss [ hall, vo-| Males and an attractive femme, : Rate Doreen Harris bu 
oe Ag ag Py that whack out solid arrangements of belief is that the large circuits 4 Kentons | pa age usual top style. 
either rocks or mystifies the crowd. | “My Darling,” “Love For Sale,” a | Provide a dangerous potential for Ariemus Madrigal on 
Marshall has a tricky set of pipes; Medley built around singing com- Unfair competition. As one exec Graceful Garcias woop onsen “Phileco Television Playhouse” 
with a flamboyant delivery that’s Mercials topped off with “You're stated last week: PR arta hag Ted Heath , * presented “Dark Hammot€” in an 
tailor-made for this house, but An Old Smoothie.” Garner ample  “There’s a lot of difference be- | Resinsld Dixon Nick Bentley patie ae Genes lei 
isn’t likely to mean much outside ee a or for a very tween an exhibitor with a~lone. oe Baselifee vision (30). The Reginald Denham and 
of it. ; | ee ee |house bidding against another! ro dds Bayes | Mar i 
“tiss Vaughan winds the layout! Biz all right. Burm. | with a lone ee that same | Wheeler & Wilson Rita Carmo | aovew Orr drama starred a4 
it : os #F+ - 4g: tarlets | Blackmer and Peggy Wood, sup- 
with a beace of numbers including, exhibitor bidding against th Bobbie Co! 4s Wonder S ; d Miss 
“It's Magic,” “I Get a Kick Out of | wh one Seat eoniner ported by Mary Wickes and M1 
You,” “Everything I Have I8 who controls a competing theatre Orr. The story is that of a sinister 
Yours” and “I’m Glad This Is You.” New Acts and So others. | h Bills young woman, played by Miss Orr, 
Her gliding voice, easy manner costialel eek tne 0 4 nn bmg depend, it was said, Ca aret fg By RO 
i page 46 2! on how ircui 5 ir ro 
and looks are a topflight parlay. e circuits use their buy |phosphorus and sulphur. Her’ 


7 Herm. because of a faulty tune selection ing power. SIMPP, of course, is 


eee” eae = and frequent over-dramatization. ‘terested merely in making sure 

Olympia, Miami Portly, colored gent has robust. that its members get a fair price 

Miami, Jan. 29 pipes which he can contro! so that for their product in a free compet- 

Jon & Sandra _ Steele, Mischa he can handle either ballads or itive market. Thus, it is thought, 

Auer, Helene & Howard, Johnny rhythm numbers. He sings in it may take several years to deter. 

Barnes, Truzzi, Freddie Carline Spanish, French as well as English.| mine by the action of the circuits 

House orch; ‘“‘The Paleface” (Par). Bola can project sufficiently well whether any beef by SIMPP is jus- 
an - m work in any type of room once tified. 

Show current this week tops the he gets acclimated to needs of Society’s plans in the anti-trust 
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Bagatelle 
George Givot 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Maxine Sullivan 
Jose Poniere 

Blue Angel 
Amanda Laine 
Roger Price 
Elliott & Jurist 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 


| 





Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 

Alvarez Mera 

Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 

Maria T Acosta 

Trio Casino 

Vizeaino Ore 


scheme is frustrated when a woman 
scientist and her aide, played by 
Miss Wood and Miss Wickes, move 
|into her house unexpectedly an 
begin to suspect that murder is be- 
ing planned. By various ruses they 
/prolong their stay until they un- 
‘cover all the details of the wife's 
scheme and prevent the farmers 
| death. 


evi tanza in values and adds U. S. audiences. $e. ; Hotel St Moritz ; , 
oo an & haat parley. we Jose suit may be considerably clarified George Renner Erwin Kent Ore | Setting and camera work, acting 

Mischa Auer, after a slow start. IRENE WILLIAMS + during the coming week in New Freddy Caye wun to. | and music were all on a og oy! 
departs from the usual Hollywood Songs fi im pn by Ellis Arnall, $d" steevge ore a i Bi by? tag me 2 ‘sus- 
flim-flam to hit with the accent 10 Mins. prexy; Marvin Faris, exec Cafe Society ee S, ean wae 
bits and Russian routinings with Village Vanguard, N. Y. secretary; Robert Jacob Rubin, 33;* Gilford a tae i. RS ago ae perhaps, W 
which he is identified and which Irene Williams on her first Counsel; James A. Mulvey, prez of Innacie ‘heia Hotel New Yorker “'C Script itself. 


grab laughs and solid and reaction. N. Y. cafe date looms as pro 

Recording familiars here, Jon ing material. Sepian has a natu- liam Banks Levy, Disney distribu- 
and Sandra Steele click nicely rally rich and warm voice, and tion exec, and reps of other indie 
with their versions of their dis- projects it. Her shortcomings lie producers. 


mis- Samuel Goldwyn Productions: Wil- 


tee 


Dave Martin Ore 
Casino Russe 

Emile Boreo 

S. Wojiekowska 

Diamond Horseshoe 

Al Bernie 


G Benedict Orc 
Ice Revue 
Hotel Statier 
Frankie Carle Orc 
Hotel Plaza 


| Earl Wrightson 


|. “Pops” Whiteman gave Bert Ly- 
‘tell and Bob Stanton an assist — 
the commercials, giving some ts 
gaging plugs for Philco’s TV uml 
‘and LP player. 
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Painters’ Strike May Be Settled As 
Producers Make Individual Deals »:'s ir ae arses 


With several managements mak- 
ing individual deals for completion 
ef scenery for their shows, the 
painters’ strike has apparently 

rogressed toward settlement in 
the last week. Two legit shows 
have been painted under the 
ynion’s terms and a third is being 
painted in one of the holdout scene 
construction studios. In addition, 
settings for five fashion shows and 
a felevision presentation 
completed for advertising agencies. 

Decision by the United Scenic 
Artists, Local 829, to assign its 
men to shows on which its wage 
demands are met, regardless of 
whether a union contract had been 
signed, opened the way to deals 
with individual managements. 
Painting was completed on sets for 
“all for Love,” at the Hellinger, 
N.Y., for Sammy Lambert and An- 
thony B. Farrell, and a similar job 
was done on the “At War with the 
Army” scenery at the Auditorium, 
Hartford. The League of N. Y. 
Theatres has been trying to main- 


tain an unbroken producer front | 


against the painters’ demand for 
an inerease from $3.75 to $4.25 an 
hour. 

This week, Nolan Theatre Con- 
struction, which has been building 
sets for the production of “Two 
Blind Mice,” agreed to pay the up- 
ped wage and posted a bond for the 
job. So the union assigned men 
for the production, although the 
studio has not signed a contract 
for the increase and may not pay 
it for subsequent shows. 

According to Rudy Karnolt, ex- 
ecutive of the union, painters are 
ready to paint any other show on 
which the $4.25 rate is paid, with 
or without a contract. 


Marc Connelly Skedded 


as Speaker Following 
‘Prostie’ Chi Univ. Staging 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Producer-playwright Marc Con- 
nelly will be featured speaker at 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
meeting, Feb. 8, in Mandel Hall, 
Univ. of Chicago. Meeting will fol- 
low a special presentation of Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s “Respectful Prosti- 
tute,” which is being sponsored by 
the ACLU and six student organi- 
zations at Chi Univ. in protest of 
the Chi censor board’s ban of the 
play, originally skedded last Dec. 
27 at the Studebaker theatre here. 
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were | 


| or month vacation. 


Cast ‘Alive’ on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

| Talent for “Alive and Kicking,” 
an intimate revue, is being rounded 
/up here by Ray Golden, who plans 
|to produce the show on Broadway 
in April. Production is budgeted 
at $150,000. 


John: Murray Anderson has been 
inked to stage “Alive.” Hoagy Car- 
michael, Sonny Burke and Hal 
Borne are teaming up on the music 
and Paul Francis Webster. I. A. L. 
Diamond and Sid Kuller will con- 
tribute the lyrics. 


Deal Pends For 
Coast ‘Kate’ 


Deal may be set today (Wed.) 
for Edwin Lester to produce a sec- 
‘ond company of “Kiss Me, Kate” 
‘on the Coast late this spring, for 
| presentation as part of the ‘season 
|of the Los Angeles and San Fran- 
| cisco Civic Light Opera companies. 
| Negotiations have been under wav 
|for the last week, but there has 
been a hitch over terms. If an 
agreement isn’t reached today the 








project may chill, as Saint Subber | 
and Lemuel Ayers, co-producers of | 
the Cole Porter-Bella and Sam | 
Spewack musical, are to leave to- | 


morrow (Thurs.) for a three-week 


If Lester gets the rights to do 
ithe show on the Coast, he will 
|work on the _ production’ with 
| Porter, who leaves this week for 
jan extended stay there. Idea is to 
send the musical on tour after the 
subscription engagements in L. A. 


and Frisco. Thus far, no one has | 


been mentioned for the leading 
parts played by Alfred Drake and 


Patricia Morison at the Century, 





LEWIS AND YOUNG MULL 
_ ‘MAMA’ ROAD REVIVAL 


| Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


| Road production of “I Remem- 
ber Mama,” 


} 
j 


Kaufman Vice Maney On ‘ 


ATPAM Governors Board 


pressagent representatives on the 
board of governors of the Assn. 
of Theatrical Press Agents & 
Managers. Maney, who now han- 
dies three Broadway shows (‘“Ed- 
ward, My Son,” “Private Lives” | 
and “Along Fifth Avenue”) and 
commutes to Westport, Conn., 
could no longer attend board meet- 
ings, and resigned. Kaufman, an 
alternate, replaces. William Fields 
remains as the other p.a repre- 


/sentative and Ben Kornzweig as 


starring Charlotte, 


Original N. Y. cast has received Greenwood, which grossed a smash | 
Equity’s okay to donate their serv-| $808,000 in a 37-week tour during 
ices, and transportation is being | the 1947-48 season, may be revived 
paid out of contributions by private next season by Coast producers | 
citizens who are protesting Chi’s | Russell Lewis and Howard Young. 
legit censorship setup. Play and) p,oqucers headed east over the 
speech that follows by Connelly is | coxend to line up properties for. 
first of direct moves to get censor- their 1949-50 season. They're cur- | 





ship revisions here, and in order 
to avoid further police difficulties, 
showing will not warrant admis- 
sions or be considered a_ public 
performance. Audience will consist 
of student body, faculty and their 
om in the 1,066-seater Mandel 
all, 


Hazel Scott’s 75 Concert 
Dates to Gross $120,000 


Hazel Scott will end her longest 
American concert tour next month, 
when she will have completed 75 
dates for an estimated gross of 
$120,000. Pianist, who is now on 
the Coast, will rest this summer, 
Se make a European tour in the 
all. 

Miss Scott will play in England, 

andinavia and on the Continent, 
ling concert hall dates, but also 





rently touring “Desert Song,” but 
plan no other productions until 
September. 

| “Mama” was their most success- 
‘ful production to date. Other less- 
successful efforts included ‘To- 
night at 8:30,” with Gertrude Law- 
rence; “Happy Birthday,’ with 
Miriam Hopkins, which died here 
after a few weeks, and “Time for 
Elizabeth” (started on the Coast 
as “April Fool’), which’ was 
quickly withdrawn on Broadway. 
‘Latter two afe heavily into the 
\‘‘Mama”’ profits. 


Aldrich Maps Lawrence's 
| London Hit for Cape 


| Boston, Feb. 1. 
| Richard Aldrich will operate a 
new strawhat at Falmouth, Mass., 





set. 


| 


oing some nitery and music hal] next summer, perhaps in a book- | 


appearances. 
the Palladium, London, and in 
some night clubs in Paris. Co- 
lumbia Artists Mgt. (‘Coppicus & 
Schang division) is handling. 


New School Workshop Bid 
For Lake Placid Festival 


Lake Placid, N. Y., Feb. 1. 


Theatre festival will be held here 
me Summer by the dramatic work- 

Op of the New School for Social 
esearch, N. Y. 

Invite for the New York group to 
ge here was issued 1. Sawer 
a Perkins, Dr. James Campbell, 
am man of the board of educa- 
a and Byron Southworth, presi 

nt of the Chamber of Commerce. 





st Dennis. Cape season begins on 
June 26 vith Av‘aur Sircom in his 
|10th season as resident director. 


| Aldrich is currently angling with 
Daphne du Maurier for permission 
'to bring Gertrude Lawrence in the 
current London sock, “September 
Tide,” for a week’s run at the Cape 
' Playhouse. Other productions 
| planned are “Harvey,” “Born Yes- 
terday” and a Bernard Shaw re- 
vival. 

New manager for the Playhouse 
will be Harold Wise, for past three 
vears business manager for Thea- 
ter, Inc., replacing Morton Gott- 
lieb, who will remain with “Edward 
My Son.” New press rep for the 
Cape will be Bernard Brennan. 


She’s due to play | ing parlay with his Cape playhouse | 


alternate. 

Next election of representatives 
and alternates for the New York 
pressagent, road agent, manager 
and Yiddish agent and manager 
chapters will be held in March for 
a year’s term beginning in June. 

Several changes of membership 
classification have been made re- 
cently by the union. Paul Keppel 
as been transferred from the 
music field to the manager group. 
David Lawlor, Jr., has been ad- 
mitted as an apprentice manager, 
assigned to Ben Stein, general 
manager for Michael Todd on “As 
the Girls Go,’”’ at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y. David O. Kayne has 
been admitted to the manager 
group and Thomas O’Connell has 
been admitted to the Chicago 
membership. 

Applications for membership by 
Ralph Lycett and Al Jones have 
been rejected. 


— 





Charley Pays 
Another 10%; 
25% Returned 


Backers of ‘“Where’s Charley?” 
at the St. James, N. Y., received 
another payment of 10% last week, 
bringing the total refunded to 25% 
of the original $200,000 investment. 
In addition, there is about $60,000 
in cash reserve and bonds. 

The Ernest Martin-Cy Feuer- 
Gwen Rickard production has been 
bettering $35,000 weekly gross re- 
cenjly, against an operating nut of 
not quite $28,000, providing an op- 
erating profit of around $4,500 a 
week. Understood that Ray Bolger 
gets 10% off the top (with a $2,- 

00 guarantee) as star, and that the 
author, composer, director and 
choreographer royalties come to 
an additional 10%, plus 3% pay- 
able to the Brandon Thomas estate 
for the rights to the original play, 
“Charley’s Aunt.” 

Show actually cost approximate- 
ly $180,000 to bring into New York. 
It was capitalized for $200,000 and 
there was a $50,000 overcall, which 
was not used, however, and was 
immediately returned to the back- 
ers. 

On the basis of its strong b.o. 
showing since it played out its 
heavy schedule of theatre parties, 
“Charley” is now figured likely to 
play «through the balance of the 
season and possibly through the 
summer: Plan is to tour the show 
after the New York run, and Bol- 
ger is under contract to stay with 
it through the 1949-50 season. 

With Feuer already in Hollywood 
on a radio assignment, Martin left 
vesterday (Tues.) for a three-week 
stay there. Trip will be partly 
vacation and partly a scouting ex- 
pedition for a possible sale of the 
film rights. There have been sev- 
eral nibbles for a London produc- 
tion of the musical, but nothing is 





Touring ‘Corn’ Troupe 
Aids Scholarship Fund 


Hampton, Va., Feb. 1. 

“The Corn Is Green,” Emlyn Wil- 
liams drama about the efforts of a 
Welsh mine boy to get an educa- 
tion, was used here last week to 
provide four-year scholarships for 
two local youths to Hampton Insti- 
tute. Play was presented before 
an audience of 1,600 at the school 
by the Touring Players, profession- 
al group that appears in the south 
during the winter season and 
through New England in the sum- 
mer. 

Peg Murray and Phil Abbott 
played the leads in the show, 
which is presented in repertory 
with “Pygmalion” and “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest.” Miss 
Murray and Lizabeth Blake head 


the troupe. \ 


| “Craig’s 
| toured on the Coast. 


|; Spearean 


la little 


| second half of the tour is more 


‘Heiress’ Pushing Up Tour 
-Windup to March 12, Philly 


| 


_ duction. 


Due to 4-Wall 





‘Craig’s’ Coast Revival 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Mabel Albertson will produce, 
direct and star in a revival of 
Wife” which will be 


Revival is slated to open in 
Santa Barbara in mid-March and 
then head for stands in San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle, Portland and Spo- 
kane. 


Webster Co. May 
Do 2256 Season 


The Margaret Webster Shake- 
company may gross 
$225,000 or better this season, 
from present indications. The bus- 
touring troupe, which started off 
shakily on its opening 
stand last fall, hit its stride shortly 
thereafter. Originally booked for | 
16 weeks, troupe’s tour bloomed | 
into 27 weeks. Twelve weeks were | 
played before the Christmas say | 





off, troupe resuming its travels | 
Jan. 8. 
Troupe played to gross. of 


$83,000 first part of the tour. With 
15 more weeks to go, it’s likely 
to do $135,000 or better, since 


closely booked and likely to get 
better returns. Last week, troupe 
grossed $3,650 in one performance 
in Nashville on Monday (24) and | 
$2,900 in Little Rock Wednesday 
(26). Other dates were on guaran- 
tees. 

Troupe has been performing in 
“Hamlet” and ‘‘Macbeth.”’ Sol 
Hurok office, which is booking the 


tour, claims that over 90° of 
places visited want repeats next 
season. In prospect for next year 


are “Othello” and either “Twelfth 
Night” or “Taming of the Shrew.” 
There’s also a_ possibility the 
troupe may stay together for this 
summer and play the’ strawhat 
circuit. 


BROMFIELD’S ‘ACRES’ TO 
GET TRYOUT ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
New Key theatre in San Fer- 
nando Valley debuts in March with 
“Acres of Paradise,” a new comedy 
by Louis Bromfield and _ Laslo| 
Vadnay. 
ouse hopes to serve as a tryout 
theatre for new scripts. Under- 
stood Gilbert Miller has promised 
to test at least one production at. 
the Key this season. 








San Francisco, Feb. 1. | 

“The Heiress,” originally sched- 
uled to wind up its tour next April 
in Boston, has moved up the shut- 
tering to March 12 in Philadelphia. 
Reason for the switch is that Bos- 
ton has already had its season’s 
quota of Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion offerings, so the Basil Rath- 
bone starre; wouldn’t have that 
hypo. Management doesn’t want 
to risk a late-season Hub booking | 
without it. 
Ruth and Augustus Goetz drama 
originally tried out in Boston | 
under the title, ‘Washington | 
Square,” as an Oscar Serlin pro-| 
It folded there and was'! 


4 
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Girls’ Making Todd 19G Weekly, 


Straight Pay Deals 


Capacity of “As the Girls Go.” 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y., is now 
a bit over $53,200, since producer 


| Michael Todd has removed some 
| seats from the sides of the orches- 


tra and several chairs from the 
boxes. Figuring the standee limit 
of 30 per night, the total possible 
take for the week is a trifle over 
$53,700. That’s about $700 less 
than with the original seating ca- 
pacity. Musical actually drew $53.- 
500 last week, failing to go clean 
only at the Wednesday matinee. 

At the break-even figure of 
around $33,000, the show is getting 
an operating profit of about $19.- 
000 a week. That’s possible be- 
cause Todd has the theatre on a 
four-walls deal and has straight 
Salary contracts with everyone in 
the cast, including Bobby Clark, 
the star. Howard Bay, who staged 
and did the sets, has a percentage, 
but Todd even shares in the author 
royalties as collaborator on the 
book. 


Eythe Dickers for Video 
Series, Feature Pic; Yens 
Prod.-Director Career 


William Eythe, co-producer and 
actor in “Lend An Ear,” at the 
National, N. Y., intends to pursue 
a career as a_ director-producer 
rather than actor. He hopes to 





|maintain activity in television as 


well as legit and films. 

With “Ear” apparently set for 
many months on Broadway, Eythe 
is dickering for sponsorship of a 
video series in which he’d use 
members from the legit cast. Prin- 
cipal hitch to the deal thus far is 
the show’s budget, which would be 
about $15,000 a week. 

Star is also working on plans 
for production of a feature picture, 
which he would direct and co-pro- 
duce with Franklin Gilbert, with 


whom he’s associated in the pres- 
entation of “Ear.” 


Film is “The 
Perfect Round,” based on the Hen- 
ry Morton Robinson novel. One 
adaptation has been done by Lyle 
Leverich on the Coast and Eythe 
is having another written by a new 
author in the east. Production 
would cost about $350,000, which 
Eythe is trying to raise. Universal- 
International and Eagle Lion have 
indicated interest in releasing. 
Dorothy McGuire is being sought 
for the lead and the _ shooting 
would be on location up the Hud- 
son valley. 

Eythe is also considering produc- 
tion of several legit properties. 
One is a musical on the life of 
Hans Christian Andersen. with 
score by Alex North. Another is a 
straight play, ‘Danny Larkin,” by 


| James McGee. Third is a drama 


titled “Three Virgins,”” which Cana- 


da Lee formerly had under option. 


Eythe has no interest in return- 
ing to films as an actor, but wants 
to be a director and possibly pro- 
ducer. He sees his “Perfect Round” 
production as a possible entering 
setup. He also hopes to be able 
to direct one of three pictures 
which William R. Katzell is to pro- 
duce for Metro. Eythe and Katzell 
(and Franklin) are partnered in 
the presentation of ‘‘Ear.” 





Italian ‘Streetcar’ Bows 


In Rome Before Williams 


Rome, Jan. 25. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” in 
Italian, opened Jan. 21 at the 
Eliseo theatre to a complete sell- 


subsequently presented on Broad- Out house and heavy advance sale. 
way and the road under its pres- Count Luchino Visconti is director- 


ent title, with Fred Finklehoffe. 


producer. Vittorio Gassmas and 


producing and Jed Harris staging. | Nina Morelli play the leading roles. 





Edith Atwater Finishes | 
Ist Screen Assignment 


Count Visconti is well known in 
Roman theatrical circles, having 
won a prize in Venice in August 
for his film, “The Earth Trembles.” 


Legit actress Edith Atwater has | His last stage production was “Life 


just completed her first screen as- | 
signment, “Customs Affair,” an ac- | 
tion picture produced independent- 
ly in New York by Laurel Films. 
She’s co-starred with Dean Jagger. 


|in Rome, 
| Opening night performance lasted 
from 9 p. m. to 1 a. m., but that is 


With Father.” 


Author Tennessee Williams, now 
attended first night. 


She leaves this week to play a | 2? old Italian custom not likely to 
guest costarring appearance with | change soon. 


Turhan Bey in S. N. Behrman’s | 
“The Second Man” at the Stevers | 
Ocean Beach theatre, Miami | 


Beach. Her scheduled date to play 





Toledo Pix House Gets ‘Annie’ 
Toledo, Feb. 1. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” with the 


the title part in “The Bachelor Chicago company, has been booked 


Queen” at Artillery Lane play- 
house, St. Augustine, has been in- 
definitely postponed. 


for a five-night Saturday matinee 
visit in the 3,400-seat filmhouse, 


i Paramount, starting March 1. 






































































































50 
LEGITIMATE 
ung Map 3-Operetta Trek | " 
ed 
n 
To Qut-of-W esday, Februa 
Nati ay pots ext : In 1 TF 190 
i 
Pas yg subscription s ason Sl - . 
towns fa sapere shows” sige to+ * Five of the si t 
legit is Beriverygered booked for | J | Hai graduates of the principals in “C 
e ” 
a tas ggg ae ak er ane Powell to Be K.C. 0 h etude Senet i cae FA tga gee A A 
- ung. It : and How- », was up Ss. In wy er Rich enter 
National Li will be cz ° . UFC | Iva Wi ped from : addition ard R NY 
Light called the | uest . | | ithers, wh assistant , the co odgers- ” 
the first Opera Festiv In the chor , who pla on one of métictor. Fre Osea 
M+ st § Festival and | ene it | rus befo ys the lead the sam r, Frederin 
Naughty seartetth will _ oncert | : | as for th re gettin part of Juli e team’ erick 
die apt farietta.” “ present Kan : ‘ e Laury 1 ting a chance t ulie in “C s show 
way” and “M a,” “Song of N Jane P sas City, Feb | in the pre ead in “Ok Q substit arouse,” S. 
. “ry : i ro , ’ ee F oO sent cast lahoma!” itute for Sel, Ww " 
week tours erry Widow” for or- guest st owell has bee Other R & H _ started with R & . Stephen D the role. ar eum 
duced on tt Shows will r 40- | Philhar ar with the n set as | Margot chorus R & H as ouglass, the n as well 
the Coas be pro- ilharmonic Kansas . Moser, Mari grads playi o a chorus si , the mal 
Lester’s oast. under Edwi stage ic Orchestr City ant bat , Mario de L ying princi singer e lead 
' lirecti der Edwi ages a speciz stra wl sy | oner on “ aval and Di cipal par . on th 
y Music Cor will be fF Munici benefit concert i itching to “ oat” bef eith, D e sho . 
through | sic Corp. of Ameri Feb pal Auditori rt in Of tl : o “Caro ” ore becomi voncl W ar 
ug gee Americ: . 10. ed orium Arené ne princi usel. omin ch w wy 
ganizations. seeeecuauael =r ee A gi iy oe a pan RR & Bape oo not in the original © eogular conductor ang 
-roductions wi - as a mainten:z ive to raise $100 us ser, al cast, only Loui and 
next Septem will start touri ganizatio nance fund for — Major ouise Larabee j 
followin ember from tl uring to ec n. Some $35 the or- ai a) r reason why i cite Real ee is not ; 
g eac 1e Coas complet 35,000 remains grosses than i y shows i ; . 
intervals — — at > algae special ate drive. peg oo . sciousness ys ye Boston, - ak ag Are sr freq 
untry and t aying across tl ‘ide a sizeat s expected a © nave aie 1e public i tne relativ >quently 
“ ap »- » wo l > to "O}h< - eres Sent 8 . c in t . ivel 3 > Wf J ) 
the scale for back. In most Acces Hans ae te chunk of the a | MICHA ; | normally pearl rive so a former enti Apr nth Any better 
$3.60 top, with a show will pe lining Bag setiliaaies ae re F f EL EDWARDS | trade wl arn agge Ba so Since tryouts pore the howell, con- 
scriptions t eduction for sul popular program of rf, IS ap 1e handsome Mi week’s recei ds, the larger early in rhs ouring pr °s there 
All booki o all three Sub-' witl ' numbers for entirely appearing with 1 ichael_ Edwards Ex eceipts. r seating cap: - week and dr: production 
ngs will b offerings. 1 Miss Powe r the eve - DIA MONI _M AE WEST rds xcept for pacity provides raw maxi § 
and-percent e on guar eral well due t .: ent, | audie » LIL” Vv S77 in | too bi r the 2.976-s ides an e ximum 
age basi a arantee- numbers : 0 sing sev-! i diences with his who is thrilling big for mos 976-seat Oper edge o 
management asis with th films. Dick V from her sev-| ing a 1 his sensati illing | (1,750), C nost shows pera House, whi n the 
eS . MCA’s v e local ; ick W 3 er rece , nd also pk sational sing - pelt a, Coloniz s, the Bos se, which show 
ces are alr A’s variou al ager, cl angerin > nt portant les avs one of ns (1,227 al (1,500) oston theatr showme 
2ady 1OUS pee pt a closed tl > orch m eads as Chick f the im- - ) and Co . (1 , Plym eatre capaciti en regar 
lls y contacting | singer Fri ne deal for an- : hick Clark (1.580), Waln pley (1,20 ymouth (1,20 pacities ar ard as 
oie 7 s rier ocal riday or the Open rk. 980), Wal (1,200). Philly c .200), Majestic are: § 
tions in their and civic organiza- concert  ccenghanel Seale for film Secanet Th February 5th nut (1,340) and a od ajestic (1,280), hubert 
io areas to set up the Auditorium rom $1.25 to a eatre, New York Dramati hubert (1,877) e Forrest (1,766) ee 
Although b z ; for an eve seats around 0.0U. fendi 1atists Guild asses ° , ?, LOcust ( 
United a ay is not through Snemeie’s 2 of this kind or e is pe the recent Aen genre of its memt 
nae a ng” Office and & given in Rng 30 scaieeanai hil- ramati cove pected to brin i-monopoly dama nbers to pay th { 
and audi ise non-UBO Bese seats 2,56 1e Music Hall \ ace S S er the outst ig in about $2 ge suit brough e costs of 
a agg saggy ct Se again 2,560. fall which | vo ihn age gaa bill gir pene rei se anid Ring 
ion @ndarend uberts Ther ase. s and pr unt will 4. ANINg 
Physical endorsed tl — 1ere are 60 probably pa more 4 
ysical productions wi 1e plan | Any of 0-odd activ y for remaini han 
ported by ions will be trans- e. | $95 the approxim: ive members i ; laining de- V 
See cerry Robeson Set or $50 0 o Hypo Legit ° citemanendie | i 
nitial Re us, nm and air ; rf ‘6 A se S anck é >mbers earni assessed $25 c 
Russell ason_ proves ; the ritish T . Dramatists ; | Boston Reper arning more : 
‘ and Yo 2s successful our Ga | ways sts Guild i revival pertory As than 
pand the ro ung intend t 4 ? ve 0G J* to expand l . 1S studying | ‘ a of *Ricl « a ssn., whict —— 2 
tes 0 ex- of the thr egit, indepenc g| Broadway 1ard III” i 1 first pr 
number of u and incre Cuffo C€ Pp | three-da > ti idependent Vay engage in the U S P esented tl F d 
8 shows i ase the onc | to be he lay heatre Sy ve | percent: ngagement, enue J. S., will have 1e Richar 
eens. in subeceuent| Pat y anoerts During Yr | weeks hice in New A gpg se | off the rah | Pm is ge pga 7 Raegerte snail be bay a 
re fi son is saili *| by », Project is r ew | pr ston Rep seas ; it’s unders : > Boot 5 e 
najor man ston, in wl eh | concerts i o a tour of | 4 activity at th ost im-| plie “e $20,000 b 30,000, even if “Ri small to pa ! 
tion prob agement and which | Tr s in Great Britai of | and a commi y at the mo | P ied by Hows pudget for t tichard” 5 y : 
3 lems mi exploit reland. Tri ‘ ritain and| Veil! nittee heade ment, | du oward S. C he Broadway should 
will not be | might be inv a | Arct vi rip will mark si nd | is workin ed by Kurt) cer. . Cullman, wi way presentati , 
Tos Ss e booked. N volved, rst visit in 10 ark singer’s | the assignme g strenuously . with Herman Le tation has bee (! 
rauetg etroit or will St whe f years to E 5! the ; ent. Other Sly on | Valeri sevin the een Sup. 0 
which alread an d Clevel . ere he sa bi ngland | G group are G members of alerie Betti nominal 
eos . ie Saale .| Geor ad Pe see is, feat pro- 
seasons y have local o and, will run g favorite. Tour) eorge S. K veorge Abbot . ¥., is under ured dancer i | 
ae perett at? through : our | and Ar aufman, E a | witl er contrac ancer in “Insi ri 
Besides a estimated April 17 rthur S , Elmer Ric 1 the show ract for t nside U.S.A.” j 
on, s the ~ to > , and is| : chwartz. ice | n ow, but he balanc vy ae I 
fond Song” Pag: ripe tour of i bats auteeeae mole Pee in the eager pred gece but Sey br ad June 1 > = as po es gpa li 
‘uit, J owi regular UB y granted worki ment has ndividually is now being | G sn’t materialize she’ ure deal er has no c d will tour 
various s| vis and Young O | Robeson ¢ working permit: al-| members c y, with commi BY loria Safier e she'll go to E or a likely commitments f 
the road snows on Broadw have rence B and aceomp ermits to sentativ onferring wit mittee | F Europe for a tc new legit prod phn 
: way and the Brown, to onit panist Law- izati es of other th ith repre- Si tour. She's : duction 
° - might balk hi political antiel rat | then brougl oups. Findin a | hicago’s “St news ads a 
Historic Roanoke Legit | _ Robeson as ta sii — - aueltie aon and. die- " ia continual line a Desire.” the Feb. 26 as closi 12 
| Stay with si ollow his Bri | wi for fur meetings oh osing d semaine with some secti ve Harri . sing date f | 
H a : ‘ | Vari ther conf s. then | needi ate. “St ome secti is theatr ; or | 
ouse Clo | certs n six Scandi . British various the r r confabs : | eeding ab reetcar.”’ i ons of legi e boxoffic 
sed Down A in edinie ‘Guabinen of tax Walaial only ir heatre peo 9s with | tw cut $15,006 te bee 19th w git house almos e has Al 
Ww spices : i ple. S o month 15,000 to bre: eek, has a most sold 
S ewspaper, Politi es of the Danish gesti mmediate probl a o far. | Ss of Chi sta t reak even Pl: avel aged aro out Au 
Unsafe Aft SAAGHAE auth ts Seto, “toa a gg engage ems and sug- y, and looks as if i lay was at ¢ und $20,000 : 
er 56 Ye and Co ach in Oslo, S g two longtern g considered, wi 2 For weeks. L if it will close I capacity for fi ’ b 
ars twe penhagen He'll tockholm ferred fo n matters bei . with | compan cS, oretta D e here in sa rst u! 
: peta a ; , y of “Mr ay, unders me mann 12) 
The final Roanoke, Feb tie ong Ho Holl follow with aa S de- | Final r. Roberts,” derstudy f er. 
: , , h and. : Som y. | ally, las »berts,” we or only 
been rung curtain apparently 1. | ager Fn been set up by European | ing ene the general ‘ | won't for st week, Frances egy for a chanc y femme role in Chi L 
a. but ome ~~ Ronewihe’s bia Artists a ne ae man- | and posnnts ret inflated ae be- | found ayes me nee. = became ill peat Et behind the lights. 
usic, leavi storic, Academy es I s Met. Colum- of co rating costs, th o uction ment, had vings, the $500 n she returned iss Day went » A 
time in 5 ng the city f y of n the year j ntinuity of f e possibilit ricerca been stole she had to her hot on, She : 
6 ye ity tor the fi Robes ar just | crease of producti | en n. Police sti put away duri el room, sh 
quarters f ars without rst jegi on took a passed, when | 5!0n road busine ion, in-| pana th still haven't f ring her Chi ens she (8 
large-scale cx legit attraction head-| et Bae sabbatical from | @ ad cued wae cee ee | ce still haven't found the thi i engage- 
a e con actions a singer e concert rom | ucer coo Mees: nds, possibl oe comes ie ief. 
House . certs. nd made ab fie!d | setti peration e pro- 
, claimed ances out 500 f , the | Settings and on stor ° e —__—= 
acoustics to have deter Three- ree appe | ties other physi age of PI 
of an r the finest political quarters ar- S, expansi physical é 
south, w y building i SU fo purposes were for audie nsion of proper- ] S 
fire-tra as deemed g in the . charity ; , the remai nces, ete. subscriptio Sam Wan (3 
ing it estimated c erous won Age AB mega gl benefits, , as Madelei gets $1,000 Re 
A 0,00 wou His g his em gro repor in : com 
cil ee to $80 000 nyc run thes management ae expenses a MALL FEUD CUE | ea as stager a pe sae of the Te Sam Jaffe — succeed Lt 
i ae " e estim . y,” at th oodb Terese H » Who bea “ P 
manager A i: dese, cher oye appearances ates that ‘ Mar, e Mor ye, My ayden resigned. 
: ity y S, : garet P osco, N. Y ing chai » who has b M 
refused t rthur S. Ow er city ny as 10 a dav. i sometimes LAUGH Co ; hillips ¢ Bees m irman, will een act- | 
> Oo acce ens flatl son’s con y, in term as IV ’ ast this w planes to . an durin a 1 be vice- , 
sponsibilit pt any f Y 000i cert dra s of Robe- F tested eekend t the|r g Miss M e-chair- 
y for i urther “ 0 in bo . w, repres e . : by Hal 0 be ser ent absen acMahon’ CI 
owned b its use. Buildi re xoffice equi ent $750,- Pitt pictur al Wallis f een- | Pol ce on th S$ cur 
y the ci . Building is quivalent , Altho : sburgh, F e deal. Sh or a oO ‘olyna Stosk e Coast 
couldn’t find city, but C 1S . | busi ugh it ha , Feb, 1 | small “ e turn ne- | sin ska, Met . i i 
; m ounci " siness s been doi ‘ part in “ ed dow & the ro contralt +P 
for its improvement.” appropriate Philly Orch British Ea spots will romal going sock Juaith "Abbot I'Know ‘My’ Love,*| Weill-Lan ae’ ane created the | 8 
‘ing its lo Sef rl Wynn's “ main to b of fF ott will be ctres -Langsto en the Kurt 
emy has giv ng history, the S 0 fold al n’s “Laugh e played eb. 18 to will be ess | opera versi n Hughes-El 
S giv wd Acad- . ur fold at end gh Carnival” will | ex-acto married | done i ersion of “ ‘Imer Rice 
performers en a hearing to n acted ing 0 nd of this ival” will | wit Harvey Sabi r Richard Cl one in con Street Scene” i Pi 
N 5 > . Ps ne is 
generatior _and production — Mm $400 000 D fou ut on the aaeaee after be- mitted to full inson has been ark | noon (6) ge form Sunday af 
Joseph J 1s, with Sarah s of two Deal reactiviti b ea ; r months approximat Assn. of Th membershi : ad-| YWHA. N the Kaufm: y aiter- r 
Jeffers Bernhardt, Dritis! iviting th source close t Underst ely Man eatrical P p in the! will incluc Y. Oth an YM and e 
and hundr on, John Barr rdt, Orch 1 Isles by e tour of the fre ose to attractic ood from S agers and wil ress Agents & ill include N ers in the cast 
treading i reds of rrymore Orchestra this y the Philade | oer eres action that dif- | case Friedma ill be associ Richard E orman Atki ~ In 
g its bo her seme |= is spring was si elphia >™all, wi een star if- case,” I non “Em ate to| Ince i dwards ins and 
ago, the ci ards. Seve nes ork last was signed i hav ’ 10 prod and Paul d , bee Sabins erald Stair- ce is due b . ._ Alexand A 
itv m ral months Harold Fi st Wednesday | ed in | 7#ve been uced the au uction nson (broth ir-| week wi ack fron A cr R 
second palco anager clos nS | cori Fielding sday (25) by °f {to mounting si vauder. dram: of the Dal er) pro- with several 1 Europe this ( 
woe Pon stage sed the S8rio, and J | English impre tour and are since middle | ter na...N alton Tru -. . Samu reral legit pro Pr 
ert Raga he okies wbe meas- _— an ae = cided ten. Ne ay yy now ree ee? OM ig Bh fons left Pt am the th a Co. ech owt 
: 1ird. ing ca- EN. con -hestra. D . 2p- 4 ugh Carni on ? ! complete 7 é laica, where ancy.” ‘Goodbye, M 
T ee oars | —an: — a at first for had been e see Lotito, btsy- stint eed” Muriel Rahn, w , (3 
ucson ‘Our Town’ R rmly Oren bef the U. S ier the will Wynn has told Broadway ect oe NY manager at rad Play- San ie ee ane Carmen P} 
"1 - ore. : 1e ill not hav ‘ associ , N. Y., goe e Marti ' arlo O a as joined th 
Is B ev ival Tour deal is with Nave a h ssociates he Tow (T oes to Flori rtin ‘in “Aida” i pera C ; e 
} sr ‘ és whic and i ne hurs. orida t : Aida” o. and w 
roadway Replica a in ieates cee one of the Show Seed ae is ee about LH pecoicss to be gone Oentil Saint a eee - bn — ne 
0 Bevivel of nara Feb. 1. of ceca lovemnant tr tea in- in at legit Nixo possible oe oe Kanin, co ‘Cuba Me Kate” By cre — a 
ye oat i Bag which Group of aie pen gr Pobre ay cel jperformances pay three Hollywood My anes." returned of ee ao” eS ae : 
gy Ay BR 2), will be pos staffers) will ecteading’ cart. | 2 Geek or Shriners and rein | ee ast weekend. He ex: going along. show's pa. als 
: riginal ' arbon ¢ boat May will leav ing Varl- : r family z and me Ww omplete *' e ex-/to g Salv et also ; 
ae ginal Broadway produc ee 2 ave NSY. by) Pome members continue a Madeleine Carroll. to Pacific” director for “South i 
on a Hollywoo artha Se starti Scotland i erts in comedy ne star. of th to. ‘ 
a result of h ollywood contra ott, Starting May 22 in 27 day edy next e Fay K 
: } er ntract as will c : . Eu : ays, : Morle season anin ° be 
fetes, is directing and sa egg —". Viola Essen Bankr ai ley, ovelist-playwrht dau Dickey Wants Out 
Rathbu ers Brackett starring Lists 35 uptcy editing the er Merley, is =| San F : CI 
rn, and : 4 sts . » Nex . ANTA ie S now | Ann 'rancisco, 
stock ee at te Walter Tr M ; ‘ _ Viola Ess 35G_ Liabiliti eg quarterly es er 2g "| princi amary Dickey, 0 Feb. 1. (3 
sic n at the T winter y usical 7 pe oe ies of Actors Eaui ership n ipals in the touri ne of the ) 
Fm Art. emple of Mu ane | ritth “A Runbieay seve appearing the Astor wn aa March 35 at | yy to leave cPrgget ais “Allegro,” AI 
S ‘ “ | > e “ 5 ’ : 0, a 1 ’ J 
many ——— has round Marie A Hollywood, Feb | volunta venue,” last aa Along one members of tl ¥., will elect | tim Angeles eng show after ihe H 
as aaa te of the ries > re 8 Parca eee |e , ee ee proses acy (three he “nominating turn = March ~ compen some 
i e to Bigg inal cas ert music syl-. bili . Y. Feder ankr ed b rs_ will n to New . She wants to re 
vival. The 1 appear in th ast on and James cal by Eu ilities of al court listi uptey the counci y the council) be! Th ew York. B 
starred in sie Weaeh Conven was be the se mes Snodgr gene $2,000 £96516 and oe the ncil and offi to name | eatre Guild has 
the origi raven w tiny cond producti ass, will 000. Latte ind ass annual meeti cer slate f | placement vas not set a re 
ginal as y new St uction . princi atter sum is s assets of Theatr eeting in or nt, but is (3 
. by E Stage Thea at the pally in ce _is said to Gui e, Arena May .. | Suade the si hoping to per 
teas Be ios set "EE Samra Strate cing i Be Sor ete te mw fr the st 
Civie Li as Se oeee Senos worth producer He o will duc arry K ecured credi- |. ™ust” . at $5, is y the | °U" ne rest of the 
bs ht O n the D . Sprin _ Helen Ai ucer, $100; urnitz 1- st” for an abs | 
* Ana may ” pera prod 3 etroit Show . ng bow is plz ins- $1,0 0; Re Rig film pr agents producers solute | H 
fr gg Fat edn Lo originally w planned. hat: ties Gee as > | Sees, 2 , managers,| DRA — 
"hedica'a catia prs Ray" Wty ei ris Georg de Cueva, lat Nog ie ciety “pet Draper naar A 
in a plane ichtham | Sted’ unde $25.0 shkoff, of | th Nugent » ‘aft Draper and L 
re Mrs. Viola her marri ition was | Statin , Where he'll urned to U.S. concerti ecessive seasons of 
iola Gebaue ried name of Gibbs aint Max Wetle-non and | batical a oe will take a 88 
r. She’s also George” =f “The edo C, 50 season go abroad for the 1949- S 
ummer fo ental| They’ , 
rz | ey'll r 
heatre, ‘cert field a to the U. S. com $ 
e °50-51 season with Pp 
ft) 


Temple, Feb., 7-13, 
weirs ib 


the script was finished 


ti. kD? j 


known as Viola Dean 


| Ine 
lon prior t 
MacMahon. bh Broadw 
} ahon ae | 
on, heada ibe Equlty, Ly |ene. pth : 
1 EAU, dale ‘One other. Pome including at le 
vs ey, member. 

a i ’ ri | 5? 











N. . 
scar 
erick 
as in 
well 
lead 
road, 
y are 
Ssist- 
* and 


S not 


etter 

con- 
there 
tions 
mum 
1 the 


rd as 
bert 
ilbur 
ocust 


f de- 
Ring 
than 
y de- 


$25, 
than 


Thorf 
1 the 
f the 
) pay 
ould 


sup- 
pro- 


estic, 
tour 
s for 
ction 
d by 


e for 
> has 
d out 
),000, 
first 
nner, 


icago 
ights, 
. She 
, she 
gage- 


-eed- 
sned, 
act- 
hair- 
cur 
will 
the 
Kurt 
Rice 
e” is 
fter- 


cast 


nder 
this 
rties 
pub- 
My 


‘men 
i the 
lebut 
DD: Wi; 
yers, 
ff to 
air. 
also 
Isola 
outh 


the 
gro,” 
- the 
some 
» re 


a re 

per- 
main 
the 


’ 

dier, 
S of 
949- 
con- 
with 
least 








Wednesday, February 2, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE $1 





Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaARIETY’s 
poxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows current....... 


Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 
Total gross for all current shows last week... .$696,700 


Total season’s gross sO far for all 
Number of new productions so f 


This Last 
Season Season 
bee iy sa6ba0 s bicc Cee 31 
765 837 
$693,000 
shows... .$18,272,500 $17,929,900 
| it a eee 45 42 








———— 


Chicago Grosses Nicked by Weather: 


Brigadoon’ $37,900, ‘Desire’ $19,600 ses" 


hicago, Feb. 1. 

Rainy week, topped by below 
zero weekend, nicked into legit b.o. 
slightly, with. dip noticeable in spe- 
cial kid matinees on Sunday. Dante 
the Magician at Studebaker and 
“Raze the Roof” at Great Northern 
felt cool wind, but general overall 
take was still profitable. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (17th | 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Last week did 
poff biz, with latter part of week | 
complete sellout, $37,900. 

Dante, Studebgker (3d week) (1,- 
246; $3.10). Weather affected chil- 
dren’s attendance, but still profit- 
able at $11,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (20th 
week) (1,344; $4.33). Doing SRO 


ee. no lull in sight. Excellent | ‘Born Yesterday’ $17,000; | 


“Raze the Roof,” Great Northern 
(24 week) (1,500; $3.71). Picked up 
over last week, with $16,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- | 
ris (18th week) (1,000; $4.33). Clos- 
ing date announcement finding b.o. 
lines again. Sock $19,600. 





Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 31-Feb. 12) 

“Allegro” — Curran, Frisco 
12). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Lyric, 
All. (31-2); Rajah, Reading (3-4); 
Aud., Charleston (7-12). 

“At War With the Army’’—Wil- | 
= Bost. (31-5); Locust, Philly (7- 
12) 


“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, | 
L. A. (31-12). 

“Born Yesterday” — Biltmore, L. | 
A., (31-12). 

“Brigadoon” —D avidson, Mil. 
(31-5); Taft, Cincy (7-12). 

Dante—Studebaker, Chi (31-12). 

“Death of a Salesman”’—Locust, 


(31- 


Philly (31-5). 
“Desert Song” —Court, Spfid. | 
(31-1); Aud., Hart. (3-5); Aud., 


Roch. (7-8); Erlanger, Buff. (9-12). 
“Favorite Stranger’’—Amer., St. 
Louis (31-5); Mosque, Peoria (7); 
Palace, Rockford (8); Parkway, 
Mad. (9); Davidson, Mil. (10-12). 
“Finian’s Rainbow’ — Shubert, 
Chi (31-12). 
ye Bleckstone, Chi (31- 
“Harvey”—Majesty’s, Mont’l (31-| 
5); Montclair, M’clair (7-12). | 
“High Button Shoes” — Nixon, 
Pitt. (31-12). | 
“Make Mine Manhattan” — For- 
rest, Philly (31-12). | 
“Man and Superman” — Murat. | 
Indpls. (31-5); Aud., L'ville (2-3); | 
Aud., Memphis (4-5); Aud., Little | 
Rock (7); Temple, B’ham (8-9); | 
Poche, N. Orleans (10-12). 
“Medea”—Cass, Det. (31-12). 
Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(31-12), 
“My Name Is Aquilon”’—Walnut, 
Philly (31-5) quilon Walnu 
“O Mistress Mine’—Erie, Sche- 
nectady (31); Aud., Roch. (1-2); Er- 
oe Buff. (3-5); Hanna, Cleve. 


“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.) — Vir- 

ginia, Wheeling (31-5); Capitol, W. 

atre (7-8); 
10); Aud. Trenton (11-12). 

ahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Shu- 

bert, Philly (31-12), ‘ P 
Raze the *—Gt. 

Chi. @1e12) Roof”—Gt. North. 


“Show Boat” — Omaha, Omaha 
(31-2); KRNT, Des Moines (3-5): 
Amer., St. Louis (7-12). 


“Streetcar N rae 
Harris, Chi. (31-5). sieges 
The Big Knife” — Plymouth, 


Bost. (31-12), 


The Heiress” — Gea Frisco 
epi, Music Hall, K. C. (7-12). 
new at They Wanted” 
hubert, Bost. (31-12). ~"— 


“Two a. 
H (1 iP eee Mice”-——Shubert, N. 


es 


‘ ) 

Okla.! $41,600, Indpls. 
“OkI Indianapolis, Feb. 1. 
600 a mal * took a smash $41.- 
Satura ve and a half days ino 
Marat ay night) at the 2,000-seat 
$4.99"; Jan: 24-29, with top of 
Mul In its third time here. It 

his feet en matinee Thursday. 
] previous Indi - 
lis mark by about 25%. It for. 





me 
ii tly played the 1,500-seat: “Eng: | 


SQ, now closed. 


Temple, Scranton (9-, 





‘Finian’s’ $30,400, Detroit; 
‘Conn. Yankee’ $38,000 
Detroit, Feb. 1. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” in its third 
and final week at the 1,482-seat 
Cass, rose about $1,000 over the 
previous stanza to register a good 
$30,400. 


“Connecticut Yankee,” pre- 
sented by the Detroit Civie Light 
Opera Co., got a fair $38,000 at the 
4,600-seat Masonic Temple, com- 
pared to the previous week’s 
$45,000 on “Vagabond King.” 





‘Icelandia’ $4,800, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Legit biz perked up slightly last 
week although unusual weather 
again caused a number of ticket 
cancellations. Town expects an- 
other shot in the arm as a result 
of the relighting of El Patio last 
night (31) with a modernized ver- 
sion of “Ghosts.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(345th week) (1,142; $2.40). An- 
other $17,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Biltmore (2d 
week) (1,636; $3.60). 
nightly; $17.000 for the 
Finals Feb. 12. 

“Jcelandia,” Las Palmas (2d wk) 
(388; $3.60). First full week drew 
$4,800—about 65% 
seems to be improving slightly. 
Will hold at least another frame. 


Griffith Preps Theatre 


week. 





In San Fernando Valley 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
In the belief that many San 
Fernando Valley residents “object 
to driving. great distances to see 
good theatre,’ Byron Griffith, for- 


/mer director of the Wilkes-Barre 


Community Theatre, will shortly 
launch a program of plays at the 
Key theatre in North Hollywood. 

House formerly was known as 
the Horseshoe theatre and featured 
central staging. It has been ex- 
tensively refurbished and produc- 
tions will be in the conventional 
staging technique. 


B. C. Staging ‘Servant’ 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

“The King’s Servant,” drama by 
Felix Doherty about the lord 
chancellor of Henry VIII, will be 
| presented Feb. 24-26 by the Boston 
College Dramatic Society at Chest- 
nut Hill, Mass. Rev. John L. Bonn, 
S.J., director of the college school 
of expressional arts, will stage it. 
| Play was first tested last sum- 
‘mer at St. Michael’s Playhouse, 
Winooski Park, Vt. 








‘Rebecca’ for San Antonio 
San Antonio, Feb. 1. 
San Antonio Little theatre will 
present “Rebecca” at its next pro- 
duction at the San Pedro Little 
theatre Feb. 21 and 22. Jean Long- 
‘with is director, with Jud Davis 
' stage manager for the production. 


Evans 18G, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 
Maurice Evans in ‘Man and Su- 
| perman” revival bagged a fine $18,- 











000 last week on eight perform- | 


ances at $3.68 top in the 1,300-seat 
| Cox. 
He and members of the cast also 


swelled the polio fund by $1,600, | 


a hefty Cincy collection. 


_ ‘Shoes’ $33,600, Toronto 
Toronto, Feb. 1. 

| Still going for the big musicals, 
all of which have been sold out 
here this season, Toronto gave 
“High Button Shoes” a capacity 


$33,600 gross. 
. Royal Alexandra (1,525) ' was 





scaled at $4.80 top. 


Building | 


FAY ‘HARVEY’ C0. 246 
IN DAYTON, LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Feb. 1. 

The Frank Fay company of 
|“Harvey” is still doing boff biz on 
the road. Last week, booked into 
| Dayton (usually a one-nighter) for 
three days (24-26), troupe grossed 
| $13,000, with seats sold out 10 days 
| before. 
| In Louisville balance of week 
| (27-29), troupe grossed $10,800, for 
_week’s total of $23,800. 


| 
| 








Brown ‘Harvey’ Gets $24,950 
Albany, Feb. 1. 


“Harvey,” with Joe E. Brown 
grossed $12,400 in three 
1,960-seat 

Monday night (24) it racked up 
$2,300 in Northampton, Mass. 
Final three days of week the show 


played Warner’s Avon in Utica, 
grossing $10,250, to make week’s 
total $24,950. 


‘Salesman’ $23,000, 





‘Wanted $27,500, 


Gurl 166, Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

It’s going to be hard for Philly’s 
legit theatres to maintain the fast 
pace they set last week which 
‘found three of the four regular 
playhouses close to the capacity 
mark and the fourth turning in a 
;/neat and profitable figure. 
| This week’s openings were both 
return visitors. ““Make Mine Man- 
hattan” began a two weeks’ run at 
the Forrest with Bert Lahr as star, 
|while “Oklahoma!” started an en- 
|gagement at the Shubert which will 
| be at least four weeks’ in duration. 
|This is the third Philly visit for 
this Rodgers-Hammerstein musical. 
| Last week’s terrific biz still has 
ithe smart boys gasping. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“They Knew What They Want-| 


led,” Forrest (2nd week) (1,766; 
|partly due to scale. A walloping 
| big $27,500 for this revival with 
|Paul Muni was one of the week’s 
'big surprises. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Locust 
(Ist week) (1,580; $3.25). Low 
scale was the only thing that kept 
this sensational dramatic hit from 
leading the whole parade. Was a 
sellout after Tuesday and is de- 


finitely capacity all this week; 
$23,000. 

| “The Desert Song” Shubert (2nd 
week) (1,877; $3.25). Here was 


another that had the wise boys 
amazed. The operetta revival hit 
a solid capacity pace and grossed 
over $26,500 on its secoii’and final 
week. 

“Figure of a Girl,” Walnut (1st 
week) (1,340; $3.90). Critics were 
sparing in praise, possibly having 
;run out of adjectives after ‘“Sales- 


subscription play of the year) got 
an okay $16,000 in first of two 
weeks. 


‘Annie’ 416, Balto 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” finished 
a second week at Ford’s here last 
| week, ringing up a terrific $41,000 
‘for nine performances on top of 
| previous round of eight shows for 
$35,000, with customers begging for 
seats up to closing day. 

Could easily have sold out an 
| additienal round, 


| 
‘Show Boat’ 25G in 6, K.C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 1. 
Second time in two years “Show 
| Boat” was a smash here, date in 











up $25,000 for six performances. 
Saturday shows were sellouts and 
other performances were near 
| capacity despite severe weather 
| which cut out-of-town trade to a 
| minimum. 

A & N Presentations has set 
|“The Heiress” with Basil Rathbone 
'as the next booking, Feb. 10-12. 








‘Show Boat’ 1412G, Omaha 
Omaha, Feb. 1. 
“Show Boat” was an advance 
sellout at the Omaha theatre Jan. 
31-Feb. 1-2, with gross of $14,500. 


Top was $3.60. 





Jacob A. Weiser will give one 
course in dramatics and two in 
playwriting in the evening session 
at City College of N. Y. this | 
semester. 


the Music Hall Jan. 27-30 ringing | (15th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). 


Broadway B.0. Generally Spotty; 


| 


Legit attendance was spotty on 


Broadway last week. Receipts were | 


off for the first half, with most 
shows running around $1,000 be- 
‘hind the previous week’s figures. 
'But business recovered beginning 
Wednesday night and in some cases 
the final totals topped the preced- 
ing stanza. Consistently rainy 
weather appeared to be a negligi- 
ble factor. \ 

Pace was down again Monday 
night (31) and indications are that 
the current week may register a 
decrease. However, no serious de- 
cline is anticipated until the annual 
pre-Easter lull. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All for Love,” Hellinger (1st 
wk) (R-1,543; $6). New revue is 
suffering from critical shellacking, 


but bankroller Anthony B. Farrell | 


is putting up more coin to keep it 
alive; against a break-even nut of 
$26,000, the first full week grossed 
$15,500. 

“Along 5th Avenue,” Broadhurst 
(3d wk) (R-1,160; $6). Has been get- 
ting public support despite lack of 


theatre parties; early-week attend- | 


ance was slightly off, but with an 


operating nut of about $27,000, the | 
final take was encouraging $32,000. | 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert | 
Practi- 


(8th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). 
cally capacity at $32,100. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(142d wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). With 
| last weeks advertised, attendance 
| has been hypoed; up a trifle to $28,- 


| “As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (11th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Ex- 
,cept for midnight matinees, there’s 
| the standee limit every perform- 
| ance; up about $400 to $53,500. 
| “Born Yesterday,” Miller (156th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Starts fourth 
| year on a strong note; $13,500. 
“Carousel,” City Center (1st wk) 


the seven-performance gross of 
$32,000 was smash. 

“Diamond Lil,’ Coronet (CD- 
| 1,003; $4.80). Meller by Mae West, 
presented by Al Rosen and Herbert 
| J. Freezer, opens Saturday (5). 
| “Edward, My Son,” Beck (18th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). One of the 
steady SRO entries; $28,200. 
| “Forward the Heart,” 48th Street 
| (D-921; $4.80). Opened Friday 
inight (28) to sympathetic but un- 
'favorable notices; not figured to 
| have much chance; first three per- 
_formances got $3,000. 
| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Morosco 
‘(11th wk) (CD-931; $4.80). Has 
|'been selling out in recent weeks, 
| being one of the entries to go clean 
'at midweek matinees; breaks even 
at around $18,500; gross was $24,- 
/000 again. 
| “High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(69th wk) (M-1,900; $6). Couldn’t 


_plenty of profit at $38,000. 


| “Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (32d | 


| wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Huge house 
Saturday night (29) lifted the 
week’s take $500 to excellent 
$33,500. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (40th 
| wk) (R-1,659; $6). Another hold- 
over musical in its concluding 


weeks before going on the road; | 


' slipped a bit to just over $30,000. 
| “Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (5th 
| wk) (M-1,654; $6). Now unquestion- 
ably the hottest ticket in town; 
'goes clean all performances, but 
‘theatre parties limiting the gross | 
ito $46,200. ‘ 
| “Lend an Ear,” National (7th 
| wk) (R-1,172; $6). Standees at most 
performances, with only midweek 
matinees having empty seats; edged 
‘up a trifle to $29,200. 
| “Life With Mother,” Empire | 

End of | 
theatre parties last week should, 
indicate true boxoffice power; | 





0.700. 
“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (11th 
wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). Comedy is a 
hefty draw, though not quite capac- 
ity; still plenty of operating profit 
at $23,200. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (17th wk) 


| (M-1,319; $6). Has been about get- 
'ting by, with Sunday performances 


helping; under $26,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belasco 
(4th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Word-of- | 
mouth comment has been spread- 
ing about this slow starter and it | 
map prove a sleeper; best figure 
to date; $23.300. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (50th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Standees at 
all times: $34,800. 

“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook,” Golden 
(5th wk) (C-1,057; $4.80). The extra 


(M-3,025; $3). Great reviews greet- | 
ed the return engagement of Rodg- | 
capacity—but | $3.90). Led the town by a whisker, | ers-Hammerstein hit; at low scale, 


Carousel’ 326, ‘All for Love’ $15,500, 
Girls’ 53446, ‘Gloves’ 226, ‘Sth’ 326 


money finally ran out, so the show 
folded Saturday night (29) after 41 
performances; $2,700 finale. 
“Private Lives,’ Plymouth (17th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Revival is 
proving a_ potent runner, but 
slipped to $21,000. 
Mansfield (8th 


“Red Gloves,” 
wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). Holding up 
fairly well despite the end of 
theatre parties; almost $22,000. 

“Silver Whistle,’ Biltmore (10th 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Jose Ferrer’s 
performance proving the magnet: 
breaks at around $16,000. so there’s 
nice margin at last week’s $21,000 
take 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (61st wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Remains a juicy biz-getter in its 
second year; $25,200. 

“Where’s Charley?,” St. James 
(16th wk) (M-1,509:; $6). More than 
made up for Monday - Tuesday 
slide; fine $37,300. 


Richard 7G 
Mine’ $24,600, 
‘Army 96, Hub 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

“At War With the Army” bowed 
here this week to run into good no- 
tices*in all but one sheet, which 
slammed it hard as a “smutty” 
show. However, it did well as one 
of the only two downtown legit af- 
ferings and one of the three in 
town. San Carlo Opera Co. also in 
for a 10-day run at the Opera 
House, did well on first three days. 

“Big Knife’’ opened at the Plym- 
outh last night with “They Knew 
What They Wanted” same night at 
the Shubert. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“At War With the Army,” Wil- 
bur (lst week) (1,200; $3.60). Farce 
was well liked and began to do biz, 
building to a modest estimated 
$9,000 and should do better this 
week. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Shu- 
bert (3d week) (1,750; $4.80). Final 
week did a fair enough $24,600 
with practically no competition 
downtown. 

“Richard III,” Copley (2d week) 
(1,200; $2.25). Richard Whorf pro- 
duction gained big rep here and 
house did a good estimated $7,500, 
best showing at this house so far. 
| This is final production of the Bos- 
ton Repertory Assn.; house dark. 
|. San Carlo Opera Co., Opera 
House (lst week) (3,200; $3.60). 
| This outfit usually does pretty well 
| here on the standard repertory. 
| Estimated $7,000 on three per- 
|formances. Another week to go. 








/man.” Hewever Guild show (fifth | quite regain early-week slide, but | ‘Allegro’ OK 21G, Frisco’ 
? 


‘Heiress’ Neat $17,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Allegro,” Theatre Guild produc- 
tion, which opened Wednesday (26) 
at the Curran (1,776; $4.80), was 
warmly greeted by critics and 
chalked up a nice $21,000 for its 
first stanza. 

“The Heiress,” with Basil Rath- 
bone, another Theatre Guild opus, 
showed a pleasing $17,000 for its 
second week at the Geary (1,550; 
$3.60). 


‘Okla!’ 386, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Second and final week of ‘“Okla- 
homa!” set a new record for the 
season at Nixon when it got $38,- 
000, with $3.50 top (without tax). 
Not only did that figure top previ- 
ous mark of $37,450, held by 
“Brigadoon” in October, but it’s 
also the best gross Theatre Guild 
musical has ever rolled up here at 





_any time during its three local en- 


gagements. 

“High Button Shoes,” with Eddie 
Foy, Jr., opened two-week stay last 
night (Mon.) and it will also have 
a big fortnight, having started off 
to terrific advance sale. 


‘Knife’ 20G in 5, N.H. 
New Haven, Feb. 1. 

Premiere of “The Big Knife,” in 
its five-performance stand at the 
Shubert last week (26-29), cli- 
maxed a substantial advance with 
SRO window biz. 

Total estimated take was ‘just 
under $20,000 at $4.20 top. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Uniform of Flesh 


Experimental Theatre, Inc., presenta- 
tion of Invitational Series production of 
drama in two acts (nine scenes) by Louis 
O. Coxe and R. H. Chapman, 
from Herman Melville novel, ‘Billy Budd.” 
Directed by Norris Houghton; settings and 
costumes, Paul Morrison; musical arrange- 
ments and direction, Lehman Engel. At 
Lenox Hill playhouse, N. Y., Jan. 29, ’49; 

' admission by invitation. 

Capt. Fairfax Vere.......Tom McDermott 
lst Off. Michael Seymour Winston Ross 
Lieut. Ratcliffe........ Preston Hanson 
a ig ‘ Lieut. Wyatt ........ Robert McQueeney 
Forward the Heart” is a little | Midshipman Gardiner.... John Fisher 


lay about a big subject. Despite Midshipman Rea Everett Dwight 


Forward the Heart | 


Theatre Enterprises, Inc. and Leon J. 
Bronesky production of drama in two acts 
(five scenes) by Bernard Reines. Features 

illiam Prince, Natalie Schafer, Harry 
Bannister, Mildred Joanne Smith. Directed 
by Peter Frye. Designed and lighted by 
Perry Watkins. At 48th Street, N. Y., 
Jan. 28, ’49; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 

Mrs. Marian Gibbs........ Natalie Schafer 
David Gibbs __.......... William Prince 
Dr. George Whiting Harry Bannister 
Julie Evans. .......Mildred Joanne Smith 





: . Surgeon “ eee eee Carl Shelton 
ts sincerity and the urgency Of its Master-at-Arms Claggart... Peter Hobbs 
theme, it is too slight for Broad- Dansker aye eee Martin Brandt 

J i 7 + Jenkins rr ecavaet au nderson 
way. There are obviously no film Quartermaster Payne.... Lee Marvin 
prospects, but the drama may have Kincaid Pidaeicasies Anthony Carr 
occasional stock and little theatre O’Daniel ; Sherman Lloyd 

r j utler 7uy ano 
presentation. P Diy Bee... cc cessvess Charles Nolte 

Play is about a blinded war vet | sentry Hallam........ Wynn Handman 





who returns to his suburban Boston 
home and falls in love with his 
mother’s maid before learning she 
-is a Négro. In taking such a theme 
for his first play, Bernard Reines 
has clearly attempted more than 
he ¢ould handle. Having estab- 
lished the basic situation, he is 
quite unable to cope with it, and and requires far too much phys- 
the drama merely fritters away ical production and numerous cast 
several ineffectual scenes before for the commercial theatre under 
sputtering to an inconclusive end. | existing conditions. : 

Although the boy’s character is “Uniform of Flesh” is a multi- 
fairly well drawn, the three other scene treatment of a Herman Mel- 
parts are ill-conceived and the ville story about the inhumane 
action is transparently contrived. severity of naval law. The locale is 
There is genuine challenge in the | a British battleship at sea before 
play’s basic premise (which, how-| the days of steam. The action 
ever, remains implicit) that on the | depicts how a saintly young sailor 
subject of race the blind can see | Must be executed for the accidental 
clearly, while the seeing are blind. | killing of a sadistic superior offi- 
But the author appears to have cer, as an example to maintain 
nothing else new or provocative to | discipline against the subversive 
say about it, and there are far more influence of the French revolution. 
cogent reasons both for and against It’s a slow play, with occasional 


mixed marriages than anything ex- Propulsive scenes, but bogged 
pressed in “Forward the Heart.” down withtalk and sea-going stage 


So about all that remains is the | business and with an ineffectual 

author’s earnestness and goodwill. Windup. But there are notable per- 

The performances, not surpris- | £ormances by Peter Hobbs as the 

ingly, are as uneven as the drama. fiendish master-at-arms, Charles 

William Prince has gotten fnside | [0""tom ‘McDermott as the dutiful 
ar oY 1_ S, I : 

cae cosrecter of Wie ey ane oe captain, Preston Hanson as a anti- 


Second production of the season 
of the Invitational Series of the 
Experimental Theatre is not a 
prospect for Broadway presenta- 
tion. but suggests some talent pos- 
sibilities. Play itself is a ponder- 
ous drama with insufficient point, 


mirably suggests the transitions, x : at 

from agony to exaltation and then gold d braid “ —=, Beh 

despair, but he never quite re- — as 8 pahosophica: © 
sailor. 


creates the intangible, subtly ten- 
tative manner of the blind. Mildred 
Joanne Smith is excellent as _the 
girl, despite a strident “big” speech 
(apparently paraphrased from 
Shylock) and an incongruous later 


Norris Houghton’s direction gets 
moderate movement in the confines 
of the tiny stage and Paul Morri- 
son’s settings achieve considerable 
atmosphere on  a_ piggy-bank 
budget. Choral sea chanties ar- 


scene. But Natalie Schafer seems ranged by Lehman Engel help fill 
affected as the silly mother and | iy. scene-change waits. Hobe. 
Harry Bannister implausible as the 
doctor. . 

The Perry Watkins sectional Carousel 
getting, including a bedroom and | Theatre Guild production of musical 
living "room-dinette, is practical Purent Molnats “Lillomts" as aanpied. Sn 


Benjamin F. Glaser, music by Richard 
Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II. 
Features Stephen Douglass, Iva Withers, 
Louise Larabee, Eric Mattson, Margot 


and atmospheric. 
Although the _ opening - night 
curtain rang up late (approximately 


8:25) the nerformance was out at. Moser, Christine Johnson, Mario de Laval, 

Ne EES ‘ 7 ster. Diane Keith. Jay Velie, Kenneth Mac 
ie see 11:05. it ny after a deter Kenziey Dusty Worrall, Calvin Thomas, 
mined ovation by the sparse pre- | Ross Chetwood. Directed, by Rouben 


Hobe. | Mamoulian; choreography, Agnes de Mille; 
| settings, Jo Mielziner; costumes, Miles 
eee | White; musical director. Frederick 

Joe Magee, of the William Mor- | Dvonch; orchestrations, Don Walker; pro- 
ris legit department, is confined to duction supervised by Lawrence Langner, 


her Theresa Helburn. At City Center, N. Y., 
Harkness Pavilion, N. Y., with a) Jan. 25, ’49: $3 top. 


miere audience. 














recurrence of a heart ailment in-/| Sarrie | Pipperidge.........Margot_ Moser 
: JULIC JOFGAM.....ccceces- < +a ithers 

curred in the Navy during the war. ! vrs. Mullin 2.000050. Louise Larabee 
He’s been forced to cancel passage Billy Bigelow | eee Stephen Douglass 
sha : avi ascombe........ toss Chetwyn 

to Europe, where he was planning INGCEIO TOWIE..scccecs> Christine Johnson 
to spend a three-month leave of June Girl ......2.::.... Mavis Ray 
absence from the agency. Enoch Snow -............ Eric Mattson 
JisGer COMIN. 1.000006 0% Mario de Laval 

Aare ee ..Dusty Worrall 

UE 6 66 0 66.0280068b 649% Bobra Suiter 

PLAYS WANTED Penny MO rere se re rs Evelyne Ross 
SEND ME YOUR PLAY vennie TePTTC TTL TL udrey Sabetti 
Producers and name stars now seek- ook og Ae at, oe ee eee — Pann 
ing plays for spring and fall. First Heavenly Friend.....-.--. “Jay Velie 


class productions, 


a ee eee Calvin Thomas 


HARRY MEYER Louise .............++-¥+0. Diane Keith 
Author’s Representative . : ike. 

347 Madison Avenue MU. 4-1909 Interrupting its | second season 

New York 17, N. ¥. on the road. Carousel has 

















READY FOR DELIVERY! 


ONLY BOOK OF ITS 
KIND ON EARTH 


Every playable town and city in 
United States and Canada with pop- 
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of theatres, auditoriums and arenas, 
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adapted | 


New York’s municipally-operated 
City Center at pop prices. The 
musical seems even more effective 
than in its smash opening nearly 
four years ago and offers a notable 


| bargain at the $3 top. 


Possibly the fact that radio and 
recordings have made the songs so 
familiar is partly responsible for 
the show’s added impact. Even so, 
the present cast, including only 
two principals from the original 
company, is excellent, the perform- 
ance remains reasonably fresh and 
the settings’ and costumes appear 
immaculate. 

Although there’s not a common- 
place number in the show, some of 
the “Carousel” songs seem to 


register more potently than ever. | 


The standouts are still “If I Loved 
You,” “June Is Bustin’ Out All 
Over” and “What’s the Use of 
Wond’rin’.” while “You’re a Queer 
One, Julie Jordan,” 
Marry Mister Snow,” “When the 
Children Are Asleep” and “You'll 
Never Walk Alone” have added 
emotional value. Curiously, Billy’s 
soliloquy about fatherhood. seems 
to lack some of its remembered 
appeal. 

Of the present leads, Stephen 
Douglass is impressive dramatic- 
ally and acceptable vocally and 
physically as Billy, while Iva With- 
ers is a fine Julie, both dramatic- 
ally and vocally. Margot Moser is 
properly amusing and sings en- 
gagingly as Julie’s giddy friend. 
Louise Larabee seems an improve- 
ment as the predatory carousel 
owner and Diane Keith is good as 
featured ballerina. Mario de Laval 
gives a broad portrayal of the sin- 
ister Jigger, but Christine Johnson 
and Eric Mattson are still admir- 
able in their original roles. 

If there had been any question 
about the quality of the Richard 
Rodgers score or the Oscar Ham- 
merstein, II, lyrics, this return en- 
gagement erases it utterly. 
audience that wept blissfully 
through last Tuesday night’s (25) 
opening performance at the City 
Center demonstrated that. 

Hobe. 





Play Abroad 

















Breach of Marriage 


London, Jan. 26. 


Peter Saunders (in association with Pif- 
fard & Robinson) presentation of drama 
in three acts by Dan Sutherland. Directed 
by Charles Hickman. At Duke of York’s, 
London, Jan. 25, °49. 
Dr. Erasmus Baring 
Nurse Farrar 
Dr. Gerald Farley 


Edward Chapman 
; Janet Barrow 
Christopher Quest 
Rev. Daniel Hargreaves Beckett Bould 
Mrs. Mannering ..Cathleen Nesbitt 
Peter Stuart.. Peter Madren 
Ann Stuart Helen Shingler 
George Mannering .. Cecil Ramage 


Absorbing play on the contro- 
versial subject of artificial insemi- 
nation, recently tried out privately 


at small Torch theatre, now passed | 


by censor for public performance. 
Theme is likely to prove of con- 
siderable interest in the U. S. 

Subject is handled with tact and 
delicacy and good construction of 
the plaagpugurs well for this new 
dramatist. Holding the scales 


evenly balanced, it depicts the pos- | 


sibilities of tragedy and abuse of 
this “tampering with nature.” 

A noted doctor in retirement 
from general practice lives quietly 


in the country where he receives | 


special cases to bring parenthood 
to childless couples. An old friend 
brings her daughter and crippled 
husband for the necessary surgical 
treatment, the boy having become 
a-.wheelchair invalid through war 
service. The girl bitterly re- 
proaches herself that she refused 


motherhood when it was possible | 


and hopes that science will now 


save her marriage which is on the | 


verge of collapse. 

Conforming to his strict rule 
that he will only accept completely 
healthy people, the doctor refuses 
to operate on finding the boy has 
incipient tuberculosis. In*despair 
the young wife agrees to an un- 
known donor, on condition her 
husband is kept in ignorance, feel- 
ing that only the birth of a child 
can save her marriage. 

Through mischance the boy later 
learns all the facts—even the iden- 
tity of the “father” of the expected 
child. In an advanced state of 
neurosis he reviles his wife, de- 
claring he will divorce her and 
drag through the courts all con- 
nected with the case, smearing 
their names all over the front 
page. His untimely end, either 
accidental or suicidal, brings a 
sense of relief all round. 


Cast is excellent, with nobody | 


sensationalizing, all giving natural 
life-like characterizations. Edward 
Chapman, as the doctor; Peter 


Madren, as the war casualty, and | 
Helen Shingler as the pathetic | 


young wife, share chief honors, 
with Janet Barrow turning in a 
grand performance as a_ nurse. 
Pla 
Clem. 


“When I, 


The | 


lay is ably directed by Charles | 
Hickman, ’ 


Plays Out of Town 


The Big Knife 


New Haven, Jan. 26. 
Dwight Deere Wiman presentation of 


their capacities. By a 
token, however, real drama 
will see in him a thorough! 


Similar 
-loverg 
Y com. 





the Strasberg and Odets production of | petent thespian who Zives 
|! drama in two acts (four scenes) by Clif- B vgs a very 
ford Odets. Stars John Garfield; features ne performance. Nancy Kelly ig 


upper-case as the distaff lead. At 
tractive from the physical view. 
point, she has the somewhat emo. 
tional role well in hand at ai 
times. 


| Nancy Kelly, J. Edward Bromberg, Paul 
|McGrath. Reinhold. Schunzel, Joan 
McCracken, Theodore Newton. Directed 
| by Lee Strasberg; setting by Howard Bay; 
| costumes, Lucille Little. At the Shubert, 
New Haven, Jan. 26, °49; $4.20 top. 


§ er Frank Wilson 
| Patty Benedict............ Leona Powers J. Edward Bromberg does 
BN BOTT CCC. Harry Townes 5 a 


sterling job in the thinly-disgyj 
part of the studio head; Paul ie 
Grath offers velvet smoothness as 


Charlie Castle.......... 
Marion Castle 
Harold Waterman..... 


Nancy Kelly 
Philip Foster 





Nat Danziger.......... Reinhold Schunzel ’ pagua . 
| Marcus Hoff........ J. Edward Bromberg pee ate a Ss m yg foes Re inhold 
Smiley Coy.........- Paul McGrath | 9chu , excep or an occasion. 
Connie Bliss......... _Mary Patton | al thickening of accent. plays 
Hank: Teagie 2 cape oi Tarelant’ Maaten |Charlie’s agent admirably; Joan 
Dixie Evans........ Joan McCracken | McCracken, stepping from myusi- 


Dr. Frary John McKee | cals into a straight play, contrib. 


crane utes competence to the Dixie 
In creating “The Big Knife.” | Evans characterization, and Theo- 
Clifford Odets has come up with! dore Newton does effective work 


a two-edged piece of literary cut-/|as the Odets alter ego 
lery, one edge of which has been Minor parts that get exeelens 
used to peel the hide off certain | treatment are handled capably b 
Hollywood institutions, the other | Frank Wilson, Leona Powers ba 


edge of which will be used to cut|ry Townes, Philip Foster, Mar 
the boxoffice melon that will un-| patton, William Terry and Jee 
doubtedly eventuate following its | McKee. . 


Broadway + genase : Staging has built the pace from 
Even in its premiere status, this | a scene-one amble to a final staan 
work unfolds as an interesting, | wallop that punches play's dra- 
absorbing experience in writing. | matic highlights home with a bang 
With three weeks of pre-Gotham | Contemplated revisions, including 
polishing ahead of it, this opus can|q goodly slice im running time 
i 7 Ao - a . . > . 
conceivably break forth as a dra- | should point up direction values 
matic VIP (Very Important Play). | still further. 
Written with bold strokes of au- A — 

- ; ; n untow ‘ident e : 
thenticity, it combines philosophy | ¢.o1, py peje ages at emanating 
with stark realism to produce a/ : preae painters strike 
orovocative play based on the sub- necessitated substituting drapes 
I , ob Mii ; and unpainted portions of the set- 


pe success and moral |ting for the finished product. The 
é .,, | attractive makeshift gives evidence 
There will be those who will of developing into standout scen- 
charge Odets with employing | ery when the job is finally com- 
“Knife” as a stiletto to rip Holly- | pleted. Fetching femme finery 


wood up the back. Actually, how- | adds a good touch from that angle 
ever, this is not the case. Although| On other occasions, Hollywood 
the script does offer a vivid pic-/| has seen fit to rib itself through 


pture of the seamy side of the film| the good-natured content of some 
| capital, 


with the author dipping | humorous script. It 


d ‘ : is quite pos- 
his pen alternately in dynamite and | 


sible that some courageous | film 


vitriol, primarily he seems con-| producer will come along and set 
cerned with getting across the/this one on celluloid for its in- 
story of a man who starts from | trinsic values, despite its devastat- 


scratch with certain ideals; attains | ting lowdown. 

the success he sought but loses | 

those ideals, eventually arriving at 

the paradoxical conclusion that 

self-destruction is “the only way | — wash 

he can really live. no Sg ny OF ge a 
Theme revolves around Charlie | log and epilog by DeWitt Bodeen. Based 


Bone. 


Bunner Sisters 
Pasadena, Jan. 26. 


he ae Ml em ,.| on the novel by Edith Wharton. Stars 
Castle who, after 12 years in pic-| Lenore Ulric and Sally O'Neill. Directed 
tures, finds that the success of his | by Barbara Vajda. Setting by Scott 
career has cost him the failure of | McLean. Opened at Pasadena Playhouse, 
his marriage to Marion, the wife | dan. SS, ©. 92.40 top. 

rs c : Al, | Ann Eliza Bunner..... Lenore Ulrie 
who had started with him when he | Mrs. Hawkins........... Gladys Jackson 
— alictic ; ‘harlie | Johnny Hawkins...,...... Bill McKenzie 
was an idealistic kid. Charlie! Miss Mellins Ei) . 

ee . M ° "i S| Me crcetecoves Jlieene stevens 
wants to shed the film-making | Evelina Bunner..... Sally O'Neill 
game and live a more normal life | Bonnie................ Marilyn Morrice 


Herman Ramy.......... 
Mr. Hawkins 


tela Kovacs 


but, because of a hushed-up auto , 
Kenny Grace 


accident in which he had killed a| Mrs. Hochmuller .\.. Irene Seidner 
child and for which his standin | Linda Hochmuller.... Andrea Blayne 
served time in prison, Charlie | 

} 


In the more than 30 years since 
Edith Wharton penned “Bunner 
Sisters,” the novel has assumed the 
stature of an American literary 
classic. A stark character study, 
it has all the elements needed to 

(Continued on page 53) 


finds himself the virtual prisoner 
of Marcus Hoff, studio head who 
| engineered the hush-up. 


When Dixie Evans, bit player 
who was in Charlie’s car at the! 
time of the accident, threatens to | 
spill the beans, Smiley Coy, Hoff’s | 
righthand man, plots to remove! 
her. The plan infuriates Castle; | 
there’s a showdown in which he. 
strikes Hoff, and latter announces 
he will break Charlie as he has 
others. Subsequently, Dixie is ac- 
cidentally killed by a police car, | 
but meanwhile Charlie has realized | 
that the studio heads would resort | 
to murder just to protect their in- | 
vestment in him, and the realiza- | 
tion has soured his outlook on life. | 
A reconciliation between him and 
Marion impends but as it is about 
to bear fruit, remorse gets the 
upper hand and Castle commits 
suicide. Curtain has Marion hys- 
terically calling for help, sym- 
bolically not for herself, but rather 
| for all victims of modern-day, con- 
fused living. 

_ Superb acting by a_ topnotch 
cast has aided considerably in put- | 
ting this script across. John Gar- 
field, playing Charlie, will find 
_himsel in the —_ of disap- 
pointing many of his film fans but | 
| boosting his legit stock skyward. 
This observation is based on the 
_fact that pie admirers whose in- | 











THEATRE TIME 


MAGAZINE 


The Best Magazine on the 
Legitimate Theatre 


Articles by Eugene Burr, 

John Gassner, Paul Myers, 

Thyra Samter Winslow and 
Others 


Edited by William Keegan 


Issued Four Times a Year: 
Feb., May, Oct. and Dec. 


Subscriptions: 
$1.60 a Year; $2.10 Foreign 


THEATRE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
152 West 42nd Street 
New York 18, N. Y. 
Enclosed is a check for $ 
for a one-year subscription te 
Theatre Time Magazine. 














tellectual processes limit them to | POO oan ssssssssnee 
the Garfield sock-on-the-chin qual- || Address weed 
ities alone will find the  philo- | City State. ........ 
sophical depth of this one beyond se 
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ledo Blade’s Pay Hikes 

wane increase of 8% for ap-) 
roximately 350 editorial, circula-- 
Fon advertising, and business of- 
fice employees of the Toledo Blade 
and Times, retroactive to Dec. 9, 
was provided in a contract signed | 
by the Toledo Blade Co. and the 
Toledo Newspaper Guild, CIO. 

Increase creates new weekly sal- 
ary minimum of $94 for experi- 
enced reporters and $39.50 for be- 
ginners. Agreement also _ pro- 
vides for a three-week vacation af-| 
ter five years of uninterrupted em- 
ployment, and a night differential. 





Hammond (Ind) Times Ends Strike 


Hammond, Ind., Times union 
printers ended 14-month-old strike 
by accepting $12.50 weekly wage 
hike. Printers had gone on strike 
two days after cohorts on Chi 
dailies walked out. 

New pact for one year conforms 
with: laws of International Typo 
Union, parent body. Reps of the 
Chi Newspaper Publishers Assn. 
and the union are still huddling 
over printers demands. 


N. Y. Star’s Fold 

After piling up a deficit of al- 
most $5,000,000 in eight-and-a-half 
years of operation, the New York 
Star, formerly PM, folded last | 
week, The last issue was run off | 
Friday (28), following collapse of | 
the publishers’ efforts to promote 
outside cash. Four hundred em- 
ployees of the paper, including 300 
in the printing plant, were handed 
notice only the day before. Edit- 
orial workers were given severance 
pay under provisions of the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Guild contract. 

Launched by Marshall Field in 
1940 as an experiment in liberal 
journalism, the paper was run for 
six years without carrying any ad- 
vertisements. When Field opened 
the papers to ads on Nov. 15, 1946, 
in order to put it on a self-sustain- 


ing basis, Ralph Ingersoll. the ed- 
itor, stepped out. Field finally un- 
loaded his interest in PM seven 


months ago to Bartley C. Crum and 
Joseph Barnes, who changed the 
paper’s name to The Star. Al- 
though circulation climbed from 
100,000 to 140,000 under the Crum- 
Barnes management, the paper was 
still a losing proposition. 
Columnists Albert Deutsch and 
Y. PF. Stone have gone to work for 


the N. Y. Post while the Star's 
comic strip, Barnaby, has_ been 
icked up by the N. Y.- Mirror. 


atter daily is also continuing the 
Star’s cut-rate offer of the Amer- 
ican Family Encyclopedia. 


Oursler’s ‘Greatest Story’ 


Fulton Oursler, who gave radio 
one of its finest programs, “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told,” which 
has won many national awards, has 
now published the book of the 
same title based on the radio pro- 
gram. It is one of the most artistic, 
simple and beautifully told stories | 
of the life of Christ that has ever | 
been written. As in the radio pro- | 
gram, it is in simple modern lan- 
guage, written understandingly. It 
packs human interest in every line | 
and it eine you better than the. 
best-selling whodunit. 

Here is something to test the 
one of our picture producers. 
f they could produce this story as 
a picture, and capture the simplic- 
ity, the imagination, and the artistry 
that Oursler has put into his book, 
they would make a great contribu- 
tion in helping us humans to un- 
derstand each other better and 
bring back a troubled world to 
normalcy. The book will make 
you feel like your mind was bathed 
Nn pure, cool, refreshing spring 
water. Joe Laurie Jr. 


Reynolds’ Writing Manual 


wit “The Writing Trade”. (The 
riter, Inc., $2.50), Paul R. Rey-| 
nolds, head of the oldest literary | 
agency in the U. S., comes up with | 
@ valuable manual for writers and | 
€ general public. - Written sim- | 
Y, In a hard-headed, business-like | 
ashion, it covers the six major 
markets for scribes (books. smooth | 
~— Mags, pulps, films, stage and | 
~ Net ah Even show biz insiders 
ad ikely to find a few eye-openers 
will h while the average scripter 
heb ave a pretty thorough idea of 
¢ background to writing markets. 
eretee a literary agent, Reynolds 
Oger €s a good deal of space to 
a, much of the material being 
"sg known or elaborated on be- 
‘esti, One of the book’s most inter- 
Hole chapters deals with the 
Ywood agent, with some weird 

try ae of some of the gen- 
en a ed. Reynolds is pretty hard 
. ite film capital in general, not- | 

Prese, OW, agent ethics, the social 
‘ a. esure of Hollywood on a writer, | 
Writer's. frustration -under. -the- 


ee multiple-authority setup, 
etc. 

_ The book is full of good trade 
info on payments, rights, editors, 
agents, etc. The chapter on pulps 
is a little thin; the one on Holly- 


| Britain, India» Australia and New| 


wood a little too gossipy for an) 


otherwise punchy manual, though 
interesting reading. The book pub- 
lishing chapter is good, tradey 
stuff. Reynolds finds indefensible 
the fact that a radio writer pays 
an agent 10% for so little service 
done. He suggests that the Authors 
League do something about delay 
of mag editors in decisions on 
manuscripts. He finds authors too 
complacent over mag stories cut 
arbitrarily to make space. He ar- 
gues against authors granting pub- 
lishers part of film rights on book 
sales. 

Reynalds' claims 
among national magazines’ are 
higher than in any other writing 
field, while ethics in the film indus- 
try are lowest. He finds the the- 
atre a disorganized medium and 
one of the most speculative of all, 
yet he surprisingly points out that 
despite its hectic gamble, writers 
in legit are better off than the 
frustrated film writer, _ bitter- 
against-the-industry radio writer, 
and restricted pulp or smooth paper 
writer. Book has appendices of 
contract forms from all mediums. 

Bron. 


that ethics 


Perelman Reprise 


S. J. Perelman, who is en route 
with wife and two children to Si- 
am, will live in Bangkok for a 
year, doing articles for Holiday 
mag which later will be published 
by Simon & Schuster in book form. 
Perelman has been with S&S for 
over a year (and not with Ran- 
dom House, as erratumed). 

Perelman’s last series of Holiday 
pieces were brought out by S&S 
last August, titled ‘Westward Ha,” 
and to date tome has sold 58,000 
copies, twice the total of any pre- 
vious Perelman book. 


Suit Vs. Carlson Dismissed 


Libel suit of $1,000,000 against 
Arthur Derounian, alias John Roy 
Carlson, author of “Undercover,” 
was dismissed by Judge William 
Campbell, Chi federal district 
court. Suit was brought by Mrs. 
Grace Keefe, former secretary of 
We the Mothers Mobilize for 
America, who charged her reptta- 
tion was damaged by Derounian in 
an article written by him for the 
magazine, The Woman. 

Plantiff counsel made a motion 
for arrest of judgment and was 
given 20 days to present a brief 
asking for a new trial. 


Authors Guild Nixes Dues Hike 
Membership of the Authors 
Guild, literati affiliate of the Au- 
thors League of America, has 
turned down a proposed dues raise 
by a vote of 330 to 291. Boost, 
previously approved by the organ- 
ization’s council, would have been 
from $15 to $25 for active and $8 
to $12 for associate members. 
Pending an indication of the vol- 
ume of returns from the assess- 
ment on earnings, adopted by the 
membership a year or so ago, the 
council has decided to curtail the 
organization’s activities. 


Merle Miller’s Newest 
Merle Miller, whose first novel, 
“That Winter,” was published a 
year ago, has just completed his 
second, with script going to pub- 
lishers Friday (28). Novel, as yet 


funtitled, deals with the contem- 
‘porary Washington scene. 


William Sloane Associates will 
publish it in September. 


Maugham ‘Quartet’ Host 

Somerset Maugham will be the 
principal speaker at an Overseas 
Press Club meet tonight (Wed.). 
Maugham, who arrived from the 
Coast over the weekend, will play 
the host at a screening of ‘“Quar- 
tet,” film adapted from a series of 
his short stories, at the Museum of 
Modern Art tomorrow ‘Thurs.). 

He sails for France Feb. 9. 


Dalton ECA Director of Info 

Neil Dalton, former director of 
publie relations for WHAS and the 
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal 
and Times has been appointed to 
succeed Bryan Houston as director 
of information for ECA. Houston 
has returned to the advertising 
biz. 

During the war, Dalton was, for 
a time, director of the OWI dom- 
estic branch in Washington. He 
later helped to liquidate the 
agency. 





Janney’s Multiple Chores 
Russell Janney’s novel, 


Miracle of the Bells,” is now out 
in 13 foreign languages. The bo 
also has English editions-in Great 


“The | 


Zealand. 
The producer of “The Vagabond 
King” is now working on a book 


of boyhood memoirs and is well | 


under way with a sequel to ‘‘Mira- 


cle.” A new operetta of frontier | 


Americana is about ready for pro- 
duction, the music to be by his co- 
worker in several other musical 
plays, Rudolf Friml. 


CHATTER 

David Brown, editor of Liberty, 
gandering the Hollywood scene. 

Evelyn Miller Crowell, Texas 
novelist, spending a week in Holly- 
wood for possible writing material 

Fred Sammis, .Photoplay editor 
in Hollywood for the magazine's 
anhual Gold Medal Award presen- 
tations. 

Elsa Lanchester, currently dou- 
bling on stage and screen, will do 
a weekly Hollywood column for a 
Canadian newspaper syndicate. 

Edward L. Bernays, public rela- 
tions counsel, appointed adjunct 
professor at New York Universit) 
He’s currently teaching a public 
relations course at the university 

Coast pals of Louis Sobol cir- 
culating that In Memoriam column 
the N. Y. Journal-American syn- 
dicated columnist did on the first 
anniversary of the passing of his 
wife, Lee. 

George Hamid, outdoor amuse- 
ment operator and booker, profiled 
in the current Coronet by Jean 
Libman Block. He’s also the basis 
of a Collier piece by Martin Abram- 
son in the mag’s upcoming Feb. 18 
issue. 

James B. Connolly, 80-year-old 
Boston author of sea stories, was 
this week appointed by Mayor Cur- 
ley as censor of comic books in the 
Hub following a long agitation by 
Watch and Ward and other local 
societies for supervision. Connolly 
allowed as how he’d never seen a 
comic book before. 
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Bunner Sisters 


become a top piece of dramaturgy 
as well. 

Unfortunately. however, this De- 
Witt Bodeen adaptation falls tar 
short of the mark. The unrelieved 
grimness of the novel — and the 
attendant reader impact—has been 
lost *in the transition, probably be- 


cause it is extremely difficult to 
convey through dialog the mood 


which Mrs. Wharton created 
through her descriptive writing. 

“Bunner Sisters’ has little to 
offer commercial theatre in its 
present form. A major rewrite 
would be needed to put it*in shape 
for Broadway and even then it 
would be a doubtful factor since 
it is a period character study at 
best. By the same token, there 
is little to interest Hollywood. 

Bodeen’s script is overlong, 
utilizing a prolog, three acts and 
an epilog to tell the story of three 
years in the lives of the spinster 
sisters. The prolog could easily 
be dropped since there is actually 
no need of the flashback treatment 
and the epilog could, with tighten- 
ing of the rest of the scenes, be- 
i the final scene of the third 
act. 

For Lenore Ulric, costarred with 
Sally O’Neill, the role of the Polly- 
annaish older sister marks a def- 
inite change in pace—a change she 
doesn’t seem to relish too much. 
She appears to have difficulty get- 
ting accustomed to the type and 
while her stagecraft savvy helps 
considerably, the performance is 
not up to her usual standards. 
Sally O’Neill is excellent as the 
younger of the spinsters who seizes 
a moment of romance only to have 
the brightness fade as she withers 
away from the new blast of cruelty 
and coldness to which she _ is 
subjected. 

Best of the supporting cast are 
Bela Kovacs, Eileene Stevens and 
Gladys Jackson. Barbara Vajda’s 
direction gets the most out of the 
lengthy script and Scott McLean's 
magnificent set and Fred C. Hux- 
ley’s skilled lighting are tremend- 
ous assets. Kap. 
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of by the trustees, or raised on the 
outside. 

Management has taken one step 
which will save the Met some op- 
erating coin, however. Where in 
previous seasons, and including 
the current one, the Met’s tours 
have been booked by outside con- 
cert managers, subsequent seasons’ 
tours will be handled on its own. 
The Met has added legit p.a. Fran- 
cis Robinson to its staff as of last 
Dec. 1 as its tour manager. Rob- 
inson, who was advance man for 
“Medea” last fall, has worked on 


Met tours in the past, and is doing 
so this season in conjunetion with 
Sol Hurok and National Concert & 
Artists Corp., who are handling 
this season’s tour, He’s on year- 
round basis at the Met. — 

Income from out-of-town per- 
formances last season was $819,806. 
It’s estimated the Met can save 
$50,000 of this, hitherto paid out 
in booking fees, etc., by arranging 
its tours itself. 

Met's income last season was $3,- 
024.688. Income from New York 
performances was $1,734.946; out- 
of-town performances, $819,806; 
broadcasting, $197,738; building 
rentals, $129,003; concessions and 
privileges, $126,928; miscellaneous, 
$16,264. 

Expenses were Salaries of sing- 
ing artists and conductors, $721,- 
455; orchestra, $588,737; chorus 
$268,315: ballet, $68,026: executive 
and clerical, $176,648: stage de- 
partments, $522,027: wardrobe and 
scenic departments, $74,679; build- 
ing operation, $144,183. 

Edward Johnson, Met’s general 
manager, plans to retire after the 
next season, (49-50), which will 
be his 15th at the Met managerial 
helm. He'll be 69 years old then. 
He was a leading tenor at the Met 
for 12 years before he became its 
manager. 
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“MGM Theatre of the Air,” an 
hour adaptation of a Metro picture 
starring one of the studio’s names. 
Another, “Good News from Holly- 
wood,” will feature George Mur- 
phy in a 15-minute platter, three 
times a week, giving the human 
side of the ‘film colony. 

“Hollywood, USA,” will present 
Paula Stone in interviews and spe- 
cial occasion broadcasts from vari- 
ous Hollywood locations. This will 
be across-the-board 15-minute 
strip. 

“Crime Doesn't Pay” will be a 
30-minute adaptation of the M-G 


screen series. “At Home With 
Lionel Barrymore” will be a 15- 
minute cross-the-board show de- 


signed for early morning broadcast 
“Personalities on MGM Records” 
will be a half-hour weekly pro- 
gram. 

Production of the shows will be 
under the direction of Paula Stone 
and guidance of Raymond 
WMGM program director. The en- 
tire project is being supervised by 
Les Peterson, of the Culver City 
studio. 

If the plan goes over in the met- 
ropolitan area, it will be extended. 
Plans for nationwide syndication 
of the programs are-also included. 
WMGM has installed complete re- 
cording facilities for production 
and circulation of its own recorded 
programs. The recordings will be 
made available to other stations 
across the country on a commercial 
or sustaining basis. 

WMGM officials point out that 
the Hollywood shows will augment 
rather than replace other station 
features, such as sports, music, 
news and drama. 

Bert Lebhar, Jr., sales director, 
returned last week from huddles 
in Hollywood. Katz is still on the 
Coast, but will return in two or 
three weeks. 
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from day to day to meet the cur- 
rent temper of the public. Breen’s 
job is to’ keep the producers out 
of trouble. When there’s no public 
concentration on the “immoral” 
content of pictures, there’s a grad- 
ual expansion of the liberality of 
interpretation of the code. As soon 
as Breen smells trouble, via news- 
paper editorial, protests of church 
groups or any other way, there’s 
a quick contraction of the interpre- 
tation. 
Interpretation is always main- 
tained at as liberal a level as pos- 
sible, consistent with circum- 
stances, so it would seem unwise 
for SIMPP to attempt to break 
away. In any case, all the important 
theatre circuits have committed 
themselves to play only pix with 
the PCA seal, so the indies might 
have trouble finding houses to show 
their wares. Howard Hughes ran 
into such a situation with “The 
Outlaw’ when the PCA revoked 
its seal. The film has never been 


able to get dates in even a fifth. 


of the theatres it might have been 
expected to play had it the PCA 
seal and an “A” or “B” rating in- 
dicating the stamp of approval 


‘from the Legion of .Decency. 


Katz, ” 











H’wood Scripters 
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dence that a readjustment could 
be made. 

Another factor affecting the 


screenwriters - turned - playwrights 
is that their agents in Hollywood 
have also lost contact with the legit 
stage out of too many years deal- 
ing with the picture — studios, 
Agents have been unable to fure- 
nish their clients with the informa- 


tion on the demands of the legit 
market with the result that Hol- 
loywood scripters have gone off 


the beam due to lack of necessary 
advice 

Harold Friedman, play agent for 
Brandt & Brandt, was wary of anv 
generalization which described 
Hollywood legit converts as “inade- 
quate.” He pointed out that if a 
writer of any sort “has a feel for 
the theatre,” there’s promise of a 
good play Friedman said, 
ever, that too many Hollywood 
writers are pouring screen dialog 
into a three-act form and think 
they have a play. 

‘Instinctive’ Writers 

Friedman had no 
ever, that film 
instinct for the theatre, would 
learn that the stage needed a 
deeper combination of ideas, char- 
acter and story than demanded in 
celluloid 

Writers actively engaged in film 
work, he said, are not likelv to 
write good plays. . But the writers 
who were laid off by the studios 
were not the best fitted for the 
screen medium and may be able to 
express themselves more effective- 
lv in the theatre. There’s no in- 
superable barrier, Friedman said, 
between the stage and_= screen 
mediums, mentioning writers like 
Garson Kanin and Clifford Odets, 
who have been successful in both. 

Audrey Wood, another play 
agent, also recognized the initial 
difficulties screenwriters are hav- 
ing in switching to legit, but said 
it was not a new situation. In good 
times, writers always gravitated to 
Hollywood and then tried to shift 
back to Broadway when things be- 
came tougher. 

It’s unfortunate, she said, that 
Hollywood is 3,000 miles away 
from Broadway, making the transi- 
tion more difficult. Unlike Eng- 
land. where both the film and legit 


nowe- 


how- 
given an 


doubt, 
writers, 


centers are concentrated around 
London, there’s a constant inter- 
change between the two fields 


That’s a healthy condition, she said 


that _ Should be promoted in 
the U.S. Miss Wood and her hus- 
band, William Liebling, also an 


agent, are planning a trip to the 
Coast in late March to establish 
contacts with Hollywood .scripters 
and dig for new legit material. 


Video Blamed 
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they are not being read as thor- 
oughly as before. 

To buttress his statement, Wood 
ppinted out that the W-T has al- 
ready overcome the 12,906 dip in 
weekday readership suffered be- 
tweén last March and September, 
when the last ABC survey was made, 
through the addition of new fea- 
tures. These stress women’s an- 
gles, indicating the W-T is pitch- 
ing for more femme circulation. 

Sun’s weekday circulation dip- 
ped from 303,926 in March to 297.- 
053 in September, with its Satur- 
day edition suffering a similar de- 
cline. Editor of a competing daily 
—one which has not been hit by 
the slump—declared he had heard 
that execs of one afternoon daily 
were worried about TV but ex- 
pressed the opinion there are not 
enough sets yet in circulation to 
be responsible. 

Tele got the blame for the cir- 
culation dip since it offers its 
best programming during the after- 
dinner hours. It is held that N.Y. 
set-owners have discovered they 
don’t have time both to watch vi- 
deo and read the papers. As a re- 
sult, instead of cutting out TV, 
they've stopped buying the papers. 

Trade observers believe that tele 
would not affect the tabloids, such 
as the News, Mirror and Post, plus 
the Journal-American, since “they 
are read on the subways.” Herald 
Tribune and Times are similarly 
unaffected because of their “class” 
readership. (The Star folded last 
week because of accumulated 
debts.) But the W-T and Sun are 
the papers usually read at home 
in the evenings and hence subject 


to TV’s competition for the public’s 


. spare. time. eese- 
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Broadway 


Singer Jean Bartel (ex-“Miss 
America”) in town from the Coast | 
for Wm. Morris talks. 

Henry Jaffe, attorney for the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, bedded with a cold. 

Sammy Roen resigned last week | 
as head of Music Corp. of America 
publicity dept. to take over an 
orange grove in Florida. 

Howard Le Sieur, United Art- | 
ists’ pub-ad director, back after | 
three weeks of Coast huddles with | 
producers on upcoming product. 

Alfred Palca, former writer on) 
several Hollywood-originated radio 
shows, named radio contact for the 





20th-Fox homeoffice publicity de- | © 


partment. 

Cyd Charisse, Metro player, to 
Chicago. From there, she heads for 
Miami to join her husband, Tony 
Martin, currently appearing at a 
nitery there. 

Arthur Sachson, Goldwyn gen- 
eral salesmanager, became a grand- 
father over the weekend when a 
son was born to his daughter, Mrs. 
Marvin Zuckerman. 

Irving Fromer, James Nasser’s 
talent chief, 
Monday (31) to scrutinize the east- 
ern territory for new faces as well 
as legit and literary properties. 

National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews honoring Ned E. 
88 yor Irene Dunne, Richard 

odgers and Oscar Hammerstein 
II at Waldorf luncheon Friday (4). 

Morton A. Spring, Loew’s inter- 
national veepee, flew to the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.) on the first leg 
of a two-month swing through all 
Metro branches in Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Hans Busch, stage director of 


the Royal Opera in Stockholm and | 


son of Dr. Fritz Busch, Metopera 
conductor, in from Europe Monday 
(31) on the Stockholm as did 
pianist Percy Grainger. 


Actor Robert Taylor due in from | 


London over the weekend via 
plane en route to the Coast fol- 
lowing windup of “The Conspira- 
tor,’ Metro pic made at Boreham 
Woods studio, England. 


William Zimmerman, RKO at-| 


torney, heading for the Coast 
Sunday (6) for a week. He will 
study changed sales conditions 


caused by the recent large-scale 
construction of new theatres. 
Harry M. Popkin, producer of 
UA’s “My Dear Secretary,” arrived 
from the Coast yesterday 
day) to attend the film’s preem at 


the Mayfair, Feb. 12. Also brought | 
along a print of his second UA re- 


lease, “Impact.” 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in New 
York from the Coast preliminary | 
to a Boston trek to p.a. the world 
preem of his film, “The Fighting | 
the RKO _ Boston. 
10 cities to 


O’Flynn,” at 
Fairbanks visiting 
speak in behalf of CARE. 


Sir Louis Greig, former Minister | 
of War in the British cabinet and | 
currently co-director of the Gau- 
in the} 


mont-British circuit, due 


U. S. next month for a visit to 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower. | Jantzen Beach Ballroom. 
He will be accompanied by his) 


wife. 
Leo Seltzer, 


short, 


tion-film producing outfit. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 

Pedro Vargas, stage - pic - radio 
tenor, very ill. 

Jack Cummings visiting with his 
wife, Jerome Kern’s daughter. 

Harry Harris, operator of the 
Del Mar cinema, N. Y., visiting. 

Michael Havas, RKO Latin 
American supervisor, here on rou- 
tine biz. 

_ Pic producer Oscar Dancinger 
inked Libertad Lamarque for his 
latest film. 

_ Theodore’ Gildred, American 
cinema-studio operator, back from 
Hollywood. 

Ruth Deloy sold out her niteries 
in Tiajuana and Mexicali, here 
surveying the field. 

Alfonso Villegas Gonzales, 
founder and first gen. sec. of the 
pic trade union, died. 

Fernando Soler, dean of Mexi- 
can actors, inked by Ultra-mar 
Films to direct three pix. % 

Hollywood again held its lead in 
1948 in pix exhibition in Mexico, 
with 185 of the 345 films screened. 


Caesar Romero and _ Barbara 
Lawrence visiting. Guests of 
Gabriel Alarcon, cinema chain 
magnate. 

Mathilde Landeta to direct 
“Black Anguish” for Francisco 
Rojas Gonzalez, pic producer. 


She’s Mexico’s only femme meg- 
ger. 

Rusty Loyal, star bareback rider 
of the Loyal-Repensky Family, out 


of the Circo Atayde, Latin-Ameri-! tribution. 


can circus current here, with | 


| Granat, who with his brother Oscar | 


in from the Coast | 


(Tues- 


documentary film 
producer-director, who won a 1948 
Academy award for United Nations | 
“First Steps,” has joined | 
World Today, New York informa- 
t Seltzer 
is on the faculty of the Dramatic 
Workshop of the New School, N. Y. 


broken foot. ir London 


Five local second-run cinemas! Wat Jackley and wife Marrianne 
have been acquired by Samuel j incoin to New York March for 
: : quick look-see at Broadway shows. 
is a big cinema chainster. They |“ yine Wyman due in London in 
are completing the Cine Florida, a ‘May to star in “Man Running,” 
10,000-seater, claimed to be the nich alfred Hitchcock will di- 


world’s biggest pic theatre. Florida base 
1s 30 epee S008, British Broadcasting Corp. dick- 
ering with agent Mike Sullivan to 
° stage its first ice revue on tele- 
Dublin vision. : 
Stanley Holloway leaving for 
By Maxwell Sweeney ‘4d new the Antipodes in March after com- 
aPitrick O'Higgins named mew pleting his part in “The Perfect 
Kevin Byrne named musical di-| " Yvmie Zahl to America in April 
rector of new Dublin Light Opera | and will fly to Cuba and Holly- 
wood, with producer Jack Taylor 
likely to accompany him. 
Rowland Leigh may 
London to stage “My Romance 
in association with J. J. Shubert, 
|as latter feels it has a chance here 
| despite its Broadway flop. 





0. 
Julia Monks translating Jean 
Jacques Bernard’s “Martine” for 
Irish production. 
Ian Priestley-Mitchell added to 
gab team on Irish Hospitals Trust 
sponsored air show. 
Eamonn Andrews mulling pec 
join . ss as quizzer with ‘ 
© a choo on alae te. Palladium pantomime sets March 
Hilton Edwards inked for lead in| 19 as deadline date and new vaude- 
Larry Morrow’s radio production) ville season opens March 21, with 
of “Macbeth,” to be aired Feb. 20.|Eleanor Powell and George and 
Stanley Illsley and Leo McCabe | Bert Bernard topping the bill. ; 
(LM.P. Productions) back from}! Defaults by distributors in their 
gandering current London shows. | quota commitments for the last 
| _ Longford Productions will do year of the old Films Act are 
' short tour in Irish provinces on re-| scheduled to be discussed at a 
‘turn from England before opening | meeting of the Films Council, held 
| Dublin season. |at the Board of Trade tomorrow 
Abbey presenting new_produc- | (Thurs.). ; 
‘tion of Brinsley MacNamara’s After finishing pantomime sea- 
“Grand House in the City,” Ria) son for Bert Montague at Oxford, 
| Mooney directing. | Feb. 26, Carl Freed off to south of 


return to 


and Lennie feature in Norman Evans summer 
; at Douglas, Isle of Man, 
campaign | June 4 for 15 weeks. 
As soon as 
——S— | show “Stand Easy” finishes for the 
‘ e BBC, he’s off to New York, around 
Philadelphia April 6, and returns early May to 
start rehearsals for new George & 
By Jerry Gaghan Alfred Black’s summer show at 
The line has been dropped at the | Opera House, Blackpool. 
| Latin Casino this week for the | Tom Arnold's “Ice Cascades” 
|Danny Thomas show. ‘revue closes at Stoll’s theatre, 
Louis Lissner, company manager | Kingsway, early May, with Jay 
‘of “The Desert Song,” at Shubert,| Pomeroy having leased house to 
| was taken to Jewish Hospital suf- | present the Italian Opera Co., 
fering from a heart ailment. \from La Scala, Milan, for six 
Una Mae Carlisle and Basin St.! weeks’ season, opening May 16. 
Boys, who opened Monday (31) at) This will be followed by two weeks 
Lou’s Moravian Bar, also launched at Davis theatre. Croydon 
the house on radio with five-a-week | ; : sé ; 
Tokyo 


pean ad-pub chief, 
Spinrad back to London after set-| show 
ting “Johnny Belinda” 

here. 


nightly broadcasts over WIBG. 

{| Carmen Miranda broke the house 
record at the Latin Casino for a 
one-week stand. Miss Miranda’s | 


| | ~~ aha | 
| Jilliam 
| Portland, Ore. | 


|'produce a cultural film for 
Paula Drake and Toy & Wing at Protestant Film Commission. 
Clover Club. | 
Tony Karloff and Beth Farrell at 
| Paradise Room. 
Ben Yost’s Vikings and The 
| Harpers at Amato’s Supper Club. | 
Oscar Levant intd the Audito- 


ian pix for first time since war. 


| cert. 

Ted Weems orch snowbound and «pianca.” 
‘unable to play return date at} ’ 
Louis Armstrong, Jack Tea- 
,garden and Earl Hines here for) 
concert and dance at Auditorium | 
and Ed Cheney’s Palais Royal | 


Ballroom. U. S. films. 





Chicago 

Harold Lloyd in town last week. 

Ted Lewis and Chez Paree show 
entertained vets at Hines Hospital, 
Jan. 26. | 
_Abe Nelson, former Chi theat-/ Nipponese favorite, Tarzan, U. S. 
rical agent, recuping at Meyer) 

House Hospital. 

Entertainment Managers Assn. 
held annual dinner dance at Ter- 
race Casino, Jan. 31. 

Harry Balaban, of B&K circuit, | 
will be honored at Sigma Alpha’ 
|Mu frat dinner, Sheraton hotel, | 


nessy to Japan 
make a documentary 
| Rank’s ‘‘Modern Age”’ series. 








Paris 


Feb. 3 

| Preem of “Lucky Stiff.” at Grand, By Maxime de Beix 

Feb. 9, will honor its writer, | (33 blvd. Montparnasse) 
former’ Chi newspaper woman,,| The Joe Hummels to Spain. 
Craig Rice. Jimmy Davis to open his own 


| alga aad =. in Paris. 
e rnest Bornemans: 
New Haven from a German survey. 

By Harold M. Bone 
' Avon Playhouse is town’s newest 
foreign film venture. | 
| Vladimir Horowitz concert at ternational Theatre Institute. 
Woolsey Hall moved to April 19 
_because of pianist’s illness. 
| Jerome Mayer in from N. Y. to | stage. 
direct Yale Drama Dept.’s next Bob Capa 
production, “Pink Pigeon,” 


don for BBC-TV program. 


in town 


| Switzerland next. 
The J. P. McEvoys back from 


Yale Dramat did two one-acters, 


“Great f Catherine”’ _and ‘Free Moscow, where they visited Molo- | 
Speech,” as an Experimental Stage toff, and off to Rome. 
project. 


packaging radio shows. 
SACEM (local equivalent 


| Minneapolis | 


atre 5c but cut kid’s price same ($300,000). 

amount, ; new. actor’s 
| Tony Grise, 
Curly’s nitery, 
| ing pressed locally for national dis- ing plays. 


Final extension of Val Parnell’s | 


; “Mr. Roberts,” current Broad- | 
| biggest pull was at the dinner show,| way hit, to be produced soon in 
drawing heavily on femme trade.| Tokyo by soldiers of the lst Cav- 


James, of James and 
Schwep, New York, in Japan to 
the 


Italia Film Co., recently organ- 
ized here with joint Italian-Japa- 
nese capital, plans importing Ital- 


| Fujiwara Co. doing “‘Carmen”’ at 
, , ? Tokyo Imperial theatre. Company 
rium this week for a one-night con-| wi}! next do “Lohengrin,” followed | 


‘by Jap preem of Henry Hadley’s 


| Nikkatsu Theatre Co. and North- 
|west Airlines will jointly finance 
Tokyo’s first postwar office build- 
ing. Nikkatsu operates principal | 
theatre chain in Nippon showing 


MacArthur headquarters okayed 
request of J. Arthur Rank Organi- 
zation to send Frederick A. Rice, 
Roy G. Layzell and George Hen- 
in February to 
film for 


With the help of the perennial | 
films captured 36% of the Japa-, 
nese screen biz in the nation’s | Roney Plaza. 
eight largest cities during the first | 


week in January, traditionally the | 
| biggest boxoffice week of the year. | 


Ballet Champs Elysees to Lon- 
Maurice Kurtz to London for In- | 


Serge Lifar to dance for the first | Club. 
{time since liberation on French | 


| Paris, to open an office here for 


of | 
__ Orville Overmore, Hillsboro, N.| ASCAP) is subscribing to the new 
D., boosted adult prices at his the-| French loan for 640,000,000 francs 


group. being 
leading band at formed by Anne Gerlette in Paris | 
cut four records be-| for presentation of English-speak- gest b.o. here in months. Pic now 


Tom Van Dycke and wife to Bal-’ 


kans for WPIX. Hope to do a 
series of films behind the Iron 
Curtain from Poland to Turkey. 


of MPA members to decide on par- 
ticipation to Film Festival skedded 
/in Cannes by the French in Sep- 
tember. 

John B. Nathan planing to N. Y. 
and to come back to Paris two 
| weeks later, together with his wife, 
who had been visiting with her 
parents in B. A. 








Rome 


Anne Stewart, actress 
| Hollywood, visiting Rome. ; 
| Quirinetta theatre is featuring 
“Lady in the Dark” in English. 

Dario Sabatelli, a writer on 
“Cagliostro” is in London for a 
film huddle. 
| Gregory Ratoff in Rome from 
|Londoin readying a film to be made 
lin Italy with author Ben Simcoe. 

Anna Magnani has obtained an 
American visa, but has no definite 
|plans about using it at this time. 

Binnie Barnes is the latest addi- 
ition to the picture, “Pirates of 
|Capri,” being made in Rome now. 
| William Szekley, producer of 
operatic films, “La Boheme” and 
| “La Traviata,” is in Zurich on busi- 
| ness. 
| “La Bida,” a European produc- 
'tion featuring Emil Jannings, is 
'scheduled to be made in Rome in 
the late spring. 
| Helmut Dantine and his wife, 
who have. been vacationing in 





Robert Dexter, Warner’s Euro-| France, returning to England to| Rome for months, will visit Nice | 


|for a few days. ; 
| Constance Dowling, American 
'actress now living in Rome, has 


Charlie Chester’s' been selected to play in an all-| 


Italian film, “Forgive Me, My 
Love,” directed and scripted by 
|Mastro Cinque. Julio Manenti is 
‘the independent producer as well 
as distributor. 


' 
} 


| Zurich 


By George Mezoefi 
| Metro’s “Lassie Come Home” 
broke all records in Geneva. 

Beniamino Gigli on concert and 
|opera tour in Switzerland, with 
tremendous success. 

Successful German preem_ at 
Stadttheater, Basle, of Norman 
Krasna’s “Dear Ruth.” 

New Swiss-Austrian pic, “White 
Gold,” set for world preem in Zur- 
ich beginning of March. 
| Enterprise’s “Arch of Triumph,” 
released by Metro, is doing great 
business in Zurich; now in its fifth 
week. 
| Norma Shearer and_ husband 
|Martin Arrouge, Ella Raines and 
| husband Major Robin Olds on ski 
| vacation in St. Moritz. 

Swedish pic producer Rune 
|Lindstroem lectured here in tie- 
up with Zurich preem of his re- 
cent picture, “I Am With You.” 

Stadttheater, Zurich, rehearsing 
first German performance of Kurt 
Weill’s “Down in the Valley” and 
|Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Tele- 
| phone.” 
| Viennese show, “Symphony of 


| Hugo Wiener, starring Roszi Bar- 
sony, Oscar Denes and Rudolf 
|Carl, finished a week’s run_ at 
| Kongresshaus, Zurich, and touring 
| Other Swiss cities, prior to Milan 
'and other Italian cities. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
Hy Gardner in for brief rest at 


Cab Calloway’s option lifted by 
Clover Club. 

Cross and Dunn 
O’Clock Club. 

The Vagabonds, current at the 
Beachcomber, returning to Clover 
Club in February. 

Gene Baylos, Sid Gould and pos- 
sibly Marie Austin set for Mother 
Kelly’s opening Feb. 14. 
| Johnny Myers, Howard Hughes’ 
|tub-thumper, switched from Sea 


into Five 





back View hotel to the Roney. 


| Clampdown on casinos affected 
| Brook Club, Club 86 and Island 
| Club among others, this week. 

All colored show, headed up by 
|Stepin Fechit, due into Paddock 
First of its kind on the 
each. 


Oceanside Theatre jpreems this 


shooting Week, with Edward Everett Horton 
Feb. fashion pix; heads for Austria and "4 Glenda Farrell in “Springtime 


| For Henry.” First legit company 
to appear here in many years, 





Ray Morgan on a slow boat to | Shanghai 


By Hal F. Mills 
| Bandleaders Don Jose, Joe Con- 
tereras, Abie Santos and Jimmy 
Angel, off to Manila. 

Kulpa Sisters, acrobatic dancers, 
‘into Palace hotel ballroom for 
brief engagement and clicking. 

“For Whom the Bell Tolls” big- 


| in fifth week at Grand theatre and 
packing ”em/in, | ° dl diated ata 


Gerald Mayer holding meeting | q 


from | 


Women,” by William Gyimes and. 


~ _ Hollywood 7 


L Waene Morris laid up with virug 
Maureen O’Hara bac ; 
ates Konstiecioiny. mon the job 

renda Joyce to Atchi 
for opening of Orpheum” zane, 
H. S. Kraft exiting writing stint 
“= me a oe show, 
rankie Bailey in Gene 
pital here; threatened with bho 
"enatine Valetiunice 61 
ouglas Fairbanks filmed a short 
at UI for National B 
Week a rotherhood 
rman Deutsch retur 
work after two weeks out Witt 
vege , 
ran vapra tossed a ly 
for Roberto Rossellini, Italian ee 
| director. - 

Olivia De Havilland in 
|N.Y. where presented with the a 
| Critics’ Circle award. 
| Joel Fluellen, Broadway thesp 
| sprained ankle on “Rope of Sanq” 
| location near Yuma. 
| While Bevhills smart 
|shops are all having 33-50% 
|new Ohrbach’s doing big biz. 
| .Henry King returned from Italy 
after six months as director of 
“Prince of Foxes” for 20th-Fox. 

Sam Kramer resigned after 14 
years as American booking re 
for Tivoli Circuit of Australia 

Eleanor and Billy Rose in from 
South America for a week, en 
route to Orient on their globe-trot. 
| Jimmy Savo moves into the Last 
| Frontier, Las Vegas, for two weeks 
\starting Feb. 25, at $2,500 a week’ 

Dore Schary using a motor 
wheelchair on the Metro lot while 
jhis injured back is undergoing 
| treatment. 

Leo Carrillo, who usually rides a 
Palomino at the head of the parade, 
left for Detroit to unveil the 1949 
Chrysler model. 

Samuel Goldwyn accepted South- 
ern California chairmanship of Na- 
tional Jewish hospital drive for 
new Tuberculosis Medical Center, 

Eddy Featherstone, veteran char. 
acter actor, is at Birmingham Gen. 
eral Hospital in serious condition, 
|result of a stroke sustained last 
| week, 
| Adele and Ernest Byfield didn't 
come to their own cocktail party, 
| which the Mervyn (Kitty) LeRoys 
hosted last Thursday, because the 
Chi hotelier didn’t arrive until 
| Friday. 
| RKO’s Terry Turner and §, 

Barret McCormick saw five pic- 
|tures in one day, three at the studio 
and two at the Walter Wangers’ 
|that night, as part of their local 





luxury 
Sales, 








production 0.0. with prexy Ned 
|Depinet and sales veepee Bob 
| Mochrie, 


| 
| 


Washington 

By Florence S. Lowe 

| Burl Ives due in March 1, fora 
| concert. 

| Spike Jones band inked for a 
‘two-night run at Constitution Hall 
| next month. 

| Erie Johnston will highlight Var- 
‘iety Club’s Valentine Day luncheon 
for Conference of Christians and 
Jews. 

Local preem of “Command De- 
| cision” at Loew's Capitol Feb. 16 
'will be cosponsored by U. S. Air 
| Force. 

| Maxim Lowe, Shoreham Hotel 
‘impresario, booked Rudy Vallee 
for p.a. at hotel’s Blue Room in 
near future. 

“Pennies from Benny” (Jack 
Benny) covered wagon p.a.’ed here 
the past weekend for March of 
Dimes drive. 

Library of Congress commemor- 
lating 90th anniversary of Victor 
‘Herbert’s birth with an exhibit of 
composer’s memorabilia. 

Sara Young, 20th booker and 
head of Variety Club’s Ladies 
Committee, feted the ladies at 
lunch past week in appreciation 0 
welfare work. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen ' 
“O Mistress Mine”’ slated to for 
| Tow “High Button Shoes” at Nixo 


| Feb. 14. beating 
Ballet Russe dé 











Freddie Schader in town 
‘the drums for 
_Monte Carlo. th 
| Sigmund Romberg concert, ne 
| Jarmila eee, penne for Syr 
| Mosque March , : F 

Juggler Al Aldrich doing 4 
cafe turn alone while the miss™® 
Marie Coretz, is convalescing. 

Sammy Fuller, KDKA alumni 
in town to produce the Jack won 
airer and renewing old acqua 
tances. 

Sam Fineberg broke an ankle 
while visiting family in Paee 
‘and his return to Film Row 
| been delayed. 
| Polly Rowles will make Ar 
‘Broadway debut as Queen — 
‘in Richard Whorf productio 
“Richard III.” 

Walter and Jean Brown off 4. 
‘Chi and dance date ae time 
'Gardens after spending som 

| here at home, :' 
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OBITUARIES 





BERT COWDREY 
Bert Cowdrey, 88, former vaude 


and pioneer Chicago 
died after a heart attack 
in Manteno, IIl., 


rformer 


owman, 
his home 


8. 

a dsey started out as a per- 
former in his youth. Partnered | 
with Dan Kipley, he had done a 
song and dance act for many years, 
playing @ succession of dates | 
around Chicago and the midwest. 
Later the team came to N. Y. and 
appeared in several productions 
with Weber & Fields at the latter's 
music hall and on tour. ; 

Upon retiring from show busi- 
ness, Cowdrey and his partner 
were appointed police sergeants in 
Chicago by Kipley’s uncle, Joseph 
Kipley, then police chief. He sub- 
sequently held an official post with 
the U. S. Secret Service. At the 
time of death he had been con- 
nected in similar capacity with the 
Mills Industries Co., in Chicago. 

Survived by son and a grandson. 


PAUL J. BRODERICK 

Paul J. Broderick, 44, special 
representative of the home office 
of Paramount Pictures, died after | 
a heart attack in New York, Jan. 26. 

Broderick had been associated 
with Paramount since 1928, when 
he joined the company as super- | 
visor in the Sales Statistical De- 
partment. He was promoted to 
chief accountant in Paramount’s | 
Boston branch the following year | 
and in 1939 was promoted to book- 
ing manager and chief accountant. 

Broderick left the Boston branch 
in October, 1942, to enter the U. S. 
Army and served until September, | 
1945, when he returned to Para- | 
mount as office manager of the 
Chicago branch. In July, 1947, he 
was transferred to the office of 
J. A. Walsh in the New York office 
for special branch survey assign- 
ments. 

Survived by a sister. 


OWEN MEECH 








| 


, Illusions,” 


| photographer, 


0 and “The Treasurer’s 


Wife. 





KARL McGUIRE 


Karl McGuire, 41, composer, 


died in New York, Jan. 28. He had 


been working on two operettas. 
For many years McGuire taught 
composition and piano in Chicago 
and Evanston, III. 
Army in 1941 and while in service 


‘aided in the production of musical 
both for the entertain- | 


comedies, 
tainment of troops and for benefit 
performances in bond-raising cam- 
paigns. 





MARVIN LEE 

Marvin Lee, 68, died in Chicago, 
Jan. 25. He was in the music busi- 
ness for over 40 years representing 
M. M. Cole Music Co. He wrote 
lyrics for several songs including 
“When I Dream of Old Erin.” 

Survived by two brothers and a 
sister. 





JOSEPH STERNAD 
Joseph Sternad, 38, film art di- 
rector, died Jan. 24 in Hollywood 
following a heart attack. 


He had retired three years ago, 
after handling art direction on a 


number of Edward Small produc- 


| tions. 





Mother, 70, of Marvin Schenck, 
vice-president of Loew’s, Inc., died 


in St. Petersburg, Fla., Jan. 26. | 


She was sister-in-law of Nicholas 
M. Schenck, head of Loew’s, and 
of Joseph M. Schenck. Also sur- 
viving are her husband and an- 


other son. 





Mrs. John G. Rainey, wife of 
veteran Pittsburgh exhib and dis- 


tributor, died Jan. 20 of injuries 
suffered when car in which she and 


her husband were riding collided 
with a train. Rainey was seriously 


injured but is expected to recover. 





Shirley Martin, 76, veteran still 
died Jan. 28 in 


Owen Meech, 80, character actor | {ollywood. He was known as oldest 


and son of the late John H. Meech, 


of the Academy of Music in Buf- 


‘ | National, 
falo, N. Y., died Jan. 30 at Engle- | and at Metro, Paramount and other | 
| studios. 


wood, N. J. He had been a guest 
at the Actors’ Fund Home there 
since 1933. 

Among productions in which he | 
appeared were “Sealed Lips,” ‘“‘The 
Man With the Iron Mask,” “Kis- 
met, and with Mrs. Fiske in “A 
Night At The Inn,” ‘Madame! 
Sand,” “Tess of the D’Urbervilles” 
and “Salvation Nell.’ He was in 
the original production of “Sunup” 
in New York and subsequently in 
London and Paris. More recently | 
he played in “‘The Miracle at Ver- | 
dun” “Lysistrata” 


last stage appearance in “Reunion , Y€ars, 


in Vienna.” | 


JOSEPH A. PILE 


| stillman 
who was for many years manager | Hollywood, having worked at First | 


in point of service in 


with Norma Talmadge, 





Father, 92, of James Balmer, 


' general manager of Harris Amus. 


Co. in Pittsburgh, died at his home 
in that city Jan. 25. 





John W. Lovelady, 69, chief of 
Paramount’s mill department for 
30 years, died Jan. 23 in Holly- 
wood. 





Agnes Grunderstrom, 76, ward- 


and made his 'obe woman at Paramount for 30 Thompson, 


died Jan. 30 in Hollywood. 





John Thomas Wilson, 50, died in 


'San Antonio on Jan. 23. He was a 


Joseph A. Pile, 73, former as- theatre operator and builder. 


sistant general manager of Mc- | 
Bride’s Theatre Ticket Agency, | 
died in New York, Jan. 29. He 
had been retired for the last year 
after having been with McBride’s, 
in their Times Square agency for 
37 years. | 

Pile came to the U. S. from Bar- 
bados in 1892 and secured his first | 





Wife of Frank Williams, booker 


‘for Chicago Warner theatre cir- 
cuit, died in Chicago, Jan. 28 








Tele Molding 


Continued from page 1 


picatze job at the old Trocadero in| wood glamor” and reduce them to 


Philadelphia. He went with the 
William Morris ticket agency in 
1906 and remained with them un- 
til ignined the McBride agency 


in 
He also had handled two road 


essentials commensurate with the 
'b.o. returns. And it is to television 


that the film industry can look, it 
is insisted, for a whole new school 


of directors, producers and other | 


tours for Harry Lauder, and two talent alerted to new conditions 


tours for James J. Jeffries when 
e was heavyweight champion. 


FRANCES PAIGE | 


Frances McMinn, songstress 
nown 


and new techniques that would 


i | provide that “extra margin” per- 
Survived by wife and two sons. mitting for good films at cheaper | 


costs. 
Use Plenty of Film 


: It’s: now a foregone conclusion, | 
Professionally as Frances! of course, that television will use 


Paige, was killed near Utica, N.Y... a lot of film, some estimates even 


on Jan. 25 when auto she was driv- 
ing crashed into a trailer truck 
Malle trying to pass another car. 

8s Paige was the wife of Nick 
at owner of Flory’s Music Bar 
b Niagara Falls, N.Y., and had 
bin in semi-retirement profes- 
lonally Since her marriage a 
Couple of years ago. . 


| 
i 
| 


| 


In Pittsburgh, her home town, | 


§ a the featured vocalist with 
m4 8 of Howdy Baum, to whom 
Elli Was once married, and Baron 


ott, and later went out on her 


Own as a Single in cafes. The body | 


buriay turned to Pittsburgh for 


BORIS V. ASAFIEV 
eneoris Vladimirovich Asafiev, 63. 
Seeers of a we of Soviet 
4 ‘ 
in Moscow, y $.. on . 8. S. R., died 


predicting a need for 5,000 hours 
of celluloid a year, as against the 
Hollywood studios’ production (in- 


| cluding westerns, shorts, etc.) of, 


about 650 hours. And as the de- 
mand for TV-created pix grows, 
the production costs must of 
necessity be shaved to meet the 
budget of advertisers and _ the 
limited coin available in peddling 
them to video outlets. In contrast 
to the present high cost of TV film 
production, pic product will be 
made at unheard-of low prices. 
Hollywood film toppers know this 


‘and eagerly look TV-ward to see 
' what happens. 


Asafiey was bor 
n in St. Peters-| 
burg, and studied under Rimsky- | 


- His ballet, “Flames of 
is «tj, "2S Produced in 1932 and 
still Presented. 


Among his 
Pree famous ballets are “The. 
Oner of Caugasus,”, “Lost 


“Probably most of them will be 
poor at first,” one top exec points 
out, “but it will invite new, fresh 
film-makers into the TV _ pieture 
who will evolve a low-cost pattern. 
They'll get much better; new tech- 


'niques will be developed, and by 
the same token that these low-cost 
films will be good for TV screens, 
Hollywood will transfer the tech- 
niques for theatre scyeen. produc- 


He joined the | 








tion. That'll be the signal for the! 
Hollywood studios to move into 
video lock, stock and _ barrel. 
Having been shown the way and 
having adapted the TV techniques 
to studio production suecessfully, 
| they'll grab off the ‘pioneers’ of hurting boxoffice grosses. With 
_ low-cost film-making—the produ- columnists, commentators, critics 
| cers, the directors, and new stars and editorial writers hammering 
whom TV will create. It’s a safe day after day that Hollywood's 
bet that many new film stars will going bust because nobody's at- 
come out of television.” tending theatres anymore, indus- 

The major film companies are tryites see the danger of a band- 
anxious to embrace video not only wagon psychology gripping the 
from the standpoint of keeping on public, causing them to. think: 
the top of the pic-TV scene, and “Well, if no one else is going to 
dominating it, it’s pointed out, but the movies. I guess I won't go 
through an equal desire to take gjther” F ' 
over the video markets themselves. Actually. of course. there never 
That it will be a rich source Of was the kind of layoff in filmgoing 
added revenue is undeniable. as that bruited by the Hollywood 


=) columnists and writers—who are 
generally considered to have a bet- 
ter ear for plush saloon gossip than 
a nose for statistics. They got 
caught up in a confusion between 
“net” and “gross,” and the false 
ideas they published and broadcast 
were gradually accepted across the 
land, being republished and re- 
broadcast as gospel. 

Net profits did sink precipitously 
in 1948, as indicated in VARIETY’s 
estimate last week that the seven 
| leading majors would earn a net 
(of $53,000,000 in °48 as com- 
pared with $90,000,000 in 1947 
a drop of 40%. However, there’s 
a big difference between net and 
gross. Theatre income (gross) held 
up remarkably well. Hollywood's 
difficulty hasn't been with income; 





















Berle 
= Continued from page 1 jaa 


entire schedule, which means cut- 
ting out benefits, etc. 

When vacation plans _ were 
broached, Kudner agency intended 
to tape the air shows, but Berle’s 
attack made this impossible. - 

Berle will go down to Florida 
to recuperate. 











Berle Iliness Nips Radioites 

Washington, Feb. 1. 
Illness of Milton Berle is a se- 
rious blow to the Radio Corre- 
|spondents Assn., which had him 
slated to emcee the show in con- 
nection with the association’s an- ‘ é : 
Saturday night (5). In addition, got so high that no matter in what 
Berle’s entire video show was Number patrons queued up at the 
slated to come here as part of the b.o., profits couldn’t be maintained. 

entertainment. Personnel Slashes 

Radio newsmen have lined up In an effort to bring these profits 
Janet Blair and Borrah Minevitch back in line (they were also hit by 





as entertainers. Mutual web, han- dollar shortages causing restric- 
dling the show arrangements this tions in foreign markets), studios 


|year, was reported angling for 
Arthur Godfrey and his crew as a 
replacement for Berle. 


MARRIAGES 


ay ’ s -Inace mae 
Linda Christian to Tyrone Pow- newsman’s mind that business was 


er, Rome, Jan. 27. Both are film | #wful. Company toppers failed to 
| players. clear the misconceptions and, as a 

Anne Marie Sams to Tony Con- matter of fact, went along with 
forti, Jr., Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. He’s | them partially as a means of pub- 
the son of Nixon Cafe owner. 

Rose Anne Serrao to Edward | cuts were causing. 
|Lohmeyer, Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 
| Bride’s a dancer. 


and distributing companies made 
wholesale personnel slashes during 
the year. The cries of anguish that 
| resulted naturally furthered the 


} 
|idea in the average Hollywood 





| 


oer nies repeatedly made statements on 
| Barbara Ann Merrill to William the precarious state of the indus- 
Kennedy, Los Angeles, Jan. 22. try and are blamed by insiders for 
He’s veepee of the L. W. Ramsey having much to do with the pub- 
Ad Agency. ; ee lic’s idea that “nobody’s’ going to 
B Clarice ae _—— yf the movies anymore.” These state- 
ge 93 "ls aanaee af ments were given to stockholders’ 
Shubert New Haven. ona general and exhibitors’ sessions, each time 
|manager of the Mark Hellinger, for a reason that then seemed 
IN. Y good, but were picked up by the 
Marshall 
Jan. 21. It wasn’t long before industry 
| Both are film players. observers noted the harm this pub- 
| Martha Grayson to J. Edward licity was doing at the b.o. The 
|Shugrue, St. Louis, Jan. 29. He’s adverse statements ceased, but it 
/national director of the Freedom wasn’t until two weeks ago that a 
Train. definite effort was started to re- 

Peggy French to Ken Alexander, verse public thinking. It is taken 
|New York, Jan. 27. Bride is a legit as significant that Johnston's ini- 
actress; he’s an advertising exec. tial positive assertion regarding the 
|_ Rosella Hightower to Michel state of the boxoffice was given 
Reznikoff, Alexandria, Egypt, Jan. qguring the recent conclave of 
jenn ee Ko paaee ag MPAA company prexies in Miami 
os oe Beach. Second time was when he 


‘dancer in the company. soo ; wilh 
Marie-Jeanne to Michael Rainer, departed from his prepared script 
in speaking to the» Los Angeles 


N. ¥., #@n. 31. Sne’ i i 
N.Y. City BA Co oo Chamber of Commerce last Wed- 
a nesday (26) night. 


cert manager. : : , a 
| Johnston’s failure to cite statistics 
BIRTHS | substantiating his 10% decline esti- 
ae mate reflects the difficulties MPAA 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Craps, flacks are having in refuting the 
daughter, Jan. 7, Norfolk. Father’s columnists and editorial writers 
an engineer with station WTAR in whose phony reports on the dire 


that city. ; : . 
: , state of the industry pour into the 
Mr, and Mrs. John Bishop, son, Association's headquarters every 


| irae with sas aed an en- day. MPAA research department 
' receives Statistics from the majors 


Mr. and Mrs. Whit Bissell, daugh- ! : 
ter, Hollywood, Jan. 29. Mother is in confidence and cannot make 
|the former Adrienne Marden, legit them public without consent of all 
actress; father’s a film actor. the members, which it may get 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bob Murphy, eventually. 
daughter, a i. oan. 27. 10° Slide Comparison 
ght gk. Johnston's statement that b.o. re- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. Father Ceipts are off only 10% is probab- 
operates several theatres with his ly 4 bit optimistic, according to 
father. confidential figures provided by 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Rothman, company treasurers to VARIETY. 
son, Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. Father These indicate that grosses were 
owns radio advertising agency. down during 1948 between 8% and 


| Barbara Long to 


Hollywood, 





Mr. and Mrs. William Beal, 12° from 1947 and between 15% 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jay. 23. and 20% from 1946. 
Father’s a radio producer. , As a matter of fact, however, all 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Gertz, official published statistics avail- 
daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 20. able tend to indicate that the drop 


Father is a composer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Stukie, son, 
Chicago, Jan. 27. Father's a 


from ‘47 to ‘48 was not large. Lat- 
est figures on U. S. ticket tax in- 
come, released in Washington over 


drummer with Bill Snyder's orch. é : Vi 
. R the weekend, show a decline of. 
Mr. and aa —,. _—— only 118% in the Government’s 
daughter, pan Aagpiapecnn, an. ”* take. Collections last year totaled 


Father is a talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Gilbert, 
daughter, Englewood, N. J., Jan. 
26. Father is VARIETY staffer. 


$385.125,.454 as against $389.- 
867.479 in °47. Tax figures are not 
a wholly reliable source of compar- 
ison, since they include sports and 


: Mrs. Jerry Murad, 5 
deadiacs’ chiens. Jan. 20. Fa- all other amusement levies except 
ther’s head of Harmonicats, har- niteries and the periods are often 
psonica trio, ry ‘somewhat juggled. However, there. 


‘statement, issued vesterday 


‘liecly justifying the hardships the 


The prexies of two top compa-| 


lay press with unfortunate results. | 


‘Depression’ Talk 


Continued from page 1 








can be no doubt that the drop in 
theatre collections must have been 
very small. 
Decline is 
comparison of 
seven top 


also. slight in a 
gross income of 
companies as given in 
the latest quarterly financial re- 
ports filed with the Secu®ities & 
Exchanges Commission. They show 
a gross income decline of only 6°. 
Figures from each company are for 
a three-month period in “48 as com- 
pared with the same three months 
of ‘47. They are not exactly the 
same periods for each company, 
however, since the firms start their 
fiscal years at different times 
Universal, in its annual financial 
Tues- 


day), gives some further statistics, 
although it doesn’t indicate the 
source. “Total boxoffice receipts 
in this country during 1948.” it 
states, “are estimated at around 


$1,.245,000.,000 as compared with 
$1,380,000,000 in 1947, in itself an 
extraordinary year topped only by 
the alltime record of $1,427,000,000 


set in 1946." Those figures would 
indicate boxoffice receipts were 
down 10% from 1947 and 13° 


from 1946. 

Dr. George Gallup’s Audience 
Research Institute also recently is- 
sued some confidential figures to 
its subscribers. These gave total 
boxoffice income for 1948 as 
$1,358,750,000, for 1947 as $1,590,- 
100,000 and for 1946 as $1,605,700,- 
000. They would indicate a decline 
in 1948 of 14° from °47 and 15% 
from 46. 

A factor which must be taken in- 
to account is that the actual num- 
ber of admissions is off somewhat 
more than gross income receipts in- 
dicate, since boxoffice prices went 
up since °46. Gallup figures (which 
include the 20° Federal tax and 
are based on the question: “How 
much did you pay the last time vou 
went to the movies?’’) give the av- 
erage admission as 45.9¢ in 1946 as 
against 47.2¢c in 1948. 





Coast Schism 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
How. best to represent the pic- 
ture industry in public relations is 
a question threatening to cause 
open warfare between the new 
Motion Picture Industry Council 
and the Eric Johnston office, rep- 
resenting the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. Chief complaint of 
the MPIC is that the Johnston 
Office has allegedly failed to estab- 

lish favorable public relations. 
At the last MPIC meeting Mar- 
garet Herrick, executive secretary 


_of the Academy of Motion Picture 
| Arts 
| investigate 


and Sciences, was asked to 
the possibilities of 
housing an executive secretary who 


/could carry out the Council's plans, 


Final action will be taken after 
reports on the attitudes of produc- 
ers, guilds and unions have been 
laid before a committee consisting 
of George Marshall, Cecil B. De- 
Mille and George Seaton. 

Before Johnston took over, the 
film industry's public relations 
were handled by the Publicity Di- 
rectors Committee, composed of 
chief filacks from the major studios, 
with a paid executive secretary and 
a staff. Idea of MPIC is to publicize 
the motion picture as an industry 
employing thousands of  hard- 
working citizens employed in turn- 
ing out a fine brand of entertain- 
ment, regardless of the small 
minority of film names who happen 
to break into the front pages out- 
side of their working hours. 














Era Fading 
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anxious to commit themselves to 
longterm contracts for radio alone. 

Those firm three-four-year con- 
tracts that usually prevailed in the 
case of clients signing up top art- 
ists are now believed over for ail 
time, as far as radio is concerned. 
Bergen, for one, doesn’t want to 
be saddled with a non-cancellable 
contract for his radio services if, 
18 months hence, he gets an at- 
tractive offer for a video show and 
feels the time is ripe to make the 
TV plunge. Other artists express 
similar feeling. 

The thiaking goes two ways, with 
the sponsors, as well, now prefer- 
ring not to be tied down to any 
longterm commitments for radio 
programming at a time when video 
is beckoning more and more. 

Many clients today will only talk 
terms if it involves a two-way AM- 


TV, spread: 
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